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PREFACE. 



•The Geologist,* at which I have laboured with assiduity and 
pleasure for more than six years, is brought unexpectedly to a close, 
with only half the quantity of matter usually devoted to a volume. 
A new geological magazine is announced, and having received an 
intimation from my publishers that to continue * The Q-eologist ' in 
rivalry with it would be attended with anxiety, and perhaps with 
loss, I have decided to retire from the field rather than take part in 
a contest that might prove injurious to both. 

To give up this monthly intercourse with so many friends at home 
and abroad is, naturally enough, a source of regret to me, if not of 
pain. I labour, however, neither to gratify vanity nor for gain. The 
honest wish of spreading and advancing knowledge; and of giving 
free scope to the expression of geological theories and criticism, has 
been my motive for maintaining this periodical, and I may with truth 
assert that, during the period of its publication, it has been a means 
of free intercourse among all classes of geologists. To its pages it 
has*been my pride that all should, fairly and freely, have admission. 

My duties are done ; and in for ever closing this work I will but 
add, that had there been any option left with me I should have pre- 
ferred to have completed this volume in full to the end of the year. 
There are, however, stronger reasons than I can control for closing 
it at once. With all my numerous friends I beg, however, to re- 
main in personal correspondence ; while the new works I hope to 
project will soon put me again in open communication with the 
world, and will, I trust, prove not merely my desire but my capacity 
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to supply UBeful materials for the labours of others, and to do some- 
thing myself also for the advance of a very imperfect but very noble 
science. 

There is one labour— the first part of the first instalment of which 
will appear, I believe, on the 1st of July — ^my projected ' Illustrated 
Catalogue of British Fossils,' for which I hope to obtain very exten- 
sive support. The printing of the first portion, complete in itself, 
'An Illustrated Catalogue of British Fossil Sponges/ has already 
been commenced, and in it the original figures, descriptions, and biblio- 
graphy of all the described British fossil species will be given, with 
original notices of those new kinds which have already come to my 
knowledge, or may hereaHer do so before the completion of the 
Tobime. As this work will be exceedingly full, it will entail a very 
heavy outlay on the publisher, not to be compensated, unless tbose 
geologists, who are not sponge-collectors, come freely to its sup- 
port, in the faith that the success of this gigantic undertaking can 
only be accomplished by mutual help, if ultimately every depart- 
ment of British Falsebntology is to receive similar illustration. 

All but my last words are penned; I devote them to my best 
wishes for the welfare of all my friends. 

S. J. MACKIE. 

mh May, 1864.. 
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ON THE EAETH'S CLIMATE IN ANCIENT TIMES. 
Bt thb Editob. 

Foe some time past we bave been drawing attention to some of the 
dicta of Geology, which appear to have a less solid foundation than 
they should have to authorise the positive manner in which they have 
been enunciated. Similar doubts on some points would appear not 
to be absent from other minds. Mr. Page has just issued a little 
'work reviewing the state of the popular doctrines of our science, and 
Mr. S terry Hunt has appropriated to the explanation of the higher 
PalaeoEoic climate Dr. Tyndall's memorable researches on the rela- 
tions of gases and vapours to radiant heat. Heat, from whatever 
source it may proceed, passes through hydrogen, oxygen, and nitrogen 
gases and dry air, with nearly the same facility as through a vacuum, 
and these gases are thus to radiant heat what rock-salt is amongst 
solids. Glass and some other substances which are readily per- 
meable to light and to solar heat, offer, as is well known, great ob- 
stacles to the passage of radiant heat from non-luminous bodies, and 
many vapours and gases have a similar effect in intercepting the heat 
from such sources. Thus, for a vacuum the absorption of heat from a 
body at 212® Fahr. is represented by 0, that by dry air as 1, while the 
absorption by an atmosphere of carbonic acid gas is 90 ; by one of 
marsh-gas, 403 ; by defiant gas, 970; and by ammonia, 1195. Ole* 
fiant gas at 1 inch tension produces an absorption of 90^, and car- 
bonic acid gas in the sam^ state, an absorption of 56. The small 
quantities of ozone present in electrolytic oxygen were found to raise 

VOL. VII, B 



2 Tni GEOLOGIST. 

its absorptive power from 1 to 85, and even to 136 ; and watery va- 
pour present in the air at ordinary temperatures produces an absorp- 
tion of heat represented by 70 or 80. Air saturated with moisture 
at the ordinary temperature absorbs more than 5-lOOths of the heat 
radiated from a metallic vessel filled with boiling water ; and Tyndall 
calculates that of the heat radiated from the earth's surface, warmed 
by the sun's rays, one-tenth is intercepted by the aquepus vapour 
within 10 (eet of the surface. The influence of moist air upon the 
climate of the globe is like that of a covering of glass, — it allows the 
sun's rays to reach the earth, but prevents to a great extent the loss 
by radiation of the heat thus commdnicated. During the long 
nights, however, the radiation which goes on into space causes the 
precipitation of a great part of the watery vapour of the air ; and the 
earth, deprived of its protecting shield, becomes rapidly cooled. " If 
now," says Mr. Hunt, " we could suppose the atmosphere to be n^in- 
gled with some permanent gas, which should possess an absorptive 
power like the vapour of water, this cooling process would be in a 
great measure arrested, and an effect would be produced similar to 
that of a screen of glass, which keeps in the temperature beneath it 
directly by preventing the escape of radiant heat, and indirectly by 
hindering the condensation of the aqueous vapour in the air beneath." 
Such a heat-absorbing gas might have existed, and, if geologists are 
right in their old notions about the abundance of carbonic acid gas 
in the days of the luxuriant coal-plants, did so ; and Mr. Hunt seizes 
on this idea at once, and considers there are " the best of reasons for 
believing that during the earlier geological periods all of the carbon 
since deposited in the forms of limestone and of mineral coal existed 
in the atmosphere in the state of carbonic acid ;" and he also considers 
other gases may have aided. *' The ozone which is mingled with the 
oxygen set free by growing plants, and the marsh-gas which is now 
evolved from decomposing vegetation under conditions similar to 
those then presented by the coal-fields, may by their very great ab- 
sorptive power have very well aided to maintain on the earth's sur- 
face that high temperature, the cause of which has been one of the 
enigmas of geology." 

So far, very good ; Mr. Hunt seemingly prefers carbonic acid in the 
air to the supposititious molten mass inside our globe. If there were 
a former higher climatal temperature of our planet, and such abun- 
dance of free carbonic acid in our atmosphere, doubtless all would 
happen just as Mr. Hunt indicates. But was there such an amount 
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of fipe6 carbonic acid ? and if bo, whence did it come P Carbonic acid 
one would regard as the result of animal or igneous combustion. 
We could scarcely derive it from the piscine and mollusk life of the 
early geological life-periods ; nor is it a bit clearer that tliere were 
any really igneous causes at work to produce it in such volumesi 
We would rather regard it as the resultant from the undoing of 
something else ; if so, it was probably generated continuously, not 
in volumes. In nature too little remains free for any length of 
time. Length of time, with small quantities of carbonic acid, would 
accomplish the same result for vegetation as large quantities and 
very rapid action ; and we have no right to conclude that the Coal 
period was not a long period. Moreover, we have no experiments 
to teach us that plants grow more rapidly and solidly in an abun« 
dance of carbonic acid than in purer air with only a slight amount of 
carbon in it. The luxuriance of vegetation is synonymous with 
JixaHan of carbon^ and there is much to make us think that this takes 
place more freely and perfectly in proportion to the intensity of 
light and the purity of the air. Is it not the sunshine, and not the 
volume of carbon, that is the cause of luxuriance *i 

Mr. Hunt appends to his paper a notice of an article by the late 
Major E. B. Hunt, of the United States Eugineers, *' On Terrestrial 
Thermotics," published in 1849, in the Proceedings of the American 
Association, in which the Major argues that the temperature of the 
earth's surface increases with the barometric column, and that the 
atmospiieric mass must have been greater in the earlier geological 
periods by the amount of carbon and carbonic acid since extracted 
from it, and that therefore the general temperature of the earth's 
surface must have been higher. To this effect of the carbonic acid 
Professor Dana adds the suggestion that the excess of moisture in > 
the Carboniferous age would also have contributed to increase the 
weight of the atmosphere. Given the premises that the atmosphere 
consists of the residual gases remaining after the consolidation of the 
globe and the reduction to the liquid state of its seas and of the 
greater volumes of water evaporated from it in connequence of its 
previous supposed higher temperature, we might grant the values 
of these additions as considerable, especially the last. As it is, we 
admit the idea of Major Hunt is clever. 

But a question or two may, however, be asked with advantage. 
We have, in former speculations, contested for a consideration of the 
possible interference of grand physical operations in effecting the 
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alteration from remarkable former conditions of our planet. Let xm 
glancingfy turn our eyes now in the same direction. If the earth^s 
orbital velocitj and her rotation round her axis are due to some 
originating impulse, such as projectile force would be to a cannon 
ball, then the orbital velocity and the rotatory motion must have 
been higher in the early ages of our planet than at present, because 
if there be any friction opposed to motion in space that friction is an 
antagonistic power, that, no matter how slowly, would bring down 
and ultimately cancel the amount of the initial Telocity, and reduce 
the object to a state of rest. If wo consider the effects of a higher 
orbital velocity, we shall find it would give rise probably to a larger 
extent of orbit, and also to a higher rotatory motion. Now the 
higher rotatory motion, although it would give no more sunshine 
to the earth, would so far counteract the effects of night-radiation 
into space as that if the revolution were twice as quick, the effect 
of night-radiation would possibly not be half what it is, because 
the radiation being at a given rate for a given time, it could only 
attain half the diminution of temperature in half the time, and 
we know that the more intense the cold the more vegetation is 
ehecked. It might therefore happen that half our present inten« 
sity, never exceeded, might never bring vegetation to a standstill, 
and there might be a perpetual growing vegetation through both 
winter and summer under such favourable conditions. If the orbit 
were increased, these favourable conditions might, it may be seen at 
the first glance, be counteracted by the greater remoteness from the 
sun ; but we have yet to learn that the nearer the sun the hotter 
would be our planet's general climate, or the further away greater in 
proportion the diminution of light. Is light dependent on the den- 
sity of our atmosphere, and does it travel on as simple motion in the 
ethereal realms beyond our atmosphere f Is it the friction of waves 
of motion through our air that gives to b'ght its luminosity ? The 
sunlight falling on Neptune must be powerful, for the reflected beams 
from that far distant planet to reach us as definitely as they do in 
our powerful telescopes ? And I do not know that the light from 
Jupiter is less intense than the light from our moon, quantity for 
quantity. But I do not want to take this subject away from the im« 
mediate bearings it may have on the former temperature of out 
planet. 

If the light and heat of sunshine be due to the frictional resistance 
of the earth's atmosphere to the waves of motion proceeding from the 
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Bun'B combustion or incandescence, the thicker the atmospherio 
stratum round a planet and the denser its condition, and the bigger 
the planet and the more remote its position from the sun, the denser 
it would be, — the greater would be the amount of heat and light 
derived from the passage of the sunshine through it. In this way 
it might happen that the distant planets, having enormous atmo* 
spheres, may be better lighted up and warmed than we have been in 
the habit of regarding them. It is difficult to conceive, moreover^ 
that orbital velocity is not productive of some amount of heat in our 
atmosphere by friction ; and this in the larger orbits, where the 
rate of the planet is higher, must be greater in amount, and proper* 
tionate to the speed and size of the moving object. If the carbonic 
add has been consolidated out of our atmosphere, oxygen has been 
extracted also ; and if we are to regard the bulk of our atmosphere 
as diminished by the chemical combinations of its gases with terres* 
trial solids during the progress of vast ages, we may regard this di- 
minution of its bulk as gigantic, — ^perhaps as fully a half-part since 
the commencement of the Palaeozoic period. 

By these remarks we are not ignoring the sagacity of Mr. Sterry 
Hunt's 'suggestions ; they are very valuable and in the right direct 
tion. Our object is to submit that there may be cosmical reasons 
for great changes of climatal temperature, and others besides those 
we have hinted at ; but it would be futile to look to cosmical causes 
unless we were prepared to admit the wonderful remoteness of the 
early periods geology has made known to us, — but which, after all, 
are only on the very threshold and entrance of the research into 
the great past existence of our planet that went before the earliest 
traces of its history our science has yet detected. 

Some day we shall inquire what foundation there really is for the 
supposed former higher temperature of our earth at all ? Perhaps 
we shall not find as much reason for the doctrine as some people 
suppose. 



THEEB DAYS AT FAEEINGDON.— POSITION OF 
SPONGE-GKAVEL. 

By C. J. A. Meteb. 

Early in September of the present year, I accompanied my friend 
Mr. C. Evans in a sliort excursion to Farringdon, with a view to 
examining the well-known " Sponge-gravel" pits of Little Coxwell ; 
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our intentions being, besides collecting fossils, to trace, if possible, 
some positive connection, or otherwise, between these reputed Upper 
Cretaceous Sponge-gravels and the acknowledged Lower Oreeruand 
deposits of Furze Hill and Badburj Hill. 

Taking up our quarters at Farriugdon, we first visited the Sponge- 
gravel pit near the Windmill public-house at Little Cox well, where 
we found a splendid section of the gravel exposed (see section 4), and 
in a few hours had collected a good supply of fossils ; — dip of beds E. 
by N. 10^, resting, in part at least, upon Kimmeridge clay. 'Next 
day we went to Furze Hill, and found near the top of the hill the 
ironstone concretions described by Mr. Godwiii-Austen (Quar. Journ. 
Geol. Soc., vol. vi. p. 456), containing numerous fossils, all of them, 
1 believe, of Lower Greeiisand age. These concretions, for the most 
part, lie scattered about on or near the surface. In one place, how. 
ever, we found a small section exposed, where the concretions oc- 
curred in position, imbedded in light-coloured sand. About fifteen 
feet lower down the hill, we found the same light-coloured sand, 
alternating with clay in thin layers, without concretions, and appa- 
rently unfossiliferous. 

In returning towards Farringdon by a pathway across some fields, 
and when about a mile east of Little Cox well, we came to a gravel- 
pit of large size, the gravel of which struck us at once as being un- 
like that of the Windmill pit, the colour being very much darker, 
and the composition of the beds somewhat difierent. And here we 
presently observed an interesting fact, which seems to have hitherto 
escaped notice, viz. that this dark-coloured gravel (which, from its 
appearance, I shall call " red-gravel") rests unconformahly upon the 
light-coloured *' Sponge-gravel " of the Windmill pit, — the Sponge- 
gravel, as before observed, dipping E. by N., the Red-gravel W. by S. 
at a slight angle, the line between the two beds being sharply de- 
fined. The section exposed in the deepest part of the pit gave a 
thickness of about twenty feet to the lied-gnwel, with the addition 
of six feet of Sponge-gravel (visible) beneath (see section 3). Tlie 
composition of the Eed-gravel we found to differ from that of the 
Sponge-gravel, in the scarcity of Sponges and the greater comparative 
abundance of Bryozoa. 

As this pit (which, for distinction, I shall call East pit) is scarcely 
half a mile distant from the Windmill pit, both of them being on 
much the same level, — occupying, in fact, opposite sides of a flattened 
ridge of ground which extends from Furze Hill towards Farringdon, 
— ^a cross section between the two pits mus<t be somewhat as is shown 
in the section, PI. I. Fig. 1: — 

Our next excursion was to Badbury Hill. In a small pit near 
the roadside, on the west slope of the hill, and at about filly feet from 
the top, we found a section exposed, which was to me by far the 
most interesting one I had yet seen. This section was as follows : — 

-f- Light-coloured and ferruginous saud, with slabs and fragments of 

chert, apparently the debris of higher beds 14 feet. 
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a. Fine as1i-oolonrf!d sand, regularly ttratifiedt very like the sands 

with clay beneath the iroustone of Farze Hill 4 feet. 

6. Dark-browu and ferruginoos sand, with a mixtore of small pebbles* 

Bryozoa, Terebratulse, etc., r^ularly stratified 4 feet. 

e. Ditto, ditto, with two or more bands of hard calcareous coacretions, 

each about eight inches in thickness 5 feet. 

This last was the lowest stratum exposed, hut, from the appearance 
of the soil, the pebbly sands extended somewhat lower. 

In the looser materials composing the strata b, c, we immediately 
recognized the upper portion of* the Red-gravel of East pit, contain- 
ing here, as there, Bhynchonella nucifarmis in abundance, H. latU- 
sifna, B. depressa, Terebratella Menardi, TerehrcUula Tornacensis, T. 
deprmsa, more rarelj ; and, in addition, a few specimens of Terebra- 
iella oblonaa, Sow. 

In the intermediate stone-beds, <?, T, oblonga was not uncommon, 
associated more rarely with B.-depressa^ T, Menardi, T. depresaa^ 
and T. Bobertoni, D'Arch. The stone also contained Avieula Bau- 
liniana, D*Orb., Pecten Bauliniana^ D'Orb., P. orbicularis, Exogyra 
eonica, var., and U, haliofoidea, — shells which occur in the " Bargate 
Stone " and " Pebble-beds " of Godalming. In fact, except for the 
greater abundance of organic remains, this section agrees precisely 
with a section exposed in a quarry of the Lower Greensand near 
8t. Katherine's Chapel, Guildford, where " pebble-beds " alternate, 
for a thickness of twenty feet or more, with layers of the " Bargate 
Btone." 

I was greatly pleased at finding Terebratella oblonga here in 
Buch comparative abundance, associated with T, Menardi, etc., as I 
had only met with a single specimen in the Sponge-gravel. Yet, 
¥rhat seemed to me to be of greater interest in this Badbury Hill 
section was the upward passage of the dark-coloured pebbly strata b 
(Eed-gravel) into o, — thus, as it were, limiting the position of the 
Sponge-gravels within a definite vertical range ; the fine sandy strata, 
0, underlying the ferruginous sands with chert and ironstone as well 
here as at Furze Hill and Earringdon Clump. 

Our time being limited, we now returned towards Farringdon, re- 
Tisiting the pits at Little Coxwell, and again examining the junction 
of the Sponge and Bed-gravels in East pit. 

Prom what I have now seen of the several sections in the neigh- 
bourhood, I can form but one opinion as to the position of the Sponge- 
gravels with relation to the surrounding deposits, viz. that the true 
•* Sponge-gravel " of the Windmill-pit is unquestionably the oldest 
of the Cretaceous deposits near Rirringdon, the strata exposed in the 
sections at' East Fit and Badbury Hill (see sections 2, 3), forming, 
as nearly as possible, a continuous series ; while at the same time 
there is no reason to doubt that the fossiliferous concretions capping 
Furze Hill are identical with the ironstone concretions which occur 
near the top of Badbury Hill, intermingled, here and there, with the 
cherty fragments. In offering so strong an opinion on this subject, 
I am, however, willing to confess, that had I not seen tie acttuil junc' 
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tion of {he Sponge and Bed gravels in Eatt pit, and again met with 
the Bed-gravel, in a slightly different form, near the top of fiadbury 
Hill, I should not have ventured to assign any positive position to 
the true Sponge-gravel. 

By what I gather from Mr. Sharpe's memoir * On the Age of the 
Fossiliferous Sands and Gravels of Farringdon and its Neighbourhood' 
(Quar. Jour. Qt5ol. Soc, vol. x. p. 176), the author of that paper was 
not aware of any real difference between the Bed and the Sponge- 
gravels, and certainly not that they were distinct deposits, as is 
no doubt the case ; nor does he seem to have himself examined the 



1. Section at Furze Hill. 



Soriiioe soil . 



wm. 



Ferrnginons sands on sur- 
face, with ironstone and 
chert (rarely). 

Do. with ironstone concre- 
tions much disturbed. 



[■ 



Light-colonred and fermgi- / , 
nous sand, with ironstone | | 
concretions in position. | ' 
Fossils numerous. 



Ash-coloured sands, with r 
thin layers of clay, regu- J 
hirly stratified. Nofos-i 
ails. 



Pebbles in surface soil of 
fields, with ferruginous 
matter. 



LeYcl of Sponge-gravel 



m\ 



Kimmeridge day at base of | 
hill towards Feruham. 






Coral-rag 



2. Section at Badbury HilL 
Surfece soil . 3^ 



Sands i 
chert. 



ii 
apparently ferruginous, with J J 
-t, from a to top of hilL \ 



Ash-colonred sand regularly strati- 
fied; much like the sand with 
clay at Furze Hill .... 

Dark-brownish and ferrnginons 
sand with pebbles, bryozoa, etc., 
like the Red-gravel in East Pit. 

Do. do. with hard calcareous con- 



o 

aO 
O 



|} 



Trac-es of Sponge-gravel seen in a 
lane leading from fiadbury Hill 
to Great Coxwell 



Kimmeridge clay, in lane leading to j 
Great Coxwell. 



Coral-rag 
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S. Section at East Pit, LitUe Coxwell. 
Surface soil .... 



Bed gravel — a dark ferro- 
giuous deposit composed 
priudpallj of minute 
subangular pebbles and< 
coarse sand, mixed with 
terebratola, bryozoa, etc, 
taidfew sponges. 



4. Section at Windmill Pit, Little Coxwell. 
Surfiice soil .... 



Junction of Red and Sponge- 
gravels 

Sponge-gravel as in Wind- 
mill Fit. Sponges abun- 
dant. 






Kimmeridge clay ? 
Coral-rag . . . 



Sponge-gravel — a mixture 
of shells, sponges, bryo- 
zoa, etc., with but little 
sand and few pebbles ; 
the whole mass of a rich \ 
cream or light ferrugi- 
nous colour, regularly 
stratified. 



Kimmeridge clay 
Coral-rag . • 



>^ 



These sectioos are intended to exhibit the Farringdon deposits in their relative position ; 
the measurements in those portions of the sections noted as obscure by the dotted 
line at the sides of the woodcuts must, however, be taken as merely approximate, as we 
had no means of ascertaining their real thickness. 

section at Badburj Hill. Had be done so, he must have noticed the 
fact that the same forms of Brachiopoda, with the addition of T, 
oblonga^ and the same species of Bryozoa occur there which are found 
in the Ked-gravel of East pit ; and noticing this, he could hardly have 
separated the " Sponge-gravels" so entirely from all the surrounding 
deposits as he ultimately appears to have done. In one very impor- 
tant particular Mr. Sharpe is surelv wrong. In page 178 of the above- 
mentioned memoir, he describes the ironstone deposits of Furze Hill, 
and the Sponge-gravels, as forming " two deposits on the same level, 
abutting against one another^ Now my impression is that the lower 
layers of the ironstone of Furze Hill, where in position, are decidedly 
above the level even of the higher portion of the Sponge gravel ; and 
I was at first somewhat at a loss to account for the fact, supposing 
that the ash-coloured sands which we found to underlie the iron- 
stone on Furze Hill, formed a portion of the Kimmeridge clay, and 
not, as we afterwards found in the Badbury Hill section, a deposit 
resting upon the Eed-gi-avel. 

The accompanying sections, compiled, with Mr. Evans's assistance, 
from notes taken on the spot, the parts margined by the double lines 
being from exposed vertical sections, will show more fully my idea 
of the position of the various deposits ; and it follows that if these 
views as to the position of the " Sponge-gravel " are correct, the 

VOL. VIT. 



10 



THS GBOLOeiST. 



question as to its aed can hardly remain doabtfol, all the authorities 
agreeing that the fosailiferous ironstone concretions of Farse Hill 
are nnquestionablj Lotoer Oreensand, Even, however, were this not 
the case, I should have no hesitation in comparing the Bed-gravel of 
the Badbury Hill section with the Lower Greensand " Pebble-beds" 
of the St. Katherine's Hill quarry, near Guildford, so very striking 
is the resemblance between the two defiosits. 

And it is no new idea thus to compare the Farringdon deposits to. 
the saiids and gravels of Devizes, Calue, etc., nor even to the pebble- 
beds of the L. G. S. of Surrey. In June, 1850, Mr. W. Cunnington 
called attention to the occurrence of most of the Farringdon Brachio- 
poda in the Lower Greensand of Seend, near Devizes (Quar. Jour. 
Geol. Soc. vol.. vi. p. 453). Mr. Godwin- Austen repeatedly refers to 
these deposits .as beiog of similar age (Quar. Jour. GeoL Soc. vol. vi. 
p. 455 ; and vol. xii. p. 69) ; and Mr. Sharpe himself admits the fact 
of their accordance to each other. In comparing these denosits, 
however, it is necessary to distiDguish between the two gravel-beds 
of Farringdon, and this does not appear to have been hitherto done ; 
for it is the Bed-gravel, containing, as it does, nearly all the Bra- 
chiopoda which occur in the lower deposit, but very few of the 
Sponges, that has been met with at Seend, and not the ^onge-gravel ; 
and it is the Bed-gravel which accords best with the Lower Green- 
sand "pebble-beds" of Surrey. 

LIST or BBACHIOPODA FROM FARKINODON. 



1^ 



Lingula trancata, Sow, 
Thecidiuro Wetherellii, Morris^ 
Terebratella Menardi, Lam, 
T. oblonga, Sow. . . . 
Terebratula bipliesta, Broechii 

T. sella, Sow 

T. toraaoeD8iB,«i0r.,D'Archiac 
T. deprcssa. Lam. . . . 
T. Robcrtoni, ITArehiae . 
T. tamarindos. Sow. . . 
Rhynehonella latissima, Sow. 
R. depreasa. Sow. , . . 
R. Duciformis, Sow, , . 
R. Gibbsiana, Sow. . . . 
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N.B. X Denotes the occiirrence of a species as rare, 
X X As tolerablj oommoa. 
X X X As abandant. 

Although I have formed my concltmons as to the age of the Sponge- 
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FOSSIL BIRDS.— Facsimiles from lesser Figs. 2, 3; from Kircher, Figs. 4 to 3. 
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gravels on geological rather than on palaeontological evidence, the 
accompanjing list of Farringdon Brachiopoda, from specimens which 
I have myself collected, may not be uninteresting. I regret that I 
cannot add a list of the small Bryozoa, etc., as several of the species 
are common alike to the Lower GFreensand pebble-beds of Godalming 
and the Spone;e-gravels. 

In this Table, the columns 1, 2, 3 show the species of Brachio- 
poda met with by Mr. Evans and myself in our visit to the sponge- 
gravel pits. Col. 4, 5, 6, I have added, as showing instances of the 
occurrence of the same species in the Lower Greensand of Godal- 
ming and Shanklin, which have come under my own observation ; and 
col. 7, as showing their recorded occurrence in British Cretaceous de- 
posits of an age younger than that of the Lower Greensand. The 
absence in the Farringdon deposits of such Upper Greensand forms 
as Terebratella peetita^ Terebratulina striata^ Kingena lima, 1\ ovata, 
T. hiplicaiay T. obtusa, Mhynchonella compreesa. It. sulcata, and JS. gra- 
siana, species which do not appear to be uncommon at Warminster 
and Cambridge, has long seemed to me to be a fact of much signifi- 
cance. 



FOSSIL BIRDS. 

By thk Editor. 

{Oowiinuedfrom page 455.) 



Sozier says, in his ' Journal do Physique,' 1782, page 174, that 
'* mention is made in the Catalogue of Davila of a tibia and of a beak 
imprinted on two different stones." If there be any other notice in 
Davila than the passages we have quoted, it has escaped our search. 

In 1782, M. Robert de Paul de Lamanon gave, in the Abb6 
fiozier's * Journal de Physique' (vol. xx. p. 174), an excellent sum- 
mary of what was then known of Ornithic fossils. After noticing 
the accounts in Albertus Magnus and other old authors, he goes on to 
say in his * Description de Divers Fossiles trouves dans les carrierea 
de Montmartre, pres Paris, et vues g^n^rales sur la formation des 
Pierres gypseuses,'* " M. Rouelle, according to M. Darcet, found in 
the plaster quarries of Montmartre parts of a bird separated one 
from the other. 1 (Lamanon) have seen also in the Cabinet of Natu- 
ral History of Bordeaux, some bones that it has been attempted to 
refer to birds ; they were found by the Abbe Deabiey in the quarries 
of Leognan, which are at two leagues from this capital. We can 
only assert, however, that these isolated bones may have belonged to 
birds, on the ground that their medullary cavity is very large rela- 
tively to their thickness. No anatomist has determined what is the 
relation of this cavity to the osseous portion in the different classes of 
animals ; it is even probable one could not establish any general rule 

* In the Abb^ Rozier's * Jouvnal de Phynqae/ March, 1782, p. 1-74 W teq. 
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in this respect, and that certain aquatic animals have bones as light 
and as delicate (deli^s) as many birds. As to this, which has the 
beaks separated from the body, it is very easy to be deceived ; and wo 
know that the beaks of birds, as they were for a long time believed 
to be, in grey amber, have been recognized as the beaks of a cuttle- 
fish (seche) or a calmar, since they have been better examined. 

''But eliminating all that authors have so assigned through height- 
ened imagination, there remain some facts about which no legitimate 
doubt is permissible, since the fine discovery that has been made of 
which I have to render an account. On the 2nd November of the past 
year (1781), M. Darcet made a lithological journey to Montmartre, 
and found in the hands of the workmen who worked at the plaster- 
q^uarries (pl&trieres) a petrified bird, in the most beautiful conserva- 
tion. We should not, perhaps, have had for a long time the com- 
plete proof of the existence of ornitholites, if this savant had not been 
that day at Montmartre, for the workmen destroy what they find, or 
sell to the first comer ; and thus it is so much is lost to the progress 
of Natural History. M. Darcet is engaged at this time in important 
chemical labours, and has very kindly confided this petrifaction to 
me, and requested me to describe it. 

" The cliff (butte) of Montmartre is elevated about 40 toises above 
the level of the Seine at Paris ; the gypsum rock, of which it is chieflj 
componed, is there arranged in beds more or less distinct, more or less 
adherent one to another. We see at the line of their contact a band, 
which seems to contain a slightly ferruginous matter. If we separate 
these from each other, and observe their surfaces, we find them less 
brilliant (brillantes) than the interior of the stone ; they are also of a 
lighter tint of red. Powder is used in working the quarries and to 
obtain the blocks, which are afterwards broken by blows of the 
hammer ; it was in the interior of the stone, at more than 20 toises 
from the summit, and between two adherent beds (deux couches qui 
avoient entr'elles de Tadherence) that the bird in question was found. 
The greatest part of its substance has followed the upper bed, and 
one sees the rest with the imprint of the whole in the lower bed. It 
is posed (pose) on its side ; one of its wings extended, the other 
folded (repliee) ; the head is turned in such a manner that we see one 
eye, the under-part (dessous) of the beak and a part of the upper 
(dessus). Its position (situation) is natural, and there is not any 
transposition in the parts. It appears, then, that it has not been 
embedded (enseveli) alive, and that it did not perish in a catastrophe 
(dont ses ailes n'auroieht pu le garantir), but that it fell at the 
bottom of tranquil water, which deposited in course of time the beds 
above it."* 

As vet, however, bird-reriiains had been bat little collected, and we 
find the celebrated Peter Camper, the discoverer of the famous Mo- 
sasaurus, of Maestricht, in a letter printed in the " Philosophical 

* Farther details fro m Kozier and the figare from his Plate will be given ia the strati- 
graphical consideratious with the other gypsam fossils. 
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Transactions"* for 1786, writing about them in a very doubtful man- 
ner : — 

•* Dr. Michaels wrote me some time ago that the above-mentioned 
fragment in Mr. J. Hunter's collection belonged to a bird, which I 
could hardly believe, as I never had seen in any collection whatsoever, 
either in London, Paris, Brussels, Gottingen, Cassel, Brunswick, 
Hanover, or Berlin, nor in my own country, any fossil bone belong- 
ing to a bird. I know there is a small one described in the Abb^ 
Bozier's * Journal de Physique' for March, 1782, which is at present 
in the collection of M. d'Arcet, at Paris. I expect also from Mont- 
martre a small leg of a petrified bird, but these are the only ones I 
have ever heard of ; those of Stonefield, near Woodstock, being un- 
doubtedly fishes. I think it is a curious circumstance worthy the at- 
tention of the curious, that no human boues, and of birds but very 
few, have hitherto been found in a petrified state belonging to the Old 
World." 

Having now run through the more or leas doubtful and apocry- 
phal statements of the early naturalists and geologists, we may at- 
tempt to follow out a stratigraphical arrangement of the remainder 
of the mass of materials before us, giving the various discoveries and 
accounts at the same time as nearly as may in their proper sequence, 
and reserving for our concluding summary the comments, and any 
disputations of the ordinarily received opinions of geologists. We 
then take here the supposed earliest geological traces of birds; the 
footprints in the so-called Connecticut New Red Sandstone. We 
leave for the present the dispute as to the Trias being the correct 
period to which to assign those strata, for even if these Bed Sand- 
stone beds should really belong to the Jurassic series, the footprints 
they contain would still be the earliest traces of ornithic life we as 
yet possess. 

The first specimen of the footmarks in the valley of the Connec- 
ticut river was ploughed up in South Hadley in 1802, by Pliny 
Moody, Esq., then a boy, before he went to college. This specimen, 
containing a row of fine tracks, was purchased by Dr. D wight, of 
South Hadley, and is now in the Appleton Ichnological Cabinet 
(No. 16/2). So strikingly did these tracks resemble those of birds 
that they were familiarly spoken of as the tracks of " poultry" or of 
" Noah's Baven."t 

It was not, however, until 1836, that any attempt was made to 
describe these tracks scientifically. The year previous some flag- 
stones were obtained in Montague for the streets in Greenfield, by 

• Pha. Trans., vol. Ixxvi., 1786, p. 451. 

t Mr. Dexter Marsh, however, in a letter to Professor Silliman, in 1848, says, *' You 
will recollect that the first specimen of fossil footprints of birds ever brought into public 
notice in this country (United States) was the slab I discovered among the flagging-stone, 
while laying the flagging-stone near my house, which Dr. Deane first described to Presi- 
dent Hitchcock as the footprintt of bird^" — from which statement it would seem thflt 
Mr. Marsh claims to be the first to notice these impressions, and Professor Hitchcock 
adds, in conversation with Mr. Wilson, "I understood him to claim the discovery." 
(Amer. Journal Science, vol. vi. new ser. p. 272.) 
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Mr. William Wilson, who observed impressions upon them, which he 
regarded as those of the " turkey tribe.** They {Tridentipes ele^ 
gans) were observed bj the late Dr. James Deane, who sent casts 
of them to Professor Hitchcock, secured them for his cabinet and 
gave it as his opinion, from their form and succession, that they were 
made by birds. After visiting all the quarries, and discovering other 
and larger specimens. Professor Hitchcock gave a scientific descrip- 
tiou of seven species in 1836 in the ' American Journal of Science.' 
With a few eminent exceptions — Silliman, Buckland, Bogers, Em- 
mons, etc. — his views were not adopted by scientific men. He con- 
tinued, however, to explore, and from time to time to describe new 
species until, within six years, during which he laboured almost alone, 
the number of species amounted to thirty-two ; and a general acqui- 
escence was secured for the views he had advanced. The following 
bibliography will show by whom, when, and where the tracks — birds' 
and other tracks — have been described up to 1858.* 

BIBLIOOBAFHT OP COKKECTICUT F00TPRTKT8. 

Omithicnoloyy ; or, Doscription of the Footmarks of Birds (Omithicnites) 
on New £ed Sandstone in Massachusetts. By Professor Edward 
Hitchcock. In 'American Joarnal of Science,' vol. zxiz. p. 307. 
January, 1836. 34 pages and 3 plates. 

Orrdthicnites in Connecticut. In * American Journal of Science,' vol. xxzi. 
p. 174. January, 1837. By E. Hitchcock. 

Omithicnites in Connecticut. By Professor B. Silliman. Op. cit. p. 
165. 

Fossil Footsteps in Sandstone and Grauwacke, with a general table. By 
E. Hitchcock. In ' American Journal of Science,' vol. xxxii. p. 174. 
July, 1837. 

Newly Discovered Ichnolites at Middletown, Connecticut. By W. C. 
Eedfield. In ' American Journal of Science,' vol. xxxiii. p. 201. Ja- 
nuary, 1838. 

Note to Professor Conrad's Bemarks on Ornithichniies. By Professor B* 
Silliman. In ' American Journal of Science,' vol. xxxv. p. 246. Ja- 
nuary, 1839. 

Final lieport on the Geology of Massachusetts. By E. Hitchcock. 62 
quarto pages and 22 plates devoted to the footmarks, and 27 species de- 
scribed. Amherst, 1841. 

Eeport by Professor H. D. Eogers, Lardner Yanuxem, R. C. Taylor, E. 
Emmons, and T. H. Conrad, on the Omithi4;nites, or Footmarks of Ex- 
tinct Birds, in the New Red Sandstone of Massachusetts and Connec- 
ticut, observed and described by Professor Hitchcock, of Amherst. 
In * American Journal of Science,' vol. xli. p. 165. October, 1841. 

Five New Species of Fossil Footmarks. By E. Hitchcock. Described 
in ' Transactions of American Association of Geologists and Naturalists,' 
vol. i. p. 254. 1842. 11 pages and 1 plate. 

New Species of Footmark, with Rain-marks from Portland, Connecticut. 
By W . C. RedReld. In * American Journal of Science,' vol. xliii. p. 172. 
October, 1842. 

* This account and the bibliography is taken in the main from Hitchcock's ' Ee- 
port on the Sandstone of the Connecticut Valley, eapeci^lly ito Fowl Footmarks.' 
Boston, 1858. 
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19'otiee of Newly DiseoTered Euh-Beds and a Fossil Footmark in tYie Bed 
Sandstone fonnation of New Jersey. By W. M. 0. !Redfield. In 
' American Journal of Science,' vol. xlir. p. 134. April, 1843. 

On the Fossil Footprints of Birds and Impressions of Rain-drops in the 
Valley of the Connecticut. By Charles Lyell. In Quart. Joum. Geol. 
Soc. of London, toL iii. no. 91. Also in * American Journal of Science/ 
ToL zly. p. 394. 

Omithichnites of the Connecticut Kiyer Sandstones and the Dinomis of 
New Zealand. By Professor B. SiUiman. (Dr. Deane's correspondence 
with Dr. Mantell.) In 'American Journal of Science,' yol. xly. p. 177. 
October, 1843. 

On the Fossil Footmarks of Turner's Falls, Massachusetts. By James 
Deane, M.D. 5 pages and 2 plates. In * American Journal of Science/ 
Tol. xlyi. p. 73. April, 1844. 

Seporton Ichnolithology or Fossil Footmarks, with a Description rf se- 
yeral New Species and the Coprolites of Birds from the Valley of the 
Connecticut Kiyer, and of a supposed Footmark from the Valley of the 
Hudson Biyer. By £. Hitchcock. [Read before the Association of 
American Geologists and Naturalists at Washington, 11th May, 1844.] 
In ' American Journal of Science,' yol. zlyii. pp. 113 and 292. 32 pages 
and 2 plates. 

On the Discoyery of Fossil Footmarks. By James Deane, M.D. In 
' American Journal of Science,' yol. xlyii. p. 381. 10 and 2 pages. 

Bejoinder to the preceding Article. By £. Hitchcock. Op. cit. p. 890. 
10 pages. 

Answer to the Bejoinder of Professor Hitchcock. By J. Deane. Op. 
cit. |). 399. 10 and 3 pages. 

Analysis of the Coprolites of Birds from the New Bed Sandstone of the 
Connecticut. By Samuel L. Dana, LL.D. With remarks by E. Hitch- 
cock. In 'American Journal of Science,' yol. xlyiii. p. 46. 16 

Extract of a Letter from Professor £. Hitchcock, embracing miscellaneous 
remarks upon Fossil Footmarks, etc., and a Letter from Professor 
Richard Owen, on the Great Bird-nests of New Holland. In ' American 
Journal of Science,' yol. xlyiii. p. 61. April, 1846. 4 pages. 

Description of Fossil Footprints m the New Red Sandstone of the Con- 
necticut Valley. By James Deane, M.D. In ' American Journal of 
Science,' yol. xlyiii. p. 158. April, 1845. 10 pages and 1 plate. 

Fossil Footmarks found in the Strata of the Carboniferous Series in West- 
moreland County, Pennsylyania. By Dr. T. A. King. In ' American 
Journal of Science,' yol. xlyiii. pp. 217 and 343. April, 1845. 11 pages 
with woodcuts. 

On the Fossil Footmarks in the Red Sandstone of the Connecticut Riyer. 
By Dr. Joseph Barratt. Read before the Association of American Geo- 
logists and I^aturalists at New Hayen. Proceedings, p. 23. 1845. 

On the Eyidences of Congelation on the New Red Sandstone. By Dr. 
Barratt. Op. cit. p. 26. 1846. 

An Attempt to Name, Classify* and Describe the Animals that made the 
Fossil Footmarks of New England. By E. Hitchcock. In Proceed- 
ings of the Association of American Geologists and Naturalists, p. 23. 
1845. 

Footsteps of the Sandpiper on Clay (with a plate). By Sir C. Lyell. In 
• First Trayels in United States,*^ yol. ii. pp. 134-143. 1845. 

Supposed Reptilian Footsteps in Noya Scotia. By Sir C. Lyell. Op. 
cit. yol. ii. p. I76. 
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Od the FoMil Footsteps of Birds on Connecticat Eirer. By Sir C. Lyell. 

^ Op. cit Tol. i. p. 200. 

Notice of a New Species of Batracliiaii Footmark. Bj James Deane, M .D. 
In * American Journal of Science/ rol. xlix. p. 206. 

Footprints. By Dr. J. A. Xing. In 'American Journal of Science,' 
Tol. xlix. p. 206. 

Fossil Footmarks and Baindrops. By James Deane, M.D. In ' Ame- 
rican Joumnl of Science/ rol. xlii. p. 213. 3 p^g^s. 

Footprints in the Coal-rocks of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. 
By Dr. J. H. King. In ' American Journal of Science/ toI. L new 
series, p. 268. May, 1846. 

Notice or a Small Ornithicnite. By Professor C. B. Adams. In ' Ame- 
rican Journal of Science,' toI. ii. new series, p. 215. Noyemher, 1846. 

On the Eridence of Fossil Footprints of a Quadruped, allied to Cheiro- 
therium, in the coal-strata of Pennsylvania. By Sir Charles Lyell. In 
'American Journal of Science,' vol. iii. new series, p. f4 6 pages. 
May, 1847. 

Onit7Aim»7ef— Phalangial Impressions. By the Editors of 'American 
Journal of Science/ vol. iii. new series, p. 276. 

Tracks of Alligators. Op. cit. p. 125. By the Editors. 

Description of Two new species of Fossil Footmarks, found in Massachusetts 
and Connecticut, or of the Animals that made them. By £. Hitchcock. 
In ' American Journal of Science,' vol. iv. new series, p. 46. November, 
1847. 12 pages, with 3 woodcuts. 

Fossil Footprints— Beclamation. By Dr. J. Deane. In ' American Journal 
of Science,' vol. iv. new series, p. 448. 

Fossil Footprint of a new species of Quadruped. By James Deane, M.D. 
In * American Journal or Science,' vol. v. new series, p. 40. May, 1848. 
1 page and a sketch. 

Fossd Footprints. By Dexter Marsh. In ' American Journal of Science/ 
vol. vi. new series, p. 272. November, 1848. 3 pages and sketch. 

The Fossil Footprints of the United States, and the Animals that made 
them. By £. Hitchcock. From the Transactions of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, vol. iii. 128 pages, and 24 quarto plates, 
describing 52 species. 1849. 

Notes on some recent Footprints on Bed Mud, in Nova Scotia. Collected 
by W. B. Webster, of Kentville. By Sir Charles Lyell. In Proceed- 
in;TS of London Geological Society. February 21, 1849. 

Illustrations of Fossil Footprints of the Valley of the Connecticut. By 
James Deane, M.D. In Transactions of American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, vol. iv. 16 pages and 9 quarto plates. 1849. 

Footprints in the Coal-strata of Pennsylvania, by Sir Charles Lyell. 10 
pages and 3 figures. In ' Second Travels in the United States,' vol. ii. 
p. 228. 1849. 

On the FossU Footmarks of the Bed Sandstone of Pottsville. By Isaac 
Lea. From Transactions of American Philosophical Society, ' Ame- 
rican Journal of Science,* vol. xiv. new series, p. 457. 

Pennsylvania. By Professor H. D. Bogers. In 'Annual of Scientific 
Discovery,' 1851, p. 314. 

On the Foot-tracks in the Potsdam Sandstone of Lower Canada. By Sir 
William Logan. In '* Beport on the Canadian Survey," 1851-2. * Annual 
of Scientific Discovery,* 1863, p. 304. 

On the Tracks of Gasteropoda, Crustacea, etc., in the Clinton group of 
New York. By Professor James Hall. In * PalsDontology of New 
York/ vol. ii. p. 26. 1852. 11 pages, 7 quarto pUtes. 



MAGKIB — ON VOSSIL BIBDS. 17 

Bemarks on the Fossil Impressions in the Sandstone Bocks of Connecticut 
Biyer. By Professor John C. Warren, M.D. 1 toL of 54 paires and 1 
plate. 1864. 

On the Footprints occurring in the Pottsdam Sandstone of Canada. By 
W. E. Logan, Esq. In * Quarterly Journal of Greoloirical Society.* 
1862. p, 199. ^ 

Description of the Impressions of Footprints of the Prototichnites, from 
the Pottsdam Sandstone of Canada. By Professor B. Owen, F.B.S. 
* In * Quarterly Journal of Geological Society,' 1852, p. 214, with 10 
plates. 

On recent Bird-tracks on the Sand of the Bay of Fundy. By J. L. 
Hayes. In ' Annual of Scientific Discovery ' for 1861, p. 314. 

On the Beptilian Footprints in the Carboniferous Bocks of Eastern 
America; Impressions (chiefly Tracks) on Alluvial Clay in Hadley, 
Massachusetts. By Charles H. Hitchcock. In * American Journal of 
Science,' May, 1866. 5 pages. 

Fossil Footmarks on the Bed Sandstone of Pottsville, Pennsylvania. By 
Isaac Lea. 16 pages super-royal folio, with 1 double lithographic plate. 
1856. 

On a Few Fossil Footprints {Gigandipus caudatus). By Edward Hitch- 
cock. In • American Journal of Science,* new series, vol. xxi. p. 96. 
3 pages and a sketch. January, 1856. 

On JVew and Bemarkable Gigantic Fossils and Footmarks. By John C. 
Warren, M.D. Bead before the Boston Society of Natural History, 
January, 1856. In * Boston Daily Traveller,' January 24th, 1866. 

Additional Facts respecting the Tracts of Otozoum Moodii on the Liassic 
Sandstone of the Connecticut Valley. By Edward Hitchcock. In 
ftoceedings of American Scientific Association, 1856, p. 228. 

On the Sandstone Fossils of Connecticut Biver. By James Deane, M.D. 
6 quarto pages, with 3 plates. In ' Journal of the Academy of Natural 
Science,' second series, vol. iii. March, 1856. 

Connection of Fossil Footprints with the Theory of Progressive Develop- 
ment. By Professor H. D. Eogers. In * Annual of Scientific Dis- 
covery,* 1856, p. 314. 

Fossil footprints. By Professor J. Wyman. Discovered by Professor 
H. D. Bogers, in Carboniferous strata, Pennsylvania. In Proeeedings 
of Boston Society of Natural History, vol. v. p. 268. 'American 
Journal of Science,' vol. xxi. new series, p. 441. MTay, 1856. 

Notice of Cheliehnus Wymanianu^. By Isaac Lea. In * American Journal 
of Science,* vol. xxii. new series, p. 123. July, 1866. 

Ichnology of New England. A Beport on the Sandstone of the Connec- 
ticut Valley, especially its Fossil Footmarks, made to the Government 
of Massachusetts. By Edward Hitchcock. 1 vol. quarto, of 232 pages, 
with 60 plates, illustrating one hundred and nineteen species of the Con- 
necticut Valley, 1858. . 

It would interfere with our plan, however, to enter here into de- 
tail of these footprints, and we shall therefore pass on to the first 
notice of the actual remains of birds in this formation, reserving 
hereafter a chapter especially devoted to Ornithictites, and the evi- 
dence they afford of the classes of birds or animals that made them. 
This occurs in Mr. E. Emmons's * American Geology,' part vi., pub- 
lished at Albany, N. Y., in 1857, where at page 148 is the following 
description : — 

VOL. VII. n 
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" AvKS, or Birds.— FalaomU S^ruthianaides, n. g. (E.). It to a re- 
markable fact that the remains of birds are so rare in the sandstones 
and shales in which their footprints are so common. The only fVag- 
ment of a bone which has been obtained in the country, which could 
be referred to this class of warm-blooded animals, I procured from 
the red and variegated sandstones of Anson County, N. C. It is a 
portion of the sacrum (fig. 114), natural size, and contains six verte- 
Drae anchylosed together. The figure shows the under side, and 
brings to view their perfect confluence. Upon the sides these bodies 
are seen projecting laterally from the mass of bone. It is three and 
one-half inches long, one and six-tenth inches wide, and one and two- 
tenth inches thick. (See PI. IV.) 

" A microscopic examination of the bone-cells (fig. 115) confirm s 
the opinion expressed relative to the class of animals to which it be- 
longs. 1, shows the bone-cells of a fish ; 2, those of a reptile ; and 
the remaining five the cells of the bone under consideration. The 
size of this bone proves that it belonged to a large heavy bird. The 
width of the same bone in the eagle is half an inch. It is more than 
three times the size of the largest of the kind, but it is not the 
proper bird with which to compare it, for it is highly probable that 
it more resembled the Struthiones, or ostriches, — birds with thick 
toes, — than any other living family. Its specific name has an allu- 
sion to this resemblance. The footprintsof birds are mostly made bv 
those which possessed toes of this description, especially those which 
are confined to the sandstone of the valley of the Connecticut." 

The first notice of bird remains in the Oolite of England was given 
in the * Quarterly Journal of the Microscopical Society of London,' 
1857, vol. V. p. 63, in an article, illustrated with plates, " On the 
Existence of fiiBD 8 during the deposition of the Stoi^ebfield Slats, 
proved by a comparison of the Mickobcopio Structube of certain 
Bones of that formation with those of Eecent Boi^es. By the 
Rev. J. B. P. Dennis, F.G.S.,of Bury St. Edmund's." 

From extensive observations made upon the bones of birds, Mr. 
Dennis found that in their microscopic characters, these bones are as 
distinct from those of mammifers as the latter are from the bones 
of saurians. ** As the lacuna in the saurian bone exceeds that of the 
mammal in the size of its canal iculi, so does the latter exceed that 
of the bird ; and as they are more numerous and more branched in 
the bird than in the mammal, so, in like manner, are they more so 
in mammalian than in saurian bone." " It is in birds," he continues, 
" that the Haversian tubes attain their most elegant and varied reti- 
culations, not fortuitously, but with design, and that intimately con- 
nected with the life and habits of the animal. In fact, each bone 
is a study in itself, and involves a knowledge of the muscles that move 
it, as well as of the use it is designed for." 

The object of his paper, Mr. Dennis says, " is to prove, from a 
general exposition of the structure of birds, that they had representa- 
tives on this planet when the Stonesfield Slate was still the soft mud 
of u large estuary ;" and for this purpose be enters (for the thorough 
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elucidation of the question) into the consideration of the structare, 
not only of birds bat of both raammals and reptiles also, the latter, 
by the tterodactyles, being intimately connected with the subject. 

"Amongst mammifera, the bats alone have the power of maintaining a 
continued flight, by the rapid vibrations of membranous wings, which are 
in fact but a modification of the arm and hand, so adapted as to enable 
them to extend a- thin canvas by which their bodies are drawn through 
the air. To this end the fingers are ^eatly increased in length as well as the 
humerus and radius ; the scapula also is large, and lengthened in a slanting 
direction at its lower portion for the better attachment of muscular power ; 
and to afford greater support to the stroke of the wing ; the clavicles are 
curved like the furcula of the bird, and perform the united fiinctions of 
the furcula and coracoids, preventing the compression of the chest, and 
keeping the humerus in its place when acted upon by the pectoral muscles. 
. . .^ut there is no deviation in this flying mammal from the plan nature 
has laid down for the construction of mammifers ; the bat, because it flies, 
is not a bird, no more than the bird that swims and cannot fly is a fish. . . . 
The wing of the bat is in accordance with the same design that framed the 
hand of man. . . . The bones of bats are excessively strong, hard, and 
semitransparent. . . . The muscles of the fore arm are extremely insigni- 
ficant when compared with those of birds ; their bones are harder in texture, 
and only the very large bats possess Haversian tubes, even the largest 
indigenous to this country are without them;* and the Pteropus, the 
largest of the family, has onljr short and straight ones, and these not at all 
numerous. ... In fig. 1, pi. vi. are shown the Haversian tubes and lacunas 
of the Pteropus or flying fox, as it is popularly called ; the Haversian 
tubes are more like long lacunsB, and are in the numerus straight, uncon- 
nected, and not numerous, but the lacunse are very abundant ; these be- 
come more fusiform in the phalanges (fig. 2). . . . The canaliculi of the bat 
are large for mammals. ... I conceive the reason of the paucity or absence 
of these tubes (the Haversian) in the bats is to be found in the character 
of their wings, and the habits of the animal. Sats require light but strong 
bones, hardly at all flexible, for were they so the creat lengtn and slender- 
ness would make the wing so pliable that it would be powerless in resist- 
ing the air, and thereby enabling the animal to sustain itself in flight. Light- 
ness is obtained by numerous lacunae, and numerous and comparatively 
thick canaliculi, and no more elasticity is imparted to the bone than is 
sufficient to preserve its structure, ana obviate any fracture in flight. In 
the bird, on the contrary, elastic resistance to muscular pressure is of 
much importance ; and hence appears to have arisen that admirable ap- 
plication and adjustment of the Haversian tubes so conspicuous in the 
economy of birds. . . . Besides bats there are other xyammifers, such as the 
Galeopithecus, flying Phalangers, etc., which . . . are enabled to perform 
flights to some extent by the aid of a lateral extension of their skin, which 
being spread out like a parachute sustains them for some time. ... In the 
smallor flying Phalanger the Haversian tubes, especially in the tibia, are 
large and numerous, the lacunse are very numerous, and the canaliculi 
large ; every particle of unnecessary weight seems to have been abstracted 
from their bones, that the light animal may float almost like a feather in 

the air (fig. 3) 

" Amongst recent reptiles, the Draco volans is enabled, by an extension of 

* In a footnote Mr. Dennis states that he has ** foand them in the jaw, a thick stem 
with a few straight branches between the faugs of the teeth." 
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its false ribs, to expand a fan-like membrane, by which it can . . . for a little 
time sustain itselt in the air. . . . The bones of this most interesting reptile 
are hollow and thin, but strong, without Haversian tabes, and haying nu- 
merous lacunffi ; the canaliculi are line for a reptile, but partake in other 
respects of the reptilian characters. . . . The gannet, being peculiarly cha- 
racterized by the length of its wing-bones, is a very appropriate bird to 
compare both with tne bats and the Pterodactyles ; . . . the humerus, 
radius, and ulna partake of the (microscopic) characters observed in all 
birds whose wings are long and pointed. In the humerus vertical section 
(fig. 17) the Haversian tubes do not reticulate, but run nearly parallel, and 
ultimately converging to a point, from which extends another tube, which 
converges in a similar manner. ... In the transverse section the Haversian 
tubes appear as round dots, the lacunte as small irregular specks, and the 
canaliculi beautifully reticulate, etc. . . . Furcula, ^g. 18, coracoid, fig. 19, 
femur, fig. 20 ; transverse section, fig. 21 ; tibia, fig. 22, rib, fig. 24 ; furcula 
of swift, fig. 6. . . . The structure of the gannet ... in the principal bones 
admirably exhibits the beautiful adaptation of the microscopic structure of 
bone to the movements, habits, and well-being of the creature ; and in no 
bone is that adaptation more closely shown tnan in the coracoid — the cir- 
cular reticulations of the Haversian canals in which bone are assuredly 
designed to enable it to sustain the shock it must receive when the bird 
impinges on the water. . . . 

" For ordinary purposes, the gelatinous homogeneous bones of fishes seem 
sufficiently strong for their mode of living, but a much more elaborate 
structure is requisite in the higher vertebrata. ... In the Ichihyosaurtu 
and Plesiosaurusy the canaliculi, though finer than those of some other 
saurians, are few in number ; hence their bones are perfectly distinct from 
those of mammifers or birds/' 

Mr. Dennis then passes on to the more direct consideration of the 
structure of birds' bones : — 

" Comparisons,*' he says, " with the same bones in birds of similar flight 
and configuration of the wing are highly useful in elucidating this subject. 
Take, for instance, such birds as the ring-dotterel; tumstone, dunlin, 
pigmy curlew, little stint, and other birds of that description, whose mode 
of flight is so similar that . . . the most practised sportsman ' cannot ' dis- 
tinguish one from the other by its flight. If we examine a portion of the 
ulna taken from the same part of the bone in any one or all of these birds, 
we shall at once observe a similar and singular correspondence in the dis- 
position of the Haversian tubes. Examine next the ulna of the greensand 
piper, a bird whose wing is broader . . . and not so pointed, . . . and 
wnose flight is easily recognized from its congeners, . . . and there is * an 
entirely different arraifgement of the Haversian tubes, which are reticulated 
in every direction, while in the rest they observe longitudinal directions." 

What conclusion can we arrive at, Mr. Dennis asks, but that these 
tubes are arranged in accordance with the flight of birds ? and in 
confirmation of this view he points out that the starling, raven, jay, 
etc., in which the secondary quills are well developed, have all fine 
and numerous reticulated tubes : — 

" In the fowl they are very powerful, and the ulna contains numerous 
and fine tubes ; in the owls the same ; in the hawks the Haversian tubes are 
large and much reticulated, and are easily recognized from those of other 
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birds. It seems therefore possible, from the microscopic stmctare of the 
bone of a bird, to divine the shape of its wing and the character of its flight, 
there being a nerfect correspondence one with the other, just as a peifect 
knowledge of the femur will mform us whether a bird could swim, or only 
ran or walked/* 

And this, he thinks, may be done even from a fragment of a bone, 
'' after we have acquainted ourselves with the general principles by 
very numerous and exact observations." 

** In the coraooid, for instance, the ordinary disposition of the Haversian 
tubes would be longitudinal, braced more or less, because that would be 
the best arrangement to resist the powerful action of the pectoral muscles. 
. . . The ulna of the razor-bird and guillemot is more reticulated than 
would primarily be expected in the wing of a bird when the secondary 
quills are so very weak ; but then it must be considered that those birds 
use their wings much more like fins when under water than as instruments 
of flight," etc. 

Having so far grappled with the general features of the micro- 
scopic characters of oirds, Mr. Dennis takes up the microscopic 
structure of Pterodactyles. It must not, however, be forgotten that 
we are quoting an author who was amongst the first to investigate 
the subject, and whose painstaking and details are therefore the more 
worthy of credit to himself, and useful to the student, from their 
elaborate minuteness. 

" The Pterodactylus longirostris perhaps affords us the most perfect 
means of studying the singular proportions of its skeleton. A larger and 
less perfect, but exceedingly useful one was discovered by Miss Anning, 
at Lyme Eegis, . . . now in the British Museum. Also portions of the jaws 
of a very large kind have been discovered in our Chalk formation, with 
other bones, now supposed to have belonged to a similar animal. From 
these specimens we learn that the animal was a true Saurian, apparently 
adapted for flight and for arboreal and terrestrial movements, ana instead 
of possessing, like the bat, an extension of all the fingers, it had only one 
prolonged, the others being used in progression. . . . We may suppose that 
the Fterodactyle in some degree in the use of its limbs approached the 
frog ; we may also . . . that the muscular development of tne fore arm of 
the Pterodactyle was something between that of the bat, frog, and bird. 
The presence of quills in the bird has evidentl^r materially affected the 
muscular development of the fore-arm ; as also their being bipeds involved 
a greater development of the muscles of the leg. ... In theTterodactyle 
the strain upon the bones of the wing would be principally in the long 
direction, there being no lateral pressure from feathers oeing attached to 
the bone. In the bird . . . the Haversian tubes vary according to the 
shape and uses of the wing, but there is no reason to suppose that such 
variations would be required in the Pterodactyle. In the Phalangers they 
extend longitudinally ; we nmy therefore suppose that such was the case 
in the Pterodactyle. . . . 

" Next, with regard to the lacunae, of what shape would analogy teach us 
to expect them to be in the Pterodactvle P Surelv long pointed ovals ; as, 
indeed, they have been so figured, only the mistake made was in supposing 
such a shape was peculiarly characteristic of the Pterodactyle, whereas the 
shape of thelacuna is characteristic of no classor order of vertebrate animals, 
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but is onlr cooBected with the reqairements of the bones of the animal, 
and may be long or round in the same animal as ooeaaion requires." 

After writing the above remarks, Mr. Dennis received from Mr. 
Henry Catt a portion of bone from the chalk of Brighton, which 
exhibited precisely these characters. Writing of it, he says : — 

** The Haversian tubes are principally longitudinal ; the laounsB are long, 
like those on the bill of the pelican, — and, indeed, the Haversian tubes 
may nearly compare, especially in size. There is, however, a peculiarity 
I was not prepared for, having observed it in no bird-bones, though I have 
noticed something like it m the frog. It is the way in which the 
lacunie cross.* There appears to be a set running longitudinally, and a 
set above them running in the opposite direction, which ipves a veiy 
marked and peculiar character to tne bone, and makes me thmk the bone 
from the Chalk, and which is a hollow bone with very thin walls of a pe- 
culiar tezture,t is Pterodactyle bone. Another thing confirms me in tnis 
view : the canaliculi are not numerous, like those of birds (fig. 7 and 14) ; 
if so, this is a further confirmation of those general principles I laid down 
in a previous paper on the characteristics of bone, — the Pterodactyle, 
thougn it could fly like the bird or bat, yet showing its saurian characters, 
both outwardly and inwardly in its bones." 

Mr. Dennis then takes up that topic with which we are now most 
interested, — a bone from the Stonesfield slntc, which he assigns to the 
class of birds. The fossil bone which Mr. Dennis submitted to exa- 
mination was selected from several other supposed fossil bones of 
birds from that stratum, belonging to Mr. Adams, of Buriton, Peters- 
field. It was selected as one of the greatest interest, from its strik- 
ing similarity in structure to the humerus of the heron. It belonged, 
according to Mr. Dennis, to a smaller kind than our common heron, 
and appears from a drawing which, with some fragments only of the 
bone, was all that he received, to be the distal end of the humerus of 
the heron. The bone possesses " ^uite the texture of bird-bone in 
its outward appearance, and is decidedly different from that of the 
Pterodactyle from the Chalk, which looks rather silky, an appearance 
apparently caused by fine lines on its surface, which the bird-bone is 
free from. The vertical section of a portion of this bone gives the 
following characters : — 

"Haversian tubes for a bird of moderate thickness; reticulate, but 
without any precise form or size in the loops, but rather a marked irregu- 
larity is shown, some appearing square, others triangular, others oval, — 
in fact, of all shapes and sizes ; sometimes they somewhat interlace ; they 
do not entirely maintain a uniform diameter, the reticulations are inclined 
to form combinations, which produces a variety in their appearance, some- 
times two or three of a similar shape and size uniting. The lacuns are 
numerous, small ovals and round, hut more pointed ones than round. 
The canaliculi are fine, much branched, and very numerous." 

That this is the bone of a bird, from the evidence adduced, Mr. 

* In a footnote, Mr. Dennis says he has observed something like this crossing in the 
skulls of some birds and in the bonc-platcs of the Armadillo. 

t Such are the familiar characteristics of the known Pterodactyle bones from the 
Chalk and Jurassic strata.— Ed. Geol. 
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Dennis thinks there can be no doubt ; and he therefore proceeds to 
attempt to disoover what kind of bird it might have been. '^ We have 
no reason," he says, " to suppose it belongs to the Eaptores, for it 
does not exhibit their peculiarities of structure, the Haversian tubes 
being peculiarlv large in the diurnal birds of prey. Neither did it 
with much probability belong to the Corvidae, for in them they are 
finer and more reticulate ; still, neither did it belong to the Colum- 
bidffl or the gallinaceous family." All the goose, duck, and gull tribes, 
with the divers, perhaps mergansers or cormorants, may also be ex- 
cluded, for they are reported, as far as Mr. Dennis has examined 
them, to have marked distinctions. By this process of separation, Mr. 
Dennis narrows the field of research, and " leaves us with the cranes, 
herons, egrets, and bitterns, and birds of that description," to dis- 
cover a living representative of this ancient bird. He then attempts 
to show that *' our common heron exhibits a very marked agreement in 
-many particulars." **The bones of the heron, like those of other 
animals, exhibit a varied adaptation of their Haversian tubes, and 
certainly do not compare with the fossil in some of them, — as the 
tibia, for instance ; but in the humerus there is a very great similarity, 
more so than in the ulna or radius. The Haversian tubes in the 
humerus appear to be constructed on the very same plan, so that a 
description of the one would be a counterpart of the other, only they 
appear rather larger in the heron. The lacun® have also the same 
shapes, with nearly the same admixture of round ones, the heron 
appearing to have a greater number. The canaliculi also per- 
fectly agree. Supposing the fossil bone to have been a humerus, 
its correspondence with the humerus of the heron would indicate 
tliat its wing was similar in shape, and its mode of flight correspond- 
ing." " Should further investigations," Mr. Dennis concludes, " sub- 
stantiate this surmise, it will be another triumph of the microscope 
in the field of science." To these remarks Mr. Dennis adds 
" Addenda," which contain excellent remarks for obtaining exam- 
ples of, and preparing bone-structure for microscopic examination, 
that may be read with much benefit by students and others interested 
in this subject. 

Mr. Dennis's paper is accompanied by a plate (Micr. Journ. vol. 
V. pi. vi.), in which the following figures of microscopical sections 
are given: — 1. Pteropus ; humerus. 2. Bat; phalanx. 3. Flying 
Phalanger ; tibia. 4. Draco voUms ; ulna. 5. Hed-throated Diver ; 
tibia. 6. Swift; furcula. 7. Mr. Catt's fossil (Pterodactyle). 8. 
Pelican; bill. 9. Stonesfield fossil, vertical section. 10. Ditto, 
transverse section. 12. Heron; humerus. 18a. Heron; humerus. 
h. Stonesfield fossil ; lacunas. 14. Mr. Catt's fossil (Pterodactyle) ; 
lacunae. 16. Heron ; lacunsD. 17. Gannet ; humerus. 18. Ditto ; 
coracoid. 19. Ditto ; furcula. 20. Ditto ; femur, vertical section. 
21. Ditto ; femur, transverse section. 22. Ditto ; tibia. 23. Ditto ; 
tarsus. 24. Ditto; rib. 

Of these, we have reproduced in our Plate V., as essential to the 
understanding of Mr. Dennis's arguments, fig. 9 to 16, namely the 
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two vertical, and the transyerae sections, and the lacunie of the Stones- 
field fossil ; with the sections of the heron and Pterodactyle bones 
for comparison. Of these figures, 13, 14, 15, 16 are magnified 300 
diameters ; the remainder 75 diameters. 

{To he eoniinued.) 



COEEESPONDENCE. 

Human JRemains and Flint Hatchets. 

Sib, — Some weeks ago, in passing hurriedly through Normandy, I 
visited the museum of the ancient town of Bayeux, and was surprised to 
see in the same glass-ease several fiint-hatchets, etc., and various human 
bones. I anxiously made inquiry of the ancient librarian in the room, 
who, with sparkling eyes, gave ready utterance to his satisfaction at my 
notice of the contents of the case, and entered fully into a relation of their 
discovery; of which the following is the substance of a lengthy communi- 
cation to the editor of ' L'ficho Bayeusain ' of the 24th July, 1863, by 6d. 
Lambert St.-A. Duvant. I am unaware whether this paper is known to 
the British geologists ; if it be not known, perhaps you will publish this 
communication, and draw attention to this locality ; for it appears to me 
that this discovery, if fully verified, supplies the desideratum alluded to 
by Sir Charles Lyell in the following passage : — " It is naturally a matter 
of no small surprise, that after we £ive collected many hundred flint-im- 
plements (including knives, many thousands), not a single human bone has 
yet been met with in the alluvial sand and gravel in any of the parts of 
Europe where the tool-bearing drift of the Post-Pliocene period has been 
investigated in valley deposits." (Lyell, * Antiquity of Man,' p. 144.) 

Augustin Gilbert, a laoourer, was occupied in excavating earth for the 
repair of a road (in the month of March, 1863), near the hamlet of Pont- 
Boch, on a portion of the territory of " D'Andrieu, called Les Perrelles," 
close to the banks of the river SeuJle ; and at the depth of 1 foot 10 inches 
below the surface, he discovered the remains of a numan skeleton, near 
which was found a deer horn, lying by the upper part of the femur, and 
higher up, towards the skull, two flint-hatchets close together ; a tusk of 
an old boar, measuring 5 J inches in circumference, and a portion of a flint 
knife, of which only 3^ inches remain of the blade, which is slightly curved 
at its npper extremity, is still very sharp on both sides ; one face is flat, 
the other has two longitudinal grooves. The flint-hatchets are coated with 
an opaque substance ; they are of different dimensions, quite polished, and 
worked with remarkable skill ; the strongest is 6 inches by a width of 2} 
inches on the cuttinfi^ edge, diminishing to 1^ inch at the other end. The 
smallest, 4} inches long, with 1^ inch on the cutting cd^e, reducing to 
I of an inch at the other end. The knife is of the same class, as regards 
the working of the material. The human remains are in a good state of 
preservation ; one part of the maxillary bone contained seven perfectly 
sound teeth. The body was lying with its head towards the rising and the 
feet to the setting sun. 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

Patbice Fbaseb, M.D. 

63, Orowenor Street, Oroavenor Square, 
JOecemher I2th, 1863. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF GEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES. 



'6BOLOGI8T8' AssociATiOH. — The first meetings of the present session 
was held, Noyeraber 3rd, at the rooms of the Medical Society of London, 
Greorge Street, Hanover Square, whither the Association has remoyed. A 
paper was read by Mr. Carter Blake on ** Fossil Elephants," which elicited 
some very interesting remarks from Mr. Charlesworth, Mr. Cresj, and 
Professor Tennant, the President. Mr. Evans then read a communication 
on the geology of the railway-works in the vicinity of London, and illus- 
trated his paper by an exceedingly interesting suite of fossils. 

Manchestbs Geological Society. — The twenty-fifth Annual Meet- 
ing was held at the Museum, Peter Street, on the 29th October last. The 
Seport showed the Society in a very prosperous state. 

The following gentlemen were elected office-bearers for the ensuing 
year : — President : Andrew Xnowles, Esq. Vice-Presidents : E. W. Bin* 
nej, F.B.S., F.G.S.. Sir Jas. P. Kay-Shuttleworth, Bart., F.G.S., Joseph 
Dickinson, F.G.S., W. Koby Barr, Esq. Treasurer : Mr. Henry Mere 
Ormerod. Auditors : E. P. Greg, F.G.S., Mr. James Hertz. Honorary 
Secretaries : John Atkinson, F.G.S., John Edward Forbes, F.G.o. 
Honorary Curators : Mr. E. W. Binney, Mr. H. M. Ormerod. Council : 
Mr. Thomas Ashworth, Mr. John Bradbury, Mr. Joseph Chatwood, Mr. 
John Cross, Mr. Thomas Farrimond, Mr. Joseph Goodwin, Mr. G. C. 
Greenwell, Mr. J. J. Horsfall, Mr. Clegg Livesey, Mr. George Peace, 
Mr. John Taylor, Mr. John Wild. 

Bepresentatives of the Society at the Council Meetings of the Natural 
History Society— Mr. E. W. Binney and Mr. Alderman Harvey. 

South Shields Geological Club. — The anniversary meeting was 
held on the 13th November. In addition to the independent investiga- 
tions of members of the South Shields Geological Club, the Club have 
found it exceedingly interesting and instructive to pursue, during fixed 
winter evenings, a systematic and practical examination of geological phe- 
nomena, for which the numerous lithological and fossil specimens in tiieir 
possession, or procured during various explorations, have supplied ample 
and admirable materials for comparison and illustration. 

The important advantages that have been already derived from the es- 
tablishment of the Club, have abundantly demonstrated the great value of 
the application of the co-operative principle, even to the active pursuit of 
natural science. 

The President's Address referred to some points of {geological interest 
connected with the ground traversed during the preceding season, and in- 
dicated the special departments that would occupy consideration during 
the one now approaching. 

The ooal-fields of Durham and Northumberland are traversed in various 
directions by Basaltic dykes, which at severalpoints are exposed, and good 
opportunities afforded for observing them. Tne most remarkable of these 
igneous masses in the North of England is the great whin sill, so named, 
in contradistinction to whin d^fJcBf on account of its stratiform character, 
and general eonformability to the stratified beds on which it rests. It is 
composed chiefly of Greenstone and Basalt, and extends from Brough, in 
Westmoreland, to within a very few miles of Berwick-upon-Tweed. It is 
generally of one stratiform mass, but sometimes two, and even three, strati- 
form beds occur. The course of the whin sill, from the Pennine range, is 
in a north-easterly direction, and after crossing the North Tyne appears 

VOL. vii. B 
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at Bavin^ton, and on the east coast at Dunstanbur^h Castle, where it 
forms a high escarpment facing the sea, and n fiords the rery best oppor- 
tunity for observing the vertical columnar structure which it here assumes, 
with the usual lateral jointings. It again appears at Bamburgh Castle and 
tlie Fame Islands ; at the former, the columnar masses incline to an angle 
of forty-five degrees, as at Holy Island, where it is again seen, and thence 
proceeds to the Kyloe hills, six miles northward from Belford. 

To account for the introduction of the whin sill into the limestone strata, 
two theories have been advanced. Mr. Hutton maintained that the Ba- 
saltic lava was poured out on the bed of the ocean, at one or more periods, 
during the deposition of the limestone strata, and thus became inter- 
stratified amongst them. Professor Sedgwick, on the other hand, enter- 
tains the opinion that the eruptive lava, during a later period, forced its 
way into the previously deposited rocks, along their surfaces of stratifica- 
tion, and thus elevated the whole mass of superincumbent strata. 

Each hypothesis encounters its own peculiar difficulties while endeavour- 
ing to account for all the phenomena. From his own observations of the 
whin sill, which have been confined to its more northern course, the Pre- 
sident was led to adopt, in preference, the hypothesis of Hutton. The 
force required to have horizontally opened and intruded so large a mass 
of igneous matter into the limestone beds for so many miles would be 
enormous, and was almost certain to have dislocated and greatly broken 
the superjacent strata, and to have intruded dykes and veins of Basalt in 
all directions into the adjacent fissures. Dislocations evidencing great 
violence in their production, and the intrusion of Basaltic masses, how- 
ever, are nowhere observable. Of the numerous faults that traverse the 
northern coal-field, two may be seen in our immediate neighbourhood, 
namely, the dyke in Tynemouth Cliff", and the ninety-fathom dyke near 
Cullercoats. The latter is of much geological interest, arising from the 
vast dislocations and remarkable downthrow of the strata it has effected 
along its whole uninterrupted course of one hundred and thirty miles. 
Tbis great fault begins at the northern termination of the Pennine chain, 
and runs eastward to the sea-coast at Cullercoats, and has caused a relative 
depression of the limestone strata on the north, estimated at some points 
at not less than two thousand feet. The depth of the downcast, however, 
varies much at different places : at Cullercoats it is nearly fifty fathoms. 
The fault can be best seen and studied at Cullercoats and Whitley, for 
here it has dislocated not only the coal-measures, but also the Lower Red 
Sandstone and the magnesian limestone of the Permian series. The beds 
are invariably depressed on the north side, and dip towards the fault, tlie 
plane of the dislocation being about fifty-nine degrees. The surface of 
the overlying sandstone is marked along the dip of the fault by numerous 
pardlel flutings made by the intruded mass, affording the clearest evidence 
of the great violence with which the displacement was effected. The 
course of the dyke from Cullercoats to Grosforth is W.N.W., thence 
W.S.W. across the Tyne about three miles above Newcastle, and thence 
W. to Brampton, where it bends in a nearly S.E. by S. direction to 
Brough; from Brough to Wild Boar Fell nearly S.W., and thence to 
Graygarth, S.S.W. ; from Graygarth to Wharfdale,- E.S.E., turning a 
little more eastward as it approacnes the Wharf. The geological age of 
this great i^eous eruption seems pretty accurately indicated. It divides 
the lower Permian beds at Cullercoats, but does not appear to have dislo- 
cated the Triassic Bed Sandstones in its western course. It must, there- 
fore, have been intruded either about the time of the deposition of the 
middle, or of the upper, beds of the magnesian limestone — certainly not 
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later than the deposition of the latter. The coarse of the Basaltic dyke 
seen in the cliff at Tynemouth, where it passes into the Permian Lower S.cd 
Sandstone, has evide'ntly a westerly direction, but it has not been traced ; 
its relations, therefore, are not precisely known. In mineral character it 
is a compact labradorite. 

HayinjB^ thus briefly adverted to a few points of ^ological interest con- 
nected with the ground traversed during the last winter evening meetings 
of the Club, it oidy remains for me to indicate the departments of geological 
inquiry to which our attention will be directed during the present season. 
The coal-measures will receive our first consideration, more esnecially as 
they immediately succeed the Devonian system, which has already re- 
ceived some considerable attention. The fauna of the formation, as we 
shaU see, acquires still further development, in harmony with the general 
law of progression that regulated the introduction of orp^anic existences 
from the Cambrian epoch, through all the succeeding periods, to the close 
of the Tertiary, when it culminated in man. It is a curious fact that not a 
single species of the singular bone-encased fishes of the Old Red Sand- 
stone survived the close of the Devonian period, these fishes not having a 
single representative in the coal-measures. Seeing the period of transition 
from the one to the other was apparently quiescent, free from violent or 
sudden upheavals of the earth's surface, to what causes are we to attribute 
their extinction P The flora of the Carboniferous system is its distinguish- 
ing characteristic, and its exuberant vigour is very remarkable when com- 
pared, or rather contrasted, with the paucity and apparent feebleness of 
the preceding Devonian vegetable forms. Tiie Permian series, another 
local formation, though not so important, in an industrial point of view, as 
the Carboniferous, is, nevertheless, one of considerable interest. The at- 
tention of the Club will also be directed to this series, the last of the 
Palaeozoic divisions. The formation is so well developed in our immediate 
neighbourhood, that frequent opportunities will arise for examining to- 
gether the many excellent sections of the strata it contains. 

In conclusion, the President congratulated the members of the Club on 
the vigour and success that had hitherto characterized their operations, 
and on their enthusiastic devotion to scientific investigations at once so in- 
Btmctive and entertaining. 
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GEOLOGICAL NOTES ON THE COUNTRY NEAR MELBOURNE, 

VICTORIA. 

By Thos. Habbison. 

Australia offers both advantages and the reverse as a field wherein 

§eology may be studied. Mesozoic strata being absent, or very sparingly 
eveloped, the variety of fossils is not extensive ; but some of the pheno- 
mena observable are by no means devoid of interest. 

The very limited portion of the Australian continent which I purpose 
describing is delineated upon sheet number I of the geolo^cal map lately 
issued by Mr. Selwyn, — a reduced sketch-copy of which is enclosed with 
the present communication (PI. YL). 

By this map it will be seen that there are at least three classes of 
strata to be noticed — Silurian, Tertiary, and Volcanic. The site of 
the Victorian metropolis, together with the suburban townships, com- 
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Fig. 1. — The shaded portion isSilurian; 
the very dark fiut, Granite ; the dotted, 
Tertiary, and Tertiary covered by basalt. 
The references are : — 1. Arthur St. 2. 
Mt. Martha. 3. Mt. Eliza. 4. Yowaogs. 



prises the whole of these in various proportions. Melbourne proper, 

witii tne exception of its extreme 
western portion, which is situate on 
an older volcanic formation, is built 
almost wholly upon May Hill sand- 
stones and soft laminated shales. 
The whole of this stratum has evi- 
dently been subjected to immense 
disturbance, it bein^ a matter of no 
little difficulty to discover a patch 
many yards m extent within which 
the beds even approach to a hori- 
zontal position. The general incli- 
nation of the stratification more 
often verges on the perpendicular, 
whilst numerous contortions, folds, 
and doublings — the upper edges being 
cut away by denudation, at the same 
time that the lower are hidden far 
below the exposed portion — offer an 
interesting but withal most difficult 
problem to the geological student. 
Very many of these contortions 
may perhaps be explained by the supposition of alternate elevations and 
depressions, but not a few are so intricate as to provoke queries by no 
means admitting of an easy answer. 

In some of the yet unpaved streets of the metropolis, for example, pro- 
truding edges of the shales resemble the piles of slates, seen from above, 
in a stone-mason's yard. Opposite the Supreme Court, several bends in 
the strata suggest the idea or a loosely-bound book forcibly pressed toge- 
ther from the two ends ; the inner and concave side being puckered up, 
whilst the outer curve is correspondingly stretched and fractured. In a 
fine section afforded by a cutting in Studley Park, the beds are nearly ver- 
tical, leaning towards each other above a pretty clearly developed anticlinal; 
such anticlinal, however, would seem rather to have oeen caused by lateral 
compression than by simply upheaving forces acting from beneath. At Keilor, 

a township about ten miles on the 

road to Castlemaine, a natural 

section displays contortions not 

unlike the letter S reversed and 

placed horizontally (part of this 

curve is shown in the annexed 

sketch, PL II.), traces of the 

bond being distinctly visible on 

the opposite sides of the valley, 

— one of denudation, — at least 

Fig. 2.— Bend in strata at Keilor, opposite side ^00 yards distant. And on re- 

cff valley to that 'represented by PI. II., and near movmg the surface of Collms 

the spot whence the latter was taken. Street eight ornme years smce, 

arrangements similar to the 
ground plan. Fig. 3, presented themselves, none of which seem capable of 
being accounted for by simple geological forces acting vertically. 

A somewhat remarkable feature of the strata referred to, is the frequent 
protrusion of Elvan dykes. Several of these masses are represented on 
the map by waving lines. From the condition of the closely adjacent 
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rocks, these djkes would seem to haye been thrown np in a heated state 
They occur in many places, but beins generally denuded down to the level 
of the surrounding rocks, traces of their existence are only discoverable by 




Fig. 3. — View of the strata near the junction of Collins and Russell Streets. I am in- 
debted for the sketch to a paper rend by M. Biandowski before the Royal Society of 
Victoria. The sketch represents the surface as looked dovm npon from above. 

the accidental labours of the quarryman. The 'fact that these (the dykes) 
are of an ancient date is most satisfactorily shown by numerous paleeozoic 
conglomerates being evidently formed from these eroded materials, and 
from their being seen to penetrate the Lower Silurian rocks, whilst the 
upper beds of the same formation rest perfectly undisturbed above. 

Another feature worth3r of notice is found in the quantity of quarts 
veins with which the Silurian beds are penetrated. The black lines re- 
presenting these, all having a nearly meridional strike, is auite a feature 
on maps of the districts wherein they abound. On the aiggings, such 
veins are, as may be supposed, auriferous ; but quartz is found in many 
localities wherein no trace of gold can be discovered. The sandstones of 
Studley Park, east of Collingwood, are often singularly intersected by this 
mineral, some of which, even in this locality, would seem to contain specks 
of the precious metal, since gravel brought from the neighbourhood often 
displays gold in minute |>ortions. I may mention that the Collingwood 
Mming Company are sinking a shaft through the " blue stone " (basalt) 
for the purpose of testing the bottom covered by the detritus of these 
rocks, and are sanguine ofsuccess. 

The fossils in the Melbourne Silurian formation are tolerably nume- 
rous ; but although many of the beds contain a profusion of marine exuvia, 
literally cemented together, like pebbles in a conglomerate, others are 
apparently barren of all vestiges of life or its evidences. Such a state of 
tbmgs would seern to tell of periods of repose and subsequent convul- 
sions, long ago, when life became marvellously abundant, followed by 
others equally extensive, during which every moving thing came to bd de- 
stroyed, and when only thick beds of sand, fine clay, and dense impalpa- 
ble mud accumulated in sea- bottoms untenanted by a single organism en- 
dowed with life, unenlivened by even a vegetable form. 

As avoiding such a theory, I am reminded of an hypothesis put forth 
by the late Hugh Miller, that in somewhat similar barren rocks alterna- 
tmg with a profusion of organisms, the shells had probably sunk by gra- 
vity through the quicksand surrounding them, ana that the fossiliferous 
beds so formed had subsequently been cleared of the remaining sandy 
particles by the gradual percolation of water through their midst. The 
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particular conglomerates I am deBcribinff would, however, appear to pre- 
aent somewhat different oonditiona, the barren portions being at the oot- 
tom and the shelly masses forming the upper stratum, — sugKestive, per- 
haps, that the shells, being light and comparativelv large, tool a superior 
position^ whilst the more weighty sand was washed or shaken through, on 
the principle that causes the larger and unbroken biscuits, if I maj be al- 
lowed the simile, to occupy the upper part of a cask, while the dust and 
'* midshipmen's nuts " just as assuredly seek the bottom. 

In consequence of tne foldings and contortions to which these Silurian 
beds haye been subjected, as may be supposed, a great yariety, both of 
fossils and lithological characteristics, are crowded into a comparatiyely 
small space. Near the Botanical Gardens, situate on the southern banks 
of the Yarra-yarra, and not far removed from two of the Elvan dykes 
marked on the map, the strata are composed of soft micaceous sand- 
stone, generally friable, and apparently much broken up and dislocated by 
past convulsions. 

The fossils in this locality are numerous, but small in size ; Orthida;, 
LeptsDnsB, with a kiud of spiral univalve, probably a Euomphalus, being 
the prevailing types. Close beside the beds wherein these organisms pre- 
vail are others destitute of fossils, but containing nearly spherical bodies 
of perhaps half an inch in diameter, and generally having a badly defined 
stem-like projection on one side, the stem being sometimes contmued for 
several inches, until ultimately lost in the surrounding matrix. On being 
newly fractured, these bodies appear of a fine lake colour, mottled with 
lighter tints, but fade and become dim after a few days' exposure to light 
and air. They are not yet named in the University Museum, although 
some few are therein exhibited. An infiltration of peroxide of iron and 
manganese may perhaps account for both the colour and the phenomenon ; 
but it is questionable whether these latter substances may not have been 
attracted by some animal or vegetable remains forming a nucleus, which 
has since disappeared. 

In a quantity of stones recently excavated from a sewer communicating 
with the Parliament Houses and Treasury— a manor particularly poached 
over by myself — I have met with Holopelke (P), Orthide (very small), 
Cuculeils (the shells still attached to eacn other, but generally open and 
filled with the surrounding stone), broken fragments of an Orthoceratite 
with transverse corrugations, Trilobites, and Creseis ForhesiL These 
latter pteropods, I believe similar to a species now found in the Mediter- 
ranean, are especially numerous. The general size is 1| to 2 inches, al- 
though one specimen, unfortunately fractured, must have been nearly 5^ 
inches in longitudinal dimensions. 

The above are nearly always found in the soft sandstones of the locality, 
whilst the shales of the same place contain large quantities of a species of 
worm many inches in length, which I do not find depicted in any work on 
the Silurian deposits in my possession. 

At Carlton Butts, about I^ mile north-east of Melbourne, the fossils, 
although thinly scattered, are remarkable for being in a remarkably fine 
state of preservation. Shales and sandstones predominate in this locality 
also, but are much harder than in the place last described. A peculiarity 
of the fossils found in this spot is their singularly rich colouring when 
only recently obtained. On laying open, at a single blow of the hammer, 
a fine specimen of the tail portion of an Asaphus (?), as it appeared a 
beautifully sculptured and lake-tinted object on the cream-coloured mass of 
8urroundin|2^ stone, I almost thought the fossil some new species of moth or 
butterfly miraculously imprisoned in a rocky matrix. The colouring is not 
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eonfined to particular or^j^anisms, but is due probably to the same causes 
as are the colours of the fossils in the Botanical Garden quarries. 

Moonee Ponds is, and perhaps will long remain, the most plentifully 
stocked preserve for the Melbourne collector. The prevailing rocks are 
shales and sandstones, the latter, in many places, being literally made up 
of marine exuvia, matted together, organism upon organism, in such a 
manner as to render the extraction of a perfect fossil a matter of some 
little difficulty. 

The general custom of these beds as depicted on both maps, but more 
especially that which shows the surrounding country on a smaller scale, 
present an outline peculiarly suggestive. It will be observed that the 
t)order8 of the formation are turned principally towards south and westerly 
points of the compass, the eastern boundary abutting against the granitic 
and porphyritic masses of the Dandenong ranges. Seen alone, as there 
represented, the above fact might be deemed hardly worthy of remark ; 
but the bold cliff-like escarpments which form the outline in many places, 
such escarpments having almost invariably a south or westerly aspect, 
suggests the cause, and tells of strong currents, oceanic action, and a steep 
and rocky shore exposed to the fiill fury of an extensive and stormy waste 
of water. Near Melbourne, in Studley Fark, overlooking the flats of Bich- 
mond and Collingwood, the feature alluded to is strikingly apparent. 
Standing on the lower ground, the resemblance to a precipitous coast is 
especially manifest ; whilst gazing from the summit, one is almost inclined 
to fancy the manjr undulations of the ground below are the arrested bil- 
lows of some ancient sea. At times, as a thick fog covers the plain be- 
neath, and when the higher portions of city and suburb just peep out of 
the mist-like islets, the old and fancied state of things seems realized ; 
whilst from the Tertiary beds below and their wide extension, almost uni- 
versal in a south-westemly direction, save in the case of a few granitic 
masses, Moimt Eliza, Mount Martha, Arthur's Seat, and the Yowangs, 
the student well knows that the time could not be geologically far distant 
when the waves, breaking near the spot whereon he stands, came rolling in 
from an expanse of ocean uninterrupted by land, rock, or island, nearer 
than the Falklands or the Horn. 

Tertiary deposits are developed to a great extent over the whole of 
Australia, and are well represented in the Melbourne district; more so, 
in fact, than appears upon the map, since they both overlie and underlie 
the basaltic lavas, and besides cover with a thin capping in many places 
the upturned edges of the elder Silurian strata. 

A tolerably good view of the Upper Tertiary beds can be obtained by 
following the line of the Melbourne and Brighton railway, along which, 
after the first few miles, where Basalt and outlying patches of Silurian 
rocks are traversed, some thick beds of the newer Pliocene are exposed. 
In a cutting near Chapel Street station, three or four miles south* west of 
Melbourne,a junction of the older with the newer rocks discloses a somewhat 
instructive section. The Silurian beds had there formed an abrupt coast- 
line, or at leasrt an uneven and rocky bottom, and upon them rests in un- 
conformable stratification the Tertiary sediment above, — forming a number 
of thin beds, gradually growing less and less curved, until attaining 3 or 4 
feet in thickness, when all traces of the uneven bottom is lost by the suc- 
ceeding deposits being thrown down in nearly level lines. 

From this point on the line the same Tertiary beds are exposed in each 
succeeding cutting as far as Brighton, a suburban watering-place eight miles 
from the metropolis, on the shores of Port Phillip Bay. On the beach neai 
Brighton, small outcrops of Lower and ferruginous Pliocene beds first 
present themselves, and, pursuing the line of coast, these are found gra- 
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dually increasing in thickness until a cliff is exposed some 60 to 80 feet 
high, formed of the first-mentioned beds above, and the latter lying in con- 
formable stratification at the base. 

These latter beds are somewhat, remarkable near this place (Pic-nie 
Point) for being filled with a yast number of tubular-shaped bodies, covered 
on the outside with warty excrescences. These tubes vsry in size from 
the thickness of a straw to that of a man's wrist Within them there is 
generally found a core, easily removable by a little gentle nressure. The 
outside of the tubes in question being harder than the otner portions of 
the strata, they, of course, resist the action of the waves more successfully, 
and stand out from the containing matrix in singularly bold relief ; often, 
when half imbedded, reminding one of some huge chiton clinging, for bare 
life, to his stony habitat, upon which he has been left high and dry by the 
VM^eding tide. Although bearing a very strong resemblance to fossils, the 
appearances witnessed are generally regarded by local geologists as due 
to the decomposition of hematite, with which the same kind of rock is 
known to abound. 

The upper beds in this particular spot, represented by a soft arenaceous 
stone, do not appear to be rbssiliferous, butalso contain certain tubular bodies 
—very different, however, from those last mentioned — generally traceable 
for many inches at a time, and of a chalky appesrance. Having for- 
warded a small hand-specimen to ihe Eev. «J . E. Woods, of Penola, Uiat 
gentleman suggested they might be a species of fulgurite due to the ac- 
tion of lightning, — a theory which seemed to be especially favoured by 
the tubes ueing invariably found in the higher portions of the strata, and 
nowhere traceable at a few feet from the surface. Subsequent observation 
has, however, would seem to show that these appearances must be referred 
to a far less romantic origin than ** the fire of Jove ; " in fact, on exami- 
ning them more closely, many appeared to be filled with a black and 
crumbling substance resembling decayed vegetable matter, and on search- 
ing still further, I discovered one in which a piece of wood, evidently the 
root of a shrub or tree, it as still contained. Since then I have met wiUi 
similar specimens in Melbourne among some Tertiary rocks near the gaol, 
and also at Northcote, where a thin capping of newer Pliocene deposits 
rests on the Silurian strata. In this latter instance I observed many re- 
isent roots, running downward into the loose rock almost perpendicularly, 
around which the sand and fine gravel appeared to be invariaoly hardened 
into a cemented pipe-like mass. Having tested these tubes with muriatic 
acid, I should not expect them to contain lime, as I once supposed. 
More probably, the potash in the wood combining with the surrounding 
quartzose sana, has given rise — first to a solution, and afterw ards to a de- 
position of siliceous particles. 

. Much of this district, near Brighton, is covered on the surface by depo- 
sits of shells several inches in thickness, wherein Cardium, Turbo, Trochus, 
Haliotis, and other species having representatives in the adjacent sea, are 
found in great abundance. In some places, these shelly deposits, being 
mixed up with arenaceous matter and small pebbles, by aflerwards par- 
tially decomposing form a soft, easily broken, shelly gravel or conglome- 
rate, interesting to the .youn^ geologist, since he can thus readilv trace 
every step of the process whicn changes the loose sand, unconsolidated 
pebbles, and aggregated shells, into a tolerably firm and stony rock of 
highly fossiliferous character. 

The evidence of these shell-beds goes far to show the very recent up- 
heaval of the surrounding district. A little observation will, however, 
reveal traces of more than one phenomenon of this description, together 
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with a eorresponding submersion. At the immediate junction of the 
lately-dMcribed Upper and Lower Tertiary beds, for example, not only is 
the upper surface of the latter water vrorn, but the rock itself, for many 
feet in depth, is fretted into numerous fissures, subsequently filled up with 
material exactly corresponding with that comprising the rock above ; thus 
a distinct proof is afforded of the underlying rock haying formed an old 
coi^t-line, or at least a rocky eminence nearly awash with the waves, from 
which position the whole afterwards sank sufficiently deep below the 
water to allow of nearly 20 feet of newer strata being deposited at a later 
period. 

Still further proof of these changes of level is afforded by certain for- 
mations around Geelong, at which place thick beds of limestone, contain- 
ing Planorbis, L^mnea, Faludina, and other limestone and fluviatile shells, 
appear above Miocene and beneath nearly 20 feet of Marine Pliocene de- 
posits; thus necessitating an upheaval over a portion of the country 
large enough to allow of freshwater lakes being formed, and a subsequent 
submersion of the whole district, in order that the marine strata might be 
thrown down. 

These continued elevations and depressions of surface are not a little 
puzzling to the tyro scarce willing to admit the possibility of any such 
phenomenon in a single instance. The district, however evidently vol- 
canic, would appear to have been especially subject to the changes spoken 
of, — a rise generally preceding, and a submersion succeeding, each out- 
burst of lava. Nor is it at all iniprobable, from recent observations, but 
that the land over the whole of rort Phillip Bay is still rising,* whether 
to be f<^lowed by a renewed outpouring of igneous rocks and a fresh sub- 
mersion is beyond the power of sciencd to foretell. 

No account of the Melbourne district would be complete without some 
mention of the Basalt — the hete noire of the miner, the material of half 
our public buildings, the substratum of so many Australian plains, the 
core of so many of our hilk, and the allowed source of the colony's fer- 
tility. This particular rock is of various ages ; no less than three different 
intrusions or outflows are traceable on the map annexed. The newer or 
Basalt proper about Victoria, in vast irregularly -shaped patches. On care- 
ful exploration, these generally show traces of having been ejected in some 
higher portion of the land, tilling up the adjacent valleys with a once 
molten out now solidified mass. At first view, few mineral substances 
would seem less capable of being acted upon by the elements. Yet the 
fertile soil, composed wholly of basaltic day and sand, together with huge 
boulders, masses left by the decomposition of the rock around them, 
show that so indurate a material is by no means proof against such com- 
paratively weak forces as atmospheric actions. The denuding power of 
water is also strikingly shown where the Merri Creek has cut its way in 
a channel, 60 feet deep, through basaltic beds for many miles. Still more 
remarkable is the denudation of the Keilor Valley. At this place, not 
only has the Basalt been removed, but 20 feet of Tertiary, and from 30 to 
40 feet of Silurian rocks have been cut through also ; thus leaving a 
number of semi-detached hills, each having a base composed of shales and 
FalfiBOZoic sandstones, strangely distorted by ancient convulsive move- 
ments ; a middle portion, formed of Tertiary deposits, lyingun conform- 
ably upon the older rocks below, and on their summits a thick capping of 

• * The 'Lightning,* Black Ball liner, lately struck upon a rock near the Heads, 
which had never been laid down in any chart, probably bccanse the depth at which it 
lay had decreased since making the first survey of the channel. 

VOL. VU. *■ 
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spheroidal, and in some places columnar Basalt,— a study to ^^J*^"*^ 
geologist, little, if any, less instractiye than the trap-surmounted hills ot 
Ardeche or the Tolcanic district of Auvergne. 
Melhoums, September 9, 1868. 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 



The Gbaham Shoal.— Several notices have lately appeared in the 
* Times ' upon the re-discovery of Graham Shoal, off the coast of Sicily, 
and lying nearly in the track of the mail-steamers running between Mar- 
seilles, Malta, and Alexandria. There had been for several years rumonrs 
that the shoal had sunk to such a degree as to be no longer dangerous to 
shipping. To verify this, her Majesty s ship Argus, Captain Ingram, was 
sent in October, 1861, and employed for several days in searching for the 
shoal, without success ; and from the report of her survey, supported by 
the opinions of the fishermen of Sciacca and Girgenti, it appeared that the 
accumulation of cinders and scoria Ihat had been heapea up by an erup- 
tion of a submarine volcano, and formed the shoal, had gradually dis- 
persed. 

When Etna was reported last summer to be in a state of eruption, Mr. 
Almona, of the Peninsular and Oriental steamship Valetta, mentally 
connected the fact with Graham's Shoal, considering the same causes that 
were influencing the larger mountain might also anect the hidden crater, 
and he determined to give the old spot of me shoal a wider berth in passing. 
The late survey of the * Growler ' has found the bank again ; and whether 
the * Argus's ' search was in fault, or that it has newly again come to the 
surface, must be a matter of surmise. 

Cbbtaceous TBBBBBATTJLiB. — One of the species described by Mr. Lan- 
kester in your November number {T, Moutoniana, D'Orb.) is a common 
sheU in the Lower Greensand of Godalming. Of the other (T. d^^essa. 
Lam.), I found a fine specimen at Shanklin, in 1861. The specimen figured 
on PI. XXI. Fig. 5, scarcely, however, represents T. depressa, as in that 
species the deltidium is in one piece, — C. J. A. Mbyeb. 

Wasium has been described by M. Bahr as existing in Norwegian 
orthite, in that of the island of liffinshohm, as well as in the orthite of 
Ytterby, He finds it in the state of oxide associated with silicA, alumina, 
iron, yttria, ceria^, didymia, lime, manganese, etc., but these minerals 
hardly ever contain more than one per cent, of wasa, or the oxide of 
"Wasium. A paper by M. Nickles is recorded in the Comptes E.endus of 
the French Academy, in which the existence of Wasium, as a simple body, 
is disputed, and reasons assigned for believing Wasium to be only a com- 
ply oxide, or yttria coloured with a little oxide of didymium or terbium. 

Sections on the Lbwisham and Tunbeidob Eailway. — ^Dear Sir, 
--In the course of last summer a tunnel was commenced on the new line 
of railway from Lewisham to Tunbridge, in the neighbourhood of Elmsted 
Jbane, Uromley, where a very interesting and highly fossiliferous deposit 
has been brought to light. o o j r 

A considerable tract of country around Bromley is occupied by a thick 
deposit of rounded flmt pebbles in sand, concreted portions of which have 
long been known as the " Bromley Oyster Conglomerate " 
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These pebble-beds are exposed in the open cutting at the south end of 
the new railway tunnel, but no fossils are seen in this section. In the in- 
terior of the tunnel, however, the lower portion of the deposit consists of a 
fine light-coloured pebbly sand and a band of hard conglomerate, both of 
which abound with a yery fine species of Pectunculus (P. brevirostris), well 
preserved. Together with this shell are others, some of which belong to 
liondon Clay species, others are those of the Woolwich and Thanet sands 
series, and several are, I am inclined to believe, undescribed. 

The following are those which I have been able to name with tolerable 
certainty : — Ostrea Bellovacina, 0, tenera, Cardium Plunuieadiense, 0. 
Xtoytont, Corbula Begulbensis, CAmouldii, Ct/rena cuneiformisy C, cordala, 
C. tnterinedia, Cytherea^ ModiolaMitchellii, Pectunculus brevirostris (very 
abundant), Arcay Avicula, Nucula (new species), Cerithium funatum, 
C. Bawerbankii, C. iMnnii, Calyptraa trochiformis. Auricula pygmcea, 
Fu9U9 IcUuSy F, gradatuSf Melania inquinata^ Murex, Melanopsis bucci- 
naides, Natica gtaucinoides, N, aubdepressa, Neriiina globula, Odostomia, 
Pseudoliva semicostata, Pitharella itichmanii, JRingicula turgida, Torna- 
tella, Trophon subnodosum, Vdlvata, Serpula, Lamna. To these I add, 
with some doubt, Sanguinolaria JEdwardsii, Anomia, JFustis tuberosus, 
Scalaria Bcnoerbankii, Neriiina concava, JSulima or JRissoa. I also add, • 
on the authority of my Mend Mr. C. J. A. Meyer, Lucina, Tellina, 
Teredo, Melania (P new species), Melanopsis artcillaroides, Scalaria 
(P new sjjecies), Fusus (P new species), Ikirritella, Olodus, 

My friend Mr. Bott possesses a fine specimen of F kolas from this spot. 

A few« weeks since I directed the attention of Mr. Edwards to this lo- 
cality, and as that gentleman appears to be much interested in these 
fossils, proper notice will doubtless be taken of any new species. 

A deposit of pebbly sand is evidently the production of water having 
considerable transporting power. It is therefore not surprising to find, 
that since the most abundimt fossils are of marine species, those of a fresh- 
water or estuarine character, such as Cyrenay Melania, Fitharella, etc., 
are much waterwom. The relative position of this bed is not shown in the 
sections now exposed, as the pebble-beds extend to the top of the hill. It 
is, I believe, about 60 feet above the Chalk, from which fact, and also from 
the general character of the beds, I feel inclined to place it at or near the 
top of the Woolwich series of beds, and not far below the London Cla^. 
This is the position assigned by Mr. Prestwich to the conglomerate bedm 
Sundridge Park. 

It will also be interesting to state that the long tunnel at Sevenoaks, on 
the same line of railway, cuts through the Neocomian or junction beds be- 
tween the Weald Clay and the Kentish Bag. At the south end of the 
tunnel clay and stone, with Cyrena, Faludina, etc., are seen in the spoil- 
heaps around the shafts. Following the tunnel to the north (the line of 
the dip of the beds), clays with Cerithium appear, which are succeeded by 
more sandy beds aboundmg in marine fossils, Area Maulinii, FemaMulletii, 
' Corbula ele^ans, etc. 

Above this bed is a thick deposit of Kentish Bag and Hassock. I hope 
on a future occasion to be able to furnish you with a list of the fossils from 
this bed. — ^Yours truly, Caleb Evans. 

3, Devonshire SiU, Rampstead, 10th December, 1863. 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 



The following geolo^^ical and srcliflsological articles appeared in the 
•Dublin Quarterly Journal' for May last year:-—" On the Flbt Imple- 
ments found in the Gravel of St. Acheul, and their mode of Occurrence," 
by J. Beete Jukes, F.B.S. ; " Beport of Council of Dublin Geological So- 
ciety for 1862-3;" "On the Chemical and Mineralogical Belations of 
Metamorphic Bocks," by T. Sterry-Hunt, r.B.S., of the Canadian Sunrey j 
" Description of an Oak Pile found in the Lake of Geneva," by Mr. 
Starkey. 

The ' Annales de Chimie et de Physique ' for August last, contains a 
note by M. Begnault " On an Apnaratus for the Fractional Distillation for 
estimating the Venale Value of the Essential Oils which are produced by 
the Calcination of Coals and Schists." 

The • American Journal of Science ' for November, 1863, contains the 
following articles : — " On certain Parallel Eelations between the classes of 
Vertebrates, and the bearings of these Eelations on the question of the 
Distinctive Features of the Beptilian Birds," and " On the Classification of 
Animals based on the Principle of Cephalization," by Professor J. D. Dana ; 
" On the Bocks of the Quebec Group at Point L^vis," by Sir VJTilliam E. 
Logan ; "iftemarks on the Causes producing the Different Characters of 
Vegetation known as Prairies, Flats, and Barrens in Southern Illinois, 
with snecial reference to Observations made in Perry and Jackson Coun- 
ties," oy Herr Engelmann, of the State Geological Survey ; "* On the 
Earth's Climate in Palaeozoic Times," by T. Sterry-Hunt, F.B.S., Chemist 
to the Canadian Survey. Amongst the notices are : — ** On the Phosphatic 
or Guano Bock of the Island of Sombrero," recently described as a new 
species of mineral by Dr. Phinson, under the name of Sombrerite. This 
notice is by M. Julien, a resiaent chemist at Sombrero, who gives a great 
deal of information about its extent and physical characters, disputes the 
accuracy of Dr. Phipson's statements, and asserts that the Sombrero guano 
is as variable in its composition as anyother phosphatic guano, and as little 
entitled to rank as a new species. "Dr. Phipson," he adds, ** cannot pos- 
sibly have examined with any care a sinele cargo, I venture to say not 
even a single ton ; for there is no natursd standard by which a represen- 
tative specimen could be * well chosen' or chosen at all. " On the N'ature 
of Jade, and on a new Mineral Species described by M. Damour," by 
Mr. T. Sterry-Hunt. Geological Survey of Canada : Keport for 1863. 



The following books and papers have been recently published . — ' List of the £chi- 
noderms sent to different Institutions in exchange for other Specimens, with Annotations 
on the Characteristics of the Species, Localities, Authorities, etc.* Bj A. Agassiz. 
* Beitrage zur Kenntniss der fossilen Pferde und zu einer verffleiehenden Odontographie 
der Hufthiere im Allgemeinen.' By Prof. L. Riitimeyer. Basel, 1863. This work» 
devoted to the fossil horses and related Ungulates, is illustrated with four plates con- 
taining numerous figures. * Methods of Study in Natural History.* By L. Agassiz. 
Boston, 1863. OrigiiioUy delivered as oral lectures, and reported in the 'Atlantic 
Monthly.* In the Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, toI. 
v., 1860-1862,— "Atomic Weight of Antimony." In the Proceedings of Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia,* January to July, 1863, — "Descriptions of Fossils 
from the Yellow Sandstone lying beneath the * Burlington Limestone ' at Burlington, 
Iowa.** In the Proceedings of Boston Society of Natural History, — ** Map of North 
America, illustrative of the Distribution of Land-Shells.*' By Mr. W. G. Binney. " On 
the Fossil Crab of Gay Head.** By Mr. W. Stimpson. " On the Reptile Bird of Solcn- 
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Iiofeu." By L. Agassis. "On tbe Geographical Bistribatioii of the Sea-Urehin of 
Masaaehiuetts Bay " {Eckmtu ^anularis). By A. Agassis. " Cast of Megatheriam set 
np at the Mosenm of Coinparali?e Zoology, Cambridge^ U.S." By L. Agassiz. *' Zircon, 
Corundum, and other Minerals from Greenwood, Me." By A. E. Verrill. " Copper- 
hearing Belt of Canada East ;" and " On the Magnesian Limestone of the Lower Silurian 
series of Prairie du Chien containing Crinoids and Fossil Shells." By C. T. Jackson. 



EEVIEWS. 

The School Manual qf Geology, 

By J. Beete Jukes, M.A., F.E.S., Local Director of the Geological Snnrey 
of Ireland. Edinburgh : A. and C. Black. 1863. 

If we think it beneath the dignity of Mr. Jukes's position to write school 
manuals, and regret the time spent on such trivial labours by a man so 
capable of better work, it is because, having attained to his present rank, 
and to the command of such powerful resources as fall within the grasp of 
a director of an eztensiye portion of the British Islands, we had hoped to 
see his whole time occupied in working out the material at his command, 
in a manner alike redounding to his own fame and to the advance of 
science. We have made the like comments on the popular books of other 
I eminent Government servants, and therefore these are not meai^t as per- 
' sonally unkind towards Mr. Jukes ; indeed, we are quite willing to admit 
that the book before us is a very nice one, and far more sensible than we' 
anticipated from the title or from the preface when we read in it that " this 
little hook is intended for the use of young persons of fourteen or fifteen 
years of age." Tbe preface, however, further informs that " it is also offered 
to grown-up persons who have no time for a more extended study of the 
science, with the hope that they may gain from it a fair general notion of 
the scope and nature of that science." The chief difficulty, Mr. Jukes 
: fancies, " the learner meets with in the study of geology, is the want of 
I elementary knowledge of the collateral sciences of physics, chemistry, 
• mineralogy, zoology, and botany," and he thinks, if these sciences were 
made part of our ordinary education, as they ought to be, it would be easy 
1 to teach their application to geology. We do not agree with him. The 
t first great impediment to the propagation of geology is the want of logic 
I and want of certainty of many of its principles ; it has nodhe same cer- 
/ tainty of conclusion as mathematics, it has not the self-evidence of experi- 
/ ments in cbemistry , it possesses neither analysis nor synthesis, and it wants 
', the efforts of our best men to give its tottenng framework solidity. The 
, older workers have thrown in such a lot of rubble, and although geologists 
have laboured much, it has been isolatedly and independently, every man 
casting his stone on the rising walls as a nasaer-by would on a Scotch 
. cairn, until the edifice has risen to lofty heignt, but without sufficient ad- 
, hesion. There is material enough for the rough work of the cyclopeaa 
' building, but it is as rude as the unhewn-stone forts of ancient North- 
umberland, and the cement and the facing-stones are wanted to complete 
' its strength and the fineness of its finish. There are other difficulties 
barring the general study of geology, time and money, — time to examine 
over extensive t<3rritories, money to defray the expenses of travel and of 
collecting. Local geologists working out special areas and subjects may be 



38 THE GEOLOGIST. 

numerons ; experienoed geologists ever must be few. Ko men _ 
greater adyantages for obtaining and elaborating some at least of the re- 
quired facing'Stones of the huge superstructure of geology than the Di- 
rectors of National Surveys, no other men have the means at their disposal 
in time, money, or assistance, still less of obtaining the intercommuni- 
cation with foreign surveys ; but instead of grand works such as Agassiz* 
' Fossil Fishes,* Button's * Coal Plants,* Owen's ' Odontography,' D'Or- 
bigny's * Palieontology of France,' Mallet's * Earthquake Phenomena,' and 
the publications of the Palsoontographical Society, we must be content to 
buy for our children the " little books " which those great men we wish to 
look up to, write for our publishers. Luckily, we have no reason to dread 
a Murchison penning a geolo^cal primer for infant schools. 

But to take the book as it is, ana to view it as one for those who have 
not time for much study, it is better calculated to give the best running 
notion of geology with the least amount of trouble of any book we know. 
The popular doctrines of geology are fairly and moderately put, and al- 
though adhering to many of the views which we ourselves have shown a 
strong antagonism to in the pages of this journal, Mr. Jukes puts them 
fairly, and, for a school treatise, propejly. Such a work is not an arena for 
controversy, nor would it be fitting in it to go too strongly against the 
stream of general belief, and it is therefore better and wiser to teach what 
is generally accepted, and when to that which is not certain the author 
adds a statement to that effect, he has done all that is required of him. 
This Mr. Jukes does most fairly, according to his conscience. Take the 
account of the igneous rocks as an example, on which, after stating the 
grounds which geologists urge for a molten state of the interior of the 
globe, and showing that if the temperature increased regularly with 
' depth, as it is supposed to do, say 1° F. for every 100 feet, or 52*^ F. for 
every mile, that at four miles deep water would be at boiling-point, at fifty 
miles the heat would be sufficient to melt steel, and that at a hundred 
miles the temperature would be 6000° F., which, Mr. Jukes says, is "greater 
than any that we know at the surface." 

" It is not by any means necessary, however, to suppose that the temperature docs in- 
crease indefinitely into the interior, or that the rate which regulates its increase near the 
surface continues to be the same for such depths as those mentioned above. Neither 
does it follow that the materials, whatever they may be, which exist at great depths, 
would be melted by the same amount of heat that wonld fuse them at the surface, since 
the enormous amount of pressure which they must experience, may keep them solid in 
spite of the heat." 

After this usual supposititious evasion of the discussion of the great diffi- 
culties attending the " molten interior " doctrine, Mr. Jukes praiseworthily 
adds a concluding sentence to his chapter : — 

" Little or nothing," he says, " is known about the constitution or condition of the 
interior, nor have we any grounds even for speculation, further than those which have 
been previously mentioned." 

The same moderate expression of views of which we have given an ex- 
ample from the first pages, continues throughout to the end, and from the 
last page we take another similar extract : — 

" The term 'transition' was at oue time used to designate an imaginary period between 
that of the formation of the so-called crystalline rocks and the others. Part of the same 
prejudice still lingers amongst geologists, and induces them to regard the present time as 
distinct from llie Tertiary epoch, and to introduce such terms as Post-Tertiary or 
Quaternary." 
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Fop those who want to get a fair rannin|i^ knowledge of geology with the 
least amount of trouble, Mr. Jukes's book will be just the thing. We 
think highly of Mr. Jukes's ability, and we wish it had been a great work, 
or a small work on some special topic, — something, in short, beyond an ele- 
mentary treatise going all over the old ground, — that we might have spoken 
as much kind praise as we have every pre-existing desire to give to any 
meritorious labours that emanate from any of the Survey men. 



The Flora of Marlborough. By T, H. Preston. 

. With Mr. Preston's brochure as a Flora we may hare, seemingly, little 
to do, but there is an important connection between the plants of a district 
and the soil on which tney grow. This soil may not oe necessarily the 
debris or the resultant of the weathering and atmospheric degradation of the 
true geological strata of the district, and indeed it may be, as it rery often 
is, formed from a superficial covering of the drifted and over-covering 
materials of a later and long subsequent age to that of the underlying 
rocks to which the main outlines of the physical geography are due. 
Botanists have perceived this relationship, and although they must neces- 
sarily regard it in a different light, we find that in local, and even in 
general Floras, considerable attention is now paid to the geological features 
of the district or country under botanical description. In this manner 
the geology of Marlborough is set before us in the little volume we are 
reviewing, before even the flowers of the region are recorded. This survey 
of the botanist is especially useful in its way to the practical geologist, 
because it investigates the superficial covering of the earth in a manner in 
which he would be little likely to do, and yet not the less important, as by 
it we obtain a knowledge of the workings of external agencies upon the 
ground that produces vegetation. In the neighbourhood of Marlborough, 
we are told uiat the surface for miles round, and to a great depth, has been 
entirely formed by these external agencies ; the Kennet, as an example, we 
are told, has at Lockeridge, only four miles from its source, filled up one 
of its former courses, and made a new track for itself through the marshy 
ground. On the northern side of the Sennet, the country consists almost 
entirely of Upper Chalk, with a few outlying patches of red clay on the 
tops of the hills. In a wood to the north of Mildenhall, there occurs a 
red stratified clay, more than twelve feet in thickness. About four miles 
east of Marlborough, on the ridge by the Sennet, there is a vertical fault 
running nearly north and south ; the western side being occupied by hori- 
zontal layers of Upper Chalk with flints, and the eastern by a reddish- 
brown sand, containing flint pebbles up to a pound in weight. Between 
Graham Hill and Martinsell the chalk is stated to be covered by boulder- 
clay, which is said also to extend westward as far as Clatford Bottom, and 
probably to form the subsoil of the greater part of the west woods, and on 
the eastward runs into Saverm^e Forest. In the valley to the south of 
Granham Hill there is a strip of light- coloured sandy clay overlying the 
chalk, and to the south of this what is called " a mottled red boulder-clay," 
containing large masses of flint-nodules and sandstone boulders. Near the 
top of the chalk slope at the north-west corner of the forest there is a 
trough-like hollow in the chalk, five- and- twenty feet wide and eight feet deep, 
fitted up with layers of red clay with large broken flints and cnalk rubble, 
and thickly studded with ** two kinds of fossil shells of the genus Helix, 
which very much resemble H, occlusa, and a smaller species, H. d* Urbani, 
some of whieh are beautifully marked. This hollow may have been the 



40 THB OBOLOeiBT. 

conrse of a rirer daring the time of depoeition of some of the later Tertiary 
beds ; and a flood probably swept into the layers of broken fragments of 
chalk and clay, together with toe numerous land-shells with which they 
are studded." About 300 or 400 yards from the spot is a light baff- 
colonred sand, and on the south siae of the pit are Hardened blocks of 
sandstone. The writer thinks this sand was once a part of the Plastic 
Clay series,, at one time corering the district, and. of which there are said 
to be still some remains in the south-east part of the forest. This appears 
to be, according to the subsequent description, a section showing the *' grey 
weathers " in situ. These " boulders " are stated to occur in great numbers 
in the valleys, especially at Lockeridge and Clatford Bottom, ** where they 
are heaped upon one another in the most promiscuous manner, as if they 
had been dropped by icebergs." Many are of large size, 90 to 100 tons. 
An outline of the Bagshot saods and clays also occurs in the Savemake 
Forest. Of the flora we can only say that it is conspicuously and con- 
cisely recorded in separate paragrapKs, with bold headings, and is sub- 
stantially upon the plan adopted by Professor Babington for his ' Flora of 
Cambridge. The book is illustrated with a small photographed map of 
the district, reduced from the ordinary 1-inch survey to withm the space 
of a double page. It wants a seale to indicate distances, and this might 
be usefully added. 



Philosophical Transactions qf tJie Royal Society, Part I. Vol. GLUT. 

1863. 

This part is a highly important one, containing papers " On the Belation 
of Badiant Heat to Vapour," by Prpfessor Tyndall ; " On the Strains of the 
Interior of Beams," by the Astronomer Boyal, Mr. Airy ; " On the Re- 
flection of Polarized Light from Polished Surfaces, Transparent and Me- 
tallic," by the Rev. Professor Haughton ; "On the Exact Forms of Waves 
near the Surface of Deep Water," by Dr. Rankine ; " The Photo-Chemical 
Researches of Professors Bunsen and Roscoe ; " " On the Immunity of the 
Stomach from Injury from its own Secretions, "by Dr. Pavy ; " On Thallium," 
by Mr. Crookes ; and other very valuable papers ; but the chief interest to 
our readers will be the appearance in it, in full, of Professor Owen's memor- 
able paper, read in November, 1862, and briefly reported in our columns. 
The present memoir is perhaps the most complete that ever was given at 
first band of any specimen approaching in novelty and singularity to the 
present Solenhofen fossil, a drawing of which is given ot natural size, 
executed with great care and skill by Mr. Dinkel. Other illustrative 
plates accompany the paper, which must be read by those who are inter- 
ested in the subject, as no abstract would convey more information than 
the notices and articles we have already printed ; and the greatest value 
of Professor Owen's description lies in the minuteness and details of the 
numerous comparisons he has made with the bones of recent birds and 
fossils, Pterodactyles, and the logical conclusions he has deduced from them. 
The Professor admits the cast of the brain, to which we drew attention in 
our opening number of last year ; but he assigns to a fish a portion of organic 
substance in the slab upon which Mr. Mackie has made some comments 
in the ' Popular Science Review/ for the purpoao of showing that it is as 
like a bird's beak with teeth as a fish's jaw. The portion is, however, too 
obscure for anv positive determination, and it will be better not to believe 
it either a fisn's jaw or the Arohceopterj'x beak at present, but to con- 
tinue to search diligently for further specimens. 
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WORK FOR THE FIELD-CLUBS. 

Bt the Editor. 

Without the slightest wish to interfere with the management, or 
any desire to criticize the past doings of Natural History Societies 
and Field-Clubs, we may be permitted, without any imputation of 
meddling, to suggest how much good work the forthcoming year may 
produce, through a little forethought and pre-arrangement. Spring- 
time will now soon be upon us, and the time for field-excursions will 
have come on again. Would it not be well if the Councils of So- 
cieties organized their arrangements with a view to some practical 
ends? 

In the districts of crystalline and metamorphic rocks, examples of 
transitional states bearing on the great origin-of-granite question 
might be designated as one of the topics of inquiry, and members* 
solicited to search for and study examples, and to send notices of 
them to the Societies before the excursions were decided upon. In 
the districts of the Secondary rocks, examples of uncouformability 
and thinning out, and the intercalation of special deposits, would also ' 
form a most valuable subject of inquiry. 

Paleontology, as such, should not be neglected : and by selecting 
giren genera or families of fish, mammals, or moUusca, and tracing 
the ranges of species upwards and downwards stratigraphically 
through the separate beds of the various deposits of any geological 
formation or formations, the most valuable data for geological pro- 
greaa would be obtained ; and contemporaneously with this investi- 
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gation, another, devoted to the geographical extent at each horison 
of the same species, should also be carried on. 

In the districts affected by the late earthquake the directions so 
intelligently given by Mr. Mallet might be taken as the guide to 
local inquiry, and many details accumulated. 

More especially we would urge that as much impetus as possible 
should be given to fossil botany. It is a department sadly neglected, 
and nevertheless most useful and most important in the acquire- 
ment of a correct knowledge of the ancient history of our planet. 
In the mining districts further experiments on internal heat are 
greatly to be desired. 

We do not submit to the Provincial Societies the organization of 
special subjects for investigatibn during these excursions, but the de- 
tailing to the members of certain subjects for individual study and 
attention, and to get from the working members who take such sub- 
jects up reports of their progress, and the details of the most interest- 
ing examples and results ; and then upon these reports to select the 
places for, and the routes of excursions, making the principal or 
most competent of the working members the duces on these occasions. 
We think that by such preliminary steps the excursions would be 
made much more instructive, more pleasurable, and certainly more 
beneficial to science. 



ON HELIX, AND PEEFOKATED LIMESTONE. 
By Miss E. HoDesoiir. 

A few months ago I sent to the British Museum a block of moun- 
tain limestone, perforated into deep cells by mollusks. It was met 
with on a limestone ridge three miles south-west of Ulverston, and 
first attnicted notice by being brought to town to be employed for 
building purposes. 

The perforations were found to be on the under-side of a projecting 
ledgOj and were large enough for the fingers to be introduced up- 
wards to the depth, in some, of three inches, the diameter being 
about seven-eighths of an inch. They were inhabited, at the time 
of the discovery (August), by the land-snails Melia: nemoralis and 
Helix concinna, 

Mr. Woodward, on receiving the stone, very kindly sent for my 
j^rusal a « Memoir on Perforations by Helices in the Calcareous 
Bocks of the Boulonnais,* by M. Bouchard-Chantereaux. In this 
memoir the author states his belief that the cells are the work of 
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I Helices, and that the eroding action is peiformed by the foot, with 
, the aid of an acid secretion. "^ 

Ever since I became familiar with the microscopic structure of 
the tongue of Helix, etc., I have always believed that it was so con* 
structed for purposes of abrasion, either of stone or other hard sub^ 
stances ; but I was not previously aware that the land-snails were, 
any of them, supposed to form for themselves hollowed, hybernating 
chambers in rocks. That they do consume the limestone no oner 
who has seen the above memoir can doubt ; the only thins not sq 
evident is the way it is done and the purpose for its being oone. 

Finding some individuals of Helix aspersa under a stone in a 
hybernating state, I had the stone and all carefuUy placed, under ai 
bell-glass in a warm room, leaving sufficient space under the edge of 
the glass for air. The following morning all had burst the epiphragm: 
and shifted their position. In another day they were all upon the 
glass, in full activity, crawling about. On examining the under^side 
of the head through the belUglass with a lens, no tongue was visible, 
. but on smearing the glass with the juices of bruised geranium leaves^ 
the tongue protruded itself, making strokes upon the glass at the 
rate of about one in three or four seconds. I then scraped a pieoa 
of limestone with a pen- knife upon a sheet of paper, and moistened 
the scrapings into a paste with distilled water, and then smeared the 
inside of the glass with the paper. The action of the tongue hitherto 
had been sluggish and not continuous, but the instant the head 
carae in contact with the lime the action quickened. Flake after 
flake was removed from the glass and taken into the cresoentrshaped 
mouth. The tongue appeared to be used nearly in the same way as 
that of the pond-snaU when it is taking off the* green film from the 
sides of the aquarium; that, however, is accompanied by a dear, 
ringing sound, doubtless owing to the necessary force used. In 
Helix the tongue is curved outwards and first pressed momentarily, 
more or less flat, asainst the glass, the next instant it becomes 
channeled or spoon-shaped, and in this form is withdrawn, the con- 
cave side uppermost. I have no doubt, however, on a dry substance, 
one not so slippery as glass, that the flat application would be pro- 
longed, and more muscular force exerted, — indeed I have occasionallv 
observed a slight jerk of the head as the tongue left the glass, indi- 
cating greater power of stroke. 

On subsequently trying Helix nemoralis, it swallowed the lime 
with the same avidity, and both worked at it, with short intervals 
of rest, for hours and day after day. In both species a little wave 
of moisture is driven before the head, extending beyond it about 
the fiftieth part of an inch ; but the tongue appears to be drier in 
Jr. nemoralis than in H, aspersa, although I think the amount of 
fluid varies in both. When the animal is merely gliding along, and 
not using the tongue, a little bubble of fluid is constantly, at short 
iatervals, emitted from the mouth, which partially opens for the 
purpose^ I have repeatedly saturated scrips of litmus paper in this 
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fluid, both at the head and all alon^ the foot, but have entirely fiuled 
to detect any pink colouring denoting the presence of an acia. 

When the tongue is being withdrawn into the mouth it does not 
seem to touch the upper jaw, but has full time to be withdrawn 
before the upper jaw closes ; indeed it does not seem to close en- 
tirely, the downward movement appears to be more connected with 
the action of swallowing than made for the purpose of meeting the 
tongue. On putting a little water to the animal, of which it seems 
to be very fond, the drinking action is seen to be different. I do 
not think the tongue is protruded, but there is a rapid movement of 
the whole mouth until the supply fails, when the tongue again comes 
into play. 

Desirous of witnessing the usual mode of feeding, I placed some 
slices of the fronds of Aiplenium marinum on the glass. The 
H, atperta attacked and devoured this very greedily. It was carious 
to watch the upper jaw, before so inactive, now making such stre- 
nuous efforts to get it into the mouth ; the latter was distended to a 
gape, displaying the interior brown ribs of the roof and its projecting 
marginal teeth ; the tongue, when I could see it for the fern, was 
actively assisting. It was a very awkward process, the piece being 
too big and difficult to manage. 

From these observations it appears certain that the mouth has two 
distinct actions — ^the licking and the biting action. It also appears 
equally certain that lime is needful to the animal, and is taken in 
the same way as food ; from which I infer that the Helices, when 
thev are occupying the cells in the limestone rocks, abrade the walls 
with the tongue for the purpose of getting the lime (and that they 
hold this instinct in common with the rest of their species), hence 
the irregularity, dissimilarity, deformity of those cells much fre- 
quented by them ; but that the original cellular form of the erosion 
is due to some marine mollusk of the Glacial period. 



A HELP TO THE IDENTIFICATION OF FOSSIL 
BIVALVE SHELLS. 

Bt Habby Seelet, F.G.S., 

Woodtoardian Mvseum, Cambridge, 

Lamellibranchiate shells are the most abundant fossils of most 
rocks. Numerous in genera, and prolific in species, they are multi- 
tudinous in individuals, and the specimens vary. The study is not 
^asy. It has little of the poetry of many other branches of natural 
history, and has naturally received lesa attention. But in each sub- 
kingdom specially, no less than in the animal kingdom generally, the 
law holds good that the lower the organization the longer is the du- 
ration in time. And so, important as the higher mollusca are in the 



Vv. ri -^ 



SSELEir-— O^r F088IL BIYALY£ SUBLL8. 45 

analysis of rocks into their several zones, it is on the lower forms we 
relj in synthetical arrangements. The Conchifera readily divide 
rocks into Palffiozoic and Neozoic^^ — ^no form with a pallial sinus Being 
knowTi^ below th^ Lower Secondary strata ; while, from the appears 
ance in them of numerous new genera, no class of animals better 
marks the reco^ized systems into which fossiliferous rocks are 
grouped. It is indispensable both to the geologist and biologist to 
be familiar with the genera, and it is the object of this paper to 
render the principles on which they are identified more easy and 
exact. 

That genera are practically realities every student knows well ; 
as such the geologist and zoologist have to do with them. And it 
has elsewhere* been shown that between hosts of groups interme-< 
diate forms can no more be found, than can intermediate wood fill 
the space between the forked branches of a bush. Accepting the 
fact, the question arises, — How may genera be known ? The dis- 
tincikive characters depend on the definition of a genus adopted. If 
it is merely a number of nearly-related species, then the descriptive! 
characters will include those 'in the whole of the forms ; but if it 
exiats independently of the species, being fundamental to them, then 
the specific characters cannot enter into the description of the genus. 
Practically this latter view, which is adopted in the paper referred to, 
reduces the description to a sixth of the shortest customary lengthy- 
while the distinction becomes clearer by pruning away much that is 
common to other types. But even thieae characters are often need- 
lessly redundant, and several common to nearly-allied groups may 
be cancelled. 

Having in this spirit examined an extensive series of Lamelli-. 
branch shells in preparing for a course of lectures, given three years 
ago, I found in most cases the hinge-characters among the most im- 
portant residua so gotten ; and shortly after, while determining some 
casts of fossils in which the hinge-teeth were the only generic charac- 
ters seen, it occurred to me to write the teeth do^n in forraulie like 
those used for the teeth of mammalia. Subsequent re-examination 
of specimens showed that in a large majority of cases these hinges 
formulse were almost the only characters with which the student 
need be troubled ; and bdieving that it will not be found altogether 
useless, the following list has been made of the more common and 
remarkable forms, and arranged for facility of reference. 
• The teeth sometimes vary much in the same genus,— one Cardium, 
for instance, showing twelve teeth, and another not more than six; 
though rudiments of the other six may generally be found; and 
occasionally the hinge is toothless, the teeth becoming obliterated 
with age. The constant teeth are notated in ordinary numerals ; 

* ' Researches on the Homologies of the Bivalve Mollosca ; and therein of the Law 
of Variation of Forms, and the Nature of Genera/ Part 1, commanicated to the Cam" 
bridge PhiloHopfaiical Society, March 17. 186.i, and remaining nupublished* pending 
completion. Th« formidn oaed in this paper were then explained in a u6te. 
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vhile the variable ones, which Bometiines maj be as latfgB aa the 
others, and are sometimes scarcely to be found, have a line or dot 
above the numerals to indicate that they are subordinate. ^ Teeth 
are often cleft a little, and sometimes look like two, so that it is oe« 
casionally convenient to indicate them in the formula, which ia done 
by writing a small igure ' above the numeral, aa though it were 
raised to the second power. 

Barely teeth are anchylosed, but, excepting Isocardia, only under 
the umlxmee, and then only at their outer edges, fqrminff an inverted 
y shape, which is indicated by a small figure ^ placed above the na*. 
meral 2. 

Typically, teeth are in three groups : those und^ the umbo, called 
umbonal ; those near the front adductor muade, called anterior ; and 
those under the ligament, called posterior. These two latter groups 
are often elongated latitudinally, and when this is the case have a 
small I added to distinguish them from the ordinary conical forma. 

The spaces between the groups of teeth on each side of the umbo 
are generally equal, and such spaces are marked by a single dot 

5 laced midway between them. To indicate a longer distance, two 
ots may be put one after the other, and a veiy short one is marked 
by two dots one above another. 

For a cartilage-pit the letter F is used (abbreviation offoiMa)y and 
where a tooth has the letter/ above it, the tooth supports the carti- 
lage, as in Mya, etc. 

The sign + means many ; it is chiefly used to indicate the nume* 
rpus teeth of the Area tribe. The straight line running between the 
numerals marks the plane dividing the valves. The letter S is an 
abbreviation for '* with a pallial sinus ;" L, for luiiule ; £, with an 
escutcheon ; O, with an ossicle ; M, massive ; and Q, quadrate. 

The teeth are read from left to right, the posterior end being to 
the right, — ^so that the lower valve is not the left. 

As an illustration of the way these symbols are used, an example 
or two may be cited. 

Tbioovia. — Here there are in the lower valve two teeth under the 
umbo, and no anterior teeth, so the number 2 is written under a line 
and with a dot on each side to show that the teeth are umbonal, 

thus ,-o-. . Then in the upper valve there is on the left a single 

tooth, and to the right of it two anchylosed ; and as these are undef 
the umbo, they, too, are written with the dot on each side, thus : 

• Putting these valves together, the generic characters for 

* 1 : 2* • 

Trigonia will be . — ~-^ , and as no other genus has teeth quite like 

it, obviously no other character need be mentioned. It is found con- 
venient, in remembering these formulsB, to prefix the initial letter of 
the genus. 

Cbassatblla. — Here the upper valve has two teeth and a cartilage- 
pit under the umbo, and posteriorly one tooth ; so the dentition will 
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()e — : . And in Ibhe lower valve under the umbo are two teeth 

and a little subordinate one (constant however), and the cartilage- 
pit ; its formula will therefore be >g^p, . Putting the valves to- 

■ • 2 F 1 *" 

gether, .giF- ' ^^ ^ ^^ generic character for Grassatella ; and 
no other genus has a like hiiige. 



Anomia 
Ostrea . 
lima. . 

Thracia 



LIST OP GENEEIC FOBMUL^. 
I^ei with a tingle CaHilage under the Umbo.: F. 



*P' ^ withfouroentralmus- 
' F ' ' cular impresdons. 

• p. 

7-gr. ; attached. 

*F\ axis anteriorly in- 

• F * ' (dined to a itoaight 

hinge line.* 






Mya , 



Tugonia . .-jj^ ; S. 
§ With an Ossicle in the Cartilage : O. 



• F- 

rgr.iOsS. 



!/• 



Anatina . 757- ; O ; S. 



T^pee with Teeth in addition to the Cartilage. 



l-F* 
Chamostrea pjr:; O. 



Avicula 



Ervilia. 



l'F-1' 

ll7l 
•IFl' 



•IFl* 
Plicatnla. , ,, , . ; attached. 

1 : JD IX. 

a J , 'IFl- umboofattached 
Spondylos .jr^Ty:'* valve weeding 
with age. 

- ^, , 2-Fl „ 
Gnatnodon jTjrTg '* S. 

Cardinia\ 1-lFl 



M , llFl „ 

Grassatella .-gijr. j L. 

•ilMF- 
.2»F- ' 
2^-2'F'2' 
2' • 2* F • 2' ' 
22F'l 
l-2Fr 
2Fi-l 



Lutraria. 
Mactra . 
Codakia . 



S. 



Scrobicnlaria 



Semele« . 



l-2F'l 
1-2F-1 



Ungulina '^, 



• Thedifeetion of tbe axis might be marked by a line ; tlma, Lima /; Peeten | ; 
Avicula \. 
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Grenrilia 



T^pe$ with many CariUage-piU, 
T^ei with numerous Tarallel Teeth, 



Area . . • j-~ ; hinge stnight. 

^""^^^ l:+i.l:-^-.l: +> ' margined 
by lamelle. 

PectunculuB — ^ 



IdmopsiB. 



Chama. 



J-7-T ; hinge creecentio. 

l;4-F'l:-f 
1: + Jb-1: + 

2J7W with few Teeth under the Umbo. 



-Ks IX 1:4-*F'1:4- hinge 

angular alF. 
Naonlina v~~r tti7 J hinge angular. 



Leda . 



l: + -F'l;-f 
• 1:4--F-1; + 



jB. 



SoleneUa li-±;;li± . fir. 



■11' 
•1- 



Pholadomya 7=-: 

• 1* • 
Iphigenia . 7^^. 

Psammobia -^ • S. 

*2* 
Afltarte . .-p 5 L. 

* 2 * 

OpiB . . . Tp ; L J keeled. 

(' 1 * \ 
-= — I 



Gastrana. 


^ a 




Capsula . 


l«!l- 

•1:1»- 


,8. 


Sangtunola 


H-^:, 


S. 


Pharas. . 


•2- 

•1:1«- 


s. 



Sol^curtOB -j-g-, ; S ; both enda gaping. 



Saxicaya . 



•2- 



Diplodonta ' ; 



Yenericardia 
Trigonia 



•2- 



111- 
1:2»- 



2- 

-. . . '1;1«:1 . „ 

Lucmopsis — Tg^^ — ; S. 

Circe . . . l|-;; L. 

VenuB . . ,-y:;L;S. 
3- 



Tapes 



.;S. 



Glaucomya .-jTiT. ; S. 

Saxidomas — | ; 8. 

■ 4* 
Cytherea .-gy:; I^J S. 

Artemifl-^;^5^5 orbicular; «- 
AjTbviuie .23'' nus an elonga- 

ted oone. 



* In this genas shoald be inelnded all the fossil species called Inooenuniis, excepting 
perhaps /. involutm, which may be left as a critical subtype, having much the same re- 
lation with Pema that Jaoira has with Pecten. 

: t The Palieozoic species of Nncula and Leda have external ligaments, and are re- 
guded by authors as then forming one genas, which is named Ctenodonta. 
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Tj/pes with Umhonal and Posterior Teeth. 



PanopaBa. '~^ 
Margaritina .^tt 



Hippopus 
Tridacna. 
Ensis* . . 
Solen . . 



Gardita . 
Zellia . . 
Isocardia 
Cardium . 
Tellina. . 
Galatea . 
Donax . . 



•12 
•1-2 

' ll • 11 
•1-2 
12 
1-2 
*21 
•11 



; limule perforate. 



;S. 



S ; umbonee termi- 
nal. 



Cultellus 
Machera . 
Tancredia 
Castalia . 
Unio . . . 

Cyprina 



•21 



;S. 



•11' 

*^ ' 1- , 8i fromumbotobase 
•1*1' rims an internal rib. 

•21' 



•2 


1' 


•2- 


1 


•1 


2 


•2 


•2' 



•111' 

3-1 
1311 



Tj^pes with Anterior and other kinds qf Teeth. 



I'll' 



1- 


I'l' 






I'l 


•1' 


(ll)'l 


•(11)' 


(1 


•D": 


I'T 


1: 


(1-1) 


it. Ill 


liii- 


11 


ll^ll- 


11 


1- 


i«i • 
ii«- 


-;,». 


1- 

!• 


•1 

2»l5 


s. 


1 
1- 


•2-1 
2^.1' 


s. 



Lucina. . 
Corbis . . 
Cyclas . . 
Cyrena , 
Corbicala 
Trigona . 
Meroe . . 



12^1 
121 



;L;8. 



1'21 , , 

' , .o., ; margins creuulated. 

1 • 2^ • 1 
1-21 

131 
11-311 

1'3 1' 
(11)'- 3 -(11)' 

13- 



11-31 



;S. 



1 1/ . 3 . ; L ; E J 8. 



Many of the formulee will be found unsatisfactory, no doubt ; for it 
has not been my object either to give a synopsis of bivslve genera 
or of generic characters, but merely to iUustrate the features and 
capabilities for distinctive purposes of some remarkable mystical 
structures. Yet I would ask tne student who takes some member 
of one of the larger types, say Donax, Tellina, Cardium, or whatever 
it may be, and fails to torture its hinge into agreement with the 
formula, fairly to ask, — What a genus really is P Unless I mistake, 
facts are as faulty as the formulsD. This, however, involves the whole 
question of the nature and origin of genera, which will shortly be 
treated in full elsewhere. 

* A form like this is not introduced as a genus, but merely as an illustration of re- 
sults arrived at by adhering to the formuls rigidly. 

VOL. Til. H 
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These characters ought neTer to supersede deecriptions, but should 
rather be superadded. And it is suggested that, henceforth, defini- 
tions might be made more sure if the dental formula were given 
with each new species or genus described. And, by way of illustra- 
tion, annexed is a notice of the new genus AtaUnta. 
' Atnlanta has but one species, and is founded on the Astarte HarU 
welliensU of Sowerby: Observing on it a posterior area like that in 
Cyprina, and which also occurs in some species of Attarte, which 
show rudiments of lateral teeth, I was led to suspect that if this shell 
were an Astarte at all, it also might have lateral teeth. Accordingly, 
ns there was no Jack of specimens, I broke up many examples, and 

... 1' • 2 • 1' 

succeeded in finding the hinge, which is (i i)/ • i - 1/ > thus* differing 

from Astarte in having, en each side well- developed lateral teeth. 
The long teeth give it a certain resemblance to Corbicula or Mactra, 
which it also resembles in having the lateral teeth transversely 
striated with age. The ligament is short, but very prominent. The 
pallial line was not to be traced. Astarte is probably its nearest re- 
.ative. 



FOSSIL BIEDS. 
Bt thb Editor. 

(Continued from page 24.) 

We shall, we trust, be pardoned for returnitog in this number, be- 
fore we proceed onwards to Cuvier's works, to some omissions of old 
authors which have occurred. 

The first of these additional quotations is from Scheuchzer's later 
work, published at Zurich in 1718, ' Meteorologia et Oryctographia 
Helvetica,* p. 336. 

" DiLUViAN Birds. — Everybody can very easily conceive that all 
the birds, owing to their agility, could have escaped the waters of the 
Deluge, and it is therefore not to be woudered that even in the 
richest and best-assorted museums of arts and natural history, re^ 
mains of the bird-kind are very seldom to be met m ith, or that they 
fire, so to say, scarcer than a white raven. In Switzerland I have as 
yet found nothing ; from the quarry of Oeningen I can show a well- 
impressed bird's feather, which I have reproduced on page 14 of the 
Querel. Pise." This figure we give in our Plate IV. fig. 1. 

The original passage follows below t — 

" AvBS DiLUviANiE.— Es kao ein jeder ohnschwer begreifen, dass die 
Vogel, wegen ihrer Leichte, alle werden in denen Siindfiuth-Wassem oben 
aufffeschwummen seyn, und sich desshalb nicht zu verwundem, wann 
toich in denen best-versehenen Kunst- und Naturalien-Kammem etwas von 
dem Vogel-Gesclilecht uberbliehenes so seltsam oder noch rarer ist als ein 
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Fig. 3 
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ireisaerSab. In denen Schweitserischen Landen kabe noch mehts ge« 
fhnden ; aug den Oeningisohen St^bnu^ aber kan ioh zeigen eine wol 
ausgedmckte Vogelfeder, welche habe abbilden lassen in Querel. Pise, 
p, 14." 

Volkmaim, in 1720, published his ' Silesia Subterranea/ at Leipzig* 
In it he says : — 

" § VI. All these phases are common also with birdsy insects, 
worms, and vermin. Mtlius, in his Memor. Sax. Subterr. pi. u 
relat vi. p. 47, records a hen, which was discovered a few years ago • 
in the quarries of lUmenau, and which he exhibits on plate iv. n. i. 
p. 74, such a» it is to be seen in the stone. — Baccivs reports in his; 
'Thermis,' lib. v. c. 4, fol. 282, having seen a petrified hen together 
with her eggs, discovered in a salt-pit. — Valvasob, according to 
what he says in his description of the principality of Grain (die Ehre 
des Herzogthums Grain), lib. iv. c. 2, p. 478, discovered near Landes- 
preis, in a ditch, on the mountain, amongst many sea-shells and other 
petrefactions, a bird's nest with a small bird sitting on four eggs, which 
be presented to ]\I. Henry Garbusat, at Lyons, in France. — BiiTTN£R- 
exhibits in 1. c. tab. xxi. p. 218, a bird^s nest, containing four or five 
^SS^f like quail-eggs, in a stone, four yards in circumference, dis- 
covered at Kindelbruck, and he mentions also in the same place, 
that in the same tufa bluish eggs, like ducks' eggs, have been dis- 
covered, which, when the shell was opened, the white and the yolk 
were quite distinctly to be seen, but rather hard. Near Vienna it is 
said a quarry exists where petrified birds, tongues and beaks of 
eagles, and other petrefacta are to be found. — Schevcuzsu in his 
Querel. et Vindic Piscium, represents in plate 11, a beam- or tail* 
feather from Oeningen. At Bottendorft*, and on the Kuntzel lake, 
there are, according to Mtlius, 1. c. p. 13, slate-stones containing 
birds and beaks, to be found," etc. etc. 

We give the original : — 

" § VI. Alle diese fata haben anch die Vogel, Insecta, Gewiirme und 
UDgeziefer gehabt. Mylius, in s. Memor. Sax, Subterr. pi. i. relat. iv. 
p. 47, gedencket einer Henne» die vor wenigen Jahren in einer Benz- 
Kieren in dem lUmeDauer Berg-Werck gefunden worden, welche Er 
tab. iv. suh num. i. p. 74, wie sie in dem Steine zu sehea im S^upffer vor- 
gestellt. Baccius, de Thermis, lib. v. c. 4. foL 282, erzehlet, dass Er eine 
Tersteicerie Henne mit Eyem gesehen^ die man in den Salz-Gruben ge- 
iluDden. T. Weichard Valvasob hat (davon Er in der Ehre des Herzog- 
thums Grain, lib. iv. c. 2, p. 478, gedacht) bey Landes-Preis iiber dem 
Berge in einem Graben neost vielen Meer-Muscheln und anderen ver- 
•teinerten Stiicken ein Vogel-Nest mit einem kkinen auf den Eyem 
sitzenden Vogel ansetrofien, welches Er dem Mens. Henry Garbusat Dach 
Lyon in Franckreich ^eschickt. BiixTNBBUs, 1. c. weiset in der XXI. Tab. 
aa p. 218, ein versteinertes Vogel-Nest, darinnen 4 oder 6, weisse Eyer 
gelegen, den Wachtel-Eyern gleich, in einem Geatein, das 4 Ellen starck 
gewesen, von Kindelbruck, und pag, ead. meldet Er, dass eben in diesem 
Topho man ehenuds blaulichte Eyer den Enten-Eyern gleich gefunden, 
darinnen als man sie zerstupfet, die Schale, das Weisse und Dotter wohl 
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su unterscheiden gewesen, aber alles sehr yerhartet. Hinter Wien soil 
ein Steinbruck seyn, worinnen man petrificirte Vogel, auch Zungen tind 
Schnabel von Adlem and andern Yo^eln im Grestein sieht. Schbuchzbs 
in 8. Querel. et Yindic. Fiscium stellt m der 11. Tab. eines Yogels Schwing- 
oder Schwantz-Feder in einem Schiefer- Stein von Oeningen vor Augen. 
Zn Bottendorff and Kiintzel-See brechen nach Mylii Bericht, 1. c. p. 13, 
Schiefer-Steine mit Yogelo and Bienen," etc. etc. 

Baier, 1722, says in bis * Fossilia Diiuvii UniversaliB Monumenta,'* 
page 20: — 

" § XII. Of tbe winged kind there have been but very few fossil 
remainH discovered as yet, but they are not therefore to be under- 
valued. JoH. Dak. Major, in his Dissertat. Epist. de Cancris et Serp. 
Fetrefact. § 47, p. 38, quotes amongst the animal remains of the 
mouD tains, and in the middle of solid marbles, beaks of birds, but he 
mentions no autliority, neither does he give any figures ; he is, how- 
ever, himself a serious and a trustworthy writer. CI. Scheuchzer, in 
his Quer. et Yindic Fiscium, tab. ii., shows a tail of a bird or rowing- 
feather in a fossil stone at Oeningen, the only specimen of the remains 
of the winged genus known as get, except the gallinaceous bird 
quoted by A^ricola, lib. x. foss. cap. xv., and truly, this author quotes 
many fowls la fossil-stone discovered in the forest of Hercvnia, and 
he does not only proclaim highly the magnitude and the disposition 
of all the organic parts of the bird transferred to the stone, but also 
the very lineaments of minor form imprinted by the mineral juice. 
Such a hen discovered in the stone-quarries of Henneberg, in Saxony, 
is described by Mglius in his Saxon. Subterr. relat. vi. et x. p. 74!, 
fig. 2. Be it as it may, for greater certitude the laborious Buttner, 
p. 218, describes thus the birds' -nests and eggs discovered in the 
tufa-quarries of Thuringia, and which deserve notice.*' 

We append the original passage : — 

" § XII. £x volucrum f^enere pauca oppido fossilia adhuc in conspectum 
venernnt, sed tamen minime contemnenda. JoH. Dan. Major, in Dissert. 
Epistol. de Cancris et Serp. Fetref. § 47, p. 38, inter partes animalium, 
qu80 in intimis saepe montiam visceribus, imo mediis marmorum solidorum 
corporibns, repertee snnt, connumerat rostra avium, sed nnllo auctore ant 
exemplo speciali nominate. Gravis tamen ipse scriptor est et fide dignas. 
CI. Scheuchzerus, in Quer. et. Yindic. Fiscium, t. ii. exhibet cauda avis vet 
remigem pennam in lapide fissili Oningensi conspicuam, unicum quod haC' 
tenus sit cognitum ex volucrium regno superstes monumenfum, excepto 
Oalh OalliTiaceo, cujus meminit Agricola, iih. x. foss. cap.xv. Yemm hie 
Gallos Oallinaceos ponit, tanquam plures in lapide fissili Hercyniee Sylvie 
expresses, neque satis declarat, ntrum vera magnitadine et partiam orga- 
nica dispositione avem referat lapis, an sola linearaenta minoris forms, a 
Bucci mmeralis ramulis ntcunque efficta ; cujusmodi gallinam in saxo 
fodinarum Hennebergicarum depictam exhibet Mylii Saxon. Subterr. 

• Brit. Mu8. 468. a. 14. "Q. D. B. V. Fossilia Diiuvii UDiversalis Monumenta. 
preeside Johanne Oulielho Baiero S. Theol. D. et P. P. eruditis ezcatienda sistet 
a.d. 19 Martii A. K. S. cial. sec. xti. Georo. Christoph. £ichleb, Norimbergensia. 
JLltorfl. Norieoram, 1725." 
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relat. yi. et x. p. 74, fig. 2. Qaicqnid horom sit, majori certitudine dili- 
ffentissimus Buttnerus, p. 218, avium nidos et ova m ThuringieD lapici- 
dina tofacea inventa his verbis notatu dignis allegat : Ich bekomme nock- 
mahlige Versicherung" etc. 



MTTILUS SFATRULATUS, A NEW CEETACEOUS 
SPECIES. 

By H. Sbelet, F.G.S. 

A flint cast of a Mytilus has been obtained from the gravel of 
Barnwell, near Cambridge, by Mr. Percevall, B.A., Trin. Hall, and 
entrusted to me for description. 

Form elongated and narrow, attenuated anteriorly, with valves 
deep, and longitudinally striatecj. The anterior outline of the lips is 
straight, that of the posterior side a gentle curve, which is somewhat 
straightened towards the apex. The shell is about three times and 
a half as long as wide, and widest below the middle. The lateral out- 
line of the valves is lanceolate, the greatest height being in the an- 
terior third. 

From the umbones the [subacute] line of inflation ascends, and 
curves posteriorly, so as to overhang the hinge. It then becomes 
rounded, and curves into the middle of the shell. The sides descend 
from it nearly straight. So, on the anterior aide of the umbonal end, 
the sides slope somewhat away from the lips, penthouse-like ; while 
on the posterior side they slope somewhat together, forming a shal- 
low trough. The height of the shell is more than twice its trans- 
verse diameter. 

The whole is marked with numerous, close, very fine, longitudinal 
strisB, which appear to be crossed by fine strice, coincident with the 
lines of growth, but wider apart. The lips are dentated. 

This remarkable form, the first Mytilus vet noticed from the En- 
glish chalky must have had a very thin shell, since the faintest exte- 
rior ornament seems all preserved on the flint cast. 

It is constricted at intervals by rugose bands of growth. 

The high valves, laterally compressed form, straight anterior side, 
and very compressed umbonal end, will readily distinguish this from 
every other striated cretaceous species. All the forms yet observed 
in the chalk are striated. 
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Spiral Planetary Orbits. 
Dear Sir, — As a regular subscriber to the 'Geologist,* and one interested 
in its success, I doubt not you will pardon me for a few remarks upon your 
editorial articles in the last two numbers. 
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There are certain yiews put forward which, omleM I am miataken, are 
opposed to the known facta of physical astronomy, and although m^ mathe- 
matics are rather rusty, I thinlc I am justified in the following criticisms. 
At p. 442 you speak of effects which changes in the sun's mass would pr<K 
duce in its attraction upon the earth. But would not any matter either 
dissipated from or deposited on the sun, continue to attract the earth 
equally before and after dissipation or deposition, the centre of attraction 
bemg in eyery case the centre of gravity of that matter the sun and 
the earth, and the whole quantity of matter continuing constant. Nor can 
it be supposed that the position of the centre of gravity could be sensibly 
altered oy such changes. 

At p. 443 jovL refer to TyndalTs expression that the moon " skids the 
earth. * He is considering her tide-generating influence, and shows that 
she must retard the earth s rotation^ out you have spoken, unintentionallj 
no doubt, as if this action had an effect on the orbital motion. Now it is 
a well-known principle of mechanics, that the motions of rotation and trans- 
lation are independent of each other ; although they may have been origin 
nally both given by the same impulse. 

Unless I am wron^, there is a mistaken idea which runs through por- 
tions of your articles m Nos. 92, 73. You appear to suggest that with a 
larger extent of orbit there would be greater velocity of the earth in her 
orbit, and that the effect of a diminished orbit through the action of a re- 
sisting medium would be to lessen the velocity in the orbit. One passage 
in which this idea is presented is this, " if we consider the effects of a 
higher orbital velocity, we shall find it would give rise probably to a 
larger extent of orbit.** 

Now it is usually considered (I may say proved) that the reverse is the 
ease. This may be deduced from Kepler's third law, that the squares of 
the periodic times of the planets are proportional to the cubes of their 
mean distances, — a law which is proved, from mechanical considerations, 
to be true of all cases of planetary motion. 

Suppose, for simplicity s sake, that the orbit may be considered a circle 
for one revolution, which, with the rarity of the cosmical ether and small- 
ness of the ellipticity , is sufficiently true for the purpose. 

Expressed symbolically, let T be the periodic time ; a, mean distance : 

. • . T« oc a3 
But in the case of a circular orbit, the velocity (Y) ia constant ; 

.•.TY = 27ra 
^^27ra 
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. * . As the distance of a planet from the sun is increased, the velocity in 
the orbit will be diminished, and vice versa. 

Hence, paradoxical as it might appear, the effect of a resisting medium 
by causing the planets to fall towards the sun, and so diminishing their 
mean distances, is to increase the orbital motion of the heavenly bodies 
(vide Pratt's * Mechanical Philosophy,* p. 600). Any changes of the velocity 
of rotation would be wholly independent of these effects. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, faithfully yours, 

O. FisffBS. 

Elmsieadt Colchester, 2nd January, 1864. 



Mammalian and Cave Helies. 

My dear Sir,— Althouffh far enough from " Griys Tliurrock," I could 
wisb Dr. Falconer could look over my specimens of ** mammalian fauna " 
collected in the cayes here. Besides that cave on which a paper was read 
by me at Oxford, and where Dr. Falconer showed me the kind attention 
or an older student of geolo^, and another cave, of which an account was 
read in my name at the Cambridge meeting, I have this summer met with 
a third cave containing the usual remains, mixed with the same flint-chips^ 
and opened another barrow in that locality in which these latter epeci« 
mens occur. 

By the way, I do not think a very curious notice of flint-chips which I 
Recovered in my professional reading has yet appeared in print, except 
from my pen, and where it was not likely to come before students of 
science. Most are aware that in the 5 th chapter of Joshua, verses 2 and % 
mention is made of " the knives of flint," witn which he re-circumcised the 
children of Israel; but T do'not think the following record is patent^ 
becanae it occurs only in the Septuagint, which ofcen enlarges on matters 
only briefly nottoecf in the Hebrew text. In Joshua xxiv. 30, it is 
written, " And they buried Joshua in the border of his inheritance, and 
ihey placed with kirn in Ms tomb (query a tumulus P) the flint-knives with 
which he had circumcised the children of Israel; and there they are unto 
this day" The italics show the Septuagintal amplification of the Hebrew 
text 

• It is impossible not to put ''this and that together," — I mean the 
chips in our tumuli and his,— and not to speculate upon the possible fact 
that religious rites had to do with the interments of these, and no 
other implements. I by no means would say I think it was so; but 
the fact IS the parent of the thought. I wish Dr. Falconer could in- 
spect my collection of bcmes. One " undecided point " I should like to 
discuss with him, namely, the comparative age of th^se mammalian 
bones, and of the great quantities of other bones usually found here 
nearer the surface, or on the surface of the red mould wnth which the 
cares are filled. Besides the bones of sheep, and swine, and horses, 
in what Buckland called the churchyard state, there are plenty of fish* 
bones, and some curious ones too, that puzzle most of my scientific friends, 
upon a personal inspection.* 

Would it be too much to ask you to say where I can " beg, borrow, or 
get " the notice of the Torquay cave, so as to have an accurate accoimt 
of the exact position, and state of the flint-chips found there P Some of 
us — myself for one— live in places so out of the world, that we are practi- 
cally denied access to sources of trustworthy information near at hand to 
all metropolitan students. 

I want the doctor's opinion, too, as to the date of the breaking up of the 
usual older stalagmitic crust, the thick remains of which adhere to the 
sides of these caves. I fancy my ^A- bones were under this in one in- 
stance. 

I am, Sir, ever yours faithfully, 

GiLBBBT N. Smith. 

Gumfreslon Beetory, Tenb^^ South Wales. 
Dec, l^th, 1863. 

• Arc any frog-bones? Tu the Heathery Bum cave there were lots of frogs* bones, 
which were called fish-bones until the si)ecimen8 were sent to me for inspcctiou. — En. 
Geol. 
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^ Sanditone Hammer in a Diluvial Deposit at Macclesfield, 

Dear Sir, — I aend a stone-hammer for your inspection, which was found 
a short time ago near Siddineton, about six miles to the west of this town, 
^=^^ in a boggv piece of ground, about 2 yards below the surface, and upon the 
* Red Marl. Its length is 7i inchef; "Dreadth 3|, thickness 2^, hole for the 
handle 1} ; one end is rounded, the other vertically wedge-shaped ; and it 
is of superior workmanship, having been probably made at the close of the 
Btone-period. In the second volume of the ' Geologist ' there are several > 
engravings of sandstone-hammers, but none, I think, similar to the one I ' 
have sent you. If you think this of sufficient interest, perhaps you may 
be induced to give a drawing of it in your next number. In compoaitioD 
it appears to partake in character with some of the lower grits which cron 
out about two miles distant southward, with a north-westerly dip. AU 
the different beds of grit below the true coal-measures are well developed 
in this locality, and their basement or Gosedale series are in general vezT 
fine-grained, nard, and compact, and produce excellent material for the 
roads. The Millstone Grit of this district possibly attains a depth of 
more than 3000 feet. One or two of the upper beds of grit contam thin 
seams of poor coal, which belong to the lower measures, and are only oc- 
casionally worked, not being remunerative ; they are not very fosailiferoua. 
It appears rather strange that the natives of this part of the country 
during the prehistoric or stone age should have resorted to the fabrication 
of sandstone-hammers, when if the Question of durability were at issue, 
that qualification was always obtainable, since the whole of this neighbour- 
hood was thickly strewed during the glacial period with almost every va- 
riety of the hardest igneous rocks, interspersed with hard sandstones and 
rounded limestones of various geological periods. The advancement of 

r 'culture has now almost obliterated those deposits from the surface of 
lower levels and plains, but on higher ground this is by no means the 
case. The moorlands and elevated districts are still dotted by boulders in 
every direction^ and among some fields about four miles from here east- 
ward, upon an isolated patch of ground some acres in extent and at an 
elevation of 1000 feet, a remarkable colony of those erratics is still extant. 
Blocks of quartz-rock, basalts, various granites, greenstones, porphyries, 
etc., — more or less grooved, scratched, or smoothed, — lie scattered about in 
^ ild and chaotic profusion. There they remain in their primitive poaition, 
unaffected by time, untouched by the hand of man, and represent perhaps 
a true aspect of this part of the country immediately after its last upheaval 
above the waste of waters. At a mile and a half to the south of the scene 
just described there is an extensive outlier of the drift, which contains 
marine shells of arctic type, about 1200 feet above the sea-level. It is 
chiefly composed of coarse sand and gravel, and in one place has an es- 
carpment of 30 feet. This rests upon a plateau or terrace of shale and 
grit, which denotes the ancient bed of a swift stream, that has now cut its 
way almost perpendicularly through the latter strata to a depth of 20 feet. 
About the middle of the section or escarpment there is a thick bed crowded 
with large water- worn pebbles and pieces of rough sandstone or grit ; and 
this is f&o the shell-bed. These have probably been trancjuilly deposited 
by stranded ice, after floating hundreds of miles from their Scandinavian 
home. The whole of Macclesfield is built upon the drift at an elevation of 
more than 500 feet. On the eastern side of the town there are two or 
three distinct terraces or former levels of the river many feet above its 
present bed, and the superficial sand and gravel overlying the boidderclay 
contain quantities of minute fragments or boreal shells. 
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The stady of the glacial perioda may be conaidered a most sublime and 
interesting subject, oonneoted as it is so intimately with the history and 
antiquity of man. The cataclysms and many other physical phenomena 
which occurred in these latitudes are amazing ; and perhaps it were a mis- 
fortune, for the sake of truth and the advancement of science, that the 
genus Homo existed during the above periods in a low and debased form 
of organization. For countless ages he trod the earth, in all climes, a 
wandering savage ; and almost the only records left of him as works of 
art or design, which serve to distinguish him, in point of intelligence, 
from the brute creation, are a few specimens of rudely-chipped flint- 
instruments, that wese used by him alike for offence, defence, hunting, and 
other purposes. 
From later researches, if the conclusions of the antiquarian and geolo- 
t are to be accepted, it would appear that we must remove still further 
7k in geological time the chronology of the human epoch. One species 
of a low form is mentioned as having become extiact, while it is affirmed 
that the genus was represented by species in the Pliocene and even the 
Miocene period. Towards the Eocene beds of Suffolk, this vexata 
qu€Mtio seems to be trending; since in them, according to a certain 
Uieory, there is to be found a tossii that may be the earliest prototype of 
the Bimana. I am, dear 8ir, yours respectfully, 

J. D. Saintbs. 
Miieelesfleld, Januanf 6, 1864. 
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£abt Xbnt Natural Histoby Society. — ^At an evening meetLnf* 
held at Canterbury, on November 24th, a lecture " On the Tertiary Beds 
of Kent " was dehvered by W. Whitaker, B.A., F.G.S., of the Geological 
Survey of Great Britain, of which the following is an abstract : — 

The^ sedimentary rocks are divided by geologists into three groups. 
Primary', Secondary, and lertiary. The formations belonging to the first 
and oldest of these periods do not occur in the south-east of England, but 
are confined to the north and west. Of the Secondary period, only the 
higher formations (the Vfealden and Cretaceous rocks) crop out to the sur- 
&ce in Kent. Of the Tertiary beds, on the contrary, only the lower divi- 
sions are known for certain to occur in this county, where, however, they 
are better developed and exposed than anywhere else. 

Before treating of the Tertiary formations, it is needful to say a few 
worda of the underlying Chalk, the highest of our Secondary rocks. It is 
a sea-deposit, rich in fossils, of which many are such as must have lived at 
a great depth and apparently in the sea of a warm climate. From the fact 
tluit the fossils of the overlying beds are altogether of different kinds from 
those of the Chalk, it has been inferred that those beds were not at once 
deposited on the Chalk, but that after the deposition of the latter, a long 
time passed away before other beds were formed over it. 

The Kentish Tertiaries belong to the " Eocene," or Lower Tertiary 
series ; and consist, in ascending order, of the Thane t beds, the Woolwich 
beds, and the basement bed of the London Clay, — grouped together by 
Profltwich (to whom we owe nearly all our knowledge of these beds) imder 
the name of " Lower London Tertiaries," — ^the Lon£>n Clay and the Lower 
Bagshot Sand. 

VOL. VII. I 
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1. T^ Thanet Beds, — This formation, almost a purely Kentish one, 
beini; but little shown in any other county, thins out a little west of 
London. 

Under London it is from 30 to 40 feet thick, and consists of fine, soft, 
l^ht-coloured sand, without fossils. It continues the same through West 
iLent, but with a thickness increasing to 60 feet or more. Li East Kent 
a gradual change sets in, the beds get more clayey, and fossils occur in 
parts ; until the Isle of Thanet, and to the south, there are little else than 
marls, mostly hard, and clays — ^with a little sand at top however — often 
full of fossils, and from 80 to 100 feet thick. At the bottom, ecerywhere 
there is a bed of clayey greensand, with green-coated dints lying at once 
on the Chalk. 

The number of kinds of fossils in these Thanet beds is small. They 
are all marine, and seem to be such as would have lired in the sea of a 
more or less temperate climate ; the chief genera are Cyprina, Cy therea, 
Pholadomya, Cucullcea, Thracia, Nucula, Corbula, Sanguinolaria, all hi- 
Talve shells, and Ampullaria. The cliffs and the shore, west of the Recul- 
Ters, yield those of the uppermost and more sandy nart of the formation ; 
whilst fit Pegwell Bay the lower marly part is also shown. At both places 
tliere are fossil-bearing sandstones in tne upper part. The Bekesboume 
cutting of the London, Chatham, and Dover Kailway yielded many fossils 
to Mr. Dowker, one of the members of the Society, who has described this 
section in a former volume of the * Geologist.' 

Where a section shows a good thickness of the Thanet beds above the 
Chalk, the junction of the two formations is even ; where, however, there 
is but little of the former, the junction is generally more or less wavy, and 
there are often large funnel-shaped hollows, known as "pipes." These 
have been slowly formed by the action of water containing carbonic acid 
in solution, which has dissolved away the Chalk (carbonate of lime) in an 
irregular and unequal manner, and the beds above have fallen down into 
the hollows thus left. It is where the Chalk is but thinly covered, and 
tlierefore where water would the more easily filter through to it, that one 
would expect this action to occur to the greatest extent, and such is the 
case. 

2. The Woolwich Beds are remarkable for their ever-changing structure, 
especially in Kent, in which county, however, there is none of the brightly- 
coloured mottled plastic clay, that occurs so generally in this formation ui 
the western part of the London basin. 

In the " far west '* of Kent, near London, the Woolwich beds are about 
50 or 60 feet thick, and consist of alternations of sands, beds of pebbles, and 
clays with shells ; and at the bottom, a bed of greenish sand with pebbles, 
sometimes resting somewhat unevenly on the underlying Thanet Sand. 

I'he shell- beds-must have been deposited in a river or estuary, for some 
of the shells are of a kind that could not have lived in the sea, — such as 
the bivalve genera Unio, Cyrena, and the univalve Paludina, Neritina, Me- 
lania, and Melanopsis. There are also oysters, and other genera that show- 
that the beds are not altogether freshwater, but partly of brackish- water 
origin. As is usually the case with freshwater beds, fossils are most abun- 
dant in numbers, but not in kind, — few species^ but hosts .of individuals. 
Mr. Prestwich infers that the river wliich deposited these shells, and the 
clay that contains them, flowed down from an island, which he supposed 
to have occupied at that time part of our -present Wealden district. The 
climate indicated by the shells is that of a temperate region, and the remains 
of plants that are found here and tliere, point the same way. These shell- 
beds are well shown in the large ballast pit, at Charlton, near Woolwich, 
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at Coanter Hill (New Cross), Loam Pit HOI (Lewiaham), and yery many 
other places. 

The great shingle-beds of the neighbourhood of Bromley and Black- 
heath, haye been in part classed by Mr. Prestwich, though doubtfully, 
with the " basement-bed " of the London Clay ; but there is some reason 
to think that they may all belong rather to the Woolwich beds. Li some 
places, and markedly in the " rock-pit " in Sunderidge Park, near Bromley, 
and in the railway-cutting at Beckenham, there are fossils in the pebble- 
beds ; and it seems strange that many yery delicate shells should be pre- 
seryed in a loose mass of hard pebbles. 

In some places, as on the hnl aboye Abbey Wood, the shell-beds have 
thinned out, and there is nothing but sand and pebbles from the top to the 
bottom of the formation. The pebble-beds, as might be expectea of de- 
jxmU of that nature, are merely lenticular masses on a large scale, of great 
thickness at one spot and near oy altogether absent. 

Eastward of the yalley of the Cray, Tertiary formations haye suffered 
much from denudation, and from Dartford to l)eyond Grayesend are pre- 
sent only in the form of outliers. The clay shell-beds get thinner, and at 
the great section on the bank of the Medway, at L^pnor, are only 6 feet 
thick, the sand above, howeyer, also containing shells, but not that below. 

For some way east of Bochester this formation has been almost wholly 
denuded, but it comes od again west of Sittingboume. Near this latter 
place the estuarine shell-beds chin out and are not seen further eastward. 
The pebble- bed at the bottom is also lost, and it is then difficult to draw 
the line between the Woolwich beds and the underlying Thanet Sand, the 
former, howeyer, being mostly a coarser and sharper sand, with here and 
there a few pebbles. The fossils also of the two formations are more alike, 
those of the Woolwich beds being here of a purely marine kind, and in 
great part of the same species as those of the lower formation, but of rarer 
occurrence. The sands that in East Kent represent the Woolwich beds 
are 25 to 40 feet thick, and are well shown on the coast west of the B>ecul- 
yers, in sections near Canterbury and Ash, and in the railway-cutting at 
Bichborough Castle. 

3. The Basement Bed of London Clay consists, near Lewisham and 
Broml6y, of a more or less clayey pebble-bed, from 3 inches to 2 or 3 feet 
thick, and is well shown in the large pits at Loam Pit HiU, near the former 
place. 

Mr. Prestwich classes with this bed, though somewhat doubtfully, the 
thick wide-spread mass of shingle of Blackheath, Charlton, etc. ; but in 
the railway-cutting, east of Bickley, a sandy pebble-bed, like that of Black- 
heath, is seen to be overlaid by the usual clayey pebble-bed at the bottom 
of the London Clay, and it would seem theremre that the thick mass of 
pebbles in sand at Blackheath, etc., do not belong to this bed ; whether 
they belong to the underlying Woolwich beds or not, is another question. 

From this western part of Kent there are no sections of the " basement- 
bed " for some distance eastward, and possibly it may have thinned out. 
At Upnor, near Rochester, however, the whole of the Tertiary beds, from 
the lower part of the London Clay to the top of the Chalk, are shown. The 
former is underlaid by some 4 or 6 feet of fine light-coloured sands with 
shells, in a very friable state, and with pebbles near the bottom. These 
Mr. Prestwich classes with the " basement- bed," and they certainly seem 
to be separable from the underlying sands and shell-beds of the Woolwich 
series, tnough, on the other hand, they are sharply divided structurally 
from the stiff London Clay aboye The fossils in them are, for the most 
part, of species generally found in the basement-bed (chiefly of the 
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frenera Cytherea, Cyprtna, Carditixn, Pectnnculns, Natica, and Lainiia 
t^eth) ; but there are also a few of the estuarine shells of the Woolwiidi 
beds, and in abundance Cyrena, Gerithium, and Melania. 

Thifl bed (or rather the set of sands, etc., that are usually claased with 
it) does not occur for some distance to the east, owing to the extent of the 
denudation of the Tertiaries ; coming on again, however, near Sittingboune 
with the same general characters and a little thicker. It has been observed 
in the cutting north of that town, on the Sheemess branch-line. Near 
Boughton and Canterbury this sand is again shown, and it contains flint- 
pebbles and ironstone. At the mouth of the tunnel, on the Whitstable 
Kailway, near the second place it may be well seen, and the thick pebble- 
bed at the base, cemented into a hard mass by the ironstone, is remarkable. 
At Shottenden Hill there is a great thickness of the flint-pebbles. 

The fine cliff-section between the Reculvers and Heme Bay showa this 
sand-bed very clearly. It has here an average thickness of 20 feet ; is 
crowded with fossils ; contains large blocks of hard tabular sandstone, oiieu 
almost made up of fossils or casts of fossils, and smaller blocks of fossil- 
bearing iron-sandstone; and has a well-marked pebble-bed, from a few 
inches to more than a foot thick at the bottom. The fineness and loose- 
ness of the sand of this division of the Tertiarr series is here well shown : 
on windy days many tons' weight of this sana are blown away from the 
face of the cliff, the wind indeed being very powerful in wearing away 
these cliffs. The fossils are of a London Clay type ; but many of them 
occur also in the beds below. Sharks' teeth and vertebrsB are plentiful, 
and amongst the shells the bivalve genera Cyprina, Cytherea, and Car- 
dium, and the univalves Natica and Aporhais. 

In all these East Kent sections, it is to be noted that the London Claj 
is sharply divided from, and nowhere passes into the sands below, and that 
it nearly always has a few pebbles, green grains, and sharks' teeth at the 
bottom, which is rather sandy, and not unlike the undoubted basement-bed 
in the western part of the London basin, and this may perhaps be the real 
basement-bed. The underlying sands are more like the beds below them 
in mineral structure ; but more allied to the London Clay by fossils. 

4. The London Clay is not only of much greater thickness, but also of 
more uniform mineral character than the lower formations. It consists al- 
most throughout its whole thickness of stiff dark-bluish-grey clay, weather- 
ing brown, with now and then a bed of nodular masses of clayey limestone 
(known as " septaria," from having septa or divisions of carbonate of lime), 
from which Roman cement is made. The lower part is generally roughly 
laminated, and abounds in transparent crystals of selenite (sulphate of 
lime). The upper part, which however rarely occurs, having been for the 
most part denuded, is also somewhat laminated and sandy, and generally 
passes up into the overlying Bagshot Sand (present only in the Isle of 
Sheppey). 

The full thickness of the London Clay in the most western part of Kent 
is calculated to have been about 450 feet; so great a thickness occurs no« 
where in West Kent, however, the highest beds of the formation having 
been denuded. Shooter's Hill, indeed, is the only place where the greater 
part of the London Clay has been left. In the Isle of Sheppey the thick- 
ness is calculated at 480 feet, .the greatest known. As might be expected 
from its greater thickness, the London Clay occurs at the surface over a 
wider belt of country than the thinner underlying formations. 

The fossils, in some places abundant, but often " conspicuous by their 
absence/' show that the clay is a sea-deposit. Moreover, as the many 
species occur for the most part from top to bottom of the formation, and as 
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the mtneral character ia the same throughout, it follows that there must 
have been a slow subsidence going on, to make up for the shallowing of the 
sea by the continuous deposition of sediment, and thus to allow the life of 
the age to keep the same during the whole time of deposition of these hun- 
dreds of feet of cky, which it could not do if the depth of the sea were so 
much lessened as would be the case without subsidence. 

The onl^ place where any number of fossils have been found in the Lon- 
don Clay m Kent, is the Isle of Sheppey, where, however, the cliffs have 
yielded a rich harvest both of species and specimens. These, which are 
from the higher part of the formation, give evidence of the existence in 
those long-past ages of corals, star- fishes, sea-urchins, an abundance of 
Crustacea (crabs, lobsters), often forming the nucleus of septaria, mollusks 
in great plenty, fish (especially sharks, the teeth of which are very common), 
and rays and reptiles (turtles, tortoises, crocodile, and serpent.) The re- 
mains of a small pachydermatous mammal have been found near Heme Bay. 
The most remarkable of the Sheppey fossils, and which are far less common 
elsewhere, are the plant-remains. These are chiofiy of the leguminous 
and coniferous orders and palms, and consist of fruits, seeds, and stems. 
They are in iron-pyrites (sulphide of iron), and therefore very difficult to 
keep, as that substance often decomposes when exposed. They show that 
the neighbouring land on- which they grew must have been much warmer 
than our present temperate climate ; and this evidence is strengthened by 
that of the remains of the Mollusca, amongst which the univalve Nautili, 
Cones, Cowries, and Volutes show that the sea in which they lived must 
have been in a warm climate. Shells of many other genera occur, such as 
Pusus, Natica, Pleurotoma, Bostellaria, and the bivalves Cardium, Pec- 
tuneulus, and Teredo, a great deal of the wood having been bored by the 
last. These shells, like the vegetable remains, are in the state of casts in 
iron-pyrites. 

The middle and lower beds of the London Clay, near Whitstable and 
Heme Bay, have yielded fewer fossils. 

A noteworthy feature of the London Clay cliffs is the frec[uent occur- 
rence of landslips ; nearly the whole face of the sloping cliff being generally 
made up of the fallen masses. In dry summer-time the clay is shrunk by 
the heat, and deep cracks are formed ; when rain falls, much water finds 
its way down these cracks, loosens the day, and makes it slippery, so that 
masses can more readily fidl down. The destructive action of the weather 
is, however, greatest in the winter, when the water in the deep cracks 
freezes, and the vast force put forth in its expansion, on becoming ice, 
loosens the beds, which would then tend to slip down after a thaw. Early 
in the present year (1863) a slip occurred which threw a long strip of land, 
about two acres in extent, some way down the cliff: the young wheat was 
growing very well in its strange position. 

5. The Lower Bagshot Sand occurs in the form of a thin outlier on the 
highest part of the Isle of Sheppey ; the only place in Kent where the 
London Clay is capped by this formation, which has been worn off alto- 
gether in other parts of the county. The sand is light- coloured, more 
elayey towards the bottom, and generally passes into the sandy clay form-- 
ing the uppermost part of the London Clay. It may be seen for more than 
a mile along the cliff near Minster, and is at the most some 30 feet thick. 

Although of so small extent and thickness, this outlying mass of sand is 
of much geological value. Firstly, it proves that the Bagshot series once 
spread over these parts, as the outliers at Bayleigh and elsewhere on the 
opposite side of the Thames prove its former extension over Essex ; and, 
secondly, it enables us to calculate the thickness of the London Clay from 
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top to bottom, which clearly could not be done without that formation 
beiD^ capped somewhere by a mass of the next overlying one, to show tho 
real top ; its bottom bein^ shown by the outcrop of, or by wells being sunk 
through to, the formation next below. 

6. Crag (of Prestwich). — Near the edge of the Chalk escarpment near 
Folkestone, and to a smaller extent in other like places, there is found a 
deposit of sand, oflen ferruginous, the age of which is not yet made out 
with certainty. It seems not to be connected with any of the older 
Tertiary beds, and it is not like any o^ the Drift-beds of the district. From 
the occurrence of a peculiar set of fossils in a pipe of this sand in the Chalk 
above LcDham, Mr. Fi-estwich was led to class it with the " Crag," an 
Upper Tertiary formation of much later date than any we have been con- 
sidering. The fossils, however, being only in the state of casts in iron- 
stone, and merely from a small pipe, the evidence is hardly conclusive, and 
the classification must be looked on as provisional. There is therefore a 
very doubtful point in the Tertiary Geology of their county for the " East 
Kent Naturalists '* to work out. 

Gbo LOGICAL SociBTY. — Becewher % \^%, — 1. "On the Correlation of 
the Oligocene Deposits of Belgium, Northern Germany, and the South 
of England.** Bv Herr Adolf von Eoenen. Communicated by F. E. 
Edwards, Esq., F.G.S. Kailway-cuttings in the New Forest (Brocken- 
hurst, etc.) have recently exposed certain marine beds overlying the Lower 
Headon (freshwater) series, and containing fossils hitherto unknown in 
England, but which, as Herr von Koenen showed, constitute the marine 
equivalent of the Middle Headon strata. 

The author gave an exposition of the current opinions upon the correla- 
tion of those English and foreign " Upper Eocene " or " Lower Miocene " 
sti-ata, to which Professor Beyrich has given the name " QlijCQcepe/' and 
briefly sketched their distribution and limits upon the Continent. He then 
gave a list of fifty-nine New- Forest (Middle Headon) fossils, which he had 
determined, and stated that, of this number, forty-six occur in the Lower 
Oligocene of Germany, and twenty-three are characteristic of that forma- 
tion ; twenty-one of these species occur in the Barton Clay, four in the 
Middle Oligocene, and eight are peculiar to the Brockenhurst beds. He 
therefore concluded that the Headon and Brockenhurst strata are on the 
same horizon as the Lower Oligocene ; and he confirmed the opinion ofpres. 
vious observers, that the Hempstead beds are the equivalent of the " Grfes 
de Fontainebleau " and of the Middle Oligocene of Germany. 

2. "On the Liassic Strata of the Neighbourhood of Belfast." By Balph 
Tate, Esq., F.G.S. 

In the neighbourhood of Belfast the following members of the Lias for- 
mation were stated to occur, namely : — The zone of Ammonites Bueklandi^ 
the White Lias, and the zone of Avicula contorta. 

The characters of these subdivisions in the district under consideration 
were described in detail by Mr. Tate, who gave sections of the beds ex- 
posed in Colin Glen and at Cave Hill, at which localities the three zones 
are seen ; he also gave sections of the Avicula contorta beds as exposed at 
Woodbarn and at Whitehead, and lists of the fossils found in the strata of 
each subdivision at the localities mentioned, noticing that, in the zone of 
Ammonites Bucklandi, that Ammonite is replaced by A. intermedius, the 
other fossils being of the same species as occur in that zone in England ; 
and he concluded with some general remarks on the distribution of the 
members of the Lias in the North of Ireland. 

3. " Notes on the Devonian Eocks of the Bosphorus." By W. B. 
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Swan, Esq. In a letter to Sir E. I. Murchison, KC.B., F.R.S., F.G.S., 
etc. 

The lithological and stratigraphical characters of the rocks of the Bos- 
phorus having been noticed, the author gave a general description of the 
fossils occurring in them, — namely, ^irifer (broad-winged and small 
species), OrthU, and other Brachiopods ; Homalonotus and other Trilo- 
bites ; together with Corals of the genus Favosites associated with the 
well-known Pleurodietvum problematicum. Graptolites were stated to be 
entirely wanting, aud Uephalopods to be very rare. Mr. Swan therefore 
inferred that these strata were of the age of the Lower Devonian rocks of 
the BJiine. 

iJecember 16, 1863.— 1. " On the Pebble-bed of Budleigh Salterton." 
By W. Vicary, F.G.S. With notes on the Fossils by J. W. Salter, 
F.G.S. — The south coast of Devonshire, from Petit Tor, near Babbacombe 
Bay, to a little beyond Sidmouth, exhibits cliffs of New Bed Sandstone ; 
one of the beds of which, near Budleigh Salterton, is composed of pebbles 
of all sizes and of a flattened oval form : this bed attains a maximum 
thickness of about 100 feet, and some of the pebbles composing it were 
found by Mr. Vicary to contain peculiar fossils. 

Mr. Vicary gave a description of the physical features of the area over 
which the pebble-bed extends, and entered into the stratigraphical details 
of this ana the associated strata, referring to Mr. Salter s note for infor- 
mation upon the affinities of the fossils. In his note, Mr. Salter observed 
that, on comparing the fossils of the Budleigh Salterton pebbles with those 
from the Caen sandstone in the Society's Museum, he round that all the 
species contained in the latter collection were also represented in the 
former. The general aspect of the fossils was stated to be quite unlike 
that exhibited by English Lower Silurian collections, aud Mr. Salter 
therefore suggested that the exact equivalent of the Caen sandstone does 
not exist in England. This difference in the two faunas appeared to him 
to favour the theory of the former existence of a barrier between the 
middle and northern European regions during the Silurian period. 

2. *' Experimental Kesearches on the Granites of Ireland. — Part IV. 
On the Granites and Syenites of Donegal, with some remarks on those 
of Scotland and Sweden." By the Rev. Samuel Haughton, F.B.S.— The 
author discussed in detail the mineralogical composition of each of the fif- 
teen Donegal granites, and described the method usually employed by 
kim in solvmg lithologico-chemical problems, coming to the conclusion 
that nearly half of these granites are not composed altogether of the four 
minerals (quartz, orthoclase, oligoclase, and black mica) which are found 
in them in distinct crystals, and that the remaining varieties, even if they 
be composed of these minerals, must have a paste composed of the same 
minerals, but with a slightly different composition. Professor Haughton 
then discussed the composition of the syenites of Donegal, and instituted 
a comparison between tne granites of that district and those of Scotland 
and Sweden, remarking that those of the last-named region have the 
same stratified structure as the granites of Donegal. 

3. " On the recent Earthquake at Manilla." By J. W. Farren, Esa. 
Communicated by the Foreign Office. — In two letters to Earl Russell, 
the author described the damage done by this earthquake, observing that 
289 persons were killed, and a targe number more or less injured. 

4. " Extracts from Letters relating to the Further Discovery of Fossil 
Teeth and Bones of Reptiles in Central India." By the late Rev. S. 
Hislop. Communicated by Professor T. Rupert Jones, F.G.S. — The re- 
mains alluded to consist of (1) a series of reptilian bones, some bearing 
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teeth, mostly Labyrinthodont, and some probably Dieynodont, from the 
(Triassic P) red ciay of Maledi, in which teeth of Ceratodus occur ; and 
(2) several teeth similar to one from the Eocene clays of Takli, near 
^agpore, aod another like a conical tooth from the Eocene beds (with 
Ph^^a Prinsepii) of Physura, from the same neighbourhood as that in 
which the set ^o. 1 was found. At Phisdura (Tertiary) large reptilian 
bones (including a femur 1 foot across at the condyles, and a vertebral cen- 
trum seven Inches across) have been found associated with large coprolites, 
Fhysa Prinsepii t and Paludina Deccanenns. Mr. Hislop stated his 
belief that the Mangali beds, the Kordihad shales, and the red-clay of 
Maledi, should be placed above the plant-bearing beds of Nagpore, instead 
of below them, aa heretofore supposed. 

January 6, 18Q4 — 1. " On the recent Geological Changes in gomerset, 
and their date relatively to the Existence of Man, and of certain of the 
Extinct Mammalia." By G. 8. Poole, Esq. 

In describing the general physical features of the district treated of, 
▼hich lies between Cievedon and Taunton, the author noticed especially 
the embankments which protect the laud from periodical inundations, 
stating his belief that they were constructed by the Romans ; he also de- 
scribed the ^* turbaries " or peat-moora, endeavouring to explain their mode 
of formation, and noticing their relation to the alluvium and the sand-banks 
of tbe district. Mr. Poole then endeavoured to prove that the area ander 
consideration had been subject to considerable changes of level in com- 
paratively recent geological times, and that man existed in the district 
prior, and some of the extinct mammalia subsequently, to the last of such 
changes, — asserting, in support of the last conclusion, that the remains of 
EUphas primigeniust Rhinoceros tichorinus, etc., had been found in a« 
stratum above that containing the bones of man and pieces of pott<ery ; and 
he concluded by examining the evidence of the extent and date of Uie last 
subsidence. 

2. **0n the Structure of the Eed Crag in Suffolk and Essex." By 
Searles V . Wood, jun., Esq. Communicated by Searles V. Wood, Esq., F.G.S. 

By reference to a tabulated description of about fifty sections taken 
from various parts of the Red Crag area, the author showed that the de- 
posit is structurally divisible into live stages, of which the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 
and 4th (counting upwards) were not deposited under water; but from 
their being regularly laminated, at angles varying between 25° and 35°, 
and possessing (with the exception of the 2nd) an unvarying direction in 
every stage, he regards them as the result of a process of ** beaching up," 
by which was formed a reef extending from the river Aide on the north, 
to tlie southern extremity of the deposit in Essex. Of these four st-ages, 
the 4th is the most constant and important, the 1st, 2nd, and 8rd being 
frequently either concealed by, or destroyed during the formation of the 
succeding stages. At Walton-on-^aze alone do any of the four lower 
stages contain evidence of being a subaqueous deposit ; there the Ist stage 
is so, but it is covered by two reef stages, and these again by the 5th stage. 

The 5th stage is invariably horizontal, and contains evidence of having 
been formed under water. This stage is developed in such a way as to 
show that it was formed in channels eroded in the older reef, and it is at 
its base that the coprolite workings occur. This stage also passes up at 
Chillesford into the sands and gravels, termed by the author the Lower 
Drift, which underlie the boulder clay ; at other places a line of erosion 
exists between the 5th stage and the drift-sands. 

Jan. 20.— 1. " Observations on supposed Glacial Drift in the Labrador 
Peninsula, Western Canada, and on the South Branch of the Saska^tche- 
wan." By Professor H. Y. Hind, Toronto. 
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During an exploration of a part of the interior of the Labrador penin- 
sula, in 1861, the author had an opportunity of observing the magnitude, 
distribution, and extraordinary number of the boulders on the flanks of 
the table-land of that area ; and he commenced this paper with a detailed 
account of the results of his observations, referring also to the forced ar- 
rangement of blocks of limestone, shale, and Lauren tian rocks in Boulder- 
clay at Toronto, and on the south branch of the Saskatchewan. 

Professor Hind then described briefly the Driftless Area, in Wisconsin, 
discoTered by Prof. J. D. Whitney, ana the conclusions to which that geo- 
logist has been led by the study of this district. He next adverted to the 
beaches and terraces about the great Lakes, and considered their origin to 
be similar to that suggested by Mr. Jamieson for the Parallel Boads of 
Glen Hoy. The formation of anchor-ice in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and 
at the heads of rapids in the great river itself was alluded to as one of the 
means by which nver-beds may be excavated. The parallelism of escarp- 
ments in America, at great distances apart, and at elevations varying from 
600 feet to 3000 feet above the sea, was next described, and their symme- 
trical arrangement suggested to be the result of glacial rivers undermining 
the soft strata of sedimentary rocks in advance of the glacial mass itself. 
These escarpments were also thought to represent dinerent and closely- 
succeeding glacial epochs. 

2. " Notes on the Drift-deposits of the Valley of the Severn, in thd 
neighbourhood of Coalbrookdale and Bridgenorth." By George Maw, 
F.S.A., P.L.8. 

The patches of Drift occurring in the Valley of the Severn from about 
four miles below Bridgenorth up to Shrewsbury, including a north and 
south range of about twenty miles, have been carefully examined by the 
author, and were described in detail in this paper. 

C^jpamencing with Strethill, a hill close to the entrance of Coalbrook- 
dale, the author described the several beds which make up the Drift-de- 
posits of which it is composed, and gave a list of the rocks which he had 
found in them. In the same manner he described in succession the neigh- 
bouring districts in which the Drifl-deposits are exhibited, and gave a list 
of the fossils which had been found in the beds at the different localities. 

In conclusion Mr. Maw put forward some hypotheses as to the period 
when the degradation of the older formations (the materials of which com- 
pose the Drill) took place, the manner in which the Drift was deposited^ 
the extent of the submergence of £ngland and Wales during the period 
of its deposition, and the influence of glaciers and glacier-action in its pro- 
duction. 

BoTAi. School of Mines. — Twelve Lectures on Chemical Geo* 
LOOT, BY Db. Percy, F.R.S. — December \(Hh, 1863. — Geology haa 
for its object the study of the nature and mode of formation of the 
exterior of the earth, which alone is accessible for investigation. That 
exterior is usually designated the "crust" of the earth, an expression 
which implies necessarily that the interior is not solid, but is in a state of 
greater or less liquidity. The received hypothesis is, that our planet was 
once molten, and that in tlie lapse of ages it has gradually cooled down, 
and haa become solid on its surface. The lecturer did not nropose to 
examine the foundations of this hypothesis; but used the word " crust" 
simply because it is a term perfectlv well understood, and generally ac- 
cepted, and not as any exponent of tne lecturer's belief. 

We are acquainted altogether with about sixty elementary bodies ; and 
it is really remarkable how few constitute the great bulk of the earth's crust 
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— not more than fire. These are— silicon, alnmimmn, calcium, oxygen, 
and carbon. The states of combination in which they occur are — silica, that 
is, silicon combined with oxvi^en ; alumina, or aluminium with oxygen ; 
and lime, or calcium with oxygen ; and this lime is, for the most fuirt, or, 
at all erents, to a Tery large extent, in combination with carbonic acid, 
constituting marble and limestone in its Tarions forms. Perhaps next in 
abundance we may rank magnesium ; then, periiaps, would come hydrogen, 
iron, sodium, potaraium, manganese, chlorine, sulphur, and phosphorus. 
The hydrogen is that existing in combination with oxygen in the form of 
wati-r, and present in a state of solid combination in all clay. It is not 
there, as chemists term it, as hygroscopic water, water simply of moisture, 
which can be expelled at a low temperature, but it is there in a state of 
actual solid combmation, and may therefore be considered as one of the 
constituents. 

The geok^st eTerywhere meets with problems of the highest interest 
which chemistry alone can soWe ; yet it is somewhat surprising that in this 
country the application of chemistnr to the solution of geological phe- 
nomena should hitherto have receiTed so small a share of attention, r^ot 
a few persons have attained the reputation of geologists who hare either 
been ignorant of the great foundations of the philosophy of geology, or 
hare had a Tery slight knowledge of the subject. To know and to remem- 
ber the order of superposition of rocks, ana to be able to recognize the 
fossils which they respectively contain, does not entitle a man to rank as a 
philosophical geologist. As well might a taxidermist lay claim to the title 
of zoologist, or an ornithologist to the title of botanist. The conquests 
which remain to be achieved in geology will, doubtless, result from the 
special study and application of the various sciences, and there is assuredly 
no line of investigation which promises richer fruit than chemistry. 

The subject of this first lecture is silicon, perhaps the roost abundant, or, 
certainly, one of the most abundant elements in the solid crust of the 
earth. This silicon has only recently been investigated in anything like a 
satisfactory manner. It exists in, and is the foundation of silica in its 
various forms. Silica exists in the well-known form of quartz, and con- 
sists of silicon combined with oxygen. In sand and in all clay, and 
in igneous rocks of various kinds, it is an essential constituent. In fact, 
it is everywhere. This silicon, when once united with oxygen, requires an 
extraordinary amount of affinity, or the exercise of an extraordinary force 
to detach it therefrom. It exists in three distinct states, the amorphous or 
formless state, in the graphitic state, and in the state of crystallized octa- 
hedral silicon. 

In its three states, silicon differs considerably. In the amorphous state 
it occurs in the form of a chocolate-brown powder. In the graphitoidal 
state it is exactly like graphite, or very similar, occurring frequently in 
small hexagonal plates, as produced in the process for making aluminmm. 
Then we have the octahedral form, the same form and the same crystalline 
system as that to which the diamond belongs. But here it is a most beau- 
tiful substance, of a metallic lustre, and a dark bluish-grey colour, consider- 
ably more blue than ordinary graphite, and more metallic in lustre. Silica 
consists, in round numbers, of about 48 parts of silicon and 52 of oxygen. 
The atomic formula adopted, and first suggested by Berzelius, is Si O,, 
representing one equivalent of silicon combined with three of oxygen ; 
but there are reasons for supposing that the more accurate expression is 
Si Oj, one equivalent of silicon combined with two of oxygen. Long ago 
it was ascertained by Schafgotsch that silica exists in two very different 
states. In one state crystallized as quartz, having a specific gravity of 
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2*6, All quartz, for example, has this specific grayity, and not only quartz, 
hut chalcedony, homstone, and flint, and yet these present no outward 
sign of crystalline structure. It is, however, maintained by Hose, and 
with some plausibility, that they consist of an aggregation of excessively 
minute crystals. He designates these forms of quartz as crystalline, in 
contradistinction to the ordinary form of rock crystal, which is distinctly 
crystallized. We have, then, crystalline quartz, and this apparently non- 
crystallized form of quartz just mentioned, chalcedony and tne like, of the 
high specific gravity 2*6. 

There is another form of silica in which the specific gravity never exceeds 
2*3. It ranges from 2*2 to 2*3, and is never higher tiian that. This is 
what is termed amorphous, apparently non-crystalline silica; and these 
facts have, or may have, ayery important bearing on certain geological con- 
siderations. All the crystallized silica of the high specific gravity polar- 
izes light. The amorphous silica of low specific gravity does not polarize 
light. The distinctly crystallized silica which we have in quartz, when 
pulverized, reduced to extremely fine powder by trituration and levigation, 
does not difier chemically in any sensible respect from the powder of the 
apparently amorphous form of silica, flint, chalcedony, and tne like* Both 
resist the action of boiling alkaline solutions, whereas the amorphous silica 
is copiously and readily dissolved by such solutions. The crystallized silica 
is produced in the wet way, and, so far as we know, only in the wet way. 
By the wet way is meant through the agency of liquids, never by fusion 
at a high temperature. The late M. Senarmont, who devoted considerable 
attention to tne artificial formation of minerals, made microscopic crystals 
of quartz by dissolving silica in the nascent state in very dilute hydro- 
chloric acid, and then exposing that soliition in a closed tube to a tempera- 
ture of between 200 and 300 centigrade ; exactly similar, in all essential 
respects, to the rock-crystal of nature. It is true that the crystals were 
very small ; but that in no way affects the truth of the conclusion. Sorby 
obtained crystalline silica by passing chloride of silicon into a tube along 
with the vapour of water, hut he afterwards procured still more distinct 
crystals by decomposing glass at a high temperature by the agency of 
water. We may take an ordinary piece of glass and boil water m it for 
almost any length of time, without appreciably acting upon it ; but if we 
expose ordinary glass to the action of water at a nign temperature in 
a close vessel, the result is diflerent, and the slass is rapidly attacked and 
corroded. By acting upon glass consisting of silica, lime, and potash, by 
water, at a high temperature, he obtained the well-known mineral WoUas- 
tonite, which is a silicate of lime ; and he obtained perfectly transparent 
crystals of quartz, not less than two millimetres in length, — a distinct ex- 
perimental proof of the formation of characteristic crystals of quartz, 
similar to those occurring in nature, by the asency of water. It is 
a fact that the heavy compact and the crystallizea silica often occur 
together, and hence we may infer the similarity of the conditions of their 
formation. 

To avoid confusion about crystalline and amorphous silica, it must be 
borne in mind that there is quaj*tz which is distinctly, manifestly crystal- 
lized with the specific gravity of 2*6. Then we have silica of the same 
specific gravity, yet not appearing crystalline to the eye, although there 
are certain reasons for supposing that it may be composed of an aggre- 
gation of excessively minute crystals. Then there is the other distinctly 
amorphous non-crystalline variety, which has the low specific gravity of 
2*3. Thus there are two apparently amorphous varieties of silica, — chal- 
cedony, for example, and opal. If we compare common quartz with opal, 
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both appear non-crystalline, and botb, therefore, might be confounded 
under the term " amorphous ; " but the term " amorphous " is restricted to 
this particular form of solid silica having the low specific gravity. 

AIL attempts to crystallize silica by fusion have hitherto failed. Many 
experiments were made upon this subject a lon^ time ago by means of the 
oxy-hvdrogen blowpipe. Silica has been distiuctly fused into small 
globules ; there is no great difficulty about that. More recently, Deville, 
who has paid special attention to the application of hi^h temperatures to 
metallurgical purposes, has succeeded in fusing silica in considerable 
quantities, and he has subiected it to slow cooling, but never in a single 
instance has there been the slightest trace of crystallization ; and auch 
silica — silica fused at these high temperatures — has always the low specific 
gravity of 2-3. The bearing of this will be seen by-and-by upon the sup- 
posed formation of granite and certain other igneous rocks, if we take a 
piece of crystallized qusrtz of a high specific gravity, and fuse it, we eon- 
vert it into a substance somewhat resembling the silica of the low specific 
gravity, having the gravity of 2*3. J^ow that is apparently a small fact, 
but in a geological point of view it is one of the highest interest. Fomaerly, 
it was . a marvel to melt a bit of platinum as big as a pin's head ; now, 
Deville has succeeded in melting it in mass. This platinum sometimes 
contains silicon, and in fusion the silicon becomes oxidized, and converted 
into silica, — the melted silica swimming on the top of the melted platinum 
in the foim of a thin, transparent, colourless liquid. 

Gustavo Hose found, tnat when perfectly transparent, entire rock- 
crystal underwent long exposure, say for eighteen nours, to a. porcelain 
funiace, in which the temperature is exceedingly high, — ^being estimated 
at about 2000° centigrade — there was no alteration in the specific gravity 
at this temperature ; but when the same crystal was exposed to the same 
conditions of temperature, having been Previously pulverized — reduoc^i to 
fine jiowder — its specific gravity was reduced from 2'6 to 2*3. Again, he 
found in the case of common flint having a specific gravity of 2*691, owing 
to certain impurities which interposed, that by exposure to this high tempe- 
rature for a long time, its specific gravity was reduced to 2*237 ; another 
example of the influence of high temperature in reducing the specific 
gravity of silica in this particular state of aggregation. 

We have now to consider more particularly this amorphous silica, or 
that form of silica to which Professor Graham has so well given the name 
of '* colloidal, or jelly-like silica." This silica is obtained in various waya; 
one ia by the decomposition of silicates by acids. Silicate of potaah 
or silicate of soda will dissolve readily in water, the solution being known 
as water-glass ; if we add, under certain conditions, an acid to that water- 
glass, the silica will immediately separate in the form of jelly. Under other 
conditions of dilution there would be no immediate separation of jelly what- 
ever, but the whole of the silica will be retained in solution, though it be 
separated from its combination with the base by the addition of a stronger 
ncid ; but, on keeping, it will ultimately gelatinize, or during evaporation, 
by the a pp lication of heat, the silica will be thrown down in the jelly-like 
state. When evaporated to dryness, this jelly forms a white, amorphous 
powder. This gelatinized silica, or colloidal state of silica, is produced 
by tlie action of water on a peculiar compound termed " fluorioe of sili- 
con,"--a gaseous compound, consisting of silicon in combination with 
the element fluorine, which is an essential constituent of common fluor 
spar. It is a perfectly transparent, colourless gas, which immediately 
mUoTS decomposition by contact with water; hence, when this gas 
is allowed to escape into the atmosphere, under ordinary circumstances 
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it produces a copious wliite smoke, due to the formation and deposition 
of silica. If fluor spar and sand be mixed with sulphuric acid, fluoride 
of silicon is formed, which, in passing through water, becomes immediately 
decomposed, depositing gelatinized silica. If we plunge the deliyery- 
tube, conveying the gas, into water, the quantity of silica immediately 
produced would be so great as to stop up the tube, and to burst the 
flask. In order to avoid that effect, it is usual to place at the bottom 
of the vessel a quantity of mercury, over which is the water, and to 
let the gas escape in the mercury, and below the water. This gela- 
tinous silica, when dry, forms an exceedingly light powder. In fact, 
it is in a state of the extremest possible division. As far as I know, there 
is no other way of making amorphous silica in such a fine state of division 
as this. 

The solubility of silica is a subject of very high importance to geologists. 
In an acjueous solution of potash, for two parts by weight of solid potash 
in solution there is dissolved one part by weight of this extremely fine 
silica in fluoride of silicon. Of silicon in the state of quartz there is dis- 
solved *009 for two parts by weight, and of silica in the state of flint there 
is dissolved '038. This difference is due si mply , or at all events in a great 
measure, to a difference of aggregation. When rock-crystal has oeen 
actually melted, and then pulverized, it is as soluble in this menstruum 
as the silica from the fluoride of silicon. Silica dissolves, to a certain 
extent, in water containing alkaline carbonates. The light variety is far 
more soluble than the heavy variety. An aqueous solution of carbonate 
of potash, or soda, for example, dissolves fifteen times more amorphous 
than crystalline silica. With regard to the solubility of silica in pure 
water, ij^isehoff states, that one part of silica dissolves in 769,230 parts of 
water. 

Some results obtained by Professor Graham are as interesting as they 
are novel and important, — the phenomena of dialysis, which will possibly 
hereafter be found to explain many obscure geological phenomena. 

Some paper, termed " parchment paper," is tied round a hoop of gutta- 
percha, forming a circular vessel, the bottom of which consists of parch- 
ment paper. Into a glass vessel place pure water, and into the hoop 
place a solution of silicate of soda to which acid has been added in such a 
way as not to precipitate the silica, then place it on the pure water, and 
leave it. What will take place P In the course of time a certain propor- 
tion of the silica will pass through that membrane into the other constitu- 
ents in the solution, but eventually there will remain in the floating hoop, 
covered with the parchment paper, a pure solution of silica. All the 
hvdrochloric acid will be gone by virtue of the operation of that paper. 
The chloride of sodium or potassium, as the case may be, will be gone,-^ 
with a certain proportion of silica, it is true, — ^and there will remain at 
length a pure, limpid, colourless solution of silica. 

Amongst the illustrations supplied by Professor Graham for this lecture, 
was a 5 per cent, solution of silica. There was no base to retain that 
silica in solution. It was a pure limpid solution of silica in pure water. 
In the course of time, if the solution has a certain strength, it will gela- 
tinize, or, as Professor Graham calls it, pectize — form jelly. The weaker 
and purer the solution, the less tendency it has to gelatinize. Professor 
Graham expresses an opinion, that with 1 per cent, of silica the solution 
might be preserved for an indefinite length of time without change. 

There are some very curious properties about this solution to which 
the lecturer is very anxious to caD the attention of geologists. This solu- 
tion may contain as much as 14 per cent, of silica, and yet be perfectly 
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limpid, and not in the least Tiacons. It may be boiled in a flask for a con- 
siderable time, and concentrated considerably without change. When 
heated in an open vessel, a ring of insoluble silica is apt to form around 
the margin of the liquid, and this may soon cause the whole to gelatinize. 
The solution is, as I said, durable in proportion to its purity. It is not 
easily preserred beyond a few days, unless considerably diluted. It 
becomes opalescent after a short time, and then the jelly separates ; and 
once separated it cannot be redissolved in water. When the jelly is 
formed suddenly it is always more or less opalescent. Formed slowly, it 
is a jelly, perfectly colourless and limpid, like rock-crystal. If touched 
slightly it gives rise to a vibratory tremor. It contracts, after a few 
days, even in a close vessel, and then pure water separates from it. It is 
a very curious fact that coagulation, or the separation of silica in the jelly- 
like state, is effected in the course of a few minutes by a solution con- 
taining one ten- thousandth part of any alkaline or earthy carbonate, but 
not by caustic ammonia or neutral or acid salts, nor by sulphuric, nitric, or 
acetic acid. Coagulation occurs in a short time after passmg carbonic acid 
through the solution. A little carbonate of soda to it will make it so solid 
that it may be inverted without spilling. When it is suddenly made so, it 
is always opalescent, and not transparent. Dried by the air-pump in 
vacuo, at the ordinary temperature, it forms a beautiful, transparent, 
glassy mass of great lustre, no longer soluble in water, and which reminds 
one greatly of that beautiful variety of opal termed " hyalite." 

Ordinary silicate of soda is not at idl what is termed "colloidal;" 
if silicate of soda were put into the hoop-vessel, and left there floating 
upon the water, it would pass through, to a certain extent, to the water, 
but there would be no separation of its constituents. When hydrochloric 
acid is added and the constituents eliminated, tben this action is set up. 
This soluble form of silica unites with various organic matters, as, for 
example, with common gelatine, or with skin. In fact you may tan by 
means of silica, and produce leather containing as much as 70 per cent, of 
silica. 

We will now inquire whether there is any reason to suppose that a 
similar process may play any part in the operations of nature. The con- 
dition reouired is a soluble silicate dissolved in water, and the decomposi- 
tion of tliat silicate by some agent, such as hydrochloric acid. Does 
nature present us with any apparatus which can take the place of this 
so-called dialyser? All that we want is the porous bed of some rock like 
sandstone, in some convenient position, and that sandstone will act exactly 
as the dialysing apparatus. 

In the separation of the silica every bubble of the fluoride of silicon 
as it passes up through the water becomes immediately decomposed, and 
a portion of the gas escapes, not being thoroughly in contact with the 
water everywhere, and produces a slight smoke. We have reason to 
believe that this solution may play an important part in the phenomena of 
nature ; for there is no difficulty in explaining how such a solution may be 
obtained as is requisite to exhibit the phenomena of dialysis ; and very 

frobably in nature we may find conditions exactly suitable for dialysis, 
f this be the case, we shall be at no loss to understand how in many 
instances silicitication has occurred. We know that it has occurred, and 
to an enormous extent, in nature. The mineral termed " opal " is nothing 
more than amorphous silica containing a little water. The proportion of 
water is not definite ; it is variable, the extremes being somewhere about 
3 per cent, and 13 per cent of water. Sometimes tiiis opid exhibits most 
beautiful colours, and then it acquires the name of "precious opal." 
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These colours are due to a peculiar structural arrangement, and may be 
explained by the laws of optics. And if any one will examine the opal 
from Mexico and the substance prepared by evaporation in vactto by 
Professor Graham's experiment, he cannot fail to be struck with the 
resemblance between the two. The mineral termed " hyalite " is also a 
kind of opal met with in basaltic rocks. It is another form of amorphous 
silica. This hyalite contains an amount of water, the extremes of which 
are 3 and 6 per cent. 

The processes carried on in our blast furnaces or iron-smelting furnaces 
on so large a scale in yarious parts of this country, may really furnish indi- 
cations of great importance to the geologist. In the hearths of blast 
furnaces is occasionally found a white, delicate, fibrous substance, to which 
the name of "fibrous silica" has been ^ven. It has been carefully ex- 
amined, especially by Eose, who finds it to consist essentially of silica. 
It is silica m the amorphous state, produced at a high temperature, and, 
therefore, having a specific gravity not exceeding 2*2 or 2*3. We are not - 
perfectly certain yet as to the precise conditions under which it has been 
generated, but most likely it may have resulted from the oxidation of 
silicon. Sorby informs us that he obtained fibrous silica, exactly similar 
to that occurring in the hearts of blast furnaces, by passing fluoride 
of silicon, together with the vapour of water, through a porcelain tube 
heated to red- whiteness. By introducing the fluoride of silicon at one end 
of the tube, and the steam at the other, he obtained silica only in small 
vitreous grains. That is the amorphous silica. 

In concluding this lecture, the lecturer said he could not help forestalling 
what he should say hereafter as to the formation of certain igneous rocks, 
especially of granite. For a long time it has been the received notion, that 
aU granite, which occurs so abundantly^ in the crust of the earth, has been 
the result of igneous fusion at a very high temperature ; but there are cer- 
tain difficulties which have always been in the way of accepting this view 
of the subject, — difficulties known, at all events, to those who have been 
accustomed to make experiments on the fusion of mineral substances at 
high temperatures. Ifow, let us look at the fact of quartz occurring 
in this granite. Granite consists, as most of us know, of three minerals — 
quartz, mica, and felspar ; and the quartz in it is crystallized, and always 
has the specific gravity 2*6. There is not a single instance known to the 
contrary. There is therefore reason to believe that that quartz never 
could have been fused ; for we have seen that the moment we fuse silica, 
no matter in what state it was previously, we obtain a glass-like colloidal 
or non-crystalline mass, having a specific gravity never exceeding 2*3. 
In this fact he thought it would be agreed that there is something like a 
foundation for the inference (even from this single fact) that such granite 
could never have been produced under the condition of a high tempera^ 
iure. What those conditions were under which it was produced womd be 
hereafter considered. 

Manchester Geological Society. — 24th November, 1863. — A new 
safety-hook was described by Mr. George Wild, and the results of an at- 
tempt to get information from coal-proprietors twenty-four years ago, was 
brought before the meeting by Mr. Binney. It appears that to 260 circu- 
lars by the Society, only one reply was received, — ^from Mr. Ealph Thick- 
nesse, of Wigan. 
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COLONIAL GEOLOGY. 
AOE OF NEW SOUTH WALES COAL-BEDS. 
Bt Kb. Daintrbb. 

The 'Yeoman, and Aastralian Acclimatiser,' publisheB an article on the 
" Age of the New South Wales Coal-beds," by Mr. Daintree, one of the 
gentlemen connected with the Geological Suryej Department of this co- 
lony, from notes collected ** during a three montbs trip from Melbourne 
to the Upper Burdekin, Queensland." One of the most important facts 
mentioned m these notes refers to the dispute which has been long pend- 
ing between the Rev. Mr. Clarke, of New South Wales, and Professor 
M*Coy, as to the age of the New South Wales coal-fields. It must be 
satisfactory to Mr. Clarke to find that a gentleman of Mr. Daintree s ex- 
perience and undoubted qualifications has done something towards turn- 
ing the dispute in his favour. 

The history of this dispute, says our contemporary, deserves attention. 
The Rev. W\ B. Clarke, of New South Wales, has long been distinguished 
as one of the best practical geologists in this hemisphere. In numerous 
instances he pointed out where gold deposits would be found long prior to 
their actual discovery. He ha^ also examined and reported upon the 
coal-strata of the sister-colony, and from a careful observation of the 
strata in position, and by the character of the fossil remains, he had ar- 
rived at the conclusion that some of the coal-beds of New South Wales 
' are of the same age as the Lower Carboniferous series of Europe. Pro- 
fessor M*Coy, however, before he left England, had adopted a notion that 
the New South Wales coal is Oolitic, but that the marme fossils in the 
same neighbourhood, often found in contact with the coal-beds, are Lower 
Carboniferous. With a pertinacity almost amounting to stubbornness. 
Professor M'Coy has adhered to the notion he had formed. After the 
Professor removed to the southern hemisphere, he did not think it worth 
while to visit the coal-beds in dispute, but continued to controvert, often 
with unseemly and even reprehensible bitterness, the opinions of Mr. 
Clarke, who took an early opportunity of asking European geologists to 
suspend their judgment in the matter for a time, as he felt perfectly 
convinced of victory in the end. Mr. Clarke's argument was, that the 
coal could not be Oolitic and the marine fossils Lower Carboniferous, for 
in one locality examined— namely, Bussell's pits, Stony Creek, Maitland 
(and at other places) — the coal-seams, with the plants in dispute, lie aloag 
T\ ay helofD the marine beds. Some years ago Mr. Clarke sent a section (^ 
the coal-strata to the Eoyal Society of Victoria. Professor M*Coy and 
Mr. Sclwyn rejected it, on the pretence that there was a " fault" in the 
strata ; and in the opening address of the president of the sociefy (Sir 
Henry Barkly) in 1861, judgment was given against the opinions of Mr. 
Clarke. Throughout the dispute, that gentleman has been often unfairly 
dealt with, and harder things have been said than have appeared in print 
In vol. V. p. 107, of the Transactions of the Royal Society of Victoria, there 
is a passage in a paper by Professor M*Coy, pretending tnat Mr. Clarke told 
him and Mr. Selwyn that the specimen produced by Mr. Clarke in proof 
of his opinion was one of plants belonging to beds from which it bad 
fallen, or might have faUen, from the top to the bottom of the shaft. Mr. 
Clarke replied to this statement, but it was afterwards repeated (vide p. 
217, vol. V. of the Royal Society's Transactions), as if Mr. Clarke, vho 
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t produced the specimen in proof of the age of the coal, could have ad- 
mitted that all he had said waa untrue. Hie ' Australian Yeoman ' is 
convinced that Mr. Clarke is right, and congratulates him on his triumph 
oyer a stubborn foe. 

Then follow the geological notes collected during a three months' leave 
of absence, spent in a trip from Melbourne to the Upper BurdekiD, Queens- 
land (with a plan and section), by Bichard Daintree, field geologist, Vic- 
toria ; the substance of which is, — 

Starting from Melbourne, the Tertiaries of Port Philip Heads, the 
Amygdaloids of Cape Schank and Philip Island, succeeded by the cliffs of 
the Cape Paterson Carbonaceous strata, were rapidly passed. Next, the 
granite of Wilson's Promontory and the low sandy Tertiaries of Gipps 
lAnd. The promontory of Cape Howe was scanned, in the hope that it 
would afford some connecting link between the eastern extension of the 
Carbonaceous strata of Gipps Land and the southern coal-fields of New 
South Wales, but, from the distance no sign of stratified rocks could be 
discoTered. 

Kiama was the first point where sedimentary strata, traversed apparently 
by dykes of so-called *' older basalts," met the view ; they form part of 
the New South Wales coal-group. Here the Basalt relieves, with undula- 
ting slopes of rich agricultural soil, the usual sterile character of a Carboni- 
ferous area. From JBLiama to Sydney, cliffs of sandstones of the coal-group 
afford sections showing the gradual ascent into upper beds, the " Hawkes- 
bury Series " of Clarke, on which Sydney stands. Crocodile Head, six 
miles north from Jarvis Bay, is a worthy subject for an artist's pencil, so 
picturesque is the grouping of these rocks at that particular point. From 
Sydney to Newcastle, bold bluffs of the same formation give facility for 
studying this part of the series. From Newcastle to Stony Creek is but 
a short trip, and as there aro sections on which Mr. Clarke bases his evi- 
dence of the Palfeozoic age of part, at least, of the New South Wales 
coal-seams, it is one of the necessary pilgrimages for the wandering geolo- 
gist in search of truth. What I saw there I will state in as few words as 
poaaible. I saw three shafts on Mr. Bussell's estate — ladder-shaft, work- 
mg-shafl, and 200 ft. shaft. Ladder-shaft is 19 fl. below the level, and 
132 ft. west of working-shaft. Working-shaft is 9 ft. below the level, and 
SeO ft. north-west of 200 ft. shaft. The dip of the strata is east 6"^ south. 
Taking working-shaft as a pivot, ladder-shaft is 6°, and " 200 ft." shaft 39° 
oflf the line of dip. Beducing these distances between the shafts to the 
corresponding distances on Sue dip, we have — ladder-shaft distant from 
working-shaft 132 ft. nearly, " 200 ft." shaft distant from working-!«haft 
2^ ft. For details of the various strata passed through in these shafts 
see Clarke's * Discoveries in Australia,' p. 63. Four coal-seams were cut 
in the several shafts. We may distinguish them as the 5 ft. 7 in. seam, 
splint seam, working seam, and bottom seam. Now the working setim, 
No. 16 and 18 of Chtrke, is removed between ladder and working shafts. 
The top of this seam is struck in ladder-shaft at 24 ft. 4 in., and in work- 
ing-shaft at 92 ft. 4 in. The difference in level being 19 ft., will there- 
fore give a dip of 49 ft. in a horizontal distance of 132 ft., or the relation 
of perpendicular to base of l:2'7=dip of over 20°. As 6 ft. 7 in. seam 
eropa at the surface of ladder-shaft, it will not aflbrd safe data for calcula- 
tion of dip between it and working-shaft. In " working " shaft top of 5 ft. 
7 in. seam is met with at 60 ft. 9 m. from the surface, in *' 200 ft. shaft at 
153 ft., or, subtracting 9 ft. for diff^erence of level, at 144 ft. This 
glTee a difference of 83 ft. 3 in. in 280 ft. horizontal distance, oi^ the rela- 
tion of base to perpendicular 1:3*363. In " working-shaft," bottom of 
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working-seam, with 2 ft. parting of sandstone, is reaehed at 97 ft. 10 in., 
to which add 9 ft. difference of lerel = 106 ft. 10 in. ; and in " 200 ft." 
ahaft bottom of same seam, with 6 ft. parting of sandstone, is reached at 
187 ft. 1 in., which gires a difference of 80 ft. 3 in. in 280 ft., or relation 
of base to perpendicular 1 : 348. It will be seen from these figures that a 
higher dip prevails between "working" and "ladder" than between 
" working " and '* 200 ft." shafla, and also that the strata interrening be* 
tween ** 6 ft. 7 in." and " working " seams vary in thickness, and that we 
cannot deal as with straight lines in the calculation of the general dip. I 
have therefore taken the mean between the dip of the " 6 ft 7 in. and 
" working " seam, between " working " and " 200 ft." shafts, as the nearest 
approximation for calculating the outcrop of the different strata. This is 
SI ft. 9 in. in 280 ft. The relation of perpendicular to base 1 :3-425 = 16^ 
nearly. This places the outcrop of the lowest stratum (Clarke's No. 25) 
at a point 993 ft. S. 6° W. from the top of Kussell's "200 ft." shaft, sup- 
posing the surface of the ground at the same level. Outcrop of top of 
bottora seam, 794 ft. ; ditto, working seam, 611 ft. ; ditto, splint seam, 57S 
ft. ; ditto, 5 ft. 7 in., 624 ft. And these are the positions a ssign ed for the 
various outcrops in the accompanying plan and section. When the de- 
tails of these shafts were fiwt made known by Mr. Clarke as a proof of Uie 
PalflBOzoic age of the coal, Spirifera Fenestella, etc., being found in 
abundance above, and Glossopteris associated with and below the coal, it 
was suggested by Professor M*Coy, that the data given by Mr, Clarke 
showed the existence of a fault between " working *' and " 200 ft." shaft, 
and that possibly to this fault the reversion of beds might be due, but the 
Palaeozoic character of the fauna was not called in question. This error 
arose from taking the absolute distance between the shafts (360 ft) 
instead of the reduced distance to the line of dip of 280 ft Eeferring 
to the extension of Russell's coal-seams to the northern railway, un- 
fortunately at a point where no marked bed of Russell's series can be 
absolutely identified, we have an apparently unbroken series of strata 
dipping m the same direction, and at about the same angle, as those 
in Busseirs coal-pits, extending from a point at 19 miles 72 chains 
from Honeysuckle Flat to 21 miles 37 chams from the same place, die 
beds furthest to the eastward dipping at a greater angle. This affords a 
thickness (taking the angle of dip at 16°) of 2365 ft of strata, aboundinff 
in fossil fauna from bottom to top, very low down in which coal-seams wiw 
Glossopteris occur. Fossils from each of the cuttings on the railway and 
from Kussell's shafts were procured, that palseontologists may satisfy them- 
selves of their European parallel. If it oe admitted that the fauna found 
in the upper strata of these shafts is Palsosoie, then these eoal-eeams, at 
least, are Palsozoic, and Glossopteris has a much lower range than has 
hitherto been assigned it, except by Mr. Clarke. Neither does there seem 
any reason why Mr. Clarke should not place the Newcastle coal-seams 
(his No. 3 Carboniferous group) in the upper portion of this Stony Creek 
group, no known unconformity existing, smce no fauna or flora typical of 
the Mesozoie period has, I believe, yet been found in the said No. 3. This 
brings me to the consideration of Mr. Clarke's present arrangement of the 
Carboniferous series of New South Wales. Pirat. " Wianamatta beds " 
with insignificant coal-seams, the upper beds of which are the probable 
equivalents of our Otway, Bellerine, and Wannon beds, in which Glosso- 
pteris has not yet been found. Second. " Hawkesbury beds," with insig. 
nificant coal-seams, and no Glossopteris. To this s^eries Mr. Ckrke refi^n 
the Grampian sandstones of Victoria, though Mr. Selwyn places them 
with No. 4. (By Grampian sandstones 1 mean the beds constituting the 
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sierra.) Third. *' Carboniferoas beds," containing the workable ooal- 
seams, with Glossopteris by far the most abundant fossil. In the lower 
portion of this series, four known coal-seams are interpolated with strata 
containing a fauna similar in character to that found in the Carboniferous 
Limestone of Europe. Fourth. " Lepidodendron beds," not associated 
with coal-seams as far as yet known. If this arrangement is correct, and 
my experience as a field geologist is entirely in its favour, it is of great 
practical value to us in Victoria in the search for workable coal-seams, and 
should cause us to direct our attention to the upper beds of the Avon se* 
ries, Gipps Land, where No. 4 is so well developed, and also to Cape Lip- 
trap, where Carboniferous Limestone is suppocied to crop out, in the hope 
of finding the Glossopteris beds. It points unfavourably towards the Te- 
lUBOpteris and Zamites bearing beds, which we have hitherto regarded as 
our coal-producers, but which, as vet, have yielded nothing better than 
the Gape Paterson seams. 4000 feet also of these same wda have been 
tested oy boring in the Bellerine district and have yielded nothing ap- 
proaching a workable seam. 

In the collection of fossils forwarded by Mr. Clarke to Professor M'Coy, 
at Cambridge, specimens had been collected from the three upper divisions 
of the Carboniferous series of New South Wales ; the subsequent division 
of the group had not then been worked out by that indefatigable geolo- 
gist, and it is in this way, I believe, the mistake has arisen between Mr. 
Clarke and Professor M^Coy. Whether the fauna that overlies BusseU's 
coal-seams is most assimilated to the Palieozoic or Lower Mesozoic forms 
of Europe, is a question on which I am not competent to form an opinion. 
When the question shall have been settled by paiseontological authorities, 
it seems to me that little will have been done for the physical geologist at 
the antipodes, who must trust to the order of superposition, rather than to 
the paJflsontology, to work out the order of sequence, holding the opinion 
of Professor Huxley, that " there is no escape from the admission, that 
neither physical geolo^ nor paleontology possesses any method bv which 
the absolute synchronism of two strata can be demonstrated. That the 
moment the geologist has to deal with large areas, or with com^detely se- 
parated deposits, then the mischief of confounding homotaxis, or simi- 
larity of arrangement which c.an be demonstrated, with synchrony or iden- 
tity of date, for which there is not a shadow of proof, under the term of 
contemporaneity, becomes incalculable, and proves the constant source of 
gratuitous speculations." All the facts that we have to guide the field- 
geologist in Victoria in his search for Clarke's No. 3 Carboniferous beds 
(containing the workable seams of New South Wales) are these, — that 
they are very low down in the Carboniferous series ; that the lowest beds 
contain a fauna nearly allied to the Lower Carboniferous of Europe ; that 
Glossopteris is associated with all the coal-seams, and is the most common 
and characteristic fossil of the said No. 3. This peculiar fauna or fiora 
has not yet been observed in Victoria. Leaving now this most interesting 
piece of country and coasting along to Moreton Bay, under the lighthouse 
on Moreton Island we have sandstones, with a slight inclination, appa- 
rently, of the Carboniferous series cropping from under the Tertiary (F) 
sand of which the island is composed. If this is really Carboniferous 
Sandstone, Moreton Island may shortly become more valuable than its 
outward appeai*ance would lead one to suppose. The rocks on which Bris- 
bane stands may be referred to the Upper Silurian ; they have generally 
a north-easterly dip at high angles, are traversed by numerous quartz 
veins, and gold would surely be found, though perhaps not in workable 
quantity, in the gullies around the city. If not covered by the Carboni- 
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ferous series, as in the nei/^bbourhood of Ipswicb, we sbonld expect ricber 
deposits of gold in a south-westerly direction on fretting into rocks lower 
in the Silurian series, that is supposing them still to retain their north- 
easterly dip. Passing out of Moreton Bay, and still going northerly. 
Tertiary sands of the Brighton series occuny low-lying country on the 
coast, the Glass House Peaks, said to be yoicanic, raising their peaked 
heads irom the plain with sharper outline than the craters of Ascension. 
At Double Island Point, the southern entrance of Wide Bay, Basalt un- 
derlies the Tertiary, and hence to Inskip Point are cliffs the exact coun- 
terpart in lithological character of the Bed Bluff series, Brighton. The 
streets of Maryborough are metalled with soft sandstone, similar in ap- 
pearance to the Melbourne beds, and fifteen miles in a south-westerly di- 
rection gold of a nuggety character is being found in quantity, and about 
a hundred diggers are employed. 

Hence to Kockhampton the sandy tertiaries preyall along the coast. 
Under Woody Island, and at one point on Fraser s Island, Basalt is seen 
in places cropning from under the sand. Bockhampton stands on rocks 
which dip to tne north-east at high angles. A quarry opened at the side 
of one of the streets exposes a fine section of these. They consist chiefly 
of altered slates with bands of impure limestone containing fossils, pro- 
nounced by Professor M*Coy as Palseozoic. The dtered slates, almost Ly- 
dian stone in places, resemble those of Mount Staveley, Victoria. No 
quartz reefs were noticed in them. In the range of hiUs opposite Bock- 
hampton, these same beds have a westerly dip, and splendid sections are 
afforded of the sequence of beds in the heads of the creeks runninj^ 
from these hills. Up the Fitzroy, about four miles above Bockhampton, 
a marble is quarried for lime-burning ; it has a north-easterly dip, and ap- 
pears to be nearly the uppermost stratum of the series exposed in tne 
neighbourhood. Uomelians, some of large size, are found in the grayel 
drift of the Fitzroy at this point, probably washed from granitoid rocks 
exposed higher up that stream. Leaving Keppel Bay and going north 
among the islands, all is granite (Pentecost Islana is one of the most re- 
markable in form). Generally they are pine-clad, and have a most pic- 
turesque appearance. The sail from Bockhampton to Port Denison is, in- 
deed, one ot the most charming it has yet been my fortune to undertake. 
Bounding Gloucester Island, a precipitous granite ridge, Port Denison, is 
reached. 

The township of Bowen stands on Tertiary sand resting on a granitoid 
rock. The same geological feature extends along the coast northward to 
the Burdekin river. Cape Upstart, Mount Abbot, and numerous smaller 
peaks of granite rearing their heads above the Tertiary plains and alluvial 
swamps at their base ; indeed, were the coast line submerged to the di- 
viding range 200 ft. below the present level, it would present the same 
features as now obtain from the present shore to the Barrier Beef. At the 
lower crossing of the Burdekin, the cornelian-bearing granitoid rocks are 
again in force, and abundance of cornelians are to be found in the river 
sands. Following the present well-beaten track to the Valley of Lagoons 
at the head of the Burdekin— a track which twelve months ago did not 
exist, but is now as plain and well-worn as any in Victoria (the distances 
in miles marked on the trees) — for twenty-nine miles from the Lower 
Burdekin crossing, we pass over a level, sandy. Tertiary area, with large 

1>atches of swampy alluvium. At the twenty-seventh milestone Kill Biu- 
ock Creek is reached, on the east bank of which a well-defined quarts 
reef crops out from a matrix of rotten granite. This granite is exactly 
similar in character to that of Omeo and that of some portions of Tambo 
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BiTer, Gipps Land. Frequently hornblende replaces the mica altogether ; 
it is tiien this rotten character is most observed, and the decomposition it- 
self has been so active in places, that at the fortv- first milestone a fresh- 
water deposit of white limestone has accunlulated to a very considerable 
thickness. At the forty -second milestone the summit of the coast ranee 
is reached. Hence to the fifVy- third milestone, the last crossing of the 
Fanning river, these same granitoid rocks prevail. In the bed of the 
Fanning river gold of rather coarse character has been found, both by 
Mr. Boss, of the Fanning, and a party of miners who accompanied Mr. 
Brown, of Sydney, to open a supposed copper-lode in the neignbourhood. 
[The specimen given me by Mr. Brown was examined by Mr. Wood, at 
tiie Geological laboratory, and found to be specular iron ore.] Now this 
is exactly the character of granite described by Mr. Clarke, of Sydney, 
as gold-l>earing ; in fact it was from the description in his ' Southern Gold- 
fields,' that I was led to give more than ordinary attention to this area, in 
hope of getting at some practical result. 

My time would not permit me to prospect for myself, but I am of 
opinion that a less lucrative employment might be found than gold-wash- 
ing in Kill Bullock Creek, and from there to the Fanning river the geolo- 
gical indications are equally favourable, supposing it to be a fact that gra- 
nite of this description, or even quartz reefs in granit-e, are the matrix of 
gold. It is true that on the top of the coast range boulder-pebbles of 
rocks foreign to those in situ are scattered over the surface of the ground, 
and although denudation over this area has been very great, still I saw no 
sign of Silurian rocks in or near the Fanning ; there are certainly none on 
the east side coast-range. This looks like one more example of the occur- 
rence of " gold in granite." At about the seventieth mile from the Liiwer 
Burdekin crossing, the granites give place to limestones full of corals, with 
a lithological character, the exact counterpart of those of Buchan and 
Bindi, Gipps Land ; they are as much contorted as these, but their most 
regular dip is N. 30^, E. 50^. The same physical outline is also here ob- 
tained, and Bindi, dotted with small clumps of scrub, overgrown with 
many-tinted creepers, to give variety to the landscape, would serve for a 
photograph of Cunningham's Burdekin Station. These limestones were 
either very thin originalW or they have been greatl^r denuded, since the 
granite crons at the surface at intervals till we lose it altogether, and at 
Uie Upper Burdekin crossing regularly stratified pink and brown sand- 
stones and breccias make their appearance, dipping south-westerly at an 
angle of 10^ to 15°. 

On the west side of the Burdekin, Basaltic lava veils the underlying 
rocks, but on crossing a deep cutting creek, six miles from the crossing 
place, those same pink sandstones occupy the bed of the creek, with a 
westerly dip at 16°. These sandstones I take to be the northerly exten- 
sion of the Carbonaceous series, which I have Mr. Gregory's authority for 
stating extend from the junction of the Siittor with the Burdekin to Dar- 
ling fiowns. The usual section on the Buckland table-land, according to 
this authority, is — 1. Basalt; 2. Upper Carboniferous Sandstone ; 3. Coal- 
measures ; 4. Limestones, with spuifers. I am indebted to Mr. Bichard- 
son, of Bockhampton (of Burns, Bassett, and Co.), for the information 
that a seam of coal 6 ft. thick crops in the banks of the Mackenzie, near 
Cooroonih station, with a general S.W. dip, resting tmconformably on the 
conglomerates and sandstones of Mount Stewart. 

From this Upper Burdekin crossing west to the watershed of the 
Flinders the country is entirely basaltic, Fletcher's Creek forming its main 
boundary on the south, and the Clarke river on the north, where the 
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underlying rock is seen in the bed of " Baa&lt " or " Limestone " creek ; it 
is of a granitoid character, but Mount Caroline, the southernmost peak of 
Perry's Eange, is of altered slate, highly inclined, with numerous aud 
broad (quartz reefs on the flanks, the summit being composed of syenite, 
and this appears to be the character of the rocks of the Upper Clarke, 
though blue fissile slate with quartz reefs is more abundant there. Mr. 
Clarke has long ago pointed out this district as a future gold<field« Th^ 
fulfilment or otherwise of the prophecy is at hand. It was from drifts 
overlying the Basalts of this district I obtained the bones of Diprotodon, 
the most northern part of Australia in which, at present, the fossil re* 
mains of this animal naye been found. It is to these drifts that the cattle 
in the neighbourhood come to lick, and I am of opinion it is more for the 
phosphates from the bones of Diprotodon and his allies than from the chlo- 
rides they contain. 

A well-defined crater exists at a point bearing S. 30^ W. from Mount 
Caroline, dibtant 36 miles. From the top of this an excellent view is ob- 
tained of tbe boundary of the Basalt to the south. Granite snurs, gradually 
sloping to the southern side of Fletcher's Creek, hare checked its further 
development in this direction. 

Looking westward, we have a gradual rise to the table-land forming part 
of the watershed between the Flinders and Burdekin rivers, broken at in- 
tervals by low isolated pea ks or ridges. From this point may be seen the 
Mount Mayne, etc., of Walker. South of this hill, about two miles, com- 
mences what is called a " Basalt wall." This is said to extend in a south- 
easterly direction as far as, and across, Fletcher's Creek, and I believe no 
one had up to that period penetrated above this up Fletcher's CreeL 
Where I struck it it Lad the appearance of a walleoi city ruined by aa 
earthquake, the outer wall, though much rent, preventing the access of a 
horseman to the debris lying within. Creepers and shrubs of great variety 
grew over all, whilst a swampy bog at the base of its blufi* margin, rich in 
ferns, promised on the whole a harvest for the botanist, a safe retreat for 
the blackfellow, and charming ** little bits " for the artist or photographer. 
I regret much that I could not devote the time to following down this 
" Basalt wall," and more thoroughly exploring it. Whether it is the mar- 
gin of an enormous crater, or a more recent lava-fiow than that of tlie sur- 
rounding level countiy, I had not leisure to investigate. These Basaltic 
Lavas differ in no respect from those of probablv the same age in Vio** 
toria ; a suite of specimens collected on iLeilor Flains and on the Upper 
Burdekin could not be distinguished the one from the other. A peculiar 
feature of the Basaltic couutry here is, that the banks of the main, deep- 
cutting creeks are very rocky, whilst the branch creeks are usually the 
drains of open, gentlv -sloping well-grassed downs ; table-lands of lightly- 
timbered and usually coarser-grassed country intervening between the 
branch creeks. The timber on these table-lands is chiefly that known as 
** stunted ironbark," and a remarkable feature is the absence of fallen 
timber. This is attributable to the fact that the centre of nearly M the 
trees is hollow, making them an easy and certain prey to the first bush-fii«. 

Taking a general view of the geology of Queensland, as far as could be 
obtained in such a flying visit, and from the reliable information I could 
eoUect, it would a,ppear that a belt of Upper Silurian rocks extends along 
the coast from Brisbane to the neighbourhood of Broad Sound, and that 
their strike being nearly parallel with the coast line, has mainly determined 
its outline. Their dip, wnere observed, is north-easterly, at a high incli- 
nation. The Maryborough and Rockhampton beds I would place at about 
the same geological horizon ; lower in the series would come the gold-fields 
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of Canoona, and tKose Bouib-westerly from Maryborough, and fo the strip 
of country beween these two gold-fields we should look for the extension 
of diggings. From the fact of these rocks being, as I believe. Upper 
Silurian, gold-fields of the type of Caledonia and Anderson's Creek are to 
be expected rather than those of Sandhurst and Ballarat. Silurian rocks 
again make their appearance at Mount Caroline, the southernmost peak of 
Perry's E4)nge8, Upper Burdekin. On the flanks of this hill their general 
dip is south-westerly. These rocks I should consider about the horizon of 
the auriferous series of Peak Downs, and that they represent the western 
portion of a great anticlinal axis, of which the Canoona and Maryborough 
Deds represent the eastern. The dome of this axis has been denuded, and 
gone to form a portion of the material of that enormous carboniferous de- 
^it which, as Mr. Gregory informs me, extends from the junction of the 
Suttor with the Burdekin southward to Darling Downs. From Broad 
Sound northerly to Mount Elliot, the coast range is of granite and its 
yarieties, and in streams flowing exclusively througli the granite, auriferous 
drift is found. 

Whether the extension of the Silurian system over this country has been 
entirely removed, and the granite represents only the base of this supposed 
anticlinal dome exposed by denudation (as the objectors to gold in granite 
would probably argue), is, of course, uncertain ; this much at least can be 
said, that the drift in which this gold is found is essentially granitic, and 
the resemblance to the granites or Omeo and Tambo Biver, (xipps* Land, 
is remarkable. Basaltic lava flows, of greater or less extent, are met with 
in various parts of the colony, e.g. between the Clarke river and Fletcher's 
Creek, the valley of Lagoons, the Buckland table-land, Peak Downs, etc. 
Between the 19th and 20th parallels of latitude the greater part of the 
country seems to be occupied by it. The tract of country incluaed between 
the Clarke and Fletcher's Creek has received its Basaltic covering from 
local craters, which form conspicuous landmarks only from high ground ; 
they are too low to be seen in timbered country. The Basaltic areas are 
those best adapted for pastoral purposes in the tropics, their rich soils in- 
ducing the growth of the finer grasses with abundance of herbs, whilst 
their elevation above the sea renders the climate less enervating than that 
of the seaboard. From Mr. A. C. Gregory I learn that the representatives 
of our " older Basalts '* of Philip Island, Cape Schank, etc., are found as 
dykes cutting through the Carboniferous series, and he draws the distinction 
(which holds in Victoria) between the Basaltic lavas of the plains and these, 
that the former were ejected from individual craters, the latter from fis- 
sures, forming dykes in rocks they traversed. 

The Ideology of Queensland, therefore, seems to difler little from that of 
Tictona, except in the relative areas occupied by each formation, the 
neighbourhooa of Fitzroy Downs, from which the Wollumbilla fossils have 
been received, affording the only prospect of novelty to the Victorian 
geologist. 



NOTES AND QUEEIES. 



DsyoNiANS iw Nokth-East Fbancb. — It is well known that the De- 
yonian rocks of the Meuse extend towards the Boulonnais, and are con- 
nected with that enormous line of dislocation and upheaval which has 
brought up the coal-measures and subjacent rocks in a direction from 
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Tonrnaj to St. Omer. The researches of M. Grosselet, which hare been 
recorded by him in a most able memoir on the Pal»ozoicB of Belgium, 
published in 1860, and a few communications made by him to the Geolo- 

fical Society of France, leave little to be desired, either on the score of 
escriptive or comparative geology. Led by a desire to ascertain how far 
the appearance of the rocks representing the uppermost strata of the De- 
vonian there shown agreed with our own Devonshire types, I made recently 
a brief excursion to Avesnes and Oltrungt. The former place may lie 
reached by a pleasant walk of about four miles from Aulnoye, a station on 
the line to Maubeuge, or by country diligence from Laudricies. On getting 
out of the Neocomian plains covered with loamy soil into the more diversi- 
fied country near Avesnes, the cuttings begin to show a shivered rock of a 
snuff-brown colour, having a Devonian facies. The road-metal is evidently 
carboniferous limestone. This continues into the town, and thence south- 
wards by the great road for about two miles, when a black massive lime- 
stone crosses the road, and is worked in the field adjoining in vertical 
beds. Fossils are scarce, but the series of beds are like those of Newton 
Bushel. Proceeding on to Oltrungt, and visiting the quarries so well 
described by M. Gosselet, we have undoubtedly the South Devon lime- 
stones and shales in full force, with abundant fossils. Tliere are a few 
fossils of the Upper Devonian (Clymenia), and some of the Petherwyn 
forms, but on the whole the group is that of Plymouth and South Devon. 
The copious lists of M. Gosselet will furnish comparison with our own lo- 
calities. The junction in the carboniferous limestone with the Devonian 
is nowhere shown, though quarries in each formation are wrought near to 
each other. But it is impossible for any one acquainted with the aspect of 
the latter in our own country to confuse the two here, as was done for 
many years here. The former is of the Tournay type, and characterized 
by Productus set/ii-reiiculatus and other Tournay forms. The Devonian, 
as a whole, is characterized by Phacopg latlfrons^ Spirifer Vemeullii, 
Orthis crenUtria^ etc. 

I had only a day to devote to Oltrungt, but it would repay a longer 
stay, and the extensions of the beds on the line of strike well deserve study. 
I could not detect any true apparent Devonian, or any Carboniferous 
beds below the Tournay limestone. — S. B. Pattison. 

BouLDEE Drift at Mablbobouoh.— In a personal note, Mr. Whit- 
taker, of the Geological Survey, says, "In your review of Flora of Marl- 
borough, I think you give a quotation, in which the Boulder Drift is said 
to occur in that neighbourhood. There is nothing of the sort there, and I 
expect that the faults noted are purely imaginary. 

JSbbata. — In the description of the section, Plate I., Fig. 1. instead of 
** Section from Furze Hill to Farringdon," read " Section from Little Cox- 
well eastward, passing through the pits of Sponge and Bed Gravel."— 
C. J. H. Metbb. 
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ON SPIEAL PLANETAEt ORBITS AND THE PHYSICAL 
EFFECTS OF A EETAEDATION OF THE EAETH. 

BX THB EdXTOE. 

Whsk we see the untenable deductions to which even such an emi- 
nent man as Professor Frankland is led, in his new glacial doctrines,* 
by basing a meteorological hypothesis upon the unproven basis of a 
central molt«n core in our planet, we cannot but be the more con- 
vinced of the necessity of reconsidering the theories and hypotheses 
which have been proposed to account for the origin and supposed 
early conditions of our earth. We have been called upon by geolo- 
gists to reject the Mosaic cosmogony because its statements were 
not coincident with geological facts, and equally now are we called 
upon to examine what those asserted geological facts are, and whe- 
ther the asserted superior theories of geologists are substantially 
correct, or whether they are one whit less mythical than the tradi- 
tions of aboriginal peoples. 

Because men saw what through their telescopes looked like lumi- 
nous clouds, the elder Herschel and Laplace assumed the idea, still 
later urged by Nichols, that these celestial nebulsB were vast masses 
of ethereal vapours condensing mto ^ars. Modem telescopes, how- 
ever, constantly being increased in size and power, have resolved one 
after the other of these into wondetful staiSsystems — dust-clouds of 
brilliant^ suns. And has not eveiyone of these far distant stars 
non-iuminous planets ^nd worlds rmling round it, as our earth and 

' • See ProoeediDgB of Royal InBtitation, page 105. 

VOL, vn. M 
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its jister-planets round our sunJ? As baseless then as the fabric of 
a^vision is the nebulous theory, ingenious undoubtedly and creditable 
to its authors as a suggestion, but every tittle of evidence to support 
it has vanished, and left not a wreck behind. We ask the supporters 
of this doctrine— for many still there are— to point out an instance 
of the evolution of light and heat by iloic condensation of gaseous 
matter ? If we fire hydrogen and oxygen, the condensation assumes 
the form of an explosion, light and heat are generated in^a sudden 
flash, and the resiiTlIng drop of water is formed. If then the mate- 
rials of the earth were derived from the condensation of gaseous mat- 
ters in space, that condensation would be of the briefest period of 
time, not enduring for unaccountable ages, — the formation of our 
globe rapid and suddenly consummated. Was it so P If by loss of 
heat in conclensation Itelolid and ffuid materials of our earth were 
thus resolved into a globe, heat must have been the cause of the pre- 
vious expansion of those materials into a gaseous state. W hence , 
then, was that heat derived ? In the interior of our earthj'^wHere 
every atom of matter is subjected to pressure and chemical action, it 
is easy to see that in the natural order of the correlation of physical 
forces, motion and heat must be produced. And so far it is certain 
that in the natural and unavoidable changes which are there going 
on, heat eqiMl to any degree of temperature yet observed in the deep- 
est mines, or the waters of the deepest wells, may be constantly gene- 
rated and maintained. If we take the meteorites which have fallen 
upon our earth and examine them, even the smallest are composed 
of solid earthy or metallic substances. May not these meteorites be 
the nuclei of worlds ? If iron, potassium, sodium be in vaporous 
incandescence round the sun, why may not metallic particles exist in 
space P If solid materials, whether in almost infinitesimally mecha- 
nically-divided, or in vaporous or gaseous states, exist in space, segre- 
gation by such atoms is inevitable. Two or three united together by 
mutual affinity and attraction, would gather in time two or three 
more, and so on rushing through space they would ever gather like the 
snowball in weight and volume as they rolled. May we not ask, is 
not orbital and celestial motion ordained for the very purpose of 
world-increase — the gathering and segregating of more materials? 
Take this view, and you have the greatest and grandest of worlds 
formed as placidly as a rain-drop, and the mind is relieved of the 
puzzling incongruities of luminous condensation without explosion, 
and of internal cores of molten rock in every planet, without any 
source of fire to keep the melting up from age to age. 
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The notion of the resistance of the ether of space to planetary 
orbital motion, has been passing tbrough other minds besides our 
own, and since we printed them we haye read with much pleasure 
an article bj Professor Henrichs, of Iowa, on the Density, Rotation) 
and Age of the Planets, in the * American Journal of Science.* All 
the old astronomical notions of the old astronomers of the perma- 
nence of the heavenly orbs and the celestial system, still retained, 
and too closely and superstitiously adhered to, are based upon 
and must be based upon erroneous foundations. The permanence 
and endurance of heavenly bodies, and the perpetual rectification and 
everlasting persistency of their motions, must be based upon these 
assumptions : — 1, that space is a vacuum ; 2, that a body set in mo- 
tion in vacuo will continue in motion ad infinitum ; 3, that every 
form of motion must be an accurate mathematical figure perfectly 
and absolutely true, such as a circle, an ellipse, a straight line ; and 
lastly,, that there must never be any transportation or intercom- 
mingling of even the merest particles of matter between one world 
and another, nor the least loss nor the least gain of material from 
any planet or sun whatever, from the beginning to the end of time. 
The world at its creation must have been weighed in the balance, 
and not an ounce nor a feather's weight added to it since. Now we 
know there is ether in space ; if there were not, the light of the sun 
would have no material to vibrate upon, and though the sun burned 
with ten times its glorious brilliancy, all would be darkness here, for 
jt is scarcely possible to believe that light could travel in an absolute 
vacuum. We never get, experimentally, a perfect vacuum, pump as 
hard as we can ; fit the joints of our instrument as close as we may, 
we never get one. It is always an atmospheric vacuum, a nitrogen- 
vacuum, a hydrogen- vacuum, an ether-vacuum, — always some lesi- 
dne ; never a vacuum at all, however near it may approach, — always 
so nie m aterial particles, no matter how expanded, for the vibration of 
Ijglit to^tfiril! along, and' this the electric. spark and the spectrum- 
prism will aiii^ays show. If the ether of space exist,— and astrono- 
mers who adhere 'strongest to the old notions admit it, — there must 
be resistance. The more subtle the ether, the more delicately slight 
the resistance, but still resistance ; and with resistance comes fric- 
tion, with friction retardation and the evolution of heat. With re- 
tardation of orbital motion the diameter of the planet's orbit must 
be contracted. The world might — most probably would — run round 
the sun up to the very same line, radiating from our luminary to the 
same hour, minute, and second, but not to the same spot, but to a 



84 THE aXOLOGIBT. 

Bpot nearer, no matter how slightly nearer, to the sun, although upon 
the same straight line, and bo year by year the drcumference of the 
orbit would be erer constantly contracting ; and what must be the 
mcTitable result ? — ^a fpiral orbit ! 

Now, let us consider what wonld be the physical results of this 
retardation produdng a spiral orbit. If the retardation be ten feet 
annually, — we will take it hypothetically as such for the present, and 
to still further simplify the proposition we want to put, we will also 
take for the present a perfectly circular orbit, because by so doing 
we shall get a total result at onee, instead of having to eliminate a 
total result from a period of duration. If the earth be retarded ten 
inches a month, the total retardation would be ten feet for the year, 
so we may assume, for simplicity of explanation, a full total at once. 
Now, then, if the earth were thrown back in her orbit suddenly for 
ten feet, what effect would her momentum exert upon her constituent 
material particles P "Would not every one of these particles have a 
tendency to fly on, and would not this tendency produce tension and 
inter-particle motion, and thence, of course, friction, rearrangement, 
crystallization, upheaval, and subsidence of masses, and internal heaif 
Has the internal heat of our globe any other source than results 
from the constant retardation of our earth in a spiral orbit ? And is 
not the primary physical force which evolves all, or principally all, 
structural alterations and constituent rearrangement of rock-masses 9 
And if BO, is not this force calculable P If the earlh be retarded ten 
feet per annum, will not this force be equal to the momentum of the 
mass of our globe for the time our globe takes to pass through ten 
feet of space ? Given this rule, can we not estimate the quantity cyf 
heat that would be evolved P It seems to me we can ; and as by such 
a cause the temperature of the whole of the interior of the earth be- 
neath that mere rind, subject to solar and atmospheric variations, 
might be and would be equally warmed to a certain point, whatever 
that may hereafter be determined to be, and thus the internal heat 
would be naturally accounted for by natural phenomena. And evem 
if it should be found that this cause should be a sufficient source for 
an intense degree of heat, — and it is possible it may be, — we should 
be relieved of much of the embafrassment which the internal heat 
theory provokes, because we never can get its theorists to assign a 
natural aud intelligible cause for its production and maintenance. 
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ON TUB rOEAMINIFElU OF THE LONDON CLAT. 

Bt Pbotessob T. EiTPEBT JoKES, F.G.S., AiTD W. K. Pabkeh, EtSQ. 

In 1888, T. N. Wetberell, Esq., of Higligate, discovered eeyeral 
IForaminifera in some London Clay taken from a well at the Lower 
Heath, on the south side of Hampstead; see Proceed. Q-eol. Soc. 
vol. ii. 1834, p. 93, and Transact. Gteol. Soc. 2 ser. vol. v. p. 181. In 
plate ix.j one of the two plates accompanying Mr. Wethereirs paper 
m the Geol. Transactions, these Foraminifera, with other small 
fossils from the clay, were figured bv Mr. J. i)e C. Sowerby, by 
whose help also the determination of the fossils was made. 

At page 186 of Mr. Wetherell's paper, the figured Foraminifera 
are referred to as "Nodosaria, pi. ix. figs. 8-7; Articulina, figs. 8- 
10 ; Marginulina, ^g, 12 ; Rotalia, figs. 13-18 ; Cristellaria, fig. 19 ; 
Miliola, fig. 20." Fig. 11, doubtfully referred to " Frond iculina," is 
not a Foraminifer, but probably the cast of the palettes of a Teredo ; 
a similar fossil is figured and thus designated by D'Archiac in the 
M6m. Soc. Geol. Franc. We have seen, in Mr. Wethereli's cellec- 
tion, the Foraminifera from the well above-mentioned, as well as 
others from the London Clay vf Hampstead, Highgate^ and Finchley, 
We possess a large series of picked specimens collected by Mr. John 
Purdue from the London Clay of the Copenhagen Fields, Islii]gton^ 
when the cuttings for the Great Northern iiailway were beinff made ; 
also some from the London Clay of Finchlev, Chelsea (bed of the 
Thames), and Clapham ; and a very fine suite of sjpecimens front 
Wimbledon Common (out of the clay at about 100 leet in depth)^ 
The last-mentioned series is probably a nearly eomplete local Fora- 
miniferal fauna; for very many pounds of the clay were minutely 
examined, and there are only one species, and three varieties of 
two other species, to be added from our other gatherings from the 
London Clay. 

With regard to the figured specimens from the well near Hamp- 
stead, the following is our determination of the species and varieties ; 
most of the latter, however, as well as the real species, have distinct 
names, as is common and convenient with Foraminifera : — 

GeoL Trans. 2 ser. vol. v. pi. ix fig. 8. Dentalina Buohi, Eeoss, 
<l. g. Qes. Zeitsch. ii. pi. iii. fig. 6. The specimen, still preserved by Mr. 
Wetherell, shows the characteristic, minute, longitudinal riblets cross- 
ing the septal constrictions, but not seen in the figure. This is not 
an unc<Mnn)on variety in some Tertiary deposits. 

Fig. 4. Dentalina elegane, D'Orb. Foram. Foss. Bas. Vien. pi. I. 
fig. M. This is a fragment of one of the manifold subvarieties or 
individual modifications of D. eommunie, D'Orb., which has abundant 
fepresentatives in the living and fossil states. 

Fig. 6. X>entalina spinulosa, Montagu, Test. Brit Suppl. p!. xix. 
^g* ^1 P* ^* ^ fragment^ figured upside down. A similar fragment^ 
figurea and described by Montagu, obtained by Mr. Boys from the 
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sea-shore of the south-east of England, and long thought to be recent, 
has been referred by us to the London Clay. (Annals Nat. Hist. 
8 ser. vol. iy. p. 346.) Differences iu the development of the little 

Srickles constitute the chief distinctions of the closely allied forms 
), 9pinulosa, Montagu, D. Adolphina, D'Orb., D, spineseens, Keuss, 
D, spinota^ D'Orb., and D. tpinicosfa, D*Orb., in all of which the 
Longitudinal riblets, so characteristic of well-grown NodosariusB, are 
modified as spines and prickles ; whilst in another closely allied set of 
forms, the prickles are less regularly arranged in rows, and of varying 
strength ; namely, in Nodo%aria hirsutay D*Orb., N. rugota, D'Orb., N. 
punctata, D'Orb., N, acuhata, D'Orb., N, higpida, D'Orb., H. con^ 
spurcata, Keuss, N. atpera^ D'Orb, Dentalina aculeata, D'Orb., 2>. 
floscula, D'Orb., D. seabra, Reuss, Marginulina hirsuta, D'Orb., and 
M, cristellaroidesy Czjzek. The modifications of form, from the 
straight Nodosaria,* through the bent Dentalina, to the still more 
curved Marginulina, do not any more represent specific differences 
than the modifications of the exogenous riblets and prickles. Nor 
do the differences in the relative size and gibbosity of the chambers 
afford more distinctive characters ; but all these features are subject, 
one with another, to endless gradual transitional modifications in the 
NodosarinsB. D. spinuloaa and its subvarieties are exceedingly com* 
mon in the London Clay and in the Septarien-Thon of Germany and 
other Tertiary beds. 

Figs. 6 and 7. TextuJaria (Vemeuilina) communis^ D'Orb. The 
figures do not distinctly exhibit the peculiar triangular apex of the 
shell ; a feature arising from its being at first a triserial Textularia ( Ver^ 
neuilina), before it grows with a single line of chambers only, so taking 
a Nodosarian shape. The shell is rough with grains of sand cemented 
into its substance ; a structure affected by Textularia and some other 
genera, but not by Nodosarina. It was mistaken by one of us for 
a Nodosaria, and named i\^ rusttca^ Jones, in Morris's Cat. Brit. Foss., 
1854, p. 37 ; and Montagu evidently had specimens (derived from the 
London Clay) before him when he described and figured the " Nautilus 
Kadicula," Test. Brit. p. 197, pi. xiv. fig. 6 (not pi. vi. fig. 4) ; see Ann, 
Nat. Hist. 8 ser. vol. iv. p. 344 and p. 350. This elongated dimorphous 
Textularia is one of D'Orbiguy's Clavulin» {Clavulina community 
For. Fobs. Vien. pi. lii. figs. 1, 2) ; other " Clavulin® " are elongated 
UvigerinsB and Valvulin» (see Ann. Nat. Hist. 3 ser. vol. v. p. 469). 
This little Foraminifer is very common in the London Clay and in 
some other Tertiary deposits; and it still lives in the Mediterranean. 

Fig. 8. Nodosaria Badenensis, D'Orb. For. Foss. Vien. pi. i. 
figs. 34, 35. This is a modification of the usually more regular N, 
JRaphanistrumy Linn. ; indeed, the increase of size in some of the 
chambers is so variable, that there is no real ground for the separation 
of this from the next form, with which it is associated in considerable 
abundance in the London Clay, and several other Tertiary deposits. 
The specimen figured is a fragment. 

Fig. 9. Three chambers of the long, cylindrical, ribbed Nodosaria 
Baphanistrumy Linn., the same as N. Bacillum^ Defrance, N, aqualis, 
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Sow., IT. affinity D'Orb., etc. Common in the London Clay, the 
Vienna basin, the subapennine Tertiariea, the Malaga, San Domingo, 
and other clays, and recent at Jamaica. 

Fig. 10. Nodasaria Baphanus, Linn. This is less developed com- 
pared with the foregoing, and is equally, if not more abundant in the 
recent and fossil state. Its modifications are endless, and its names 
proportionally numerous. There is no real demarcation either between 
j2V. Baphantu and N. Raphanistrum, or between them and their sub- 
varieties, however modified as to size and number of riblets, close- 
ness or division of the chambers, conicity or cylindricity of the shell, 
its straightness or curvature, or the more or less central position of 
the aperture. Gradual changes lead us, on one hand, to the costu- 
late and prickled DentalinsB and Marginulinsd above referred to ; and, 
on the other, to the smooth Nodosaria radicula and Dentalina com- 
munis; whilst Vaginulin®, MarginulinsB, and Cristellaris, with and 
without riblets, come out, as it were, from the straighter forms with- 
out any real specific differences, however convenient it may be to 
retain distinct names for nearly all the modifications alluded to. 

Fig. 12. Marginulina Wetherellii^ Jones, in Morris's Catal. Brit. 
Fobs. 1854, p. 87. Montagu had this little shell also in the Boysian 
Collection, doubtlessly from the cliff- washings of Kent, and referred it, 
erroneously, to what is now known as a narrow variety of Peneroplis 
planatus. It is one of the most common of the Foraminifera of the 
London Clay, and though somewhat similar Marginulina occur in 
otiier Tertiary beds (San Domingo), and even in the Chalk (of Meck- 
lenburg),* and the Cllays of the Oolites, yet it remains as a distinct 
variety. It had a peculiar habit of ending its growth with one or 
more simple, contracted, smooth, dentaline chambers, figured both by 
Montagu and Sowerby. 

Fig. 13. Oristellaria cultrata, Montfort. A common, nautiloid, 
keeled Cristellaria, common in man;jr deposits, both of Secondary and 
Tertiary age, and abundant in the living state in the existing seas at 
many places. When the keel is wanting, we have C. rotulata, La- 
marck ; when the shell is large-keeled and rowelled, it is O. Oalear, 
Linn. ; when flattened and broad, it is C, Cassis, Fichtel and Moll. 

Figs. 14-18. These little Rotaline shells are small varieties of 
Flanorhutinafarctay Fichtel and Moll (Ann. Nat. Hist. 3 ser. vol. v. 
p. 177, etc.). They range between the varieties figured and described 
oy D*Orbigny as Rotalia Haidingsri and B. Ungeriana; and Beuss's 
B. ammanoides, D'Orbisny's B, Akneriana and B. Duiemplei, are 
scarcely, if at all, divisible from B. Ungeriana. All of these abound 
in the present oceans. Another near modification of this form is 
shown in the well-known Flanorbulina (Truncatulina) lohatula, 
Walker and Jacob, which also occurs in the London Clay, though 
not so plentifully as the foregoing, and frequents shallower water 
than they do. 

* CHsteilaria deeorata, Beoss, Zeitsch. d. g. Qes. yii. pi. Tiii. fig. 06, fmd pi. xix. 
fig». 1, 2. 
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Fig. 19. Oriitellaria Italiea, Defrance (D'Orbigny'8 ModMes,* 
no8. 19 and 85). This is not an uncommon form where Cristel- 
lariffi abound, either in the recent or the fossil state. 

Besides the foregoing, we have seen TrocTiammina iaeerta, D'Orb., 
among the specimens from the Hiimpstead well, in Mr. WetherelFs 
collection. 

The London Clay from Wimbledon Common was got at about 100 
feet in a well-boring. That from Chelsea came from the foundations 
of the Battersea Park Bridge. 

The Foraminifera of the London Clay indicate a depth of about 
100 fathoms for the sea, in which it was deposited in this district. 

The accompanying Table dhows the Foraminifera that we have re- 
cognized in the London Clay, arranged according to the classification 
proposed by Dr. Carpenter in his * Introduction to the Study of 
Foraminifera,' 1862, The asterisk indicates their presence merely 
rthe relative abundance not being known) ; their frequency and coa- 
aition are shown in some of the columns by the following letters :-:- 
re. rather common ; c. common ; rr, rather rare ; r. rare ; vr. very 
rare; vs. very small; s. small; rs. rather small; ^n. middle-sized ; rl, 
rather large ; /. large. In some instances two very closely related, 
but still notable, varieties are mentioned together. 



CUTTINGS FfiOM A NOTE-BOOK ON CHALK 
GASTEEOPODS. 

By Habet Sbblet, F.G.S. 

Two years ago, collecting matter for future use, in travelling over 
the Chalk-landsj I made, in the museums visited, such brief memo- 
randa of striking fossils as might save the trouble of comparison with 
other specimens. The notes were never intended for publication in 
their present form, but as any more extended work on the subject is 
at present impossible, such of them as I have permission to print 
m^ be found useful to others engaged on similar work. 

This series is part of the magnificent collection in. the Brighton 
Museum ; to the Committee of which I am indebted for the oppor- 
tunity of making use of them. 

CEBITnilTM OBKATISSIMUM, Var, 

Conieal, twice as high as wide. Many-whorled ; whorls flat and narrow, being four 
timea as wide as high. Each whorl is ornamented on the npper and lower sntnral 
margins by a very numerous row of closely-placed tubercles. The anterior row has the 
toberdes elongated longitudimdly ; those of the posterior row are more bead^like. Con- 
neeting these rows are half as many again narrow, sharp, upright riba. The tubercles 

* k set of these can be seen in the British Museum. c 
TOL. Til. ^ 
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and ribs become not only actually, bat reUtively miicb more uamerous as the shell 
enlarges ; they arc crossed horizontally by a number of (about ten) fine spiral atrise. 
The base makes a right angle with the spire, as in many recent species it is prolonged 
mach in front of the side of the whorl. 

This form nearly resembles G. ornatissimum, Desh., and is possibly 
its lineal representative. The differences of ornamentation are such as 
constantly are produced by the conditions of existence. The unequal 
spiral rows of tubercles of C ornatissimum become in this form equal, 
and pass round the spire contiguous, so as to conceal the suture. In 
this form the excessive multiplication of the elongated tubercles of 
the anterior row tends in the last whorl to make that row less dis- 
tinct ; a similar character is also to be noticed in the adult of the 
French species. The longitudinal ribs of this variety exist in the 
species from the Gault only as stri». The basal prolongation of the 
lip is, however, a feature in the chalk-marl form which will keep the 
two varieties from being confounded. 

A second slight variation is met with not rarely in the lower argil- 
laceous chalk of Burwell, in Cambridgeshire, It more closely resem- 
bles the foreign t^pe than the Brighton specimen. In it the posterior 
row of tubercles is placed on an elevated rib ; while the anterior row, 
at least on the anterior half of the shell, is wanting, being represented 
by rather elongated thickenings of anterior ends of the very fine 
striae which replace the longitudinal ribs. — (JVoodwardian Museum.) 

Cebithiuh. 

A very elongated cone, three times as high as wide. Rather few whorled ; whorls flat, more 
than twice as wide as high. Each whorl is ornamented with three spiral rows of rather 
small, sharp tubercles, i£oat twelve to foarteen on a whorl in each row. The ttiberclei 
are so placed as to form rows nearly perpendicular, or rather parallel to the labial side of 
the spire. Throughout the shell the spiral rows are at equsl distances apart. 

Cerithium Gallicum (2>'Or5.), var. 

A greatly elongated cone, three times as high as wide, many- (about 12-) whoried; 
whorls inflated, with an elevated mesial angle, from which they become smaller anteriorly 
and posteriorly, towards the sutures ; the posterior half of each whorl is flat, bat the 
anterior half is slightly convex. The posterior sotural margin is bordered by an derated 
rib, which bears a numerous row of closely-placed tubercles. The part of the whorl 
between the suture and the sutare-like anterior margin of this rib is nearly four times ss 
wide as high ; the whorl is one-third as high as wide. A row of sharp, elevated tubercles 
surmounts the mesial angle of the whorl. The whole spire is finely canoellat^ the 
longitudinal striae being stronger than those transverse. The base is convex, aud sepa- 
vat»l from the whorl by a slight angular m^txojy,^ {Woodwardian Museum^ 

This differs from the French form chiefly in the small size and 
number of tubercles on the mesial angle, and is what some authors 
would regard as a representative species. 

Pleubotoma amfhiloga (n. sp.). 

Shell elongated, 6. or 6-whorled; spire much elevated, two and a half times as high 
as wide, turreted; whorls elevated, nearly as high as wide, sides parallel with the sntimd 
shoulder rounded. The whorls are ornamented with moderately elevated, narrow, longi- 
tudinal ribs, which increase in number, though not in size or closeness, with the growth 
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of tbe shell. The body-whorl is slightly inflated, and the ribs npon it are wider apart' 
and relatiTely less nnmerons than on the whorl above ; they are crossed by numerous* 
close, spiral striae. The canal is broken, but the body-whorl could not have been less 
than twice as long as wide, ». e, half the length of the shell. 

Although the mouth is uot seen, the body- whorl, from which the 
shell is partly removed, shows beyond doubt the lines of growth cha- 
racteristic of the genus. The ''notch " in the lip appears to extend 
almost, if not quite, to the suture. It is the only species of the 
genus possessing the area-railing-like ornament, externally more like 
a Bostellaria. 

FUSUS TBACHTS (u. Sp.). 

Shell fnsiform, rather less than three times as long as wide. Spire elevated, less than 
half the length of the shell, composed of four or five whorls. Each whorl is twice as 
wide as high, and banded by two wide, thick, much elevated ribs, the s^ace between 
which is hollow, and the spaces above and below become constricted and hollow on ap- 
proaching the whorls they respectively ac^oiu. The body -whorl, like those preceding it, 
attains its greatest width at the band of the second rib. Anterior to this are three other 
rib% the more anterior two of which are closer together than the others ; and anterior 
to these are several very much smaller and closer together. 

The whole shell is marked by close, fine, spiral stris, which, on the 
smaller whorls, are often crossed by others in the direction of the 
axis. The mouth is extremely elongated and very narrow, lips being 
nearly parallel. 

Chemnitzia "Woodwabdi (n. sp.). 

Shell subcylindrical, two and a half times as high as wide, consisting of about seven 
whorls, which regularly increase in size and are moderately convex. Each whorl is one 
and three-quarter times as wide as high. The space where the whorls adjoin is concave, 
and the suture is indistinctly seen. There is no ornament, but a great number of fine, 
close, spiral striie. 

This and some other shells have quite an Oolitic aspect. 

SOLASIUH OBNATJ88IMUM (u. Sp.). 

Depressed, few-whorled, nearly twice as wide as high ; composed of about four or five 
whorls, which somewhat rapidly increase in size, and are five times as wide as high. Mar- 
ginally the whorl is angular, and on the spiral surface there bordered by a narrow concave 
groove, which is margined on the inner siJe by an elevated rib. Above and interiorly 
there is another hollow space less deep and twice as wide, and near to the suture a row of 
about fifteen large, expanded, tumid, nearly adjacent tubercles. The base is gently con- 
vex and ornamented by close, spiral striee. The whole of the upper surface is spirally 
striated, but the strise are very much finer than those of the base ; they are cancellated 
by equally fine, oblique striae, which are directed backward from the suture. The mar- 
ginal groove of the whorl gives to the spire a marked sutural channel. 

This looks very like a Pleurotomaria, but I think it is a Solarium. 

Pt£boc£Kas, representative of Fittoni. 

Shell elongated, about half as wide as high.* Spire less than a third the length of 

the shell, composed of about fonr whork. Each whorl is more than a third as high as 

wide, and bos round its middle a sharp, prominent angle ; the part of the whori above this 

is inclined at on angle of 46°, that anterior to it is perpendicular. The inclined part is 



* The specimen, which is broken, is two-thirds as wide as high. 
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banded by five or six stri«, and the nprigbt portion hj foor or fire. In the body-wborl 
the space posterior to the angle is sabcoiii<»&l, for a second angle, which in the sntiaUer 
whorls is the limit of the npright part, and also the line of sntnr^ is here redaoed to a 
rib. Posterior to this keel are about eight spiral striss. 

In form this closely resembles P, marginata (D'Orb.) and P. 
Mttoni (Forbes). 

PLSirBOTOMA.BIA JUEESII (d. sp.). 

Few-whorled, snbconical, moderately depressed, half as high as wide, consisting of five 
elevated whorls, which regularly increase in size. The whorls are nearly four times as wide 
as high, and each twice the diameter of that which preceded it. The filled-in sinus is ele* 
vated like a string and situate ou the upjier part of the whorl, which it divides into an 
upper and a lower region. The upper is very convex, deeply impressed at the sutore, 
horizontal, and rather narrower than the lower region, which is flat and oblique, being 
inclined at an angle of about 60**. The slit of the sinus is equal in length to the dia- 
meter of the sheU. The whole of the upper side is marked with veiy fine and dose 
spiral ribs. 

Under side not i 



Most nearly related to P. perspectiva in form of whorl, but well 
distinguished by its few whorls. 

Tboohus. 

■ Shell conicalj three-fourths as high as wide; composed of about four whorls, which 
are flat, one-fourth as high as wide, and have the sutures deeply impressed. Each whori 
is ornamented with four spiral striae, of which each supports a row of sharp, elevated tuber- 
cles. The tubercles are separated by spaces about as wide as those which divide the 
rows. The tubercles of the anterior rows are successively placed one between two taberdes 
of the row above, so that other oblique rows are formed parallel to the labial side of the 
shell. The base is flat and spirally striate. 

Tboohus. 

Conical, a little higher than wide, not umbilicated ; commonly composed of four or five 
whorls, which are slightly convex. Each whorl is about two and a half times as wide 
as high and encircled by about six spird strise, which are devated like cords ; the inter- 
spaces are much wider than the ribs ; they are flat. The highest rib is larger than the 
others, and in most cases less projecting ; it and all the other costee sre crossed by very nu- 
merous, oblique, narrow indentations, giving to each rib the look of a twisted rope. The 
side passes under to the base in a large curve. The base is marked by a greater number 
of striee than the side ; they are less elevated, rather closer together, and not b^-like. 
Shdl rather thick. The suture is wide and deeply impressed. 

Very nearly related to T, Geinitzii (Bss.). 
(?) Fusus. 

Subangularly fusiform ; composed of four or five whorls. Spire nearly hdf the length 
of the shell. Whorls angular, rapidly enlarging, twice as wide as high. Ornamented 
with four sharp, narrow, rather elevated ribs, below which, towards the columella, are a 
number of fine strite, rather distant apart. The whorls are so coiled that two (? one) of 
the four ebstee arc covered by the body-whorl. The most prominent rib is the most 
posterior, which prqjecte like a cord. The space between it and the suture is flat and in- 
clined at a smdl angle, and the space below it, for half the body-whori, is parallel to the 
axis. The dope of the ledge of the upper part of the whorl appears to become greater 
as-the shdl increases in size. Mouth pear-shaped. The shell is findy striated spindly, 
there being some twdve lines between two ribs, and these strim are qrasied by still finer 
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lines of growth. In a joung state the shell is longitodinally ribbed, the riba bemg 
tomid aud close togetber ; uo trace of this is seen in the adult. 

A second specimen, probably of the same species, is rather larger, 
and has a rib between the suture and the marginal angle, and six 
primary ribs on the body-whorl. 

Both these examples are distorted by pressure. The smaller ex- 
ample (figured) is compressed laterally. The rock is a very hard 
chalk, much resembling some of the lighter-coloured clay concretions ; 
fossils are yellowish. 

(?) FUBUS. 

This form differs from the Brighton specimens chiefly in the large namber of eqnal- 
sised ribs, a character to which little importance can be given ; it may be varietal, bat 
more probably is bnt an adult ornament, just as are the longitudinal ribs, a feature peca« 
liar to the young. The lip is a little inflected. The space between the posterior two 
ribs appears to have supported a sharp projecting keel, now broken away. . 

SOLABIUBI BiNOHAMI {BaiUf), 

Shell thick, much depressed, not half so high aa wide ; composed of about six whorls, 
which very gradually increase in size. The upper side of the shell is a greatly depressed 
cone ; the uuder side a large conical hollow. The whorls are five-augular ; they are ' 
sttached by one side, two converge inferiorly to form the base, one perpendicular forms 
the tide of the shell, and the fifth forms the slightly oblique upper surface. 

- This last form of the upper surface of the whorl is ornamented mar- 
ginally by upwards of lorty tubercles, which are elongated in a 
direction at right angles with the line of growth. A second row, 
more numerous and much smaller, passes round near to the suture. ^ 
Both the interspace and tubercles are finely striated spirally. The 
perpendicular side is not more than half the width of the outer basal 
space ; it has on its lower margin a row of tubercles similar to that 
on its upper margin, but they are narrower and half as numerous 
again. The tubercles so entirely occupy the side that the groove 
between the two rows is not half so wide as either of them. The 
outer part of the base is very finely cancellated ; the angle it makes 
with tne inner half is nodulated with seventeen large tubercles. 
The inferior suture is much more impressed than the superior one^ 
and the sutural margin of the base is ornamented with a row of 
tubercles, about as numerous as that on the upper margin of the 
side. The umbilicus is nearly as deep as wide. 



ON THE DENUDATION OF AETHUB'S SEAT. 

Bt Jameb Habwsll, M.A. , 

" Quid magis est saxo durum ? quid mollius unda P 
Dura tamen molli saxa cavantnr aqua." 

The conditiou of Central Scotland during the long period repre-, 
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sented by the Secondary formations is involved in darkness. On the 
east and west coasts of Scotland rocks of Secondary age occur north 
of the Grampians, but of the physical history of Central Scotland 
during the time these rocks were deposited, we know nothing. From 
the time of the deposition of our Upper Coal-beds, or, it may be, of 
some Permian Sandstones, up till the time when the whole island 
was locked fast in one immense mantle of ice, we are almost entirely 
ignorant of what was going on in that part of the country which lies 
between the Grampians and the Forth. And the man who shall de- 
cipher for us the physical geography of that period, and reveal to us 
the old surface of that district, with its vegetation and animal pro- 
ductions, prior to the time of the Boulder Clay, will have rendered 
no small service to the cause of Scottish geology. 

But although we have not as yet been able to trace the old surface 
of the land, we are not altogether without data to guide us ia our 
researches. One thing is clear and certain, — a great change was 
taking place over the whole face of this region. 

Both during and after the deposition of the coal-measures, great 
yolcanic agencies were at work. In the neighbourhood of Edinburgh 
they were particularly active. They had been so during the Old B^d 
Sandstone period, and contributed in no small degree to the forma- 
tion of the Pentlaud Hills. But towards the close of the Old Bed 
period and the commencement of that time when our Lower Carbo- 
niferous Sandstones were being formed, the Pentland ridge began to 
sink under those Carboniferous seas. The crater of eruption, which 
had been so active in the Pentland area, and produced that varied 
mass of mateiial now presented to us as sheets of felstone and ashy 
bands, became gradually quiescent, till at last it was entirely covered 
over with the increasing deposits. But, while these deposits were 
being accumulated, the igneous forces broke out again at Arthur's 
Seat. Most of the rocks which now form the eastern part of the hill 
belong to this period. The greenstone of the Long Row, the red 
nodular ash and the thin bands of red ashy sandstone to be seen in a 
section at the south side of the Queen's Drive, the green felspathic 
ash of the Dry Dam, the black columnar basalt above it (which also 
constitutes the crag on which stands St. Anthony's Chapel), the two 
basalts behind St. Anthony's, and which form the lotoer part of 
Dunsapie Hill and Calton Hill, and lastly, that group of felstones 
which form the remainder of the eastern part of the hill from the 
top of Dunsapie across Whinny Hill to St. Margaret's Station, and 
which make up most of the Calton Hill, — all these igneous productions 
were contemporaneous with the Lower Carboniferous strata, and are 
found interhedded with them. Consequently, all these traps are 
subaqueous. Layers of sediment were first formed, then an eruption 
of lava took place, which spread itself in sheets over the strata; 
then more layers of mud and sand were deposited by the ocean, and 
then more sheets of lava ejected by the igneous agency below. It 
is evident, moreover, that these traps must have been more or less 
horizontal, for if they had been poured over an inclined surface. 
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they would have collected in masses at the foot of the declivity, — a 
state in which we do not now find them. 

The LowKit Carboniferous Strata and Interbeoded Traps ov Arthur's 
Seat, in their original position. 

Fig. 1. 
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The Beds indicated by thin lines are Carboniferous strata; those by thick lines are 
Tnterbedded Traps. 

In this way the elevating processes continued their unceasing work, 
stratum after stratum was deposited, sheet after sheet of lava ejected 
and consolidated, until, when the last of the porphyritic felstones 
had been produced, the igneous centre gave signs of cooling, and all 
became comparatively quiet. Then the sediment of these Lower 
Carboniferous seas accumulated oyer the solidified layas, ganoid fishes 
revelled undisturbed in the Burdiehouse Estuary, and plants peculiar 
to the period were entombed in the mud; while, as the result of all, 
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after many ages had elapsed and hundreds of years had passed away, 
an immense series of strata was ehiborated, wuich extended contina- 
ously oyer the site of the Pentlands. The same waters under which 
was laid down the ash of the Dry Dam, and which held in solution 
the suhstances which fill the amye;daloidal cavities of the greenstones 
and felstones ahove it, also deposited above these rocks an enormous 
series of beds, 8000 ft. thick at least, of sandstone, shale, and lime- 
stoae, the edges of which are seen on tEe^beach easf^ardrifoin 
Portobello. and at East Cairn Hill on tho Peutlands, at a height of 
1839 ft. above the level of the sea, i. e. 1000 fc. above Arthur's Seat. 
These rocks also extend northwards into Fife. This is represented 
in the accompanying diagram. 

It is perfectly evident then, from what has been already said, that 
Lower Carboniferous strata must have been elaborated far above the 
present altitude of Arthur's Seat, and that their area extended for a 
considerable distance on all sides, overlying the whole ridge of the 
pentlands. Tt is also pretty clear, both from the horizontal beds of 
sandstone on the summit of East Cairn Hill, and from the state of 
the case generally, that these strata were at first laid dovni in a hori- 
zontal position, or at all events very nearly so. 

Now, the next stage through which these rocks passed is easily de- 
termined. An upheaving movement must have taken place, by which 
the whole beds of the hill, already alluded to as forming the eastern 
part, on to the centre of the Musselburg^h basin, were raised into the 
ificUned position in which we now find them. If evidence of this up- 
heaval is wanted, we have only to point to St. Leonard's Craig, Salis- 
bury Craigs,with the two dykes cutting through them, and the Dasses, 
the only intrusive traps of the hill, and all found on the western side. 
The effects of this upheaval are well displayed at Salisbury Craigs, 
where the beds have an easterly dip, being raised on the west and 
depressed on the east, and where both the sandstone and the green- 
stone are altered in colour and texture at the point of contact. In- 
deed, nothing shows the intrusive character of this trap more clearly 
than the seam of shale to be seen at the south end of the Craigs, very 
much hardened and broken, Iving completely enveloped in the green- 
stone. After this eruption, then, the rocks of the hill would present 
aomewhat the appearance given in the accompanying diagram, PI. Y. 

Fig. 1. 

But this is not the present aspect of the hill; Carboniferous strata 
no longer conceal the trap-rocks from view. How, then, have they 
disappeared P What has become of them ? The answer is, denuda- 
tion must have taken place. Now I think it is a fact which can be 
easily demonstrated, that Arthur*s Seat has been subjected to denu- 
dation at two different periods. 

Fint Period.— After the upheaving of the strata, already referred 

to, the beds, of course, were set on their edges (as in preceding 

figure), and were much fractured. The faults, too, which are so 

' abundantly met with in the coal-measures, were no doubt produced 

« by this upheaval. • Consequently, in this state, the strata were 
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more easily exposed to the action of tides and oceanic currents. The 
upper part of the hill, consisting of softer strata than the traps be- 
neath, would soon be swept away and the waste material deposited 
in some other place ; while the lower part of the hill, the traps them- 
selves, owing to their hardness and tenacity, would resist the action 
of the waves more, and so stand out in bold relief above the softer 
Carboniferous strata. This is represented in the accompanying dia- 
gram ; in fact, this is exactly the appearance which a section through 
the north end of Arthur's Seat would present, if the rocks round the 
summit were taken away (PI. V. Eig. 2). We shall have occasion to 
refer to these rocks presently ; but it is now well known that the vol- 
canic ash or trap-tuff round the summit, the basalt of the summit 
itself, the columnar basalt of the Lion's Haunch, and the porphyritic 
felstone which forms part of the ridge descending from toe summit 
into the south end of the Dry Dam, are each and all of them of a 
more recent age than the other traps of the hill. 

Now if it can be shown that these later igneous rocks cover over 
and rest upon the denuded edges of the older traps and the Carboni- 
ferous strata, what other conclusion is open to us but the one already 
alluded to, viz. that after a great mass of Carboniferous strata had 
been deposited on the top of the interbedded traps, and after these 
had been tilted up into their present position by the eruption of St. 
Leonard's Craig, Salisbury Craigs, and the Dasses, — the whole of 
these rocks, being still under water, were subjected to marine denu- 
dation, and the waves, tides, and currents aided by the atmosphere, 
the spriugs, and the frosts, and performing their functions exactly in 
the same way as we see them now, gradually swept away the softer 
material, and left the harder traps as prominent crags P We find the 
later ash filling up the valley between the Long Kow and the Dasses, 
and hanging down into the JEunler's Bog, which it must have once 
filled, as it could not stop short there ; consequently these valleys 
must have been eroded before the ejection of tlie ash. This tells its 
own history. Moreover we find the same ash covering over the Long 
liow, the Dasses, and the greenstone seen in a section at the south 
side of the Drive (which is a continuation of the Long How), and all 
these must have existed as prominent crags when the ash and the 
scorise fell around them. In the bed of the Firth of Forth also, 
many traps project from the coal strata which are known to form its 
channel, — Inch-Garvey, Inch-Colm, Craraond Island, Inch-Keith, 
Fidrs, Craigleith, and the Bass Bock. 

The denudation we speak of was not confined to Arthur's Seat 
alone. It extended over a larger area. The Feutland Hills which 
lay submerged under the same sea also suffered from it, the Koman 
Camp Hill also, and indeed the whole surrounding area of the Lo- 
thians. It has been calculated that the Carboniferous strata which 
covered the Fentlands and Arthur's Seat amounted in thickness to 
80U0 feet, but supposing thev were only 5000 feet thick, this, with 
the present average height oi the Fentlands, at 1000 feet above the 
surrounding country, would give us as the amount of material re- 

TOL. VII. o 
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moved, a qiwmtity corresponding to firm times tbc existing mass of 
the Pentlands, and as these hills are 14 miles long by 8 broad, that 
mass must have been equal to 42 cubic miles. 

This great denudation must evidently have reouired a long lapse 
of ages for its completion. While Permian ana Secondary rocks 
were being deposited in other parts of the island, as, for instance. 
Oolitic rocks on the east and west coasts of Scotland, north of the 
Grampians, and Permian and Trias in the south, the central part of 
Scotland was undergoing a great change. No atrata apparently were 
being elaborated, many however were being swept away ; the work of 
abrasion and demolition was everywhere dominant. The softer strata 
of sandstone, shale, and limestone were carried off, and the nume- 
rous trap-rocks of the district left standing out in high relief, till in 
short the country began to assume very nearly its present appearance. 
The first period of denudation then is ended, and another period 
of volcanic activity is at hand. 

Second Period. — Midlothian, still under water, is subjected to the 
ravages of a submarine volcano. The Tertiary period has come, and 
the igneous forces round Edinburgh, so long quiescent, so many 
millions of years at rest, which had not disturbed the neighbourhood 
since the Lower Carboniferous age, again become vigorous, again 
break out on the site of the old volcano. One cau almost fancy the 
scene. The sky begins to lour, a rumbling noise is heard, and the 
crater of Arthur's Seat sends forth from its mouth showers of 8cori» 
and volcanic ash. As it fell over the truncated edges of the older 
rocks of the hill, large fragments of the sandstones, greenstones, ba- 
salts, porphyries, and amygdaloids were embedded in the felspathic 
paste, and soon converted into conglomerate when cooled. Then the 
crater of the summit was plugged up with solid basalt, and the volcanic 
material not being able to find a vent, burst out through a latend 
orifice and formed what is now the Lion's Haunch. Last of all, an- 
other ejection of lava took place and wrapping round the north- 
east end of the basalt gave rise to the felstone of this part of the hill, 
and closed for ever the eruptions of Arthur's Seat (PL V. Fig. 3). 

The hill however does not present the same appearance to-day that 
it did then. The ash must have fallen thickly over the site of Edin- 
burgh, as is evident from the fi^gmental condition of the cliff of ash 
above Hunter's Bog, and also of the basalt on the slope at the south 
side of the hill, which never could have stopped abruptly there. Conse- 
quently we are led to conclude that Midlothian has been subjected to 
another process of denudation, subsequent to the ejection of these 
rocks. What was the nature of this denudation ? It cannot have 
been due to atmospheric causes, nor to the action of the waves of 
the sea. Its true cause must be sought for in the Glacial period, 
when another change of contour was eifected on Arthur's Seat. The 
greenstones and basalts were ground down and polished by the fric- 
tion of the moving ice, the loose ash was swept away, and only that 
part of it left which had been more firmly compacted round the 
neated orifice of the summit (PI. V. Fig. 4). 
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I need not now allude to the rnddence we have for glacial actiou 
on Arthur's Seat. The grooviiigs and markings ahore Sampson's 
Kibs and elsewhere, the number of greenstone and sandstone boul- 
ders scattered up and dowii in various parts of the hill, the '* crag 
and tail" contour of the hill, and the character of the drifb accumu- 
lated on the east side, are all familiar to the Edinburgh student of 
geology, and point to a time when, after remaining for a long period 
locked in ice, Arthur's Seat sank far below the sea-level, and when 
ice-borne blocks from the Highlands were dropt on the slopes of the 
Pentlands. 

Explanation op Plate. 

Fig. 1. The Lower Carbooiferoiu strata and iaterbedded trapa of Arthur's Seat up- 
heaved fay the iatmsive traps. 

Fig. 2. The Lower CarboQiferoos strata and older traps of Arthur's Seat of the marine 
denudation. 

Fig. 3. Submarine volcanic cone during the Tertiary (?) epoch, ejecting ash-scoria:, 
etc.. aud producing the later Igneous rocks of Arthur's Seat. The cone of coarse vol- 
cauic aoh and conglomerate, a. Basalt of summit ; b. Basalt and Felstone of Liou's 
Haunch. 

Fig. 4. Present appearance of Arthur's Seat after glacial action. 

a Volcanic Ash, 'IVap, etc * Trap, etc c Carbouifexous strata. 
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(This list does not profess to give the title of every work in which 
the figures are reproduced or copied, but only of those io whieh they 
first appeared, or of such as muj be used for general reference.) 

I. MAMMAXiLA. 

HvKAir QKSurroix,''Fo*t-Tertiafyt Guadaloupe.— Phil. Trans. 1814» p. 107, pL 8. 
FaUBotpidax magnua (lower jaw). — Pleutoceney FreshuxUer^ Bacton, Norfolk. — 

Owen, Brit. Fobs. Mam. 1846, p. 25, £ m 
CanU (Vvlpes) vulfforig, Brisson.—Caoem, Kent's Hole, Torquay. — Owen, Brit. 

Foss. Mam. p. 134, f. 51, 58. 
Gale(nfniu (EndngennB, Owen. — Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc 1846, toI. iii. p. 55, f. 

1, 3, 5 ; {Cams Vulpety Murch. and Mant.), Trans. GeoL Soo. 

1830, YoL iii. p. 277, pL 33, 34, i, 1-3; (Cams paluHrig), 

Mey., Fauna der Yorwelt, Oeningen, 1845, p. 4, pi. 1. 
Miuteia fPUtietesJ Croizetiy Pomel (lower jaw). — Miocms^ St. Gerand-le-Puj. — 

BolL Soc. G^L Franc 1847, tome it. ser. 2, p. 385, pi. 4, f. 4. 
fPlesiogaleJ angusUfrons^ Pomel. — Miocene^ St. G6rand-le-Puy. — Bull. 

Soc. G^l. Franc. 1847, tome ir. ser. 2, p. 385, pi. 4, £. 3 j. Pictet, 

Palecmtologie, 2nd edit 1853-7, pL 4^ f. 7. 
Putorius ermiaeus^ Linn. — Caoera^ Kent's Holo, Torquay.— Owen, Brit. Foss. 

Mam.p. 116, £.40-42. 
Syiena tpeUsOy Gbldfuss (lower jaw). — Cavern^ Gailenreuth-— Cuvier, Oss. Foss. 

edit,1886, pi. 192, L9. 
- — sfd^A (diseased skull). — Cdio«n», Muggendorf.— Owe% Brit. Foss. Mam. 

p. 154^ f. 59. 
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Sffttnatpelaa (part of lower jan). — P20wtoc0ff«, Walton, Eesex. — Ibid, p. 151, f. 68. 
FeUt jMiodorensis, Croizet and Joberi. — Pliocene, Mt. Perrier. — Oss. Foes, du 

Puy.de-D6me, 1828, pi. 4, f. 4. 
FeUe pardinensUf Croizet and Jobert. — Pliocene, Mt. Perrier. — Oss. Fobs, du Puy- 

de-DAme, 1827, pi. 7, f. 2. 
Feiie breoiroetrUj Croizet and Jobert. — Pliocene, Mt. Perrier. — Oss. Foes, du Puy- 

de-D6me, 1828, pi. 6, f. 6, 9. 
Felis speltBa, Goldfuss (portion of upper jaw). — Cavern, Kent's Hole, Torquay. — 

Owen, Brit. Foes. Mam. p. 161, f. 63. 
Ursue spelaa (lower jaw). — Pliocene, Bacton, Norfolk. — Owen, Brit. Foss. Mam. 

p. 106, f. 35 c. 
Melee Taxus, Linnteus. — Cavern, Kent's Hole, Torquay. — Owen, Brit. Foss. Mam. 

p. 109, f. 37. 
Arvicola amphibia, Linn, (upper and lower jaw). — Cavern, Kent's Hole, Torquay. 

—Owen, Brit. Foss. Mam. 1846, p. 201. f, 76. 
praiensia, Owen (upper and lower jaw). — Cavern, Kent's Hole, Torquay. — 

Brit. Foss. Mam. 1846, p. 208, f. 78. 
agrestit, Flem. (lower jaw and leg-bone).— Cavern, Kent's Hole, Torquay. — 

Owen, Brit. Foss. Mam. 1846, p. 206, f. 77. 
Trogonotherium Ouvieri, Fischer (lower jaw). — Pleistocene, Freehwater, Bacton, 

Norfolk.— Owen, Brit. Foss. Mam. 1846, p. 184, f. 71 ; Mantell, 

Petrifactions, p. 358, f. 74. 
Leput timidne, Linn, (lower jaw).— Cac^rw, Kent's Hole, Torquay. — Owen, Brit. 

Fobs. Mam. 1846, p. 210, f. 80. 
cuniculne, Linn, (lower jaw). — Cavern, Kent's Hole, Torquay. — Owen, Brit. 

Foss. Mam. 1846, p. 212, f. 81. 
Lagomge apeheus, Owen (fore part of skull). — Ca^fem, Kent's Hole, Torquay. — 

Owen, Brit. Foss, Mam. 1846, p. 218, f. 82, 84. 

— Me^eri, Yon Tschudi. — Pliocene, Oeningen. — {Anasma (Eningensit), Kdnig, 

loones Foss. Sect. 1825, pi. 10, f. 126. 
CarUrodon eulcidens, Lund, sp. (cranium). — "Cavern, BraziL — ^Waterhouse, Nat. 

Hist. Mam., vol. i. p. 351, pi. 16, f. 7. 
Qlgpiodon iuberculatns, Owen (tailslieath). — Pleittocene, Buenos Ayres. — Mantell, 

Petrifactions, 1851, p. 859, f. 75. 
Megaiherium 
Maetodon Ohioticut, Blumenb. (lower jaw). — Pleistocene, North America. — Phil. 

Trans. 1768, pi. 4, f. 1 ; Falc. and Cautl., Fauna Ant. Siralenis, 

pi. 3, f. 9 ; pi. 86, f. 4s 6 ; pi. 40, f. 16. 

angustidens, Cuv. — ? unknown. — Faic. and Cautl. Fauna Ant. Sir. pi. 40, f. 7. 

laHdena, Clift. — Miocene, Ava. — Falc. and Cautl. Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 31, f. 1, 

3, 4, 6-8 ; pi. 40, f. 1-3. 
Andium, Cut. — Pliocene, Buenos Ayres. — Falc. and Cautl. Fauna Ant. Sir. 

pi. 85, f. 3 ; pL 40, f. 10-14. 

— Perimenrit, Falc. and Cautl.— ^Jlfiocew*, Perim Island. — Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 

31, f. 9, 10 ; pi. 38, 39, f. 1-3 j pi. 40, f. 4. 

Arvemenais, Croiz. and Job.— Miocene, Eppelsheim. — Falo. and CauU. Fauna 

Ant. Siv. pi. 36, f. 11 ; pi. 40, f. 6. 
Arveruensis, Croiz. and Job. (upper molar). — Mammaliferous Crag, Whit* 

lingham, Norfolk.— ^mith. Strata Identified, 1816, fi^ntispieee ; 

Owen, Brit. Foss. Mam. p. 276, f. 97 j Falc. and Cautl. Fauna 

Ant. Siv. pi. 36, f 8. 
Sivalensis, Falc. and C^ntl.— Miocene, Sewalik HiUs, India. — Fauna Ant. 

Siv. pi. 3, f. 10 ; pi. 18a, f. 6 ; pi. 32, 33, 34, f. 2, 3 ; pi. 35, t 

1 ; pi. 36, f. 2, 5 ; pi. 37, f. 1-4, 6, 7 ; pi. 39, f. 4-6. 
Flephas Cliftii, Falc. and Cautl. — Miocene, Perim Island. — Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 80, 

f. 5. 
hombifrons, Falc. and Cautl. — Miocene, Sewalik Hills, India. — Fauna Ant. 

Siv. pi. 25, f. 2, 3 ; pi. 26-28, 29, f. 1, 2, 4> 65 pi. 29 a, f. 

1-5,7; pi. 29b, f. 6, 7. 
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Slepkat Chmesa, Falc. and Cautl.— IftocmM, Sewalik Hills, India.— Famia Ant. SW. 

pi. 3, f. 7 ; pi. 21, 22, 22 a, f. 1, 2 ; pi. 24, f. 8-5 5 pi. 24 A, f. 

Ij 25,f.l;pl.25A,f.l,2,4,6,7. 
innffnis, Falc. and Cautl. --lfk)c«i«, Sewalik Hilla, India. — Faana Ant. Siv. 

pi. 2, f. 6 ; pi. 16, 17, 18, f. 1-6 ; pi. 18 A, f. 3, 5 ; pi. 19, f. 1-6, 

8; pi. 19 A, 20 A, f. 4, 7; pi. 24a, f. 2 ; pi. 25, f. 4 ; pi. 29 b, f. 8. 
iiufffmiSf Falc. and Gautl. — PUoeene ?, C^tral India. — Fauna Ant. Sir. pi. 56, 

f. 10, 11. 

— ifuiffnii ?, Falc. and Cautl. — Pliocene f. Central India. — ^Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 56, 

f. 12-14. 
planifronSf Falc. and Gautl. — Miocene, Sewalik Hills, India. — Fauna Ant. Siv. 

pi. 2, f. 5 ; pi. 6, f. 5-6 ; pi. 8, f . 2 ; pi. 9, 10, 11, f. 2-10 j pi. 

12, f. 2, 5, 7, 8, 11-13 ; pi. 14, f. 8, 9 j pi. 18, 18 a, f. 1, 2. 
~-^ meridionaUe, Nesti. — ^Dredged off Happisburgh. — Falo. and Oiautl. Fauna 

Ant.Siv.pl. 14 b, f. 18. 
meridionalit, 'Ses^.^U. Tertkfry, Val d'Amo, Tuscany. — Falc. and Cautl. 

Faana Ant. Siv. pL 14 b, f. 10. 
Elephas priscue, Goldfhss. — Unknown, — Falc. and Cautl. Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 14, 

f. 6, 7. 
^— Hyeudrieue, Falc. and CautL — Miocene, Sewalik Hills, India. — ^Fauna Ant. Siv. 

pi. ,f.3; pi. 4, 5, 6, f. 1-3; pi. 7, f. 1-8, 12; pi. 8, f. 3,5; pi. 

13 a, 13 b, f. 7; pi. 14, f. 10. 

ffveudricue, Falo. and Cautl. — Pliocene, Central India. — ^Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 

120, f. 6. 
antiquue, Falc. — Pliocene /, Gray's Thurrock, and other British localities.— 

Fauna Ant. Siv.pl. 12 d, f. 4; pi. 13 a, f. 5 ; pi. 14, f. 1, 2 ; pi. 

14 A, f. 3, 5, 8, 10, 12. 13. 

anUffmu, Falc. — Pliocene, Via Appia, Rome. — Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 14 a, f. 13. 

— ^ Namadicue, Falc. and CautL — Pliocene, Central India. — Fauna Ant. Siv. 

pi. 13, 12 a, 12 b, 12 c, f. 1-5; pi. 12 D, f. 1-3; pi. 24 a, f. 

4; pL 48, f. 1; pi. 66, f. 1-4. 

— ^*^,^Bkke ] -^^^<^^^ Texas.-Geologist, Vol. V. p. 57, pi. 4. 
'-^ Armeniacut, Falc. — Pleistocene t, Armenia. — Nat. Hist. Rev. 1863, p. 73, 

pi. 2, f. 2. 
"^^ prtmiffeniue, Blum. — Pleistocene, Esohscholtz Bay. — ^Beechey, Voy. of the 

• Beagle,' 1831, vol. ii. p. 593, pi. 1, 2. 
-— * prinUgeniMs, Blum. — Pleistocene, Bacton, Norfolk. — Falc. and Cautl Fauna 

Ant. Siv. pi. 1, f. 1. 
primiffenius, Blum, (lower jaw). — Pleistocene, Worms, Hesse Darmstadt. — 

Falc and Cautl. Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 13 A, f. 2. 
—^- primiffenius, Blum. — Unknown. — Falo. and Cautl. Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 13 a, 

f. 3. 
'— prbniffenius, Blum. — Pleistocene, Yarmouth, Norfolk. — Owen, Brit. Foss. 

Mam. 1846, p. 221, f. 86. 
Vertebne, bones of the extremities, etc., of Prohosddia, — Miocene, India. — Falc. 

and Cautl. Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 46-55. 
Dinoiherium Indicum, Falc. — Miocene, Ferim Island. — Joum. Geol. Soc. 1845, 

vol. i. p. 360 ; Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 36, f. 6. 
J&kinoceros Sivalensis, Falc. and Cautl. — Miocene, Sewalik Hills, India. — Fauna 

Ant. Siv. pi. 73, f. 3 ; pi. 74, f. 6, 6 ; pi. 75, f. 5, 6. 
palmndieus, Falc. and Cault. — Miocene, Sewalik Hills. — Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 

74, f. 1,3,4; pi. 75, f. 2-4. 
plaiyrJUmu, Falc. and CautL — Miocene, Sewalik Hills. — Fauna Ant. Siv. 

pL 71, f. 1, 3i 6, 7 ; pi. 72, f. 1, 2 ; pL 75, f. 9-12. 
Perimensis, Falo. and Cautl. — Mwcene, Ferim Island. — Fauna Ant. Siv. pL 

76, f. 15 and 16. 
^^ tiekorhimu, Cuvier. — Pleistocene, Chartham, Kent. — Owen, Brit. Foss. Mam. 

f. 125, 127 ; Somner's Chartham News, 1669. 
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BiirnHMos UdnrAuaUj Cma (upper molar). — Caetn^ KiHrHiilft — OwtBy BriL. 

FoM. Maxa. p. 335, f. 125. 
-^— Uehorhinmiy Cuvier (lover moUur) .r—PimrtooeM, Begent'a Cuial, London. — 

Op. eit. p. 337, 1 127. 
^^' lepiorUamy Cuvier.— Plioeem, Walton and dacton, Enez.--Qp. cU. p. 856, 

1 129, 131-135, 138-141. 
XopAtoifoii or P&ktoik&rium (phalanx).— JBoeeM^ lale of Wights— Owen, BriL 

Fo8s. Mam. p. 309, f. 106. 
PalopUdienmm •nnacUnty Owen (cranium and lower jaw). — if. Eocem^ HordweU, 

Hants.~Qaart. Joum. Oeol. Soc. 1848, toI. It. pi. 3, f. 1-^. 
SijppoikenmmAnieUipiMtm, Falc. and Cautl.—JfMCtfiM, Sewalik. Hilk, India.— 

Fauna, 8i7. pL 82, f. 13-17; pi. 84^ L &>7, 9-12; pi. 85, f. 

9-16, 18. 
SfKMM SivaUiuiMj Falc. and Gautl.— IBoctfM^ SewaUk Hills, India.— Frnmay Aafc. . 

Siv. pi. 81, f. 1-4; pL 82, i, 1-3, 5, 6; pd. 84, f. 1-1; pL 85, t 

1, 3, 5, 6, 8. 

— Namadicui, Falc. and CautL— J£uk»»«, PtioeeHe, Sewalik Hills ?, Nerbudda. 

—Fauna, Ant. Sir. pi. 81, f. 5-7 ; pi. 82, f. 7, 8. 

— palcBoiMU^ Falc. and Cautl. — Pliocene^ Norbudda. — ^Fauna Ant. Sir. pi. 82, 

f. 9-11. 

— tp. — PHoeme ?, from the Irawaddi. — Fauna, Ant. Siv. pL 82, f. 12. 

8p. — PliocenSy Nerbudda, Nelee Pass. — Fauna, Ant. JSiv. pi. 84, f. 13, 14 ; 

pi. 84s f. 15, 17-19. 
Cofyphodon eoecenvs, Owen. — Eocene, Essex coast. — Brit. Foss. Mam. p. 299, 

f. 103 ; f. 4, 107. 
Tapim9 priaeu^ Kaup. — Sed Crag^ Woodbridge, Suflfolk. — Owen, Joum. OeoL 

Soc. 1856, vol. xii. p. 233, t 9. 
Hesodtm ovmus^ Owm.--PleistoceMey S. W. coext of Patagonia.— P&il. Trana. 1853, 

p. 291, pi, 15, 16. 
Mippopoiamut (Hexaprotodon) Sivalewtu^ Falc. and Gautl. — Miocene, Sewalik 

Hills, India.— Fauna Ant. Siv. pL 60, I 1-3 ; pL 61, f. 1, 2, 

4-11 ; pi. 62, f. 2-8, 10; pi. 63-66. 

— (Hexaprotodon) Iravaticus, Falc. and CautL — Pliocene f, Irawaddi Biver, 

Central India.— Fauna, Ant. Sir. pi. 57, 1 10. 
(Hexaprotodon) Namadicus^ Falc. and CautL-^iVoeea^ Nerbudda Btyer, 

Central India.— Fauna, Ant Siv. pi. 58, £. 1-3^ 
— — (TetraprotodonJ ' palisindicusy Fair, and CautL — PHoeene, Nerbudda Birer, 

Central India.— Fauna Ant. Siv« pi. 57, f. 1-4^ &-9; pL 58, 

f. 4-10; pi. 62, f. 11, 12. 
Byopaiamau Veotianut, Owen. — Eocene, Isle of Wight.— Quart. Joum. QeoL Soc 

vol. iT. p. 102, pL 8, f. 1-5. 
Sum (HippokyueJ Sivalenns, Falc. and CautL— JltoceiM, Sewalik Hilla» India. — 

Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 70, f. 1 ; pi. 71, f. 1-4. 
ffiffotdetUy Falc. and Cautl.— JfiocMM, POoeene^ Sewalik Hills, Nerbudda Bivmr. 

—Fauna Ant. Siv. pL 69, fl. 1, 3 ; pL 70, £. 4-7 ; pi. 71, f. 12, 

16-19; pi. 72, f. 8. 
HgtudricuBy Falc. and CautL — IGocene, Sewalik HiUs, India. — ^Ftiuna Ant. 

Siv. pL 70, fl 2, 3 5 pL 71, f. 5-11. 
Microcharue erinaceus^ Wood. — If. ^ocom^ HordweU, Hants. — Charlesworth, 

QeoL Joum. pL 2, £ 1. 
Chalicoiherwm Sivaleve, Falc. and CautL— Iftocene,. Sewalik Hilla, India.— Fauna 

Ant Siv. pi. 80, f. 2-4. 
Dicobane ovina, Owen (lower jaw).— ^T. Eocene, Isle of Wight. — Quart Joum. 

Oeol. Soc. 1857, vol. xiii. p. 25, pL 8. 
Cainolherium eomnmncy Brav. — Miocene, Allier, France. — ^Blainv. Ost^g. pL 7» 

Faohyderma. 
Meryeopotamue dissinUlis, Falc. and Cautl. — Mioeene, Sewalik Hills, India. — 

Fauna Ant. Siv. i^ 62, 1 15^18 ; pL 67^ £ 1-8 » pL 68^ £ 1, 

3-^ 11-1 5, 17, la 
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Diis^modom rdmeltuiamnim, Blake {portioii of lower jaw). — Eooms, TaooloM. — 

Geologist, 1868, YoL XI. p. 8, pi. 2. 
Cit ' imt imramitu^ linn, (oraaiiun). — Carem^ Bemry Head, De^on. — Owen, Brik 

Toss. Kam. p. 481, f. 19& 
Cemulus SivaleimSy Falc and Cautl. — Miocene, Sewalik Hilk, India. — Amatie 

Besearohes, 1836, toL xiz. p. 120, pi. 20, f. 3, 4, 6 ; pL 21, f . 8, 

11-18; Fauna Ant Siv. pL 86, £ 2-5; pL 87, f. 1-11 ^ pL 

88, 1 1-6 ; pL 89, f. 1-14; pi. 90, f. 1-15. 
ShaiJkerium giganteum, Falc. and Cautl. — Miocene, Sewalik Hills, India. — Aaiatic 

Besearches, 1835, toI. xix. p. 1, pi. 1 ; Fauna Ant. Siv. pi. 91-2. 
BtMm priecue^BojmvLB (craniam). — Pleietocene, Eschscholtz Bay. — ^Beechey, Toy. 

of 'Beagle,' 1831, toI. ii. p. 593, pi. 3. 
prieeue, Bojanua (metatanal). — Pleistocene^ Claoton, Essex. — Owen, Brit. 

Foss. Mam. p. 497, £ 207. 
Bm ^/Vo w foeat, Nielson (oranium). — Fleietocene^ Bawdsej Bog, Snilblk. — Mackie, 

Geologist, 1862, Vol. V.pl. 15. 
— friimiffmiime^ Bojanus (cranium). — Fleittoeene^ AtboU, Perthshire, — Owen, 

Brit. FosB. Mam. p. 496. f. 208, 209. 
BvihaUu mtotekcUmty Owen (cranium). — Pleietoeene, Maidenhead. — Quart. Jourik 

Geol. Soe. 1856, vol. xii. p. 127, f. 1-8. 
Baiamodtm p^saloidee, Owen. — Med Crag^ FeUzstow.—Brit. Foes. Mam. p. 536, 

1 219, 226. 227. 
FJuucoiotherium Bueklandi, Brod. sp. (lower jaw). — Great Oolite, Stonesfield. — 

Owen, Trans. GeoL Soc. toI. yi. p. 58, pi. 6, f. 2 ; Foss. Mam. 

p. 61, f 20 ; Didelphys, Zool. Joum. voL iii. p. 408, pL 11 ; 

Auckland, Brid^. Treat, pi. 2, f. A. 
ThglacoUo eamifex, Owen.— Phil. Trans. 1859, pi. 11, f 1 ; pL 13, f. 1, ^-8 ; 

Owen, Paleontology, 2nd edit. 1861, p. 432, f. 173. 
Diprotodon Aitetralie, Owen. — Pleistocene ?, Australia. — Palieontology, 2nd edit. 

1861. p. 4aO, f. 171. 
Ifotoiherittm MiteheUi, Owen. — Pleistocene ?. Australia. — Quart. Joam. Geol. Soe. 

1»9, Tol. XV. p. 176, pi. 9, f. 1, 2, 4, 5. 

II. BIRDS. 

Salegorma toliaptcmsj Ednig, sp. — Eocene, Sheppey. — Owen, Brit. Foss. Mam. 

and Birds, p. 554^ f. 234, 235 ; ZeUme, Eonig, loones Foas. Beet. 

1825, f. 193. 
Ardaopieryx nuterura, Owen. — Lithographic stone (U. Oolite), Solenhofen, Bava- 

ria.— PhU. Trans. 1863, p. 33, pL 1. 3, f. 1 ; pL 4, f. 1, 7, 8 ; 

Woodward, Intellectual Obserrer, 1862, toL ii p. 313 ; Mackie, 

Geologist, 1863, Vol, VI. p. 1, pi. 1. 
Dinomie giganieus, Owen. — Modem deposits. Middle Island, ^ew Zealand. — 

Trans. Zool. Soc. 1856, vol. iy. p. 159, pi. 47, f. 2,3 ; Paleonto- 

logie,p.330,f. 111. 
elephaniopus, Owen (entire skeleton). — Modem deposits. Middle Island. New 

Zealand.— Trans. Zool. Soc. 1856, vol. iv. p. 149, pi. 43-47, f. 

1 ; Pal^ntologie. p. 830, f. 111. 
SjfffM of Birds. — Paludinen Kalk (U. Eocene T), Wissenau, near Mayence. — Leon- 
hard and Bronn, Jahrbuch, 1849, p. 69, pi. 8. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



Ancient Climates. 
Dear Sir, — The readers of the ' Geologist' must, I believe, have all been 
at gratified by the perusal of the late articles from your hand as I have 
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been myself, ragf^etting, as they do, ideas out of the beaten track. Indeed' 
from the editorial remarks which have appeared in several of the recent 
numbers, I perceive that to turn aside from the footprinU of the $Sckool*, 
and to tread in the stranger paths that point towards discovery, is an idio- 
syncrasy of vour mind. 

But my ODJect in addressing you is not to point oat that which must be 
patent to all your readers, but rather to offer some remarks on the ideas 
which the articles referred to express. My remarks are principally made 
with reference to the note on ^* Ancient Climates." 

Before I come to a consideration of your own more immediate views upon 
the subject, as contained in the latter part of the paper, perhaps I should 
explain my opinions as regards what you rightlv term one of the enigmas 
of geology — the maintenance on the earth's surface of a high temperature. 

£et us for a moment carry ourselves back in imagination to those early 
stages of the earth's existence to which science is unable to assign even a 
probable date, and endeavour to appreciate, in the mind's eye, some of the 
conditions under which it laboured, when, glowing hot, it was fijrst projected 
from the anvil of nature into those regions of the illimitable which were 
destined to be the scene of its career. I say glowing hot, because, although 
you imply that there is some reason to doubt its ever having suffered any 
great degree of heat, I for one have never entertained any opinion but 
that such was its state at one period. 

From the burning, seething mass arises a dark and dense atmosphere, of 
which carbon and carbonic acid formed the great ingredients, presenting 
as effectual a screen against the entrance of tne sun's ravs as it did to the 
escape of heat from the body of the planet it surrounded. Though the 
Sim occupied its place as the centre, its attributes — ^light and heat — as far 
at least as our planet was concerned, were not experienced, " and darkness 
was upon the face of the deep." 

Gradually the external surface of this cloud-mantle radiated its heat 
into space— a very slow process, and one that might have taken ages to 
get rid of five degrees or temperature — ^and allowed the large overplus of 
carbonic acid to be deposited m the forms of limestone and mineral coal. 
The earth was now no longer " without form," but void. 

Let us suppose so long a time to have elapsed that already the fervid 
body of our globe has cooled down to a comparativelv low temperature — 
the dense mantle that once shrouded her has partially dissipated itself, 
but a gloomy obscurity still hangs over her, calculated to hold heat in an 
eminent degree. "Water appears next as water, that before formed an ele- 
ment of the atmosphere onlv ; in short, the waters were divided from the 
waters. The " firmament,' as the early historian describes it, waa not 
the cerulean expanse we are accustomed to see, but one of cloud scenery, 
through which the struggling sunbeams can with difficulty penetrate earth- 
wards, obedient to the mandate of the Creator, " Let these be Light." 
After the appearance of land from out the waters which had been preei- 

fiitated over the entire surface, vegetation made its way ; but was it at all 
ike the vegetation of the present day f I am inclinea to think not. The 
part in nature that the vegetable world was to play had not been called 
on ; other scenes were taking place on the great stage from which the cur- 
tain had but just gone up ; the Deus ex machind of creation had not 
come on, and the full strength of the company was not yet required. I 
conceive this early vegetation to have been of a very luxuriant, though, 
generally, of h. fruitless character, making up in mass of leaf and limb what 
it lackea in flower and fruit. This the large proportion of carbonic still 
in the atmosphere, and the dampness of the air, together with its high 
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teraperatare, was ealeolAted to hiring about and to foster in the ffreatest 
d^ree. In this manner our coal-beds might have been stored ; for it is 
Itfraly possible to conceive their formation under circumstances such as, 
now exist. I conceire, moreover, that such a growth as I have described 
would have been highlj necessary, in order to make a vegetable mould to 
mix with, and assist in the disintegration of the inorganic soil that must 
at first have formed the surface of the ground. 

But the world was not destined to be the scene of the life jftnd death of 
vegetation merely ; and everything tended but to that higher purpose. 

The cooling proceeds to a yet lower temperature ; the large amount of 
vapour which before had shrouded the earth began to be deposited freely ; 
the sky often exhibited its blue tint ; and, generally, meteorological pro- 
cesses were more in accordance with what they are at the present time. 
Vegetation now was required for the food of animal life, and therefore the 
iun-Uffht, as well as heat and carbcm, was necessary for its higher develop- 
ment. I conceive that it was at this epoch the two great lights were created 
which were to rule the day and night ; for, althou^ the sun was doubtless 
present when the rest of the system was made, the little light that pene- 
trated the earth was only sufficient to dutingmsh day from night. 

It is not necessary that I should follow up step by step the gradual cool- 
ing down of the atmosphere till it reached its present average temperature, 
which point it arrivea at when the state of the sky no longer permitted 
the retention of heat, but, on the other hand, offered no resistance to the 
entrance of the radiated heat from the sun. The earth then derived its 
heat from the sun alone ; a supply that is continually being received and 
given off, so keeping up a proper balance over the whole globe. 

These notes on ancient temperatures are merely thrown out as sug^et* 
Hens, and not as final residts, the product of any close investigation mto 
the subject ; I therefore beg that they will be received as such. 

I had intended to offer some remarks on the latter portion of the paper, 
" the grand physical operations " that you conceive to have been at work 
in bringing about changes in the condition of our planet, but I fear that I 
have already extended my note beyond prudent limits, and therefore will 
defer any further observations, and remain. Sir, faithfully yours, 

Hbk&t C. Cjuswick. 

Greemoieky Ptbrmarg, 1864. 
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KoTAL iHSTiTxrnoN. — January 29. — " On the Glacial Epoch." By Pro- 
fessor Frankland, F.R.S. — ^Amongst the circumstances that have pro- 
foundly influenced the present physical condition of our^earth, the action 
of ancient glaciers upon a scale or almost inconceivable magnitude has been 
gradualljT out irresistibly forcing itself upon the notice of philosophers 
•inee their attention was first called to it by Venetz and Esmark. There 
are few elevated regions in any quarter of the ^i^lobe which do not exhibit 
indubitable evidence of the characteristic grinding and polishing action of 
ice-masses, although at present, perhaps, they are scarcely streaked by the 
snows of winter. In our own country the researches of Buckland, and 
especially of Bamsay, have clearly shown that the Highlands of Scotland, 
the mountains of Wales and Cumberland, and the limestone crags of York- 
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shire, abound in these rockes moutonnSs, which leave no doubt that the 
valleys of those mountain ranges were once filled with glaciers of dimen- 
sions unsurpassed, if even equalled, by those which at the present daj 
stream down the sides of their gigantic Swiss rivals. Nor was this per- 
petual ice of a former age confined to localities where no such phenomenon 
IS now seen, but numerous observations have established that the glaciers 
of the present age, existing in Switzerland, Norway, and elsewhere, are 
but the neaily dried-up streamlets of ancient ice-rivers of enormous size. 
These glaciers have eroded the Alpine valleys, of which they once held 
possession, have carved out the lochs and kyles of Scotland, as well as the 
grander fjords of Norway, and have contributed in a most essential man- 
ner to the present aspect of our mountain scenery. Kamsaj and Tyndall 
have recently called attention to this action of ancient glaciers, and have 
contended, with considerable plausibility — the former that the lake basins, 
the latter that the valleys of the Alps, have been thus, in great part, 
scooped out. In no part of the world, perhaps, can the phenomena of the 
^laciid epoch be more advantageously studied than in Nor^i'ay, where the 
ice-scarred coasts and ^ords are still fully exposed to the eye of the ob- 
server, side by side witn the ocean, which furnished the crystalline mate- 
rial that formerly covered them. Two thousand miles of coast, from 
Christiania to the North Cape, afford almost uninterrupted evidence of the 
vast ice-operations which, during the epoch in question, moulded nearly 
every feature of this remarkable country. Starting from Christiania, the 
traveller cannot fail to remark the peculiar appearance of the gneiss and 
granite rocks composing the coast, as well as the innumerable islands, 
which, forming a great natural breakwater, protect the shore from the 
heavy seas rolling in from the Atlantic. These rocks, here rarely rising 
to the height of SOO or 900 feet, present nothing of that sharp and rugged 
outline which generally characterizes such formations. On the contrary, 
they are smoothed even to their summits, all their angles worn off, and 
every trace of boldness and asperity effaced. To the casual and unin- 
s true ted observer the action of the sea suggests itself as a sufficient cause 
of these appearances ; but it does not require much scrutiny to be con- 
vinced that the ocean waves have had little to do with this smoothing and 
polishing of the coast, since it is the surfaces sloping towards the land that 
are most acted upon ; whilst in some places, where the rock descends pre- 
cipitously towards the sea, and is subject to the dash of the waves, it iiaa 
been protected from the abrading action, and presents merely a weathered 
surface. 

Bounding the promontory of the Naze and proceeding northward, the 
coast presents, with slight exceptions, the same general features until the 
Arctic circle is approached, when the character of the scenery rather sud- 
denly changes. The rocky hills acquire the dignity of mountains, and 
tower up in rugged, sharp, and fantastic peaks, contrasting strongly with 
the rounded summits of the lower latitudes. But these arctic peaks owe 
their immunity -from the abrading action of ice solely to their height ; 
around their bases, and even high up their sides, the slow surges of the 
moving clacial sea have made their unmistakable marks, grinding, and 
even undercutting, them into most extraordinary forms, aja fine instances 
of which may be mentioned the Seven Sisters, and Torghatten, with its 
singular tunnel, just south of the Arctic circle ; the Horseman, standing 
on the circle ; and the mountains of the Folden and Yestjords, north of 
it : the latter having been justly described by the Eev. E. Everest as re- 
sembling the jaws of an immense shark.* 

* The speaker was greatly indebted to his friend B. F. Duppa, Esq., for beautifal 
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To account for the advent and subsequent disappearance of such vast 
masses of ice, yarious hypotheses have been propounded. It has been 
suggested that the temperature of space is not unirbrm, and that our solar 
system, in performing its proper motion among the stars, sometimes passes 
through regions of comparatively low temperature : according to this hy- 
pothesis, the glacial epoch occurred during the passage of our system 
through such a cold portion of space. Some have imagined that the heat 
emitted by the sun is subject to variation, and that the glacial epoch hap- 

Eened during what may be termed a cold solar poriod. Others, again, be- 
eve that a different distribution of land and water would render the cli- 
mate of certain localities colder than it is at present, and would thus suffi- 
ciently account for the phenomena of the glacial epoch. Finally, Professor 
Xamtz considers that at the time of the glacial period the mountains were 
much higher than at present — Mont Blanc 20,000 feet for instance — the 
Secondary and Tertiary formations having been since eroded from their 
summits. 

The two last assumptions are attended with formidable geological diiH- 
culties, especially when it is considered that the phenomena of the epoch 
in question extended over the entire surface of the globe ; they have 
therefore never acquired more than a very partial acceptance. With regard 
to the two first-named hypotheses, my colleague, Professor Tyndall, has 
recently shown that they are founded upon an entirely erroneous concep- 
tion of the conditions necessary to the pnenomena sought to be explained. 
The formation of glaciers is a true process of distillation, requiring heat as 
much as cold for its due performance. The produce of a still would be 
diminished, not increased, by an absolute reduction of temperature. A 
greater differentiation of temperature is what is required to stimulate the 
operation into greater activity. Professor Tyndall does not suggest any 
cause for such exalted differentiation during the glacial epoch; but he 
proves conclusively that both hypotheses, besides being totally unsupported 
by cosmical facts, are not only incompetent to constitute such a cause, but 
also assume a condition of things which would cut off the glaciers at their 
source, by diminishing the evaporation upon which their existence essen- ' 
tially depends. 

The speaker divided the great natural glacial apparatus into three parts 
«— viz. tne evaporator, the condenser, and the receiver. The part per- 
formed by the ocean as the evaporator is too obvious to need description. 
The two remaining portions of the apparatus, however, are generaUy con- 
founded with each other. The mountains are in reahty the receivers, or 
ieehearerSf and are only in a subordinate sense condensers. Tlie true con- 
denser is the dry air of the upper region of the atmosphere, which permits 
of the free radiation into space of the heat from aqueous vapour.* 

All the hypotheses hitherto propounded having therefore failed, in the 
light of recent research, to account for the conditions which brought about 
the glacial epoch, the speaker felt less reluctance in advancing a new the- 
ory, which had gradually elaborated itself out of the impressions he had 
received during a recent visit to Norway. Any such theory must take 
cognizance of the following points in the history of the glacial epoch : — 1st, 

coloured drawings of these remarkable objects, taken from the sketches of Professor 
James D. Forbes and Mr. Mattieu Williams. 

* This radiation from aqneous ?apour was experimentally shown by causing a jet of 
dry steam to pass in front of, and at a distance of two feet from, a thermo-electric pile ; 
the galvanometer connected with the latter promptly showed a large deflection for heat, 
proving that the pile was receiving radiant heat from the aqueous vapour. A jet of air 
heated in the same manner and projected in front of the pile produced no such effect. 
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that its effects were felt over the entire globe, ^cd, thai it oocarred at 
a geologically recent period. Srd, that it was preceded by a period of in- 
definite duration, in which glacial action was either altogether wanting, or 
was at least comparatiyely insignificant. 4th, that during its oontinvanee 
. atmospheric precipitation was much greater, and the height of the snow- 
line considerably less than at present 5th, that it was followed by a 
period extending to the present time, when glacial action became again 
msignificant. 

All these conditions he beliered to be the natural sequences of die gra- 
dual secular cooling of the surface of our globe. I%e sole cmtise of the 
phenomena of the glacial epoch was a higher temperature cf the ocean than 
that which obtains at present. 

He then examined the grounds upon which this hypothesis is based. 
Numerous observation s of the augmentation of temperature, at increasiiig 
depths from tiie surface of the earth, no longer leave room for doubt that 
the vast mass of materials constituting the mterior of our globe is at the 
present moment at a temperature far nigher than that of the surface. If 
this be so, the conclusion is almost inevitable, that at earlier periods of the 
earth's history this high temperature must, at all events at deptfaa com- 
paratively little remov^ from the surface, have been still higher, and thai 
consequently the temperature of the surface itself must in formCT* ages 
have been much more influenced by the internal heat than is the case at 
the present day. Tracing thus back the thermal history of our earth, it 
is conceivable that the waters of the ocean once existed as aqueous vapour 
in our atmosphere, — a condition which it is imagined obtains at the present 
day in Jupiter, Venus, and other planets, whose superior size or closer 
proximity to the sun may be BUi^><ABed to have retarded the refrigeration 
of their surfaces. From the period, therefore, when the oooling of the 
earth's crust permitted the ocean to assume the liquid condition, its watens 
have gradually cooled from the boJling«point down to the present tempe- 
rature, whilst the land has also ijndergone a similar process of refrigera- 
tion. It was during the later stages of this cooling operation thai the gla- 
cial epoch orcurrea. For this assumption, however, it is necessary to 
estabhsh that the rate of cooling of the land and of the ocean surfaces was 
unequal, otherwise the more rapid etaporation of the ocean due to increased 
temperature would be more or less neutralized by the impaired elficiericy 
of tne proportionately warm icebearers. The speaker then proceeded to 
describe tne results of his numerous experiments, which conclufiiv«ly 
proved that, under the conditions contemplated, the land would cool nau>re 
rapidly than the sea. This efiect is brought about principally by two 
eauses, viz. the great specific heat of water compared with granite and 
other rocks, and the comparative facility with which radiant heat escapes 
from granite through moist air. The amounts of heat associated with 
equal weights of water and granite are as 5 to 1 in favour of the former, 
or, if equal volumes be taken, the water requires to lose twice as much 
beat as the granite in order to cool through the same number of degrees : 
but it is in regard to the escape of radiant heat from their surfaces that 
the superior retention of warmth by the oceanic waters is most strongly 
marked. The readiness with which radiant heat escapes from equal sur- 
faces of water and granite at the same temperature through perfectly dry 
air is nearly equal ; but so soon as aqueous vapour is interposed in the paih 
of these rays, the conditions become wonderfully altered ; the escape of 
heat from l>oth is interrupted, but its radiation from the water is retarded 
in by far tlie greatest degree. This extraordinary iutranscalency of aque- 
ous vapour to rays issuing from water has ^ust been conclusively proved in 
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the phTneal laboniory of this lostitation by reeearches made by 'ProieaBor 
Tjrndall, and not yet publisbed. Th« diffisrence between granite and water 
arising from this cauae becomes rastly augmented when it is considered 
that the icebearing surfaces occupy an elerated position aboTe the level of 
the tea, eonseqaently the mantle of aqueous vapour which their radiant 
heat had to penetrate must have been much more attenuated than tho 
compnratiyely dense shell Iving between them and the surface of the ocean. 
Thus the obscure rays of neat streamed into space from the icebearing 
surfaces with compaxatiyely little interruption, whilst the radiation from 
the sea was as effectually retarded as if the latter had been protected with 
a thick envelope of non-conducting material. 

Whether we take into consideration, th^efore, the conductivity of 
water and granite, their specific heats, or, finally, the respective facilities 
with whidi ihej can, under the oosmical conditions contemplated, throw 
off their heat mto space, we find everywhere a state of things tending 
much more to the conservation of the heat of the water t^an to the reten- 
tion of that of the land ; and this of course applies also, mut€Ui€ mtUandis^ 
to the retention of that heat which is received from solar radiation. The 
himinous heat-rays of the sun pass freely through aqueous vapour, and 
are absorbed by both granitic and oceanic surfaces, but, once absorbed, 
these rays issue forth again as obscure beat of two different qualities or 
rates of vibration. To use Tyndall's beautiful explanation of the pkeno*- 
menon, the vibrations of the liquid water molecules are of such rapidity as 
can be best taken up and absorbed by the same molecules in the vapor- 
ous condition. But granite is a very complex substance, and fewer of the 
heat-oscillations of its atoms are in unison with those of aqueous vapour ; 
hence the heat-vibrations of granite disturb the molecules of aqueous va« 
pour in their passage through the atmosphere in a less degree^ and conse- 
quently the granitic rays are less absorbed. 

Thus, whilst the ocean retained a temperature considerably higher than 
at present, the icebearers had undergone a considerably greater refrigera- 
tion. The evaporation from the ocean would therefore, at the period con- 
templated, be greater than it is at present, whilst the capabihties of the 
icebearers, as such, would not be perceptibly less. Moreover, it is evi- 
dent lliat, during the whole of the cooling period, the ocean must have 
been receiving heat from its floor, and thus have acted as a carrier of 
warmth from the comparatively profound portions of the earth^s crust to 
the oceanic surface. It thus resembled a mass of water contained in an 
evaporating basin, placed over a very slow and gradually declining fire. 
Under such conditions its cooling was protracted through a vast period, 
allowing sufficient time, between a temperature inimical to animal hfe and 
the commencement of the glacial epoch, to permit of the development and 
decay of those forms of animal life which existed in the preglacial seas. 
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The rate of evaporation of water at different temperatnres and under 
various circumstaDces was determined by Dalton, whose results are em- 
bodied in the foregoing table. The evaporation took place in each case 
from a circular surface six inches in diameter. 

We have no suflScient data to calculate the present mean temperature of 
the ocean, but in lat. 69^ 4ff off the coast of JNorway, at noon on a remark- 
ablj hot summer's day, F^fessor Forbes found the temperature to be 
46*6° Fahr. The assumption of 40° Fahr. as the mean temperature off the 
coast of Norway, would therefore probably be in excess of the truth. Now, 
taking the mean of Dalton's results obtained at 35° and 45°, and comparing 
it with the mean of his results at 55° and 65°, it will be seen that an in- 
crease of 20° in the temperature of the ocean off the coast of Norway 
would double the evaporation from a given surface. Such an increased 
evaporation, accompanied as it necessarily must be by a corresponding 
precipitation, woula suffice to supply the higher portions of the land with 
that gigantic ice-burden which groaned down the mountain slopes during 
the glacial epoch. 

But would not the increased oceanic temperature tend to augment the 
mean temperature of the atmosphere even at considerable elevations, and 
thus raise the snow-line and reduce the area of perpetual snow P In an- 
swering this question, the speaker showed that the limit of perpetual 
snow does not depend so mucn upon the mean temperature of Uio atmo- 
sphere at that particular elevation, as upon the amount of snow accumulating 
during the cold season. Under the equator, the mean temperature of the 
snow-line is 35° Fahr. ; in the Alps and Pyrenees, about 45° ; and in lat. 
68°, in Norway, it is only 21°. Thus the mean temperature of the snow-line 
rises as we approach the equator, which means that the snow-line itself 
descends below its normal height, owing principally to augmented oceanic 
evaporation accompanied b^ increased atmospheric precipitation. The 
deluges of rain which fall within the tropics far surpass the rainfall in the 
temperate and frigid zones, and doubtless the fall of snow unon intertro- 
pical mountains is proportionately ^reat. The important innuence which 
the amount of precipitation exercises upon the lower limit of perpetual 
snow is beautifully exemplified at the fine waterfall of Tysse 8trenffer, 
near the head of the Hardanger Fjord, and was first noticed by Mr. Jl. 
Williams. The spray from this fall, being frozen in winter, covers the 
valley for nearly half a mile with a stratum of snow and ice, so thick as to 
defy the solar ravs of summer to melt it; thus lowering the snow-line by 
more than 2000 feet. The speaker had also seen in the Sor Fjord, under 
similar abnormal conditions, a mass of snow lying, in the month of August 
last, within 10 feet of the level of the sea, although the normal snow- line 
is thereat least 4500 feet above the sea4evel. That the height of the 
snow-line is essentially dependent upon the amount of precipitation, and 
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not npon mean temperature, is evident from a comparison of its height on 
the coast and in the interior of the Scandinavian peninsula, as given by 
Forbes in the accompanying table, compiled partly from his own observa- 
tions, and partly from those of Yon Bucn, Naumann, and others. 

Thus the difference between the height of the snow-line near the coast, 
where, owing to the impact of the gulf-stream, the winter is mild but the 
atmospheric precipitation great, and in the interior, where the climate is 
severe but the air comparatively dry, amounts in some cases to as much as 
1050 feet, or nearly one-fourth of tne total height. Such is the depress- 
ing effect of greater precipitation as regards the limit of perpetual snow ; 
nor must it 1^ forgotten tnat copious precipitation is altogetner incompa- 
tible with great summer-heat. The incessantly clouded sky cuts off the 
solar rays, and moderates the summer temperature. It is a trite observa- 
tion, that a wet summer is always a cold one. The mean temperature of 
the land in contiguity with such extensive surfaces of snow could also not 
fail to be considerably reduced ; for although the actual amount of heat in 
activity at the surface of the earth was greater during the glacial period 
than subsequently, ^et the cold of winter became stored up in masses of 
falling snow, which m melting absorbed the heat of the succeeding summer, 
and thus reduced both the mean and summer temperature of the land, es- 
pecially of such portions of it as were not situated greatly below the snow- 
line. The common notion, therefore, that the glacial epoch was a cold 
one, is correct, although heat, not cold, was the cause of that epoch. This 
apparent paradox, that heat should be the cause of cold, finds its parallel 
in the ice-making machines which were in operation at the last Great Ex- 
hibition. In those machines which produced from 2 to 12 tons of ice per 
ton of coal, the glacial produce was directly proportional to the amount of 
heat developed by the combustion of coal. 

But it is evident that this lowering of the snow-line by increased oceanic 
temperature could onlv occur within certain limits ; for, although the 
mean temperature of the snow -line might rise from 21°, its present posi- 
tion in Is orway, to 35°, its height under the equator, and perhaps even 
still higher, without any elevation of the snow-line itself, yet a further 
rise of mean temperature, which would result from a continued augmen- 
tation of oceanic heat, could not fail to elevate the snow-line itself, and 
eventually to chase the last portions of snow even from the loftiest moun- 
tain peaks. A process the inverse of this has gone on in nature, leading 
gradually to the elacial epoch, and eventually to the present meteorolo- 
gical condition or our globe. Whilst the ocean maintained a high tem- 
perature, the snow-line floated above the summits, possibly even of the 
most lofty mountains ; but with the reduction of oceanic temperature it 
gradualljr descended, enveloping peak after peak in a perennial mantle, 
until during the glacial epoch it attained its lowest depression, whence it 
again rose, owing to diminished evaporation, to its present position. 

The speaker considered that, inasmuch as recent researches had ren- 
dered all previous hypotheses regarding the glacial epoch absolutely un- 
tenable, tne one for which he now contended could not be said to come 
into antagonism with any other views. It also further commended itself 
by requiring the assumption of no natural convulsion or catastrophe, no 
vast or sudden upheavals or depressions, and no change in the thermal re- 
lations of our earth to the sun or to space. On the contrary, it insisted 
that the glacial epoch was normallv ana gradually evolved from a thermal 
condition of the interior of our globe, which could scarcely be said to be 
any longer the subject of controversy. 

In conclusion, this hypothesis suggests the probability that the other 
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bodies belonging to oar solar system hare either already passed through a 
similar epoch, or are destined still to encounter it. With the exception of 
the polar ioe of Mars, we have hitherto obtained no certain glimpse into the 
tliermal or meteorological condition of the planets ; neither is tbe physical 
state of their surfaces accessible to our best telescopes. It is otherwise how- 
ever with the moon, whose distance is not too great to prevent the visibility 
of comparatively minute details. A careful observation of the lunar surface 
for more than a year with a silvered-glass reflector of 7 inches' aperture 
and of good defining power, had created in the speaker's mind an impres- 
sion that our satellite had, like its primary, also passed through a glacial 
epoch, and that several, at least, of the valleys, rills, and streaks of the 
lunar surface were not improbably due to former glacial action. Notwith- 
standing the excellent definition of modem telescopes, it could not be ex- 
pected that other than the most gigantic of the characteristic details of an 
ancient glacier-bed would be rendered visible. Under favourable circum- 
stances the terminal moraine of a glacier attains to enormous dimensions ; 
and, consequently, of all the marks of a glacial valley, this would be the 
one most likely to be first perceived. Two such terminal moraines, one of 
them a double one, appeared to him to be traceable upon the moon's sur- 
face. The first was situated near the termination of that remarkable 
streak which commences near the base of Tycho, and passing under the 
south-eastern wall of Bullialdus, into the ring of which it appears to cut, 
is gradually lost after passing crater 216 (Lubinietzkv). Exactly opposite 
the last crater, and extending nearly across the streaK in question, are two 
ridges forming the arcs of circles, whose centres are not coincident, and 
whose extern S curvature is towards the north. Beyond the second ridge 
a talus slopes gradually down northwards to the general level of the hmar 
surface, the whole presenting an appearance reminding the observer of the 
concentric moraines of the Rhone glacier. These ridges are visible for 
the whole period during which that portion of the moon's surface is illu- 
minated, but it is onlv about the third day after the first quarter and at 
the corresponding phase of the waning moon (when the sun's rays, fall- 
ing nearly horizontally, throw the details of this part of the surface into 
strong relief) that these appearances suggest the explanation now offered. 

The other ridge, answermg to a terminal moraine, occurs at the northern 
extremity of that magnificent vallt-y which runs past the eastern edge of 
Bheita. This ridge is nearly semicircular, and is considerably elevated, 
both above the northern termination of the vallev and the general sur- 
face of the moon. It may be seen about four days after new and full 
moon, but the position of the observer, with regard to the lights and 
shadows, renders its appearance in the rays of the rising sun by far the 
most striking. 

With regard to the probability of former glacial, or even aqueous, 
agency on Uie surface of the moon, difficulties of an apparently very for- 
midable character present themselves. There is not only now no evidence 
whatever of the presence of water, in any one of its three forms, at the 
lunar surface ; but, on the contrary, all seleniographic observations tend 
to prove its absence. Nevertheless, the idea of former aqueous agency in 
the moon is by no means new. It was entertained by G-ruithuisen and 
others. But if water at one time existed on the surface of the moon, 
whither has it disappeared P If we assume, in accordance with the ne- 
bular hypothesis, that the portions of matter composing respectively the 
earth and the moon once possessed an equally elevated temperature, it 
almost necessarily follows that the moon, owing to the comparative small- 
ness of its mass, would cool much more rapidly than the earth ; for whilst 
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the Tolume of the moon is only about ^th, its surface is nearly ^^th that 
of the earth. 

This cooling of the mass of the moon must, according to all analog, 
have been attended with contraction, which can scarcely be conceived as 
occurrinff without the development of a cavernous structure in the in* 
tenor. Much of this cavernous structure would doubtless communicate 
by means of fissures with the surface, and thus there would be provided 
an internal receptacle for the ocean, from the depths of which even the 
burninf^ sun of the long lunar day would be totally unable to dislodge 
more than traces of aqueous vapour. A globe of wax was exhibited which 
had been cast under water ; it was highly cellular, and the water had been 
forced into the hollow spaces, com^etely filling them. Assuming the 
solid mass of the moon to contract on cooling at the same rate as granite, 
its refrigeration through only 180° F. would create cellular space e^ual 
to nearlv 14^ millions of cubic miles, which would be more than sufficient 
to engulf the whole of the lunar ocean, supposing it to bear the same 
proportion to the mass of the moon as our own ocean bears to that of the 
earth. 

If such be the present condition of the moon, we can scarcely avoid the 
conclusion that a liquid ocean can only exist upon the surface of a planet 
so long as the latter retains a high internal temperature. The moon then 
becomes to us a prophetic picture of the ultimate fate which awaits our 
earth, when, cfeprived of an external ocean and of idl but an annual rota- 
tion upon its axis,* it shall revolve round the sun an arid and lifeless 
wilderness, — one hemisphere exposed to the perpetual glare of a cloudless 
sun, the other shrouded in eternal night. 



NOTES AND QUEEIES. 



Geology of Shabpnbss. — The following passages, from a paper by Mr. 
John Jones, of Gloucester, read before the Cotteswold CIud, are mter- 
esting : — " The district to which we shall chiefly direct attention at present 
is that which lies between Sharpness Point and the Hock Crib, at Fre- 
theme (the * Scearp-Nesse,' * Acute Promontory,' and the * Hock Crib,' or 
* curved lying-place '), comprising the * New Ground^,' so called from 
their having been formed and reclaimed from the Severn at a very recent 
period. . . . 

" Crossing the wooden bridge, over the sluice which allows the waste 
waters of the canal to escape, we ai>proach the place at which the ferry- 
boat from Pyrton, on the opposite side, lands its passengers ; the names of 
both being probably derived from the same Anglo-Saxon elements of Per- 
ttin, ' the dwelling on the pier,' and evidencing the antiquity of the ferry, 
the rights pertaining^ to which are still strictly enforced by the lessee. An 
interesting chapter in practical geology may be read by the initiated from 
this spot. 

* Mayer has reoentlj proved that the action of the tides tends to arrest-the motion 
of the earth npon its axis. And although it has been proved that since the time of 
Hipparchus the length of the terrestrial day has not increased by the one-hundredth 
part of a second, yet this fact obviously leaves ontonehed the conclusion to which Mayer's 
reasoning leads. 
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" We stand nearly upon the snmniit of the protrnded Silurian dome, re- 
presented in a coloured section, published in the first edition of Murchi- 
son*8 * Silurian System,' and may find in abundance under our feet cha- 
racteristic shells and corals of the Upper Ludlow bed8,thoug:h much damai^ 
by the action of the tidal waters. The colour of this rock differs so little 
from that of the Old Red Sandstone beds which once rested immediately 
upon it, and still flank it, that the precise point of contact is difficult to 
discover. 

** Upon the opposite shore, full in our view, are the Old Bed Sandstome 
rocks which form the upturned edges of the Forest of Dean coal-basin, 
the equivalents of the comstones, and show at a glance, by the well-marked 
antichnal lines of their strata, dipping from one point towards Lydney, and 
from another towards Gloucester, the wave-like character of the motion of 
the subjacent beds, by which their elevation, with that of the Silurian 
rock just mentioned, was effected, and their curvatures produced. The 
transverse section, showing how this last passes under the others, appears 
to us to be of equal interest to the published section, and we have here ven- 
tured to produce it, from such observations as the constantly-changing bed 
of the river has enabled us to make ; remarking, that from the inaccessi- 
bility^ of the former, the Club would confer a boon upon its members by re- 
pubtishing it. 

" Walking along under the cliff towards the Berkeley Arms Inn, firom 
the seat in front of which the finest view of the district, to be seen from 
the river, may be obtained, we arrive at the mass of Old Red Sandstone, 
anticlinal to that over which we have just passed, upon which the house 
stands, although, from the amount of silt deposited within the last ten or 
twelve years, the point of junction is obscured ; and crossing the road lead- 
ing to the pier, we come at once to the Lias beds, which form the well- 
known Purton section, reposing imconformably upon the same. Some 
forty years since, the principal channel ran under this cliff; but, from the 
operation of the breakwater commenced by the late Earl Fitzhardinge, 
land is rapidly forming here, and the current has been diverted to the 
Forest of Uean side. The alluvial deposit behind the breakwater, in the 
direction of our course, from its yet unstable character, renders it difficult 
to trace the Liassic beds from their immediate line of contact with the 
Devonian ; but at the distance of about half a mile from the inn they be- 
come accessible. . . . 

" Few scenes can more vividly impress themselves upon the mind of a 
young geologist than that which presents it«elf here after a fall of the 
rock, and its exposure for a few weeks to the tidal and atmospheric action. 
The beach is sometimes strewn with fossils in the finest possiole condition, 
more especially as regards Gryphites, which are found of every type con- 
ceivable within the limits of one species ; find that one only exists here, 
the writer has endeavoured to prove in a former paper, now forming a part 
of the Transactions of the Cotteswold Naturalists' Club. . . « (See no- 
tice in a former volume of the ' Geologist.') 

*' We have now arrived at the end of the cliff near the second break- 
water. Higher up the vale of Gloucester, it is difficult to obtain a dear 
idea of the correlation of the vast beds of gravel composed of the detritus 
of the Liassic and Oolitic beds of the neighbouring hills, containing elephant 
and hippppotamous remains, occasional chalk-flints, etc., with what is popu- 
larly known as the Northern Drift (l^t to which appellation we conceive 
that there are substantial reasons for objecting). Be that as it may, the 
order of superposition is well shown in a small excavation within a few 
yards of the breakwater upon the edge of the cliff, where a bed of the 
gravel above-mentioned has been worked to a small extent. 
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" Upon the grayel rest two or three feet of vegetable soil, over which is 
strewn another bed of similar gravel» an inch or two only in thickness, and 
over all, under the existing herbage, the quartsose and red sandstone peb- 
bles of the (so-called) Northern Drift. Taking our stand at ^iuB point, and 
scanning the vale with the eye of a geologist, we may readily trace the se- 
quence of all the deposits ou which the elements of the landscape around 
us consist. We cannot doubt that the Lias upon which we stand once 
stretched across what is now the channel of the Severn, and rested upon 
the Sed Sandstone, as corresponding beds do at present on the opposite 
shore at Awre, near Poulton Court. Looking directly up the river, we 
may see distinctly, with the aid of a i;lass, the same bed stretching away 
in a corresponding direction at the Hock Crib, and we know that a few 
miles beyond this lies Westbury Cliff, where the lowest beds of the Lias 
rest upon the New Bed marls ; and these being at Fiaxley, unconformably 
placea against the Upper Silurian rock, thrown up near Sir Martin 
Crawley's schools, enable us to judge at what period tne great disturbance 
of the Frotozoio formations in this neighbourhood took place. 

"All these, from the Mayhill Sandstone to the upper beds of the Carbo- 
niferous system, had been placidly deposited in their due order in the 
depths of a vast sea. 

" The section of the Forest Coal-field, in any direction shown upon the 
maps of the Geological Survey, indicates no relative disturbance of its 
component strata prior to that effected by the tuming-up of its edges by 
the protrusion of older rocks, which form the tracts which separate it from 
the neighbouring coal-fields of Bristol and Glamorgan, the central portion 
remaining comparatively undisturbed. The relations of the Secondary to 
the Protozoic and eruptive rocks of the district are everywhere the same, 
and the line of unconrormity between them may be traced from the trap 
boss at Tortworth, behind us, on the S.E., to the flanks of the Malvern 
range, before us, on the N.W. Wherever first or last exerted, we know 
that the cosmic force by which that great Sienitic mass was abruptly up- 
lifted produced the contortions of the Silurian rocks around it, and the un- 
dulations of those before us and under our feet ; passing hence, still up- 
heaving Silurian strata through those of the Devonian age, and penetrating 
these again at Tortworth with a mass of trap, it subsides from this point 
under the Bristol coal-field, to produce effects analagous to those already 
described around and beyond it. It is not our object to trace further the 
development of this force and its consequences, but to bring more promi- 
nently forward than they have hitherto been brought in the Transactions 
of the Club, those geological features, easily accessible at many points in 
this country, by which we ascertain, approzimatively, the period at which 
these commotions, to which we at present owe the diversity of its soil, and 
scenery, and access to its mineral wealth, took place. In and around the 
Forest we have precipitous escarpments of Carboniferous limestone and 
shales, with those of older rocks, in such position as to prove how great 
must have been the extent of their detritus, carried away we know not 
whither. As the ancient detritic material of the lowest ana most compact 
strata — which would necessarily be the most recent, and the last exposed to 
aqueous action — has left no trace of its existence here, we may reasonably 
expect to discover any debris of the higher strata which once reposed upon 
these.^ 

" We have no traces in the Forest area, for example, of the Magnesian 
Limestone and its associated beds, which in other parts of England, and 
upon the Continent, follow in regular series those of the Carboniferous 
qnstem ; yet we find at Bristol a Magnesian conglomerate, with the re- 



116 ' . THX QSOLOeiST. 

mains of nndonbted Permian reptiles, and as we cannot beliere, from the 
sharp angles of the rock-fra^ents of which it is composed, that they hare 
travelled arfy considerable cQstance, we must necessarily suppose that the 
formation, of which it is the representative, was to some extent developed 
here. 

" We have seen the apper beds of the New Eed Sandstone deposited 
nnconformably against the upthrown Silurian and the Old Bed, at Flaxley 
and elsewhere ; the Lias against the Old Eed Sandstone, as here ; and 
upon Silurian strata, as near Eastwood ; Mr. Charles Moore has informed 
us that the fissures of the Carboniferous Limestone of his district contain 
Liassio fossils ; and Mr. Etheredge has shown us a specimen of the same 
limestone bored by Lithophagid». at whose death their holes were filled 
up bv then-forming Oolitic granules. 

" Under these circumstances, as we are not acquainted with any group 
of strata intermediate to the Permian and Triassic formations, and as we do 
not find these in contact here, may we not reasonably infer that beds of 
Permian age had been deposited here in their due sequence, but having 
been swept away, either prior to, or in conseijuenoe of, their disruption by 
the disturbances indicated, when the deposition of the Triassic formation 
commenced, the forms of life which characterized them arc here wanting, 
and the Mesozoic, which characterize the next vast epoch, have aaaumed 
their places P . . . 

** A glance at the great Lias outlier of Eobinswood Hill, looming up 
from the centre of the vale, reminds us that since the changes we have 
contemplated, others as remarkable have taken place ; for we recollect 
that this rrust once have been conterminous and continuous wiUi the Liassic 
slopes of the Cotteswolds, which form the background of the landscape, 
and flank it on the right. These, we know, are merely capped by beds of 
the Inferior Oolite, the detritus and fossils of which, mingled with those of 
the Lias, strew the valley from beyond Evesham to the quarry on the cliff 
which we have already visited, evidencing action to which they have been 
subjected, by which the deep combs and bays which indent them have 
been formed. The recent origin of the gravels is apparent from the re- 
mains of the great extinct pachyderms still found amongst them, and oc- 
casionally the shells of mollusca still existing around us. 

" We have expressed some doubt as to the origin of the drift which 
overlies these gravels, to which the epithet * Northern * has been expressly 
applied, because, the further we travel south-westward, the heavier and 
larger do we find the pebbles which constitute it become, and we may 
reasonably suppose that the smaller detritus wanders furthest from its 
parent rock. There may, indeed, have been an infiux of similar material 
at the other end of the valley, but from its 8i>arsely-8eattered condition, 
and the minuteness of the fragments of which it is here composed, we feel 
. rather disposed to ascribe to it a south-westerly than a northern origin. 
As compared with these drifts, the Severn Channel is of modern forma- 
tion, for we see at this point that its bed is worn through them and their 
underlying gravels, — ^a circumstance which the want of coherence, and 
difference in the rock-materials here in juxtaposition, must have much 
favoured. 

•* Another feature of great interest in this district, to which our atten- 
tion was first called by Mr. Clegram, is the existence of an extensive bed 
of peat, in which are found trunks and roots of trees, principally oak, in 
the ordinary state of what is popularly known as bog-oak. These may be 
best seen on the sides and in the bed of the watercourse called the Boyal 
Dpongh, in the excavation of which they were first brought to light. Thej 
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are accompanied by the catkins of hazel, and the leaves of waterflags and 
other plants, which show that they could not have been transported far 
from tne place in which they grew. The thickness of the peat-bed is from 
fonr to five feet, and it is some feet below the level of high- water mark, 
covered by brick- earth, of tiie same character as that still deposited by the 
Severn, to the depth of ten or twelve feet, indicating that it mnst nave 
been submerged to a sufficient depth for this accumulation to have been 
formed upon it, and subsequently uplifted to its present position. The 
same deposit is found on the opposite bank of the river, in the parish of 
Awre, and, as we are informed, on Walmer Common, in the parish of 
Westbury -on- Severn, at Whitminster, and in other places near Gloucester, 
from which its extent may be inferred. We are not aware that these facts 
have been previously noticed by other writers. 

" The trees, when fairly uncovered in excavation, occur in great numbers, 
and verv large ' stag horns ' were found amongst theih, some of which are 
said to have oeen taken to Berkeley Castle. 

" An entire skull of the Bos pnmigenius was found in the Severn, not 
▼ery far from Sharpness Point, near the spot where the fresh water of the 
Royal Drouth, on the bank-cuttings of which these trees are now best 
seen, and which runs in places through the peat-bed, still keeping open a 
channel through the sands." 

Bbstosation of Ptbraspis.— Dear Sir, — In the May of last year I 
addi^essed a brief note to you, partly concerning the restoration of the 
test of Pteraspis, and which has been several times discussed by other 
correspondents and myself in the pages of your valuable magazine. Since 
then I have got from our Scottish rocks various additional fragments of 
Pteraspis, and a nearly complete specimen ; and as it seems to cast light 
on some points alrea^ mooted and made matter of controversy, I trust 
you will allow it to be figured along with this communication. 

I may say that I have both the specimen and its cast in the stone, and 
have attempted the outline of the test according to actual measurement. 
It wiU be ODserved by your readers, who take the trouble of looking back 
to previous numbers of the ' Geologist,' that this outline-figure closely re- 
sembles that contributed by Mr. Powrie to your February nimiber of 1863. 
The specimen now before us differs from that of Mr. Powne in size, although 
akin to each other in the relative proportions of their component parts. 
They differ however considerably in two other features which I am about 
to notice. First, the tenninal ed^e on either side of the central prolonga- 
tion or spine is not continuous in this new specimen, but is broken into 
segments ; and, secondly, there is evidence of a protuberance, or it may 
be perforation (a, a), which I have not observed figured in any of the pre- 
vious diagrammatical restorations of Pteraspis. Icannot certainly deter- 
mine from my specimen whether it is perforation or protuberance, futhough 
I incline to thinlk the former. I have no doubt however of what have been , 
called the eye-orbits (6, b) being perforations, as the bony substance is ex- 
ceedingly well preserved at that part of the test in the specimen before 
me, and the matrix is seen piercing the distinctly-defined orbital space. It 
has been thought by some Uiat these anterior perforations are the nostrils, 
and if so, a conjecture may be hazarded that these posterior perforations 
are the eye-holes ; but they may have served some other end in the eco- 
nomy of the organization of this curious old-world fish. This specimen 
exhibits very beautifully the characteristic internal structure of the plates 
as BO well desoribed by Professor Huxley. When looked at through a 
g^asa of feeble magnifying power, nothing can exceed the beauty of the ex- , 



118 



m eiOLoeirr. 



tenud kjer of bone, either in the i 

of the canre of the ridges. It maj be 



of the waTe or in the gmee 
lie in the English Pteras- 




pidee, but no Scottish specimen* which I hare seen, presents ns with the 
eomna so fnllr dereloped in the kindred Cephalaspis. 

I maj add that I hare had no further light thrown on the nature of the 
protection of the under side of the head of Fteraspis. I can onl j see, from 
the specimens I possess, that the plate of the upper side has a broad mar- 
ginal rim or border turning downwards or inwaras, but whether to loek into 
another ^ate I cannot a^m. HreH Mitchell. 

Ormif^Feirmary IS, 1864l 

Flixt Imflushts. — Sir Charles Ljell says, in his * Antiquitr of lian,' 
that flint-impleinents haTe oeeasionaUj beoi found on the beach between 
Heme Bay and the Reculrers, and that they are somewhat rare, since, so 
fiv as is Known, not more than about twdre hare been met with there. 
The moat recent find is, I think, in my possession. In August, 1863, Isnent 
some little time in attempting to discoTcr the fwmation (mm whmee these 
flints are denred, by, if nossible, finding one ta sUu ; fiuling in that, I da- 
' to s tarc h the peach, and there saw one lying on its flat side on 
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the shiiif 1e. It differs from those presented by Mr. Leech to the Jermjn 
Street Museum, which are from the same locality, in bein^ smaller, much 
less pointed, and flatter at the base. Its length must have been -5 inches, 
and its greatest breadth 3f inches, exactly corresponding to the oral shape 
and size of the Amiens flint presented by Mr. rrestwicn to the same mu- 
seum. The edges are much fractured, either from use or water-rolling, 
probably both. Gbo. J. Steoko. 

QiM«i> PrinUitg Office. 

Phosphobus in Natubb. — ^Tliis element is found in minute quantities 
almost everywhere in nature ; it is an essential constituent of fertile soils, 
and of all liring organisms. But people hare been rather puzzled to ac- 
count for the mountainaofagatite (crystalline phosphate of lime) which ^ 
have already b^n ioun3""t!Pone^r two parts of Europe, and which may J 
exist in other quarters of the globe. We quote the explanation in Dr.* ^ 
Hofmann's Beport of the Chemical Products and Processes in Section A 
of the International Exhibition : — " Large masses of phosphorus are, in the 
course of geological revolutions extending over vast periods of time, re- j 
stored from the or^nic reigns of nature to the mineral kingdom by the 
slow process of fossilization, whereby vegetal tissues are gradually trans- I 
formed into peat, lignite, and coal ; and animal tissues are petrified 1 
into ooprolites, which, in course of time, yield crystalline apatite.'* And ' 
then : — ^* After lying lock^ up and motionless in these forms for indefi- 
nite periods, phosphorus, by further geological movements, becomes again 
exposed to its natural solvents, water and carbonic acid, and is thus re- 
stored to active service in the organisms of plants and the lower animals, 
through which it passes, to complete the mighty cycle of its movements, 
into the blood and tissue of the human frame. While circulating thus, 
age after age, through the three kingdoms of nature, phosphorus is never 
for a moment free. It is throughout retained in combmation with oxygen . 
and with the earthy or alkaline metals, for which its attracticm is intenae." } 

TbjlDItions op thb Dbluoe and of thb IJkitt op Obioin op Mah. 
— ^The subject of traditions was brought under di8cus8i6n at a late meeting 
of the Etnnological Society, by a paper by the Eev. Mr. Farrar, who in 
general terms objected to the race-values, as well as the antiquity of tradi- 
tions. One point is, however, in a geological aspect, I think, worthy of ex- 
amination. I am under the impression that the tradition of a universal 
deluge, and of the descent of mankind from a single pair, is characteristic 
of the Caucasian races. Now the glacial era was seemingly inaugurated 
with unequalled copious rains, and passed away as a geological age in a 
multitude of debacles, seemingly from the melting of the vast quantities of 
snow and ice accumulated during that intensely cold period. The relics of 
man are found fossil in the deposits of at least the close of this period, and 
therefore primitive man would have been at least an eye-witness of the 
later debacles, if not of the inaugurating rains. To get out of the Grorilla- 
origin theory for a time, and to look justly at facts, we find the oldest fossil 
human skull — the Engis — ^belonging to the Caucasian or European type. 
If, then, the Caucasian peoples should be proved to be the only original 

Ereservera of the tradition of the deluge and single- pair parents of the 
uman race, would it not be very confirmatory presumption in favour 
of the greater antiquity of European man, than of men or other species P 
We have nowhere got a fossil negro, and negroes have no traditions of 
these two popularly-believed events. If European man*s antiquity ex- 
tended to we debacles which closed the glacial age, there would be an ori- 
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gioal truth handed down to lu in these legends ; for although presented to 
us in an Asiatic aspect, there are race-characters in the Jews which should 
refer their primary origin to the European area ; and although these glacial 
debacles produced no universal deluge, covering with its waters the tops of 
the highest mountains, yet local floods deluging so many and such various 
districts, would be so nearly coincident and contemporary in time, that 
their results would be practically, if not literally, universal. — S. J. Maceib. 

Ebratvm. — P. 80, in communication from Mr. Pattison,^r "Oltrungt" 
,read "Oetrungt ;"/«*• " apparent Devonian" r«ai" uppermost Devonian." 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 



The ' American Journal of Science ' for January contains a translation 
•of M. Perrey's Theory of Earthquakes, from his * Propositions sur les 
Treroblementfl de Terre et les Volcans^' a continuation of Professor Dana's 
articles ** On the Classification of Animals based on the Principle of Cepha- 
lization," the group of insects being taken up in the present nuniber. 
There is also a short but most interesting note by the Professor, on some 
fossil insects from the Carboniferous formation in Illinois, accompanied by 
woodcut figures. These insect-remains were discovered hj Mr. Bromson 
in the Carboniferous beds at Morris, Illinois. They occur in the flattened 
ironstone concretions of the beds, which also contain plant-remains and 
two or three species of Amphipod Crustaceans ; one specimen is a Neu- 
ropter, closely like the Semblids, and especially the Chauliodes. The 
other specimen figured is also a Neuropter ; it is a mutilated anterior win^, 
the neuration approximating to that of the genus Hemerobius. There is 
also an able paper on the "Density Rotation and Relative Age of the 
Planets," by Professor Henrichs, of the Iowa State University. The other 
articles are "On Tephroite," by Mr. Geo. J. Brush. Amongst the Notices — 
Unger's Scientific Kesults of a Tour in Greece and the Ionian Islands; 
Guyot's Physical Wall-Maps of the Continent ; Professor Whitney on the 
Highest Mountains of the United States and of North America, and on the 
Survey of California ; on the Constitution of Columbite, by H. Bose ; Con- 
tributions to Paleontology, by Professor James Hall; Monograph of 
Fossil Estheria, by Professor Rupert Jones; Dana's * Text-book of Geology ;' 
Tract on Ciystallbgranhy, designed for students of the University, by Mr. 
H. Miller, of Cambriage ; Descriptions of Fossil Plants coUected by Mr. 
Geo. Gibbs, Geologist to the U.S.- North-west Boundary Commission, by 
Dr. J. S. Newberry. 
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TWO OE THBEB INCIDENTS IN A RAMBLE IN THE 
NORTH OF rBANCE. 

Bt the Editor. 

BjLTnro lived from infancj on the shores of the Channel, with the 
beautiFul section of the Kentish coast constantly before my eyes, it 
is only natural that as a geologist I should take especial interest in 
the study of the Cretaceous Rocks, and being fully acquainted with 
their divisions, fossils, and details in my own district, I was desirous 
of instituting a comparison with those of the north of France, with 
which they are so intimately connected. 

Narrow as are the straits which divide the two countries, consi- 
derable differences exist in the subdivisions of this formation as we 
proceed westward, and much is to be leariit from the study of the 
ancient condition of the various portions of the great oceanic basin 
of which both the strata of England and France alike are portions. 

There was also another subject of much practical importance as 
well as scientific interest, which deserved to be studied on both coasts 
— the flint beaches. Constantly are they journeying from west to 
east ; but where do they come from and whither do they go ? From 
whence are they derived ? 

These were the objects for which, on the 3rd of September, 1854, 
I started for a month's ramble in the north of France. My health 
at the time was but very indifferent, and I was unequal to those 
exertions I should otherwise have made, and which were necessary to 
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render the investigafcionB and comparisons complete. Being, too, 
vacation-time, the Professors were generally al)sent from the towns, 
as were also most private families, and I thus lost much valuable as- 
sistance. Moreover, the antiquities and picturesque scenery of the 
Seine and the coast of Normandy proved so attractive, that my pencil 
was more employed than my hammer, and my sketch-book much 
fuller than my havresac. In truth, I idled by the way, and the work 
I went for never has been done. Some of the incidents on that trip, 
however, deserve a better fate than oblivion, and are worth the jot- 
ting down. 

The period of my ramble was one of immense political importance to 
all Europe — to the world, — of the deepest and most anxious moment 
to the two countries, of whose profoundly remote geological history 
I was patiently endeavouring to read a solitary passage, spelling the 
words by petrified letters, and hoping to add another line to the 
popular translation of that wonderful book, in the study of which so 
many earnest and enthusiastic lives have been spent, and which to 
have helped to have read is the dearly priased and true reward of the 
scientific man's ambition. 

Upon the soil I trod our forefathers had fought and bled, and the 
flower of the world's chivalry had met in sanguinary conflict on the 
very spots where now to me the hand of friendship was sincerely 
given, and as warmly returned. Every one's attention was turned 
to the East, where England and France had sent the bravest of their 
sons. Our Armada had sailed, and there was no one without some 
relative, some friend in that vast fleet, far more powerful than that 
which stands out so proudly emblazoned on the page of Spanish 
history, but which the winds of heaven and a little gallant band of 
Englishmen disperi<ed. 

The first distracting incident of my voyage was the landing of 
Prince Albert at Boulogne ; the next the great review of 60,000 men 
at Marquise. 

The district of Boulogne is one of great interest, not only as the 
completing portion of the great circle of the elevation of the Wealden 
districts of Kent and Sussex, but that it has been at a more remote 
period the seat of convulsions which have brought the older rocks, even 
the Silurians, to the surface ; and the fossils of all the beds from the 
Chalk to the Primary Schists and Limestones, may be gathered in that 
region of the little old island that there protrudes through the sea- 
deposits of the Secondary rocks. I have often been surprised that 
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this wonderfully diversified and miniature area should not have been 
more worked. 

Then came Abbeville and its gravels, and its fine old church, and 
its statue in the market-place; then the glorious cathedral of Amiens- 
Then a week's gaiety in Paris, and more than another week spent at 
Kouen and along the Seine, until a temporary stay at Prascati's gave 
me the opportunity of commencing but not finishing a study of the 
cliffs of Havre. The main cliff, or falaise, consists of the Lower or 
Grey Chalk, which there contains numerous beds of large chert no- 
dules, in similar manner to the bands of flints in our Upper Challc- 
The subdivisions of these beds I could not completely make out from 
top to bottom, but the notes I made are sufficiently accurate as far 
as they go, and for this reason are worth giving side by side with the 
subdivisions of the French geologist, M. Le Soeur, ii\ 1843, it being 
borne in mind that the thicknesses of the strata, as given by me, are 
estimated by eyesight only, and not by actual measurement. 



I. SubtUvinont of ike Oretaeeoue and 
Wealden FormaHom recorded by M, 
Ze Scmr at the Cliff under the lAght- 
house at Cap La Rite^ 1843. 

Teman DilaTien : — 
Argile rouge; sable fin; silex pyro- 

matique. 
Craie Infi^rieure : — 

Craie chlorite grise ; lito et rognons 

desilez. 
Bandee de silex. 
Cnie glanconeose blanche. 
Bandes de silex. 
Lite et rognons de silex. 
Bandes de silex. 
Craie glauooneuse blanche et rognons 

de silex. 
Bandes de silex noxr. 
Craie glauooneuse brune ; rognons de 

silex; polypiers. 
{Soiwrcee^ 
Lite tendres endurcis de glauoonie 

yerte. 
Lits de mame bleue noire pyriteuse, 

avec lits de silex calcMoneux. 
Gros gravier ferrugineux. 



Section at Cap La H^e (Maekie.J 
ft. in. 

Double chert 8 

1. Chalk 10 

Ditto 14 

2. Chert 6 

Chalk 8 

8. Chert 6 

Chalk 10 

Parting. 

Chalk 10 

4. Chert nodules, large and white 1 
Chalk 

5. Chert nodules 8 

Chalk — weathers in. 

6. Chalk 10 

Blue Parting. 

7. Band of chert 10 

8. Greenish sandstone ... 9 

9. Grejish green-grained chert, 

wanting at places ... 6 

10. Greenish-jellow soft sand- 

stone 6 

11. Band of oherty dark stone . 9 

12. Seam of dark-grej stone ..08 
Micaceous friable sandstone 

(soapy) 8 
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8able micao^ grosaiAr, fin rouz, blane, 

ferrugineux. 
Lit« de foBsiles. 
Terrains JurassiqaeB : — 

Lits altomes de mame et de calcaire 

mameaz. 
Lite altemea de marne caleaoe et de 

caloaire hjdraaliqiiei avgile hydmi- 

llque, arjple k briquee, 
(Ruitres.) 
Argile ^ briques. 
Lignite. 
' » Sea-lereL 



Liu de mames. 
Galcaire mameux. 
Oolite. 
Mame bleue. 



II. Subdivisions of the same Fonmth 
tions as exposed in the Cliffy heifond 
the lA^hihousoy according to M, Le 
5awr, 1843. 
Terraiii DiluTien : — 
Sol saperflciel. 

Argile rouge; aable finj silex pyro* 
matique. 
Sable Vert ; CraielnfiSrieure i — 

Craie chlorite griae ; lits et rognona 

de silex. 
Craie glauooneuae, blanche; lits et 

rognons de silex. 
Bande de silex. 
Craie glauooneuse brune. 
{Sources.) 
Lits tendres endurcis de glauoome 

verte. 
Lits de mame bleue noire pyritenx, 

avec des lits de silex oalc^oneux. 
QroB gravier ferrugineux. 
Formation Wealdienne :^- 

Sable micac^ quartsenx fin Uanc 
roux; yeiae de &r ozyda; bnn 
noirfttre, ayec nombrausea Teines 
ferrugineuses. 

Ligne da la mer. 
Terrain Jurassique : — 
Caloaire marneux. 



18. Bed of friable rock, harden- 
ing into stone .... 
With base of dark brown- 
grey rock with claj streaks 

14. Blue Parting 

16. Blue friable chalk, which 
scales off by weathering . 
Soft parting. 

16. Band of dark-blue stone, 

with two broad bands of 
rubbly chert, looking like 
a single bed of rubUy rag 
Parting of dark-blue phos- 
phatic chalk .... 

17. Grey friable rock .... 

18. Semi-cherty dark-blue rag- 

like stone 

19. Dark-blue parting, with 
.^ molluskite 

20. Hard dark bluish-grey stone, 

and cherty stone, forming 
the top portion of a thick 
bed of dark-grey stone 
with green grains, enclos- 
ing green chert and mol- 
luskite 

Softer portion which dries 
white. 

21. Cherty dark bluish-grey 

sandstone, with some 
clTert (Ventriculites and 
Ckoanites) 

22. Parting. 

23. Black phosphatio bed, pass- 

ing into— 

24. Rubbly bed of aoft friable 

rock 

25. Bed of soft friable sandstone 

26. Soft parting 

27. Bed of dark cherty-looking 

grey hard stone, (double?) 

28. Softening into Hassock (?) 

like Sandgate rock . . 
Soft parting 



ft. in. 
2 O 

3 

4 

1 4 



2 9 






8 





8 


1 


6 


9 


8 



2 



1 6 

I 2 

4 

6 6 

6 6 

8 



(Oartied ibrwaid.) 
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ft. in. 



u 

I 



6 



10 



10 



8 



10 



4 



10 



ft. in- 



SecHon II. Equivalent to hose 

of Section J. Taken nearer 

the Point of Cape (MackieJ. 

31. Dark-blue bed with phoe- 

phatic nodules .... 

Dark ferruginous grit, with 

phoephatio nodules . . 

Grit 

Ferruginous sandstone. 

Dark grit 

Pebble band. 
36. Greenish band of oindery 
Hassock (?) like Sandgate 
rock. 
^ r 86. White micaoeons sand. 
% \ 87. Ferruginous sands. 



10 

8 
4 10 

10 



[2d. Dark stone-like hardened 
Sandgate - rock, with 
pQ shells at base, and a few 

I phosphaticnodules at top 

i 30. Black marlj sands (like 
the Sandgate sand) 

31. Do. with phosphatic no- 
dules .... 

32. Dark ferruginous grit, 
with concretions . . . 

.83. Pebble bed. 

84. Greeniah band 

And cindery Hassock (?) 
like Sandgate rock . . . 
^ |35. Ferruginous sandstone. 
S|36. White sand .... 
^ (87. Ferruginous sand. 

Since, however, the days when I scrambled oyer the rough under* 
clifT and up the craggy face of Cap La H^ve, the important attention 
which has been given to the quaternary deposits and the geological 
traces of the human race, has rendered one spot whicli excited then 
my interest still more interesting. It is a deposit of siliceous sand* 
containing recent species of shells, underlying a capping of ordinary 
angular flint drifb-gravel. 

Between Frascati's well-known hotel and baths, near the pier at 
Havre, and the commencement of the chalk cliflfs of Cap La Heve, the 
ground gradually rises into a low cliff of some twenty-five or thirty 
feet high, capped by a thick deposit of red clay, sand, and angular 
flints, exactly in appearance resembling the ordinary flint-drift that 
coTers the chalk-hitls of England. This flint-drift is seen on the coast 
in considerable thickness, covering the irregular surface of the chalk, 
and filling up numbers of those extraordinary cavities so familiar 
under the name of sand-pipes. It appears to have come down or over 
the pretty valley of St. Addresse, covering the subjacent rocks of 
every description to the present sea-level. Near the limekiln by 
Perrey's mill, the low cliff referred to commences, and consists of 
about 10 feet of red, flint-gravel drifb ; gradually becoming higher, 
until near the sea-baths it has acquired an elevation of 80 or 40 feet. 
It is here that at the base of the cliff we perceive the sand to contain 
several bands of the semi-fossilised shells of species still living in the 
district, and in great abundance in the sands of the opposite coast 
at Honfleur, Trouville, and Dives. As the cliff increases in height, 
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tho beds of sand become of course more visible, and near the com- 
mencement of the road to St. Addresse, a most excellent section ib 
presented, the measurement and description of which is subjoined : 

Section of Cfravel amd underUfing Sand at St, Addreue, 

ft in. 

Vegetable soil 3 ? 

Gkayxl — Bed, sandy, flint-graTel, drift 10 ? ft. and upwards T 

SucD Dspoerr — Very friable, slightly adhesiye, fine sand-rock, with lines of 
dark-green grains, and becoming slightly ferruginous at Uie base ; 

crumbles in the hand 5 

Band (more sandy than above) of shells of all ages and sizes, irregularly 

bedded, principally of Cardium edule 9 

Parting of dark-green grains 1 

Slightly adhesive sand-rock, as at top .03 

Band of shells, irregulariy bedded, principally of Cardium edule^ 

Maetra^ TelltMiiy becoming slightly ferruginous at the base ... 1 2 

Parting with dark-green grains 8 

Friable sand rock, containing band of great pebbles, some 4 in. 

square, with smaller pebbles and shells 4 

Band of shells, irregularly bedded, Cardium eduh, Tellina, etc. . 

Band of small pebbles and comminuted shells 2 

Resting on dark-blue argillaceous sand, intermixed at top with dark- 
grey sand 14 

Qrey argillaocous sand, semi-oonsolidated, containing at 28 in. from 
top a band of shells, Cardimn edule, etc., with small univalves. 
Level of Beach. 

The shells found were principally those of the common cockle and 
Tellen, and these, though sometimes found in their normal position, 
were generally in the disorder and confusion so characteristic of 
littoral accumulations as to leave no doubt of the beds in question 
having formed at some former period a portion of the shore. The 
above-mentioned species of shells occurred in abundance, and no 
doubt a minute examination would add others to the list. 

This portion of the section abuts against a great mass of crate ^hn&- 
coneuse and rubble, which almost seems to have parted the stream of 
flint-drift that surmounts the sand beds. The section from hence to 
the commencement of the cliffs of the Cape, consisting of a loftj sloping 
bank, is rendered extremely obscure by the vegetation which so loxu- 
riantly covers it. There seems at places to be indications of sand, 
but whether the bed alluded to is continued, required more time and 
a more minute investigation than I had it in my power to bestow. 

The existence of a bed of sand with recent shells below the flint- 
drift is a curious fact, if correct and I am not deceived by appear- 
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ances. If correct, it should be of value in determining the com- 
parative! j modem origin of that great diluvial mass of angular flints, 
and the debris of the chalk, and of the Tertianes, we find so exten- 
sively spread over the area of the Chalk. 

If no error exists, in mj examination of the recent shell sand at 
Havre, the section there goes to show the recent origin of the '* flint- 
dnfl," since not only the recent species of moUusks'lived there, but 
even the con6guration of the coast of Normandy must have had a 
near approximation to its present state before the drift gravel was 
deposited. 

The undulating surface of the valley of the Seine must have ap- 
proached nearly to its present line, although some differences either 
in the prevalent direction of the winds, or the outline of the shore, 
are required to account for the accumulation at that spot of so nu- 
merous a collection of shells, the mollusca and their debris being 
now on that side of the Seine, but sparingly distributed in conse- 
quence of the washing-away action of the boisterous seas, although 
such shells, as before stated, are abundant on the quieter shores of 
Honfleur, Trouville, and Dives. 

If nothing more important be proved from this bed of sand, it must 
be admitted that an elevation of some feet has taken place in this 
district within a very restricted period. Of such an elevation we 
have also evidences on the English side of the Channel. 

So like in mineral character is the fliot»drift seen on the top of the 
cliffs of Cap La Heve with that shown at the roadsides of the upper 
part of the valley of St. Addresse, that there seems no doubt of the 
continuity of the deposit over the shell-sand. 

The mass of crate against which it abuts is not however in situ. 
The base of the cliffs of Cap La Heve consists of marls, sands, and 
clays of the Gault, Greensand, Wealdeu ? and Eimmeridge periods, 
by the rapid wearing away of which, the craie glaucaneuse of which 
the upper portion of the cliff consists, is constantly falling or rather 
sliding down in enormous masses forming an extensive undercliff, as 
at Folkestone and the Isle of Wight in our own country. The di- 
rection of the dip shows that some of these beds would naturally be 
continued on the site of the "shell-sand,'* and this buttress of craie 
debris — for it consists of blocks and the regenerated material of several 
strata of the craie ^laueaneuse, as indicated by the mineral characters 
of the materials, the fossil shells, etc. — has slipped or been brought 
down from a higher level to its present position ; and it is this which 
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throws some doubt whether the flint-drift of our section maj not 
have been brought down by landslips such as are now common at 
the Cape, and have been a portion of a former undercliff since cut 
into by the action of the sea. No fragments of shells, sand, or rock, 
indicating any amount of regeneration, are to be found in the " flint- 
drift," which consists entirely of ferruginous sand and angular pieces 
of flints, and which so far seems, allowing for local differences of 
mineralogical character, to be identical with the flint-drift so exten- 
sively distributed over this region. The next question to be deter- 
mined, is how far back in geological history the species of shells 
found in the subjacent sand can be found to date their existence, be- 
cause certainly the age of this shell-sand has to be mainly determined 
by its organisms, there being but little concurrent evidence as yet ob- 
tained from other sources than the molluscs found in the sand. The 
following are placed by Professor Forbes in his list of " species now 
living in British seas and found fossil in true glacial beds:"— Jtfiwrfra 
solida, Tellina soUdula, Cardium edule, Nucula tenuis, Littorina lit- 
tarea ; and Mactra stultorum is placed by the same author among 
the British species not found fossil in typical glacial beds, but occur- 
ring in contemporaneous Italian newer Pliocene strata. 

The evidence therefore of the shells brings the age of this Havre 
sand between two limits, that of the Pleistocene on the one hand, 
and the Eecent or Actual period on the other. The flint-drift, being 
superincumbent, must consequently take its place at a more recent 
stage than the sand within the same interval, if it be truly in situ. 

The fossils of the recent shell-sand are well presented, although 
extremely brittle, traces of colour being frequent, and the specimens 
of periwinkles, though not numerous, are hard, and but little changed 
in structure, excepting by the loss of albuminous matter. The por- 
tion of a tooth of Elephas primigenius^ found on the shore in a mass 
of hardened sandy material near the termination of the valley of St. 
Addrease, and preserved in the cabinet of M, Flambard, indicates the 
existence and proximity of some Pleistocene deposit, the discovery 
of which would possibly throw much light on the position in time 
that our recent shell-sand ought to occupy. It would be highly in- 
teresting to determine the occurrence, and trace the connection of a 
freshwater marl or other deposit, containing bones of the Pleistocene 
mammalia, in this neighbourhood. In the drift exposed in the Oape 
clifl'-section, there are evident signs of rude inclined stratification on 
the sides of the hollows and shorter sand-pipes of the chalk, and 
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the inolination differs on either side, m we see to be the case with 
the ripples of sand which the strong current of a spring-tide makes 
on the seashore. We there see fragments of shells, or other compa* 
ratiyelj large objects carried rapidly down the longer descending 
planes, and slowly up the sides of the steeper banks, and deposited 
beneath the crests of the waves. As the drifted shells render thus 
apparent to the eye the arrangement and disposition to which the 
grains of sand composing the bed of the shore are subjected, so by 
the disposition of the flints in the clays and sandbeds it seems to me 
we might interpret the directions and actions of the powerful flow 
that spread the drift over such extensive tracks of country. At least, 
whether we admit flood-action or not in the spread of the superficial 
deposits, a series of correct observations of such indications of the 
direction and arrangements of their contained pebbles and consti- 
tuent materials would do much towards determining the direction 
of the current or force by which those materials were brought and 
deposited. The indications of drift-movement are generally, as far 
as I observed them, towards the north, but in some cases on the 
slopes of hills the course has evidently been southerly. The pre- 
sence and form of the tongue of sand at St. Addresse seem to con- 
firm the supposition that the flint-gravel overlying the *' shell-sand " 
had a southerly tendency, which would be the case if it were con- 
tinuous with the drift of St. Addresse and the high ground of Cap 
La Heve. Further observations are, however, necessary to confirm 
this opinion. 

The deposit of sand containing shells must have been originally 
very considerable, as the waste by the sea on this coast being very 
great, even on the harder rock of the cliffs, its action on such soft 
materials must have been highly destructive. 

Since writing the above, I find in M. Passy's excellent description 
of the department of the Seine Inf^rieure, an account of this recent 
shell-sand, which that author considers to be a portion of the ancient 
embouchure of the Seine. 

Passing from Havre westwards, I made collections of fossils at 
Honfleur, Dives, and all along the coast up to Caen, the quarries of 
irhich pour their rubble down the green wooded slopes of a lovely 
gorge into the river below, — the white city with its lofty houses and 
over-topping churches and cathedral, and the low Oolitic cliffs fringing 
the blue waters of the Channel in the distance, form an enchanting 
scene worthy of a longer pilgrimage than it takes to see. 

▼OL. Tii. a 
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From Caen I took the steamer back to Havre, and thence trudged 
along the shore by Fecamp and Dieppe to Boulogne. A sketch from 
my notebook at Etret&t may well close this gossiping article. The 
needle^ and arches of our Isle of Wight are household words in the 
British geologist's. mouth. So are the arches and needles of Etret&t 
in every Frenchman's. Etret&t was a fishing village. It was fast 
rising, when I if as there, into a watering-place ; it may boast by this 
time of handsome rows of marine residences, but it will not be more 
worthy of visiting than when it was as my pencil presents it to my 
readers in Plate IX. 



ON THE OOCUBJiBNCE OF ACANTHODBa IN 
PALEOZOIC BOCKS. 

Bt Bet. Hugh Mitchell, M.A. 

"Whatever theory we may conceive or adopt respecting the origin 
of species, it is undeniable but that Acanthodes — a genus of fossil 
fishes — has maintained a noble struggle for life. Known to occur 
first of all in the Lower Devenian or Old Bed Sandstone, it has been 
found also in the Middto Division, of that great system, and again in 
the coal-measures, and finally disappears in the Lower Permian— the 
Both-todt-liegende or Lower Dyas of German authors. 

In the accompanying table we have endeavoured to put into acces- 
sible and readable shape the particulars of its occtirrence, so far as 
known to us, among the rocks. 



The Rock*. 


• 


TbeSpedet. 


The Aatlioritiea. I 


PermUn . / ^PP** 
I Lower 


Acadthodes gpracilis, 
Beyr 


MnrchisoD, Journal of Geol. Soc. 
vol. xix. p. a03. 


C«bomferou.[^PP«' 
L Lower 


• 
« 


A. Brouni, A^. 
A. sulcatuB, Aff. . 


Egerton,Geol. Snrv. Dec. 10, p. 57. 
Agassiz, P. P., p. 125. 


Devonian . < 


Upper 

Middle 
.Lower 


• 
« 

• 


A. pnaillus, Ja, . 
A. Peachi. J^. . 
A: coriaceus, J^. . 
A. Mitchelli, J^. . 


Agassiz, P. P., p. 301. 
Egerton, Geol. Surv. dec. 10, p. 57. 
Egcrton, Geol. Sorv. dec. 10, p. 59. 
Egerton, Geol. Sorr. dec. 10, p. 61. ■ 



"We first detected the occurrence of Acanthodes in the Lower De- 
Tonian or Old Bed Sandstone at Famell, in the county of Forfar, 
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Scotland, in the summer of the jear 1S57. From investigations 
since made, it now appears that an abundant fiosh of Acanthodian 
life ushered in the morning of the vast period embraced bj the Old 
Bed Sandstone. Along with the genus Acanthodes there oecur also 
several other genera of the Acanthodian family, such as Climatius, 
Parescus, and some unnamed. The genera Climatius and Parescua 
were first founded upon and described by Agassiz, in his great work, 
from spines, but since the perfect forms have turned up in our 
northern rocks, it has been found necessary to remove them fpom 
among the Cestraciont Placoids into the Acanthodian family of the 
Oanoids, that is to say, provided we adhere to the clasaification of 
Agassiz. Other genera and species occurring with us remain to be 
described, and we are very much disposed to think that the spines 
figured from the Ludlow bone-bed in the Upper Silurian must be 
relegated to Acanthodian forms. Much as has oeen made of it, have 
we any evidence of the occurrence of Placoidal fishes in those rocks 
at all, except pieces of shagreen-looking skin P What if these, on 
closer scrutiny, turn out to be Crustacean and not Piscine remains P 
Would it not be worth the while of some of the earnest observers in 
that region to examine careMly those Ludlow beds, or especially 
their equivalents, where spines occur, for the complete forms P It 
was long thought that in our Scottish rocks of the Lower Devonian 
we had nothing but unattached spines of these fossil fishes. 

It may be observed, in order to remove all doubt of the position 
here assigned to the beds of the Old Bed Sandstone in which Acan* 
tbodea first occurs, that we have specimens on the same slabs with 
plates of the Pterygotus, and in the same stone with 0ephalagpi9 
LyelUi, It may be that other species of Acanthodes occur in our 
Lower, but it is certain that in the Middle beds of the Old Bed, as 
they occur in Moray and Caithness, there is a fuller development of 
speciee. But in such a feature the genus would resemble many others 
in the geological muster-roll of being, — ^presenting us first with a 
weak dawn, — then culminating into meridian fulness, but again sink* 
ing into a slow decline and final extinction, yet still preserving 
throughout the career of their existence the characteristic traits of 
their generic life, the dying representative of the g^ius is not how- 
ever a degraded form, but is as beautiful and as highly a developed 
creature as its first introduced ally. The outline of the body of the 
Acanthodes of the Lower Devonian Egerton describes as remarkably 
graceful, and Homer has given the specific appellation of gracilia to 
the Acanthodes of the Lower Permian, 

. It is certainly worthy of remark that the genus Acanthodes is per- 
aistent through such a lengthened period of geological existence ; and 
from such a circumstance we are inclined to infer that as the detaila 
of the stony record are filled up, all gaps will disappear. We do not 
and cannot admit the truth of the theory of the transmutation of 
species, yet the course of creation has not proceeded by sudden 
bounds, but by a steady, calm advance. There is no evidence, so far 
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as proof has been adduced, of the development of one good natural 
species into another ; but there is evidence of a development of plan, 
and that deA'elopment is but revealed to us in the occurrence, in these 
ancient life-periods, in succession of similar or kindred forms. Ever 
as the circumstances of their life are becoming alike, the species ne- 
oessarilj approach and resemble. 

The history of Acanthodes, thus brought before us, almost warrants 
these conclusions : — ^First, there are no gaps, either in the succession 
of strataor in the course of creation, at least over lengthened periods, 
embracing it mav be several so-called geological systems. A narrow 
horizon may indeed give the idea of wreck, but when the horizon of 
our observation is broadened, the chasms disappear. Secondly, there 
is evidence, at least in Acanthodes, there is no symptom of one true 
and good natural species developing into another, particularly not 
into a higher or advanced form. Thirdly, nor is there, as has been 
contended for by some writers, a degradation, either in size or in 
beauty, and other features of form, among species of the same genus, 
whose existence stretches over a long period. Fourthly. What how- 
ever may be called digression or even retrogression of form appears in 
tlie development of the scheme of an Organized Creation. There is 
digression or departure from the type to put on some specific cha* 
racter towards an adaptation to some new circumstance in the life of 
the species ; and again there is retrogression, a throwing off again of 
the specific or induced characteristic, and a return to the primitive 
or naked type. The mould in which the life is cast is not broken, 
but enlarged ; yet after being enlarged, it is often again contracted 
ere the genus disappears in the onward current of the ages. 
■ It is matter of regret with us now that when Egerton described in 
the decade of the Geological Survey the species of Acanthodes from 
the Lower Devonian, all our materials were not put into his hands. 
Distance is a sufficient excuse, but it is necessary to supplement his 
description by one or two remarks. The species occurs of a very 
small size. We have a specimen, scaree half an inch in length, a very 
minim of creation, but a perfect portrait in itself, with its every spine 
and every scale in their place. When well preserved, the scale ap- 
pears to be perfectly smooth, and not ornamented in the least. And 
in many specimens there is a display of several small spines between 
the pectorals and the ventrals, as if the creature had an undercrop 
of rudimentary fins, which were attached to the spines, for the pro- 
pulsion of its graceful and slim figure through the waters, and for its 
escape from its many enemies. The species occurs in our Old Bed 
beds over almost the whole county of Forfar, and in the neighbour- 
ing county of Kincardine, and should be looked for in the equivalent 
beds of England. 
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ON THE FOSSIL FOEAMINIFEEl OF MALTA AND 

GOZO. 

By Professor T. Eupert Jokes, F.G.S. 

In a former volume of the ' Geologist ' there are notices of the 
geology of Malta and Gozo (vol for 1860, pp. 198, 276, 421), from 
which it appears that the stratal groups forming these islands are, in 
downward succession, — 

1. Upper Limestone ; fossiliforous. 

2. Soft sandy rock, consisting of yellow, green, and hlack sand in 
variable proportions, and containing many shells and echinoderms, 
chiefly as casts, and sharks' teeth. 

3. Bluish marl, with sharks' teeth and other fossils, especially 
^eeten BurdigalenM, 

4i. Light-yellow calcareous freestone ; the common building-stone 
of the islands, rich with echinoderms, and containing also nautilus, 
fish-remains, and other fossils : this comprises also a band of choco- 
late-coloured pebbles, with sharks' teeth. 

5. Lower Limestone, white and hard ; with Scutella suhrotunda^ 
fish-teeth, and a few other fossils. 

These strata have been described by Captain Spratt, in the Geol. 
Soc. Proc, vol. iv. p. 225, etc., and their fossils determined and 
enumerated by Professor £. Forbes, i^., p. 230, etc. Dr. Wright 
also gave a notice of the beds, and descriptions of several of their 
fossils, in a paper published by the Cottcswold Nat. Field-club, and 
in the Annals Nat. Hist., 2nd ser., vol. xv. ; lastly, Dr. A. L. Adams 
and Dr. Wright communicated a paper on the Maltese Strata and 
Echinoderms to the Geological Society, in 18G3. 

Having lately received, from Captain P. W. Hutton and Dr. A. Leith 
Adams, some fine specimens of foramiaifera from the Maltese beds, 
carefully labelled as to their respective strata, as well as some notes 
on the strata from the same friends, I am enabled to add something 
as to the distribution of the foraminifera. 

Stratum No. 1, which, being largely composed of corallines (Nul- 
liporse, E. Forbes's List, loc. eit.), and destitute of corals, seems to 
have no title to its old name of " Coral-limestone," contains Hete* 
rostegina depressa, according to Dr. Adams and Captain Hutton ; the 
latter informs me that this limestone is sometimes 230 feet thick, 
JPecten Pandora being one of its most abundant fossils. 

Stratum No. 2, varying from 1 to 30 feet in thickness, is in many 
parts composed almost entirely of the little flat foraminifer that was 
formerly mistaken for a nummulite and a lenticulite, but is really 
HeieroBtegina depressa. The specimens of this bed (from Dingli, 
Malta, where it is 30 feet thick), with which I have been favoured 
by Captain Hutton, are dark-yellow friable shell-rock or limestone, 
consisting of Heterosteginie massed together in every position, 
mixed with a few valves of Pecten, in a scanty granular calcareous 
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matrix, with calcareous cetneut. Many of the grains are obscure 
foraminifera and debris of shells, etc. Mr. Parker has detected the 
following foraminifera in this matrix : — Glohigerina hulloides^ Trun^ 
eatulina lobatula, Planarhulina ammonaides (Quart. Journ. Geol. 
Soc, vol. xvi. p. 300), and Calearina rarUpina, 

Dr. Carpenter's allusion to this Heterostegina-rock as being found 
in JUturet in Malta, appears to be incorrect (lutrod. Foraminif. 
Bay Soc., 1862, p. 288). 

In some places this bed contains a large quantity of green grains^. 
These may prove, on examination by the microscope, to be casts of 
the cells of foraminifeni, bryozoa, etc., as Bailey and Ebrenberg have 
shown other sands of silicate of iron really to be. Captain Spratt 
and Professor E. Forbes (Joe, cit,) notice the occurrence of cetacean 
bones in this bed, and of oysters with the Heterostegins. 

The bed No. 3, blue marl, about 100 feet thick, is not yet known 
to contain foraminifera ; but should be examined with careful mani- 
pulation, as described in the ' Geologist,' vol. ii. p. 244. 

No. 4, the freestone, consists of four or five divisions that run one 
into the other, lying in no regular order. • The buildiug-stone is that 
in which most of the Echinodermata are found. Captain Hutton 
and Dr. Adams state that the Heterostegina occurs in the freestone ; 
the latter points out that it is much rarer than in No. 2, " and only 
in a drab or light-blue portion towards the upper parts of the bed." 
In Professor E. Forbes s list {op. cU, p. 230), Cristellana and Nodo- 
saria are said to occur in the upper division of this freestone ; and 
within the last few days Captain Spratt has obligingly shown me the 
specimens referred to. They comprise Nodosaria Eaphanus, i^T. .fia- 
phanistrumj ^. Madicula, Dentalina acicula^ D, pauperata, LinguUaa 
castata, Frondicularia annularis^ Criffellaria calcmry and C. cassis. 
No doubt niraierous smaller forms will also be found ; for these are 
the larger specimens of such a group of foraminifera as D'Orbignj 
has figured and described in his Foram. Foss. Bassin. Tert. de Vienne. 
Some of the specimens are yellowish, some are greyish, indicating at 
least two beds or seams that are rich with them. 
^ No. 5 is the hard whitish limestone, also used for building ; it is 
very variable in lithological character. Captain Hutton says, and 
more than 400 feet thick ; he adds, that *' it is at the top of this bed 
only that Scutella suhrotundn is found." 1 find, by specimens that 
have been shown to me, that it also contains, in large abundance, 
Operculina complanaia and Orbiioides dispansus. 

The OperculinsB (which appear to be two subvarieties) occur gre- 
gariously in the upper part of the limestone, are associated with 
Scutella subrotunda and Echinolampas scufiformis, and ''are very com- 
mon at the fault at Migiar Selimi in Gozo, and at various points 
along the northern coast of ISIalta.'' (Dr. A. L. Adams.) A large 
hand-fc>pecimen that Captain Hutton has kindly given me, comes 
from Marsa Scala, Malta. 

[We must remember that the so-called '' LenticuUtes complanatus^* 
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(an old name of OpercuUna eomplanatd)^ of Professor Forbes in the 
Ppoc. Geol. Soc, he, cit, and of Dr. Wright in the Annals Nat. 
Hist., 2nd ser., vol. xv. p. 101, etc., is really the HeteroHegina de- 
presBa, as the Maltese specithens in the Museum of the Geological 
Society show. See also Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc., vol. xvi. p. 800, 

of the Orbitoides, Dr. Adams writes, — "They are characteristic of 
the point of transition between the Lower Limestone and the Cal- 
careoufl Sandstone ; indeed, I have seen them nowhere else. They 
are so abundant that whole masses of limestone seem to be entirely 
composed of them ; properly speaking, they are fossils of the Lower 
Limestone, and are frequently associated with what you name Oper- 
eulina eomplanata^ which seems, as far as I can find out, also peculiar 
to the same situations." The only locality that Captain Hutton 
knows for the Orbitoides- rock " is just south of Fort KioasolL" 

Captain Hutton believes that he has detected foraminifera in thin 
slices of some of the hard white limestone (made up of more or less 
roUed calcareous d6bris) from St. George's ^ay, Malta. 
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THE EEV. DR. ANDEESON, 

OP VSWBUB&H. 

There is a solemn pleasure in paying a last tribute to those who have 
been our friends, and those we liave respected. Death draws the dark veil 
between the living and the past away, and when one worker is taken away 
from the grand field in which we are labouring, the last act of kindliness 
to the departed those who are left can contribute is the record of the worth 
of the departed. Amongst the fossils of Dura Den, the Minister of New- 
burgh was a great and successful worker, as the fine slabs of fish in our 
museums, and some of the best plates in Agassis's memorable ' Foissons 
Fossiles,' and in his ' Gr^s rouge d'^cosse ' substantially testify. As a 
writer on geological subjects. Dr. Anderson will not take rank in highest 
eminence, but for the work he has done in his locality, he will stand in po- 
sition with the best of our local- workers. The Edinburgh ' Evening Cou- 
rant ' of the 18th ult. gives a very nice notice of one that all who knew re- 
spected for his fine personal qualities. 

The geological works published by Dr. Anderson were, — ' On the Be- 
mains c? Man in the Superficial Drift,' ' The Course of Creation,' ' The 
Geology of Fifeshire,' " TheGe<dorv of Scotland,*' in the Eev. Dr. Tavlor's 
' History of Scotland,' and ' Dura Den,' a mono^jTaph of that remarkable 
fosnliferous locality. Dr. Anderson, too, took a lively interest in the loctl 
afinrs of his district, and in the antiquities of his parish. He was ako the 
promoter of a motion in the General Assembly of 1860, for making the 
study of natural science compulsory on students of the Established Church* 
The testimonv paid to his individual worth by the writer in the Edinburgh 
paper refelrea to, will find a ready response in the hearts of all who knew 
nim. 
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COREESPONDENCE. 



JBeMtaraiion of FUritpit, 

Mj dear Sir, — I shoald like, with your permiFsion, to make a remark 
npon the Eev. Huf^h Mitchell's interestrnf^ letter and sketch of Pteraapis. It 
seems to me that the specimen there sketched agrees with Professor Hux- 
ley's restoration (given in a former letter) in all particulars, saying the ab- 
sence of lateral cornua, the form of the terminal angles, and the presence of 
the two large apertures which Mr. Mitchell has drawn in his letter. These 
differences are, I think, to be accounted for by the imperfect condition of 
Mr. Mitchell's specimen. I have seen some hundred specimens of Pteraspis 
with the lateral oomua and with no posterior apertures, but in eyery ooint 
agreeing with Professor Huxley's restoration. I haye also seen some nun- 
dreds of specimens in a fracpientary condition, showing no comua, no 
spine, no rostrum, and often snowing apertures in the test, caused by frac- 
ture ; but most palnontologists will, I think, agree with me in considering 
the more perfect specimens as indicating the true form of the shield or 
Pteraspis, and will attach no weight to the negative eyidence of imperfect 
specimens. The restorations of Tteraspis giyen by Mr. Mitchell in May 
last, differ as much from the present one as it does from Professor Huxley's. 
In the former restoration there was no rostrum and no spine ; but the ais- 
coyery of fresh specimens has shown that the Scottish Pteraspides did 
possess spines and rostra like their English brethren. No douot a little 
time will suffice to show that they also possessed lateral comua and a form 
of the central disk, in nowise difltering from that of the English specimens. 

With regard to the under surface of the head of Pteraspis, even the 
great abundance of specimens in Herefordshire has afforded no eyidence, 
saye that of a negatiye character, and it seems to be a fair oonclnsion that 
it was unprotected ; the mouth being placed as in the sturgeon, and per- 
haps of the same suctorial character. I may observe here, that in August 
last I obtained the fint specimen of the scales of Pteraspis, from a auarry 
in Herefordshire. They are similar to those of the dorsal series of Cepha- 
laspis, and are attached to a portion of the cephalic shield.* 

Truly yours. 

E. KaT LiLNKESTBR. 



PROCEEDINGS OF GEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES. 



Civil Enoinbbrs.*— «7antfary 26.—" On the East 
Thames and the Wash Estuaries." By Mr. J. B. Redi 



Coast between the 
Redman, C.E.— The ob- 
ject of this paper, like that of 1852 on the South Coast, was to describe the 
characteristics of a range of coast within certain limits, to trace the changes 
produced by constant natural causes, and the resultant influences on the 
yarious harboun ; those of Harwich, Orford, Southwold, Yarmouth, Blake- 
ney. Wells, and Brancaster being mainly dependent on such natural bar- 
riers as those described ; as also weir improyement, or deterioration, which 

* A eommanication on the diaoovery of these acslei hu been addreiaed to the Geolo- 
gical Society. 
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in some instances, as at Yarmouth, by judiciouslj constmeted works, ma- 
terial improvement was effected, and as at Orford, where no assistance was 
rendered, great changes occurred, or as at Harwich, where, from constant 
progressive change, it was difficult to speculate on the ultimate result of 
the continued operation of natural agencies, unchecked by works of a con- 
servative character. 

Gbolooical Socibty.— Jan. 20.— 1. " Observations on supposed Gla- 
cial Drift in the Labrador Peninsula, Western Canada, and on the South 
Branch of the Saskatchewan." By Professor H. Y. Hind, Trinitv Col- 
lege, Toronto. — During an exploration of a part of the interior of the La- 
brador peninsula, in 1861, the author had an opportuiiitv of observing the 
magnitude, distribution, and extraordinary numoer of the boulders on the 
flanks of the tableland of that area; and he commenced this paper with 
a detailed account of the results of his observations, refemng also to the 
forced arrangement of blocks of limestone, shale, and Laurentian rocks in 
Boulder-clay at Toronto, and on the south branch of the Saskatchewan. 
Professor flind then described briefly the Driftless Area, in Wisconsin, 
discovered by Prof. J. D. Whitney, and the conclusions to which that 
geologist has been led by the study of this district. He next adverted to 
the beaches and terraces about the great lakes, and considered their origin 
to be similar to that suggested by Mr. Jamieson for the Pai*allel Roads of 
Glen Boy. The formation of anchor-ice in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and 
at the heads of rapids in the great river itself, was alluded to as one of the 
means by which nver-beds may be excavated. The parallelism of escarp- 
ments in America, at great distances apart, and at elevations varying from 
600 feet to 3000 feet ^>ove the sea, was next described, and their symme- 
trical arrangement suggested to be the result of glacial rivers undermining 
the soft strata of sedimentary rocks in advance of the glacial mass itself. 
These escarpments were also thought to represent dinerent and closely- 
succeeding glacial epochs. 

2. " Notes on the Drift-deposits of the Valley of Oie Severn, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Coalbrookdale and Bridgenorth." By Mr. George Maw. — 
The patches of drift occurring in the Valley of the Severn from about four 
miles below Bridgenorth up to Shrewsbury, includinj|[ a north and south 
range of about twenty miles, have been carefully exammed by the author, 
and were described in detail in this paper. Commencing with Strethill, a 
hill close to the entrance of Coalbrookdale, the author described the 
several beds which make up the drift-deposits of which it is composed, 
and gave a list of the rocks which he had found in them. In the same 
manner he described in succession the neighbouring districts in which the 
driftr deposits are exhibited, and gave a list of the fossils which had been 
found in the beds at the different localities. In conclusion, Mr. Maw put 
forward some hypotheses as to the period when the degradation of the 
older formations (the materials of which compose the Drift) took place, the 
manner in which the Drift was deposited, the extent of the submergence 
of England and Wales during the period of its deposition, and the mflu- 
ence of glaciers and glacier-action in its production. 

Februarvd. — 1. " On the Permian Eocjcs of the North-West of England, 
and their Extension into Scotland." By Sir B. I. Murchison and Prof. 
Harkness. — In this paper the authors propounded a new view of the compo- 
sition of the Permian Group in the north-west of England ; by rearrangement 
of the rocks involved in this change in classification, they were enabled to 
place the Permian strata of Great Britain in direct correlation with those of 
the Continent. This new feature in British classification is the assign- 

yOL, TII. T 
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ment of a large amount of Hed 8andBtone*in the north-weatem counties to 
tue Permian period, and ita removal from the New Bed Sandatone, or 
Trias formation, to which it has hitherto been assigned in all geological 
maps. The authors showed that these Eed Sandstones are cloeely and 
conformably united with the Magnesian Limestone or ita equivalent, and 
form the natural upper limit of the Palaeozoic deposits. They thus affirmed 
that a tripartite arrangement of the Permian rocks holds good in West- 
moreland, Cumberlano, and Lancashire, and that the three subdivisions are 
correlative with those formerly shown by Sir R. I. Murchison to exist in 
the Permian deposits of Germany and Kussia ; thus proving the inappli- 
cability of the term Dyas to this group of rocks. 

The difference, in lithological details, of the Permian rocks of the north- 
west of England from those on the opposite flank of the Pennine chain, 
was next adverted to ; and it was observed that, with so vast a dissimilarity 
in their lithological development in England, we need not be surprised at 
finding still greater diversities in Germany and Russia. 

The discovery, by Professor Harkness, in the central member of this 
siliceous group in Westmoreland, of numerous fossil plants identical with 
the species of the Kupfer Schiefer in Germany, and in the Marl-alate of 
the Magnesian Limestone of Durham, was given as a strong proof of the 
correctness of the author *8 conclusions. 

The comparative scarcity of igneous rocks, and the evidence of powerful 
chemical action in the Permian strata of Britain, is contrasted with their 
abundance in deposits of that age in Germany ; but proofs are nevertheless 
brought forward to show that the haematite of Cumberland and Lancashirs 
was formed in the early accumulation of the Permian deposits. 

In describing in detail the diflerent members of the Permian group of 
the north-west of England, the authors define the downward and upward 
limit of the strata which have undergone dolomiiization ; for whilst certain 
bands of calcareous breccia (the " brockrum" of the natives), which occur in 
the central portion of the series, contain much magnesia, the lower breccias, 
composed of the same mountain-limestone fragments, have no trace of it ; 
nor IS it to be detected in the Upper Member, or St. Bees Sandstone. 

A large collection of rocks and fossils from Victoria, Australia, pre- 
aented to the Society by A. R. Selwyn, Esq., was exhibited. 

February 19.— Annual General Meeting. Prof. A. C. Ramsay, F.R.S., 
President, in the chair. — The Secretary read the Reports of the Council 
of the Museum and Library Committee. The increase in the numbers of 
the Society, and the state of the Society's finances, were considered to be 
extremelv satisfactory. The President announced the award of the Wol- 
laston Grold Medal to Sir Roderick Impey Murchison, £.C.B., etc., for 
his many distin^ished serrices to palseozoic geology, especially (1) for his 
great work entitled tlie * Silurian System ; ' (2) for his important work 
• On the Geology of ivussia ; ' and (3) for his remarkable discovery of the 
true relations of all the rocks beneath the Old Red Sandstone that form 
the Highlands of Scotland ; and, in handing the medal to the eminent 
recipient, he took occasion to review briefly the influence of these various 
labours on the progress of geological science. Sir Roderick Murchison, 
on receiving the medal, expressed his deep sense of the honour which had 
been done him by the Society, and which was enhanced by its being com- 
municated to him through his friend and colleague Professor Ramsay. 
The President then stated that the balance of the proceeds of the WoUas- 
ton Donation Fund had been awarded to M. Deshaves, to assist him in his 
work on the Mollusca of the Paris Basin, and in testimony of the high 
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esteem in which the Geological Society hold those labours, and placed it, 
together with a diploma to that effect, in the hands of the Foreign Secre- 
tary, for transmission to M. Deshayes. Dr. Falconer thanked the So- 
ciety on behalf of his distinguished mend, and stated that he should have 
much pleasure in conveying to him this mark of the Society's approbation. 

The President then proceeded to read his Anniversary Aaaress, pre- 
facing it with biographical notices of lately deceased Fellows of the Society, 
namely, Lucas Barrett, Esq., the Marquis of Lansdowne, John Taylor, Esq., 
Professor E. Mitscherlioh, and S. P. Pratt, Esq. ; he also gave a sketch of 
the chief labours of the late Bev. Stephen Hislop. In the address, the Pre- 
aident discussed the breaks in succession of the British mesozoic strata ; 
thus endeavouring to discover how far, and in what manner, the same kind 
of reasoning as that employed in the last address is applicable to Secondary 
formations. First, however, he examined the numerical relations which 
different classes of animals bore to one another in paleozoic times, com- 
paring them with their development in Secondary epochs. The general 
conclusion arrived at was, that a long interval of time, often stratigraphi- 
cally unrepresented, is an invariable accompaniment of a break in the 
succession of species ; and the more special inference was that, in cases of 
superposition, in proportion as the species are more or less continuous, — that 
is to say, as the break in life is partial or complete, first in the species, but 
more importantly in the loss of old and the appearance of new genera, so 
was the interval of time shorter or longer that elapsed between the dose 
of the lower and the commencement orthe upper formation. 

The ballot for the Council and officers was taken, and the following were 
duly elected for the ensuing year : — Fresident : W. J. Hamilton, Esq., 
F.K.S. Vice-Presidents : E. A. C. God win- Austen, Esq., F.R.S.; Edward 
Meryon, M.B. ; J.Carrick Moore, Esq., F.E.S. ; Sir E. I. Murchison, 
K.C.B., F.E.S. Secretaries : P. Martin Duncan, M.B. ; Warington W. 
Snayth, Esq., M.A., F.R.S. Foreign Secretary : Hugh Falconer, M.D., 
F.K.S. Treasurer ; Joseph Prestwich, Esq., F.R.S. Council : John J. 
Bigsby, M.D.; Robert Chambers, Esq., F.R.S.E. & L.S.; P. Martin 
Duncan, M.B. ; Robert Etheridge, Esq. ; John Evans, Esq., F.S.A.; Rev. 
Robert Everest ; Hugh Falconer, M.D., F.R.S. ; R. A. C. Godwin- Austen, 
Esq., F.R.S. ; William John Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S. ; J. Gwyn Jeffreys, 
Esq. ; M. Auguste Laugel ; Sir Charles Lyell, F.R.S. k L.S. ; Robert 
Mallet, Esq., C.E., F.R.S.; Edward Meryon, M.D.; John Carrick 
Moore, Esq., F.R.S.; Professor John Morris; Sir R. I. Murchison, 
K.C.B., F.R.S. ; Joseph Prestwich, Esq., F.R.S. ; Professor A. C. Ram- 
say, F.R.S. ; Warington W. Smyth, Esq., M.A., F.R.S. ; Alfred Tylor, 
Esq., F.L.S. ; Rev. Thomas Wiltshire, M.A. ; S. P. Woodward, Esq. 

February 24. — 1. "On further Discoveries of Flint Implements and 
Fossil Mammalia." By Mr. J. Wyatt, of Bedford. 

The oj)ening of a section at Summerhouse Hill gave the author an 
opportunity of ascertaining whether the gravels at that Lower Level ex- 
hibited any features different from those of the Upper Level at Biddenham. 
Although, as might have been expected, sume oi the species of mammals 
were found to be common to the two localities, yet that under notice fur- 
nished some species of mammals, as well as of shells, together with a few 
types of flint implements, differing from those met with at higher levels. 
Mr. Wyatt described the section at Summerhouse Hill in detail, showing 
that it tended to support Mr. Prestwich*s opinions respecting the formation 
of gravel-beds ; he also described the flint implements he had recently 
found, comparing them with known specimens from the Valley of the 
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Somme and elsewhere ; and he stated that he iraa now enabled to add 
two new localities near Bedford — Sommerhoose Hill and Honey HiU^ 
to those already known as having furnished similar weapons. 

2. " On some Seeent Discoveries of Flint Implements in Drift Deposits 
in Hants and Wilts." By Mr. John Evans. 

Flint implements having recentlv been found on the seashore, about 
midway between Southampton and Grosport, by Mr. James Brown, of 
Salisbury, and also at Fisherton, near Sahsbur^, oy Dr. H. P. Blackmore, 
of that place,* the author visited these localities in company with Mr. 
Prestwich, and gave the results of his observations in this paper. 

After describing the implements from near Southampton, and having 
shown that their condition is identical with that of the materials composing 
the gravel capping the adjacent cliff, Mr. Evans proceeded to review the 
evidence of tne ^reat antiquity of these remains, which rested mainly on 
the circumstance that these gravel-beds, like those of Beculver, are of flu<r 
viatile origin, idthough now abutting on the sea. 

In like manner the author then described the Fisherton implements, 
and the gravel-pits from which they were obtained. The relation of the 
high-level gravels (in which the implements were found) to the lower-level 
gravels of the valley of the Avon was next discussed, and the eeological 
features of the former deposits particularly described, lists of tne fossils 
(including mammalia and land and freshwater shells) being also given. 
Mr. Evans came to the conclusion that the fossils bore evidence of the cli- 
mate, at the time when they were deposited, having been more rigorous, at 
any rate in the winter, than it now is ; and to this cause he attributed the 
comparatively greater excavating power of the early Postpliocene rivers. 

MAsrcHBSTEB PHILOSOPHICAL SociETY. — January 12, 1864. — The Presi- 
dent, Mr. Binney, made some remarks on the Lancashire and Cheshire 
Drift. In the year 1841 he first attempted to class the drift-deposits 
found in the neighbourhood of Manchester, in a small paper with a map, 
which he prepared for the Statistical Society of Manchester. In that me- 
moir he divided the foreign drift in the ascending order : — (1) Lower sand 
and gravel ; (2) till ; (3) upper sand and gravel ; and he described the more 
modern deposits found in valleys ; (4) as valley gravel. This order he 
adopted in a paper read before the Manchester Geological Society on the 
22nd December, 1842, " Notes on the Lancashire and Cheshire Drift," and 
printed by that Society in their Proceedings of 184^. In that paper, in 
treating of the uppeif beds of sand and gravel, he says, " At Mancnester, it 
(the higher drift) is composed of lower gravel, till, and sand and gravel ; 
while at Heywood and Poynton, near the base of the Pennine chain, the 
beds of sand and gravel are parted by several beds of loam and clay.*' 
Again, in speaking of No. 3 deposit, he says, " The gently-rising lands of 
the two counties are generally composed of this deposit. It varies much 
both in its composition and thickness. Near the sea at Ormskirk. the till 
is sometimes found without it ; but as you proceed to the east it makes its 
appearance, and gradually thickens until it attains its greatest thickness 
near the base of the Pennine chain : not only does it increase in thickness, 
but it becomes more complex, and contains beds of clay, marl, and loam of 
severalyards in thickness. The country lying between Manchester, Bolton, 
Bury, Bochdale, Ashton, and Stockport, for the most part is upon it, and 
forms one great sandbank, which continues south into Cheshire." The same 

* This discovery has been recorded already in the * Geologist,* and we trust the ac- 
kaowledgment will be duly made in the Quarterly Joaroal of the Society. 
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olassification he adopted id two papers — one on the Drift of MaDchester, 
and the other on the same deposits at Blackpool — printed in vols. viii. and z. 
of the Society's Memoirs, as well as in a paper printed in the Manchester 
Geological Society's Transactions for June, 1862. 

Mr. Hull, in hfs communication, read at the last meeting of the Society, 
diTided the higher drift deposits into (in descending order) : — " (1) Upper 
Boulder Clay ; (2) Middle Sand and Gravel ; and (3) Lower Boulder Clay. 
The Nos. 2 and 3 had been described by the President as also a lower bed of 
sand and gravel, of whose existence he (Mr. Hull) had considerable doubts, 
and considered it as merely accidental." Now, in his (the President's) 
paper on the Drift of Manchester, eleven sections of wells and bores are 

S'ven, and in ten of those the lower sand and gravel had been met with; thus 
lowing that it can soaroely be considered as merely accidental, as Mr. Hull 
states. In many other sections since examined in Lancashire, this deposit 
has also been found under the till. With regard to the upper bed of boulder 
claj, to which the President had alluded, Mr. Hull considered it to be 
quite as important as the lower, both in thickness and area. 

Ihe old term " till " is as sood as that of boulder clay, and as it has been 
long used there is not much use in changing it. During the last twenty 
Tears he had collected many facts, which he mtended to pnblish when he 
had completed his collection, but these did not show one bed of day or 
marl which could be called upper boulder day, but several ; in fact, tnere 
were numerous intercalations of it in the sand and gravel, one of which he 
had seen oconrring at Kersall Moor, entirely surrounded by sand. To 
show the complexity of these deposits, and the difficulty of reaucing them 
to two, he gave two sections, one near Hyde and the other at Outwood» 
where the following strata were met with :-* 

HYDB. OUTWOOD. 

Feet in. Feet in. 

Clay 11 Bog 11 

Qaickaand 2 6 Cluicksand 53 3 

Strong marl 22 6 Bock leaf marl 81 2 

Quicksand 2 6 Red saud Hnd gravel with a yard 

Loam with pebbles 12 6 of clay in it 15 

Buck leaf marl 19 Toad-back marl ...... 32 S 

Pry sand 9 Gravel 8 

Quicksand and loam 6 Coal-measnres ■ 

Gravel 8 145 8 

Loam 7 6 

Gravel and sand 8 

Clay and loam 15 6 

Grovel and soft metal containing 

pebbles 10 

Coal-meaaare$ ■ 

124 

From the position of the Outwood section in a slight depression, and the 
higher grounds adjoining being capped with a bed of clay containing peb- 
bles eight or ten feet in thickness, another deposit of clay should be placed 
on its top. Thus, in one case there are six beds of boulder clay, and in 
the other only three. These are two of the many instances which could be 
adduced, and suggest caution in attempting to classify these deposits with- 
out collecting and consulting numerous sections. 

Manchester Gbolooical Society,— Januarj^ 19.— Mr. Dickinson, 
one of her Majesty's Inspectors of Mines, read a paper on " Modern and 
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Scriptural Geology." He had for many years endeavoured to reconcile 
the commonly-received geological theories with the Scriptural account of 
the creation of the world, and it was only after repeatedly returning to the 
subject that he had come to a simple view, which he believed was alike in 
accordance with observed facts and Scriptural record. He considered that 
the modern theories as to the formation of the earth involved many im- 

Srobabilities. With the exception of pumice-stone, ^hich might be pro- 
uced by the local spontaneous combustion of some of the productions of 
the eartn, occasioned by heat, friction, or chemical change, all things ap- 
peared to have originally been in a watery state. Even now rocks were 
so moist that a current of air driven through them at once became satu- 
rated ; and the soft moist nature of rocks was further proved by the stria- 
tions which were exhibited wherever the continuity of rocks had been dis- 
located. There were no remains of surfaces like that which covered now the 
earth ; no beds of rivers ; and as to the so-called denudation, rocks thou- 
sands of feet, nay, even miles in depth, would be wanting to account for 
the present alluvial deposit. Immense blocks of the denuded rocks would 
have remained. The pebbles and boulders were insufficient to account for 
what had disappeared ; besides, a striking relationship existed between the 

Scbbles and the underlying and adjacent strata. These pebbles, he be- 
eved, did not drift by glaciers, but were formed on the spot. The Scrip- 
tural account of the creation led him to suppose that water was the first 
element ; that following the creation of lignt, which was the first day's 
work, expansion commenced ; force had thus begun, and with the light 
apparently came chemical action, electricity, magnetism, heat, motion, and 
the like. Parts aggregated and repelled, until what we call the firmament 
was made. The waters then divided, part went above, and part went be- 
low, the latter being called the earth. Scripture also told them that every 
plant of the field and herb of the earth was in the earth before it grew, 
and this would account for fossil remains in whatever part of the structure 
of the earth they might be found. He considered that the earth was now in 
the same state as it existed after the dividing of the waters, and the stria- 
tions on surface-rocks were the result of ordinary friction when in a soft 
■^» when the waters divided. When the earth was cut into, there was 
a freshness about it which showed that it had seldom been disturbed in 
prehistoric times, and which refuted the notion that the world was any 
older than the period assigned by Scripture. The paper did not meet with 
a very flattering reception, but the author " knew of old what it was to ex- 
press sentiments that were contrary to those commonly received as the 
fashion of the day." 

Geological Societt of Dublin.— Ja«. 13.— Professor J. B. Jukes, 
f . J1.&., in the chair. 1. « An Attenapt to calculate the Duration of Time 
involved m Geological Epochs." rfy the Bev. Professor Haughton.— 
ixeologwts having got into the habit of speaking of long periods of time 
^n^ !![• ?® vagueness, he thought it a point of interest to consider how 
ha/pnnr/^' '''''^^ ^^''^ ^^^*^^ '>'' ^^^ globe. If we admit that the earth 
it fs ev^Hpnf r^f ^"""^ * ^f*®^"* condition to ito present solid consistence, 
t Lumeiitom^^^ ^^^'^Id '^ot have existed on the earth until 

thSn^^^ ^^«t geologists were acquainted with 

KEe^r^lr^";^ "^^ ^^f ^ ^*^o, th^t the earth hfas not cooled 
Tthe fift of Jo^^^^^^ thetimeof Joseph. His proof is founded 

h?m t^E^Dt somp^^ fr^°^ J*<'ol>^ ^^ the present sent to 

noTbeaf fc^huatTd^^^^^^ "'^'''^ ''^^ ^^« *^ Palestine, Ld which will 
oc near a climate diffenng m any way from that of Palestine at the pre- 
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sent dAj, Hence we see that the earth is only losing heat rery slowly 
now. Professor BiscfaoflT, of Bonn, made some experiments on the rate of 
eooling of basalt, and on these Professor HelmholtE had founded a calcula- 
tion, by means of which he proved that the period which a globe of basalt 
of the size of the earth would take to cool from 2000° G. to 200° 0. would 
be 350,000,000 of years. This calculation he would assume ; and, as the 
extreme limits of temperature to which his reasoning would apply, he 
would take 122° F. and 77° F. The first is the temperature at which albu- 
men coagulates, and therefore no animal could live at that temperature, as 
its blood would be coagulated. As the lower limit he would taxe the tem- 
perature of 77° F., which had been admitted to have been the probable 
temperature of these islands at the time of deposition of tiie Lonaon clay, 
Proressor Heer, of Zurich, had lately expressed his opinion that the tem- 
perature of Switzerland during the Miocene epoch was between 67^ and 
72°, and that period was subsequent to the London clay. Assuming 
these limits, and the period above-named (360,000,000 years), as his data, 
he found that the earth, if it be supposed to be made of basalt, would 
require 1,280,000,000 years to cool through the required space. This 
reasoning was based on the well-known law of cooling of a heated body ; 
and it was obvious to every one that the second period must be much 
longer than the first one, as tne hotter a body is the faster it will cool. In 
this period we have space enough for tibe wildest phantasies of geologists. 
Professor Haughton aid not conceive that changes of climate; produced by 
alteration in the relative positions of land and water, could account for the 
facts discovered by Sir L. M*Clintock about the fossils of the Arctic re- 
gions, nor did he now believe that the axis of the earth had changed its 
position. 

2. "On the recent Discovery of Bones of the Polar Bear in Lough Gur, 
coun^ Limerick ; with Observations on their Comparison with Bones of 
the Cave Bear, in the collection of the Earl of Inniskillen." By Dr. 
Carte. — The locality whence the specimen was derived was a very famous 
one for such remains. The lake was remarkable for being supplied from 
springs, as there was no stream flowing into it ; and as tnere were 
caves in the district, and throughout the wnole country from that to Mit- 
chelstown, it might perhaps be found that the lake was the site of an old 
flat-roofed cave, and that the animals whose bones were found there, and 
which belonged to the ordinary cave species, had lived in the district. 
They could not have been brought by drift, as the countrjr was quite free 
from that deposit. It appears that the margin of the lake is studded with 
stone circles and other structures of antiquarian interest. The bones are 
found round an island in the lake, called Ganet Island, in shallow water. 
The whole lake is shallow, and has been much reduced in depth during 
the last few jears by being drained by an artificial cut. The country 
people had raised several tons of bones, and sold them as manure. They 
consisted of a very heterogeneous assemblage of animals, such as deer, 
pigs, horses, cows, dogs, goats, sheep, etc.. witn stone celts, and fragments 
of human skulls ; the latter of various ages, some very recent. Two species 
of bears had been found fossil in Ireland — viz. the cave bear ( Unnts ipe- 
laus) and the brown bear ( Ur$UH arcios), and that he believed that the 
subject of the present paper formed a third, viz. the Ursus maritimwi. 

BoTAL School of Mines. — Db. Peect's Lectttses on Chemical 
Geology.— Lectueb II., December 12, 1863.— In the first lecture, the 
Bubject of silicon, one of the chief components of the solid crust of the 
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earth, wm eonaidered. This mlicon has only of late been carefully studied. 
It is certainly one of the most remarkable and important elements which 
we possess. It occurs, as will be remeinbefed, m three distinct forms ; 
the puWerulont state, or amorphous condition of silicon, which is ex- 
tremely divided, and perfectly non-crystalline. It is in the form of a 
chocolate-brown powder, and it is indeed onlj recently that we have seen 
silicon in the crystallized state. We have it next in the graphitoidal 
state, or state resembling graphite. It occurs in the production of alu- 
minium, or, at all events, it was first discovered in the making of aluminium 
by a particular process. It appears in the form of six-sided prisms, having 
a more or less metallic lustre and a dark bluish-black colour. Then we 
have what is termed the octahedral form of silicon. In many characteriatice 
it is very similar to the graphitoidal. In colour, for example, one can hardly 
distinguish between the two. It crystallizes in the regular cubical system 
to which the regular octahedral belongs, ^ow, it is a curious thing that 
there is a remarkable analogy between silicon and carbon. Every chemist 
knows that there are very small chemical relations existing between the 
two i but with regard to the particMilar states in which the elements occur, 
we find an analogy obtaining. Thus, we have common charcoal, which is 
the amorphous or non-crystalline form of carbon ; we have the amorphous 
or non-crystalline form of silicon ; we have the graphitic form of carbon, 
exactly corresponding to the so-called graphitoidal form of silicon ; lastly, 
we have the diamond, which is the crystalline form of carbon, and corre- 
sponds exactly to the octahedral form of silicon. In fact, silicon in this 
state has been called the silicon diamond. 

How this silicon can be obtained belongs rather to purely chemical in- 
vestigation. There is a compound, well known to chemists, called silico- 
fiuonde of potassium or sodium. The transparent, colourless gas, consisting 
of fluorine and silicon, combines with potassium or sodium, mrming a defi- 
nite white salt — silico -fluoride of potassium or sodium. If we bring in 
contact with that salt some sodium or potassium, and also add a little 
common zinc, and heat the mixture, silicon is separated — displaced from 
its combination with fluorine by the sodium, and is immediately caught by 
the metallic zinc. The temperature should be such as to keep the zinc in 
a molten state. The silicon so separated dissolves in this molten zinc, 
and, on solidification, it separates more or less completely from the metallic 
mass in a definite, beautiftd, distinct crystalline form, the silicon being 
dissolved through the mass of zinc. Common hydrochloric acid dissolves 
the zinc and leaves the silicon unacted upon. In this way these crystals 
can be obtained. Notwithstanding the powerful affinity of silicon for 
oxygen, and the great exercise of force which it requires to separate the 
oxygen from the silicon in the state in which they are combined in silica, 
yet, when the silicon is separated, it is astonishing how remarkably stable 
it is. It may bo exposed to the air for an indefinite time without under- 
going the least change. You may heat it, indeed, to a very high tempe- 
rature, even with access of air, yet it shall not be oxidized. You may 
expose it to the action of various strong chemical reagents, and yet it 
shall undergo no change. It is extremely remarkable that a body which 
possesses such a strong affinity for oxygen, and requires the exercise of so 
much force to separate it from oxygen, should be so stable when separated 
as we find it to be. Exposed to a high temperature it fuses. A specimen 
of fused silicon was exhibited, furnished by Mr. Matthey, of Hatton 
Garden. This silicon is now playing a very important part in certain 
metallurgical operations. For instance, in the smelting of iron we find 
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pig-iron prodnoed in various fiirnacea containinf^ a considerable portion of 
liUcon, sometimes even as muoh as eight per cent., and frequently three 
or foar per cent. The presence of it in iron modifies the properties of 
the latter considerably. It combines readily enough with copper. If we 
take a little copper or iron in a more or less divided state, say in the form 
of filings, and mix these filings with common sand (a compound of silicon 
and oxygen), and add an excess of charcoal, making a mixture of the 
three, and let the amount of charcoal and sand be such that, when we ex- 
pose the mixture in a cracible to a high temperature sufficient to melt the 
copper or the iron, as the case may be, there should be sufficient of this 
mixture to retain the metal difiused through the mass, and then expose 
the mixture to a high temperature for a few hours — all the silica, under 
the conioined influence of the carbon and the metal, is decomposed, the 
earbon la]^ing hold of the oxygen, and escaping in the form of carbonic 
oxide, while the silicon is set free, combining with the metal. Common 
copper treated in this way — heated with sand and charcoal for a long 
time — ^undergoes a great change in its external appearance. It has no 
longer the red colour of copper, but has the appearance of bronze, which 
is a mixture of copper and tin. It is so like the bronze of which our guns 
are composed, that an inexperienced eye would not distinguish the one 
from the other when they are side by side. It is a very valuable alloy, so 
that you see that silicon may plfty ft ^ery important part even in the 
common arts of this country. To give another illustration of the fusion 
of silica. Platinum is a metal which requires a very high heat for its fu- 
sion. If we heat silicon in contact with platinum at a high temperature, 
no change will take place ; but add a bit of charcoal, and repeat the expe- 
riment. The silica instantly becomes reduced under these conditions, and 
the silicon set free combines with the platinum, forming a very fusible 
compound. 

. Tne lecturer added a few more words concerning the proofs — ^the mine- 
ralogical or geological proofs — relating to the aqueous origin of crystallized 
silica, and wey are very conclusive. Let us look at our mineralogical 
cabinets, and examine the specimens of quartz which we find therein. One 
was exhibited, a very small one, which, when examined minutely, was 
found to surround a mineral called h»matite, consisting of peroxide of 
iron and water — a mineral which loses its water at a very low temperature. 
There it was, embedded in the quarto, clearly showing that the quartz 
never could have been exposed to a high temperature. Here is another 
mineral, carbonate of iron, embedded in the quartz, and the existence of 
this and the peroxide clearly shows that that quartz never could have been 
exposed to a high temperature, and supports the conclusion at which we 
have arrived touching its aqueous origin. Then we find incrustations 
which lead to the same conclusion. 

With regard to amorphous silica, there is no doubt whatever about its 
aqueous origin. We can trace its origin in the clearest and most distinct 
way. In Iceland, for example, it is abundantlv produced in the geysers. 
Here is a specimen which has been obtained from that source. Then, 
again, here is a specimen of granite from Iceland, on which is deposited a 
thin film of silica, having a pearly lustre. There is no one who will ven- 
ture to say that that could have been thrown down on to the granite 
except by the agency of water. The specimens are very small in them- 
selves, but, nevertheless, they speak very eloquentl^r of the origin of silica, 
and tell an important tale, small as they are. Here is a very characteristic 
specimen showing the occurrence of crystalline quartz in two states on the 
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reiy same oortion of thU mineral. One is the chakedonic, or apparenUy 
non-crystalline. The lecturer used the word apparently, because the sub- 
stance hss been found to be composed of minute ciybtals. Close in con- 
tact with this is the other state, which is more or less non-crystalline; and 
then occurs a sort of granite deposit, which, seen under a magnifying; glass 
of high power, is seen to consist of distinctly crystalline quarts. Amor- 
phous silica exists in the shells of living infusoria ; and it is found also in 
a siliceous concretion met with in the joints of the bamboo, known as 
tabasheer ; it occurs also in petrified wood. 

The lecturer next took up the subject of flint — a subject which has re- 
cently given rise to so much discussion. All were acquainted with the 
discovery of those wonderful nodules of flint in chalk, the formation of 
which is involved in doubt, notwithstanding that they are associated with 
the presence of sponge, and so on. There are, however, chemical difficul- 
ties which arise, and which will rec|uire much time to solve completely. 
When we take one of these dsrk flints, and expose it gradually to a tem- 
perature which we bring at last to a bright reduess, it becomes very tender 
and fragile, and it would become especiuly fragile and nerfectly opaque if 
heat were rapidly applied. It is in this way that the nints prepared for 
the use of potters are rendered fragile in the first instance, preparatory to 
grinding. Now when we examine specimens of flints we are frequently 
struck with an opaque white outer film, where the flint has lain in contact 
with chalk. This film or rind, if I may so call it, extends to a considerable 
depth. Well, what is it? Is there any chemical diflerence between this 
wliite rind and the inner dark portion of unchanged flint P This is a ques- 
tion which we have examined with some care, and by the aid of the most 
careful chemical analysis we are unable to detect anv sensible difiereacw 
between the two. Ine only conclusion therefore is, that the diflerence of 
appearance is owing to some molecular change ; but how it is excited the 
lecturer was not prepared to say — whether by the slow operation of time, 
or whether, perhaps, by simple vibrations. It has often struck me, with 
regard to the flints which I have seen on the seashore, which have pre- 
sented a white appearance, that possibly that appearance may have been 
caused by some operation of that kind ; but upon that point he spoke witK 
the greatest possible reserve. It is of very great importance to know 
exactlv the effect of weathering upon the surface of flints, especially witt 
regard to the great question now agitating the public mind concerning 
primeval man. Here is one of those wonderful things hewn out of flint 
by our rude forefsrthers, for the loan of which he was indebted to his friend 
iJr. Falconer. It presents a fracture at one end, which is very diflfereiit 
from the contiguous portion ; but at another portion there was observed 
to be the characteristic dark appearance of these ordinary flints. He had 
been examining this specimen, and upon the whole he thought it roust 
have been long exp ised, subject to some condition by which the surface 
has been changed. Then comes the question, whether it is possible to 
imitate these signs of age upon counterfeits of ancient flint implements. 
He thought a few experiments would very soon settle the point whether 
it is possible to give a surface very much resembling that nhich we find in 
these old weapons, by some chemical means. 

With regard to the permeability of these flints by liquids, it is astonish- 
ing how pervious they are. If we immerse flint in sulphate of indigo and 
water, and keep it there some weeks, the indigo will penetrate to some 
depth. 

It has been alleged, and it is a point of some importance, that silica may 
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be Yolatilized, especially by the agency of steam. Every chemist knows 
that boracic acid, whicn is a fixed l)ody, may, by the agency of steam, be 
vaporised to a considerable extent. A case of the voktilization of flint 
vas recorded some years ago by Mr. Julius Jeffreys. It occurred in a 
potter's kiln in India. His statement have been repeated by many jour* 
nalists, both British and forei^p. It is important that we should examine 
the ground upon which he amyed at his conclusion. He allowed a large 
quantity of steam to pass through a potter's kiln, of which the tempera- 
ture more than sufficed to melt pig-iron, and he afterwards observed round 
the opening of the kiln from which the steam escaped, several pounds of 
silica deposited in the form of snow. In commenting upon this statement, 
Berzelius, who accepted it, adduces as a parallel case the well-known vola- 
tility of boracic acid under the same conditions, and the fact observed by 
Gaudin concerning the volatilization of silica when melted before the 
oxy-hydrogen blowpipe. Now, the lecturer had examined tAl the originid 
statements concerning this allegation, and he must say that the conclusion 
to which he had arrived is, that it is altogether unsatisfactory. There is 
no proof whatever, or, at all events, there is none advanced, that the de- 
posit was silica at all. No analysis was made, and no man is justified, 
without the evidence furnished by analysis, in pronouncing definitely upon 
a point of this kind. Secondljr, admitting that the substance called silica 
was really silica, there is no evidence to show that it was volatilized in the 
way described. We perfectly well know that in metallurgical operations 
a very large amount of finely -divided matter may be carried to a ver^ 
lon^ distance mechanically by gases or vapours floating over it. Volatili- 
sation is something different from the mecnaoical removal of the particles 
of a substance. 

The subject next taken up was one of great interest — aluminium. This 
aluminium plays a most important part in this world, so far as the forma- 
tion of the crust of the earth is concerned. It is one of the chief consti- 
tuents of, and forms an essential ]^t of, aU clay. It exists almost every- 
where in a greater or Jess proportion. It is undoubtedly one of the most 
beautiful elements of which this world is formed, or the external part of 
it rather. 

Aluminium has of late excited a great deal of attention. Formerly it 
was known only very imperfectly, a few grains only having been obtained, 
now it is produced by the hundredweight. The metal has a bluish-grey 
colour, — ^mtermediate between tin and zinc in point of colour, being not 
so white as tin, and less blue than zinc. It is by far the lightest of all 
metals now used in the arts, its specific gravity being in round numbers 
2*5 ; that is to say, whatever measure of water weighs I, the same measure 
of aluminium will weigh 2*6. 

Aluminium has a most powerful affinity for oxygen. When combined 
with that element, it constitutes the well-known base alumina. Like sili- 
con, although it has this strong affinity for oxygen, yet when we succeed 
in detaching it from oxygen, and obtaining it in a compact, solid form, it 
is remarkably stable, and might be exposed indefinitely to the air without 
undergoing oxidation to any extent. When melted, it oxidizes on the 
surface and forms alumina. This acts as a coating, and protects the sub- 
jacent molten metal from further oxidation. 

Aluminium is obtained from a salt termed chloride of aluminium. If 
we take alumina, which is aluminium and oxygen, and heat it with charcoal 
even to a high temperature, we cannot, so tar as we know, succeed in 
eliminating the oxygen and detaching the aluminium ; but if we make the 
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■alt called chloride of alamininm, then we can, by means of a metal haring 
a powerful affinity for the chlorine, succeed in separating the alominiom 
completely. The first process was to take alumininm and mix that with 
charcoal, and then to make the miz*^ure into small pellets. Now, charcoal 
at a high temperature has an affinity for oxygen ; and if we expose that 
mixture of alumina and charcoal at a certain degree of heat to the action 
of chlorine, we then get chloride of alumininm. We hare then two 
affinities coming into play — the affinity of the oxygen for the carbon, and 
of the chlorine for the aluminium, ana by means of this twofold force we 
form this body, having a yellow colour, called chloride of aluminium. 
We then place that chloride of aluminium in a glass vessel, which was 
the way it was formerly prepared, and expel the air by means of a hydro- 
gen gas, and then introduce the vapour ot sodium by a new application of 
heat te the exterior, in contact with the vapour of the' chloride of alu- 
minium. The result is the formation of chloride of sodium or common 
salt, and the separation of the metal. There is one other source of almni* 
nium from a curious mineral called cryolite— one of the highest possiUe 
interest. Here is a specimen from Greenland. This consists of the ele- 
ments fluorine, aluminium, and sodium. Well, to any mineralogist and 
chemist who reflected upon its composition, it would naturally occur that, 
if we could bring that substance into contact with sodium at a high tempe- 
rature, we should produce aluminium. The thought occurred here some 
time ago, and the very first specimen produced was produced in this place. 
That specimen was shown some time ago at the Royal Institution. 

Alumina is a compound of oxygen and aluminium. It contains, in round 
numbers, 63-3 per cent, of aluminium, and, consequently, 46*7 per cent, of 
oxygen, and its chemical symbol is A1,0,. When dry, it forms a white, 
tasteless powder, insipid and insoluble. This powder is fusible only at 
the very highest temperatures we can command ; in fact, it is singularly 
infusible. In that state it is entirely amorphous. It has the property of 
combining with water in several proportions, producing a plastic day-like 
masp. Compounds of this kind occur in nature. One hydrate — that is to 
ssy, one water-compound of alumina— occurs beautiiully crystallized. 
That is the well-known diaspore. Then we have a non-crrstalline variety 
in the form of Gibbsite. Tnis diaspore is a compound of one equivalent 
of alumina and one of water. Giobsite, of which you have a specimen 
before you, is a white, amorphous, or non-crystalline body, and is a com- 
pound of one equivalent of alumina and three of water. Alumina crys- 
tallizes magnificently, producing that glorious mineral (excuse the emphatic 
expression) called corundum, which, when blue, is known to you as sap- 
phire, when red as ruby, when yellow as oriental topaz, and when green 
as emerald. We have here a specimen of corundum which is coloured, 
forming these various minerals respectively. We shall speak of the mode 
of formation presently. 

Alumina acts in the twofold capacity of base and acid — that is to say* 
it unites with acids forming definite salts, and it also acts as an acid 
forming definite salts. It appears as common alum in the first of these 
states. If we take the well-known base magnesia, or lime, or oxide of 
zinc, and mix them with alumina in certain proportions, we get the 
minerals called spinels, the alumina acting as silica would under corre* 
spoiiding circumstances. 

There are various salts of alumina in nature. One of these is wavellite, 
or phosphate of alumina. Alumina may be precipitated easily by taking 
a soluble salt of alumina, dissolving it in water, and adding a little 
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ammonia to it ; it then forms a dense white precipitate. In that state it 
is combined with water. It is perfectly soluble m caustic potash, which 
combines with it, and forms a clear solution. 

As far as we know at present, it does not api>ear that the process of 
dialysis can have played a yery important part with regard to the forma- 
tion of alumina in nature, or rather in the separation of alumina. Pro- 
fessor Graham has spoken of the dialysis of certain salts of alumina. For 
instance, one of these is basic acetate of alumina, which may be decom- 
posed by dialysis. Tbe chloride of aluminium is another. There is, how- 
ever, a salt which he has not examined at present ; that is the sulphate, 
and that is the most likely of all to occur in nature. Therefore, for the 
present, we haye no reason to suppose, fi*om the experiments reported, 
that tluB process has any applicaoility to the formation of alumma in 
nature. 

Now, let ns look at crystalline alumina. This is a subiect which has a 
bearing upon geological phenomena. A minute crystal found in a rock 
shall be a clear exponent of the formation of that rock. However small 
it may be, it shall tell a most eloquent and indisputable story with refer- 
ence to its origin. He thought that what he said was not overstated with 
regard to the formation of some of the mineral constituents, though 
occurring in small quantity in some of our so-called " igneous " rocks. 

The late distinguished, most excellent Professor Ebeimen made nume- 
rous experiments upon the subject of artificially-crystallized alumina. 
He exhibited specimens received from him years ago. They are exceed- 
ingly small, but remarkably characteristic. Here are some small scales of 
alumina crystallized by the operation of fire. The process consists of 
heating alumina, mixed with about three or four times its weight of borax, 
in a small platinum crucible, under certain precautions, in a porcelain 
furnace — a porcelain furnace where we obtam hard porcelain, and not the 
so-called porcelain which we make in this country, and which is made at 
a low temperature. It must be the true China porcelain furnace, such as 
was in operation at Sevres, where he experimented. He exposed the 
borax and dumina at a high temperature in this furnace. The borax dis- 
solved the alumina, and after a time off went the boracic acid and the 
sodium. The crystallized alumina remained at last in brilliant colourless 
scales. This is exceedingly similar to what is obtained at ordinary tempe- 
ratures with liquid solvents. It is only just to the memory of poor old 
Berthier, who died not long ago, to state that the lecturer found, in looking 
over his papers, that he really was the first man to adopt this mode of 
forming mineral substances, and obtaining them in a crystallized state. 
He did not use borax, but he used an equivalent, namely, common salt. 
He formed crystallized silicate of lime and magnesia by exposing them 
with salt on precisely the same principle as when borax is used. We are 
indebted to Deville for that which is now the commonest process, and it is 
a very beautiful one. The operation is performed in a common crucible. 
He lines that with charcoal, which is a common process, — what we cull 
brasquing, — thus making an inner lining of charcoal all the way ; then 
above he puts a little capsule or cupel, made of charcoal, — a little cup- 
shaped piece of charcoal ; he then covers the whole with a charcoal top, 
and afterwards places on the cover, and lutes it down. 

In the lower part of the crucible he puts fluoride of aluminium ; in 
the upper part he puts fused boracic acid. He exposes the whole to a 
high temperature, and the two bodies vaporize. The two vapours come 
into contact, and they actually decompose each other; and the result 
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ia, that the fluorine goes away from the aluminium, and oombinee with 
the boron contained in the ooracic acid, and then escapes as fluoride 
of boron, and the oxygen of the boracic acid unites with the aluminium, 
and forms the beautifully -crjstallixed substance corundum. Here, then, 
we can make sapphire in this way most beautifully. At present oar 
artificers have not directed much attention to it, bub there is no reason 
why, if we carried out this branch of investigation, many of our gems 
might not be produced in this way. 

These crystals are generally rhombohedral, terminated by the &oe8 of 
the regular hexagonal prism, and according to Deville, they possess all 
the optical and crystallographical properties of natural corundum. Well, 
then, by just varying this process, we get the true oriental ruby — ^not the 
lees valuable kind called spinel, but the true characteristic ruby — simply 
by adding a little fluoride of chromium. The process must be conducted 
in an alumina crucible, — the boracic acid must be placed in a platinum 
cupel. Sapphire is produced in exactly the same manner, and the same 
colouring a^ent, namely, fluoride of chromium, is made use of. The rex- 
son of this is very obscure. Side by side we may get some of the crystals 
coloured blue, and some coloured red. The difierence is possibly due 
to a difference in the oxidation of the chromium, but that is a ppint not 
as yet clearly revealed by analysis. It is a very peculiar thing. The same 
thing occurs in certain experiments with glass. We know nothin|( by 
analysis of the colouring-matter of the sapphire. Whatever it is, it 
has escaped detection by analysis. Here, by means of the same colour- 
ing agents, and under the same conditions, or apparently under the same 
conditions, we produce sapphire and ruby. Sometimes we find this 
corundum passing into sapphire, being blue in one part ; and jewellers, in 
setting such things, try with great skul to make it appear that the colour- 
less corundum is coloured, and they set it in such a way that the whole 
shall appear blue. By increasing the proportions of the chromium salt, 
Deville obtains a fine, rich, emerald green — an oriental emerald-green co- 
rundum. This is simply by increasing the quantity of the ckromium. 
Kow, it is very peculiar that we can thus succeed in producing artificially 
one of the finest minerals, except the diamond. The diamond will come 
ultimately, no doubt. 

Now, there is another process contrived by Debrav, which appears to 
answer perfectly well. This consists of calcining phosphate of alumina 
with three or four times its weight of sulphate of soda or potaah. He 
gets, then, tri basic alkaline phosphate and crystallized alumina. 

Alumina may be melted by oxygen and the flame of a spirit-lamp into 
glass-like beads, which are stated to be always more or less crystallme on 
cooling. Gaudin, especially, is the man who, many years ago, experi- 
mented upon this subject. The smallest globules show crystalline faces, 
and they are said to be so hard that their edges will cut glass. Sapphire, 
whether natural or artificial, is the hardest mineral known except the 
diainond. Alumina, when melted in the way spoken of, is said to be very 
liquid. By the addition of a very little chromate of potaah during fusion, 
Gaudin obtained a more or less deeply-coloured red product, similar in 
colour to the natural ruby. It is reported to be more or less crystalline, 
and to possess extreme hardness. 

Now, how does corundum occur in nature? It is interesting to ascer- 
tain this point. It occurs frequently in limestone, forming the so-called 
stratified granite in Newton, in New Jersey, and in New York. It 
occurs in layers with marble, in the gneiss of the Isle of Naxoe, and also 
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similariy in the Isle of Lemnos, and at Magnesia, in Asia Minor. It is 
there associated with magnetic iron or crvsUllized magnetite. It occnrs 
along with diaspore in the dolomite or St. Gothard. It occurs near 
Ephesns, and also in the Isle of Naxos, in the same way. Here are five 
spM^imens -of oomndnm in its opaque, common form. In its finely-divided 
state it is commonly known as emery, which is nothing more than the com- 
mon form of the true sapphire. Some of the analyses of this substance 
give water as an essential constituent, but the sapphire and the ruby are 
nothing more than crystallised alumina without water. But there are 
analyses of some two or three specimens of corundum in which we find 
water given as a constituent. An analysis of corundum from Asia Minor 
gives 3*7 per cent, of water, and an analysis of corundum from India 
gives 3'1 per cent, of water. In these cases, probably, they contained 
diaspore associated with them. There is a difficulty in many of these 
analyses, and we cannot extract rational formul® of the results obtained 
by approximate analysis, because these crystals have the power of enclosing 
withm their mass a very large amount of matter which in no way enters 
into the chemical composition of the mineral itself. It is there as so much 
foreign matter entangled in the crystal, and yet the crystal shall have a 
definite form, and so forth. There is a portion of matter which we must 
not take cognizance of, but we have no means of separating it mechani- 
cally from the mass. It all comes into our results, as we have no way of 
separating this dirt, as metallurgists caII it. 

x^ow for some examples of the so-called aluminates. There is a form of 
ruby which is an aluminate of magnesia. It is coloured a fine rich 
colour, apparently with chromate of potash ; but of course it is not equal 
to the oriental ruby. It consists of one equivalent of magnesia and one 
of alumina. Its formula is, MgOAl^O,, so that you see that the alumina 
contains three times as much oxygen as the magnesia. It may be obtained 
beautifully crystallized, and was so obtained^ by Ebelmcn. It is made 
simply by heating magnesia and alumina with fused boracic acid, with 
the addition of a little chromate of potash. The experiment was made 
in exactly the same way as that with reference to the crystallized alumina 
prepared in the porcelain furnace at Sfevres, near Paris, already spoken 
of. £belmen obtained in this way distinct crystals of aluminate of mag- 
nesia, having a fine ruby-red colour. They are exceedingly small, but 
they are, nevertheless, instructive, small though they be. Then, by 
adding a little cobalt, he obtained crystals of the same form, having the 
characteristic and beautifdl blue colour of the natural mineral. 
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Typical Mammalia in Bbitish Museum. — Dear Sir, — ^AUow me to 
point out to you an omission in your list of fibred specimens of fossil 
mammalia in the British Museum ('Geologist, March, 1864). I liave 
lately described and figured, under the name of lIy<Bna antigua (Annals 
and Mag. of Nat. History, January), a molar tooth from the Ked Crag of 
Sufiblk, which is now in the national collection. As this announcement 
may stimulate others to search in the same direction, I trust you will in- 
sert it in your journal. — Truly yours, E. Ray Lanksstbe. 

8, Samle Mow^ W, 
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EiBRiNaDON Gratkls. — Sir, — In his paper on the Farringdon Sponge* 
gravel, in the January number of the ' Geologist/ Mr. Meyer says that 
'* it is no new idea to compare the Farringdon deposits to the sands and 
gravel of Devizes " (Lower Greensand). I have always thought that 
nesrly all geologists classed the Farringdon beds with that formation. Mr. 
Hullnas mapped and described them as such in sheet 13 of the Greological 
Survey Map, and at page 13 of the Memoir, illustrating that sheet with 
regard to the order of the beds, Mr. Hull says, ** The beds at Farringdon 
are divisible into two groups ; the lower being the fossiliferous gravel and 
conglomerate, the upper, clays and sands, with iron-bands," which agrees 
with Mr. Meyer's conclusion, that the Sponge-gravel is the oldest of these 
deposits. 1 am yours, etc., W. W. 

Erratjl — Mr. Whittakbr's Lecturb. — Page 68, line 8, after " until " 
insert " in ; " page 58, line 9 from bottom, after " altogether " insert " of ;" 
page 68, line 6, for " supposed " read " supposes ; '* page 69, line 16, after 
'« Cray " insert " the ; " page 59, line 34, before " London " insert " the ; 



page 60, line 3, for " abundance Cyrena, Cerithium, and Melania " read 
" abundance (Cyreoa, Cerithium, and Melania) ; " page 61, line 13, erase 
the bracket after *' common," and insert it aft«r " rays " in the following 
line. 

Causb of thb Getsbrs. — In Mr. Seed's paper " On a New Theory 
of the Generation of Steam," before the Liverpool Philosophical Society 
(186^3), he gives the following summary of the principles laid down by 
Mr. Williams, the originator of the theory : — 

" Ist. Water, or its atoms, can neither be heated nor expanded and still retain the 
character of liquidity. 

" 2Dd. The prevailing theories as regards ebullition are altogether erroneous. 

** 8rd. The so-called boiling-point, as regards temperature, is merely that point a^ 
which the water is charged with vapour to taturationt under the true Daltonian theory, 
the water acting the part of a mere vacuum or mecUum. 

" 4th. We luive strong grounds for believing that there is no difference between the 
cause which produces divergence and mntnal repulsion among the atoms of a liquid on 
becoming vapour, and thut which produces a similar divergence and repulsion in the pith- 
balls or gold leaves of the electroscope. 

" 6th. If there be such a thing as Thermo-Fiectrieityf we are warranted in condndiog 
that it acts in the same way, and on a similar principle, on atoms of a liquid as on those 
of other bodies. 

*' 6th. We have rational gronuds for believing that explosions in steam-boilers are 
frequently the result of the accumulated steam (present in the body of the water) being 
suddenly released by the removal of the pressure from the denser medium of the water 
into the lighter one of the air. 

" 7th. Watt's theory of steam being condensed^ and reconverted into the liquid state, 
by the direct action of cold water, is altogether erroneous. 

" 8th. Vapour or steam cannot give out its heat to water, and is but mixed, mechanic 
callyy with it, on the true Daltonian theory." 

He next applies the theory to the explanation of the Iceland Geysers : — 

** They may be," he says, '* briefly said to consist of more or less violent discharges of 
steam and what is called boiling water from subterranean sources, each through an u])> 
right tube, which opens out above into a capacious basin. In accounting for these hot 
springs, the existence of subterranean heat is, of course, always assumed ; but opinion 
has been greatly divided as to the modus operandi of its application. 'One class of writers, 
of whom Sir George Mackenzie may be taken as the representative, considers that sudd^K 
evolutions of heat occnr ; that these have the effect of generating volumes of steam, 
which aecnmulate in cavities with bufficient pressure to sustain the column of water in 
the Geyser tube j and that further sudden accessions of heat and steam produce vertical 
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OBcinAtioiis in this colmnn of water, during wbick the steam finds opportunity to escape, 
and carriea up with it a great part of the water. Another class of writers have adopted 
a theory put forward by fiuusen^in which the Geyser tube alone, without a subterranean 
cavern, is supposed to contain water, heat being applied to the tube itself, and the relief 
of pressure which results from the elevation of the upper portion of the water playing an 
important part in the operation. In this case, however, as in the former, the notion of ) 
steam being wuddenltf generated is preserved, heated rocVs being supposed- to fiimish the I 
necessary supply of local heat. 

" Now, Mr. Williams's theory most amply and beautifully accounts for all the pheno- 
mena of these Geysers, without assuming the existence either of intense local heat or of 
sudden evolutions of heat. Simply assuming the existence of a subterranean heat of 
some kind — and all now admit the existence of that — also the presence of water in and 
below the tube, and, in his view, the geueration and accumulation of steam must take 
place. As the quantity of this steam goes on increasing, the moment will arrive when 
the saturation of the water will have taken place, and after that a more or less violent 
•discharge of steam must follow. It seems reasonable to suppose that the Geyser tube is 
not an isolated reservoir, and that it opens into wells or springs below of greater or less 
extent ; and in tbia way the enormous amount of the discharges that issue from these 
Geysers may be accounted for, whereas the tube alone seems of wholly insufficient capa- 
city to supply them. 
— "I would now ask you to observe the apparatus which we have here, and which Mr. 
Williams himself constructed. It consists simply of a tube opening into a vessel of water 
below, and a basin above, the tube and lower vessel being filled with water which rises 
up and partly fills the basin. Heat is now applied below ; steam is, as we think, accu- 
mulating in the water ; now you hear explosive sounds and observe commotion in the 
fluid ; and now a violent and copious discharge of steam and water-bursts. Geyser-like, 
from the basin. The action now subsides ; the water returns from the basin down the 
tube to the reservoir below ; and presently all these phenomena will repeat tliemselves, 
just aa they do in nature. The Geyser, then, like the miniature working model before 
OS, consists of a large reservoir below, a single tube or orifice of exit, and a basin above, 
which receives a large portion of the ejected water, to be returned to the reservoir below. 
This reservoir being necessarily full of water, the steam generated must remain and ac- 
cumulate in it until the point of saturation has been reached, which will depend on the 
height of the column of water in the vertical tube of exit, the temperature in the reser- 
voir corresponding with that elevation. In the miniature, that temperature is found to 
be 215° when the discharge takes place. In the Geyser, this must be considerably higher, 
the tube of exit being there 47 feet. We thus see that the Geyser and its miniature 
correspond in action aud result." 

SHBLL-MouNDS.^Dr. Collingwood, in the ProceedingB of the Liverpool 
Philosophical Society (1863), says, " My friend Mr. I. Byerley, of Sea- 
combe, nas met with remains on the shores of the Mersey, which appear 
to resemble the deposits known as kitchen middens. He mforms me ' that 
strata of shells exist at Wallasey, and in the sand-hills along the shore, be- 
tween Leasowe and Hoy lake, which seem to resemble, on a small scale, 
the collections noticed by Mr. Lubbock, imder the name of * shell mounds ' 
in Scotland, and of ' Kjokkenmoddings ' in Denmark. On going down the 
hill, just before entering Wallasey village, there is a bank, which may be 
twenty feet or more high, on the right-hand side ; two-thirds of its height 
is composed of sandstpne, above which is a covering of earth from four to 
BIZ feet in thickness ; between the latter and the sandstone, a stratum of 
muBsel-ahells, about eight inches thick, may be seen. The shells are partly 
whole and partly broken ; all, of course, are free from epidermis, but the 
striated colouring is as distinct as in recent specimens of the species. 
Having, however, lost much of their animal element, they are more friable ; 
and on being placed in water for the purpose of cleansing them, the outer 
layer of shell-structure readily separates from the nacreous interior. This 
YOL. TII. I 
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fltratum appears to kave no other species of sea-shell intermiBgled ; the 
terminal whorl and apex of a univalve, however, was just perceptible, 
which, on careful removal from the matrix, proved to be Helix atpena^ 
This bed is about a mile from the present sea-shore.' 

** The same gentleman has also observed either one or two strata of 
shells in the sand-hills, on the shore between Leasowe and Hojlake. Not 
having visited the spot for some years, however, he can only report from 
memory that they are composed exclusively of cockle-shells. It is worthy 
of remark that these beds are situated very close to the place where the 
Anglo-Saxon antiquities were found at the Great Meols. 

" May we not infer that these shell-strata are composed of the castaway 
refuse of mollusks, which had been consumed as food by our prehistoric 
ancestors P"* 

Mamualiah Bemains. — Dr. CoUingwood, in the course of his paper 
y On the Ancient Fauna of Lancashire and Cheshire, "t records the follow- 
ing:— -ITiip^o/jo^amtt*.- " of which a complete skull is figured in Leigh's ' J ^ 
tural History of Lancashire * (1705), dug up under a moss " (tab. vi. lig. ij). 
J^egaceros : ^ antlers, in marl or gravel, beneath peat," in Lancashire. 
' Bos primigeniug : from " submarine forest." Cetacean: rib of, from exca- 
vations at Wallasey Pool ; and humerus of a whaUt from peat of submarine 
forest, opposite Leasowe Castle. Cervus elaphus : Pennant says that horns, 
" evidently of the stag kind, but much stronger, thicker, heavier, and 
furnished with fewer antlers than those of the present race, have been 
found on the sea-coast of Lancashire " (Phil. Tr., No. 422) ; and a single 
horn was dug out of the sands near Chester ( Brit. Zool., vi. p. 62) ; four 
horns from Walksey Pool. Hopkins transmitted the sketch of an anUer 
to the Eoyal Socie^ (figured in vol. xxxvii. No. 422, Phil. Trans.) ; this 
was drawn out of Kavensbarrow Hole, adjoining Holker Old Park, Laff- 
oashire, by the nets of the fishermen, in 1727 ; similar horns from the sub- 
marine forest of Leasowe ; other horns described and figured by Leigh in 
Nat. Hist. Lancas., pi. 5, as "head of a siaa <f Canadu" (i.e. Cervus 
CanadensU, the Wapiti), an error ; the former being those of the red-deer, 
found "8 yards within the marie " in Lancashire ; and one as huge again, 

4 yards under the moss in the Meales ; " also others in Camden (Brit, 
111. p. 142). Elk or moose-deer (.?), 1845. in submarine forest of Leasowe, 
according to Dr. Watson, on the identification of Dr. Scouler ; also Mr. 
ireo. Ihompson, " head and antlers " in 1857. The specimens are said to 
be deposited in King's College Museum ; but Dr. Pollok, the Curator, says 
tney (to not exist in that tM>llection. Horse : " almost entire skeleton of a 
small size, equalling the Shetland pony in height; and remarkable for the 
r\^l P^'^Portjon of the head ; " found by Mr. E. T. Higgins, of Eaatington, 
Cxloucestershire, m the ancient forest-bed of Leasowe ; also Sus, roebuck (!g, 
*^n«V- r''^^^''. ^ol^»-7S.J.M.] about the size of a greyhound." Boar: 
Jlfa« . »!^r5'^^?^ ,^ *^.®""* ** Lancaster, in company w?th Roman remains." 
Man. human skuU, m sandy gravel, 10 feet below the original bed of 

'iitx^T'^h^Z'^ln- ^^^?j^ characterize the glacial deposiU on the hanks of the 
^^Ie)utZ^u7y^X^^^^ '"'"'^IS ;*'^«' CarainmVNasaa, and particularly 
posit into the hodd« 4y aboJr*pP'''"* ^'T *H^"^i «^^^^ °^ *^*^ ^^"^'' ^^ ^'" 
of Mactra, Venus, iUtartef?? I^'^ ^^"^ .",T^ ""'^^ ** ^^^^^'^^^ « ^irral, fragments 

t Also figuiS hy Bu^kffi l^^'^f'^^ Sodety, 1868, part xvn. 
•• Br. Fob. Mam^ 4ol ^'' ^^' ^^ «»• ^^' ^^ *««* mentioned by Owen in 
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Walfasey Pool, and "in close connection with the ancient fossil oxen above 
referred to." 

Ma. Haswell on the. Denudation op Abthub's Seat.— My atten- 
tion has been drawn to an article which appeared last Saturday in a weekly 
contemporary. That article was entitled "Geological Plagiarism/' and 
commented on the appropriation of passages and ideas from Mr. Geikie's 
contribution to the geology of Edinour^h in the ' Memoirs of the Geplo« 
gical Surrey * for 1861 in the article printed in the number of this maga- 
zine for the past month " On the Denudation of Arthur's Seat." No one 
will, I am sure, believe me capable of knowingly permitting such plagiarism 
to appear in these pages ; and even the writer of the criticism referred 
t to in no way attempts to put such an imputation upon me. As far as I am 
personally concerned, I was in total ignorance of the existence of Mr. 
Geikie's paper. The publications of the Geological Survey appear in a 
very erratic manner, and as I am in no way personally interested in Scot- 
tish geology, and do not, as I tliink as editor of this magazine I ought to 
' do, receive gratuitous copies of the works issued by our national survey 
for review, I naturally only purchase such portions as I have individual 
need of. Such is the brief explanation of the cause of Mr. Geikie's paper 
not being known to me. 

Having been visiting the scene of the late disaster at Sheffield, it was 
only since my return that I knew of the article in the contemporary re« 
f erred to. 1 at once forwarded a copy of the article to Mr. Haswell, who 
}B not personally known to me, with the request that he would take the 
matter up. Time sufficient for his reply not having elapsed, it will be 
obvious tnat further remarks of mine at present would be unjust to a con- 
tributor, and could be neither sufficient for my own wishes, nor for that 
due apology which, if the case be truly stated, is undoubtedly due to Mr. 
Geikie. S. J. Mackib. 

2eth March, lSe4u 

WoBKs OF Abt in Caveens in Cbntbal Fbancb. — Dr. Falconer has 
eommnnicated the following letter to the * Times :* — 
. ^ " Sir, — Since the exploration of the Brixham Cave in 1858 an immense 
y impulse hes been given all over Europe to the search for and study of the 
/ N material proofs of the antiquity of the human race. The public mind is 
now craving for information on a subject which a few years back was con- 
demned by- the general verdict of men of science, and hardly mentioned 
except in a whisper. Fresh evidence is being brought to light, day after 
day, of the most interesting and important character, although not tending 
to carry man back, in every particular instance, to a period of very high 
geological antiquity. . The south of Europe is the quarter whence the cur- 
rent is now flowing, and the ossiferous caves the springs whence it issues. 
,'' Professor Busk, in a recent communication (*Eeader,*^0^ of January) 
has given a very clear and excellent account of discoveries made' within 
the last year in a bone-cave in Gibraltar. The materials, not all yet arrived 
in England, are now under investigation, and give promise of results of 
high import But the most interesting additions have been yielded, very 
lately, by caves in Central France, where what may be called works of art, 
of primitive execution, have turned up in considerable abundance, which 
prove that savage man, of the unground and unpolished stone period, was 
able, in advance of the use of metals, to sculpture on deer's horns, and to 
l^ve on stone, figures of quadrupeds his contemporaries that are now ex- 
tinct IB -that region. My friend M. Lartet, on behalf of himself and Mr: 
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Henry Christy, his coUaborateur in the work, oommnnicated to the Academy 
of Sciences on the 29th nltimo an account of these relics, which, when ex- 
hibited, produced an unusual sensation among the learned Academicians. 
I purpose now giving a brief sketch of this new and certainly very ancient 
walk of art, drawn mainly from M. Lartet's paper, which will speedily ap- 
pear in the 'Comptes Bendues' and from figxires of the objects. 

" The proofs of the remote antiquity of man are derived from two sources 
— 1, the ancient, or * quaternary, river gravel-deposits ; 2, the ossiferous 
caves. The former, handled with the severe caution of Mr. Frestwich, 
carries man furthest back in time, and with the greatest certainty ; but it 
is of the most meagre and restricted character, consisting merely of flint 
weapons or implements, hai'dly ranging beyond a few patterns. Not a 
single instance nas yet occurred of a fragment even of an unquestionably 
authentic human bone having turned up in these deposits. On the other 
hand, the evidence yielded by the caves, althou^^h less certain as an index 
of remote time, is infinitely more varied and instructive. It tells us, in 
certain cases, the division ot the human race to which man, the early tenant 
of the caves, probably belonged ; what was his stature and what his physical 
powers ; what the animals which were his contemporaries ; what the mol- 
iusks, fish, flesh, and fowl upon which he fed ; that he cooked his meat by 
fire ; that he extracted the marrow from the bones, and how he did it ; 
how and with what weapons he killed his game ; how he flayed and dressed 
the hides ; that he scraped the meat ofi* the bones ; that he carefully cut 
the sinews of his slaughtered deer for harpoon lines, or for the fibre of 
sewing-thread for his &ie-pointed pierced needles ; where and in what di- 
rection he cut the sinews ; what the implements and weapons — in stone, 
bone, and deer's horn — which he used ; what his ornaments, and how he 
disposed of his dead. It is now beginning to enlighten us on what he was 
capable of achieving in the way of art, and that in music he had got the 

'J initial length of a bone whistle limited to a single note. The cave evidence 
has been disparaged by cursory observers and light reasoners, upon the 
grounds that the caves have been occupied at different times, and their 
contents often disturbed by the latest tenants, thus' forming what are called 
remamd deposits. But the shortcomings lay with the objectors themselves. 
When the profound paheontological knowledge, rare sagacity, and philo- 
sophic caution of M. Lartet are applied to what were sources of doubt and 
embarrassment to them, the supposed difiiculties are converted into aids in 
unravelling the tangled clue, and into indices of ulterior truths. In short* 
beside the bare fact that primeval man existed during the early ' fluviatile 
drift period in Europe,' all that we know of him — exclusive of the later 
' kitchen-middens ' and ' pile-habitations * — ^is derived solely and entirely 
from the ossiferous caves. 

" The caverns which, on this occasion, were the objects of exploration 
by M. LaHet and Mr. Henry Christy, occur in the department of the 
Dordogne (the ancient province of Perigord), and in the arrondissement of 
Sarlat, in the south-western part of Central France. The most productiye 
localities were the cave of * Les Eyzies,' in the commune of Tayac, the 
cave of * Le Moustier,* and the shelter-recesses under the projecting cliffs 
of * Laugerie-Haute,' * Laugerie-Basse,' and * La Madeleine,* iu the vaU 

^ ley of the Vez^re ; the rock-formation consisting of indurated chalk. 
The floor of *Les Eyzies' cavern is overlaid by a continuous sheet of 
breccia, composed of a base of cinders and ashes, mingled with charcoal; 
fragments of bones either in the natural state, or split, scorched, or burnt ; 
outside pebbles; flint cores with n^imerous fragments of flint flakes or 
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knires, iiiTariably of wrought forms, and associated wiih. other implements 
or weapons fabricated out of reindeer's horns ; the whole consolidated in a 
confused mass, which had never been disturbed since the period of deno- 
sition. This was established by the state of the materials and by the fact 
that in several cases long bones were found with their heads in articular 
continuity, and yertebrsB of reindeer in sequence. 

** The principal objects of art were as follows : — In * Les Eyzies' among 
numerous fragments of a hard slate , jforeign to the district, two plates were 
found, each bearing an engraved repr'^sen^.ation of a quadruped. One of 
them, mutilated by an ancient fracture, presents the fore-quarter of a her* 
bivorous (?) animal, the head of which was apparently inyested with horns, 
BO far as the faint lines of the engraving at this part admit of judging. 
The other bears the figure of a hesd, with the nostrils sharply defined, and 
the mouth half opened ; but the profile lines of the frontal region are inn 
terrupted in consequence of erasure by subsequent friction. On one side 
and a little in front is engraved the figure of tne palm of a large horn, in* 
ferred by MM. Lartet and Milne-Edwards, with reserve, to be that of a 
moose deer. These specimens are regarded by M. Lartet as being the 
earliest known examples of engraving on stone, by primeval man,* of the 
reindeer period in Europe. 

" The most strikin^^ part of the collection, consisting of sculptured ob- 
jects, was discovered in the shelter recesses, under the clifis of Xa Made- 
leine, Laugerie-Haute, and Laugerie-Basse, amidst accumulations of bone* 
refuse and other rejectamenta, mingled with an immense quantity of flint 
flakes and the cores from which they were struck ofl*. Tuese spots were 
evidently t^ kitchens and manufactories of the ancient sava^. The bones 
indicated the aflimaTs on wlLich he fed : Eeing the horse, 6z, ibex, chamois* 
reindeer, birds, fish, etc. The common stag was rare, as were also the 
boar and the hare. Some detached molar teeth were discovered of the 
extinct Irish elk, and also detached jJlates of the molar teeth of the mam? 
moth. 

" "TAUgerie- Haute would seem to have been especially the locality were 
flint implements were made, and Laugerie- Basse that where reindeer horns 
were converted into spear-heads, harpoons, daggers, arrow-heads, needles» 
and other implements. Here an enormous accumulation of reindeer horns 
was discovered, the whole of which nearly bore the marks of a stone-saw, 
by which pieces were detached suitable for conversion. Here also were 
found the principal sculptured objects, some of which, considering the 
period and the nature of the tools, are marvels both of artistic design and 
of execution. 

" The most remarkable is a long dagger or short thrust-sword, formed 
' out of a single horn. The handle represents the body of a reindeer, the 
parts in fair proportion, and treated with singular skill and art-feeling, in 
subservience to the use for which it was intended. The fore legs are folded 
easily under the body ; the hind legs drawn out insensibly into the blade ; 
the salient horns and ears are cleverly applied to the chest by fjiving an 
upward bend to the head ; and a convenient hollow for the grip of the 
hand is produced by a continuous curve extending from the rump to the 
muzzle. M. Lartet remarks that the hand for which it was designed must 
have been much smaller than that of the existing European races. The 
weapon was evidently lefl by the artist-savage unfinished ; but, as a design 
imbued with taste, it will bear a very favourable comparison with Oriental 
dagger-handles cut in ivory. 

** Another specimen is described as a handle terminating at one end in a 
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«pear point, and bearing in partial relief the heads of a home and of a deer» 

probably reindeer. Others are ornamented with longitudinal and parallel 

wayy lines, etc. A distinct class consists of palmated portions of reindeer 

horns, bearing representations of animal forms, — some executed in graved 

lines, others m bas-relief or in high relief. One of these palmations ex- 

, hibits a figure of a large faerbrrorous animal which has been conjecturally 

i'eferred to the Aurochs. Another is supposed to represent an ox, probably 

I Bo» primigenifts (P). The collection, judging by the drawings which I hare 

seen, is very rich in spear-heads, barbed harpoons, arrow-heads, and finely 

pointed slender needles, drilled with an eye-hole. The harpoons bear a 

elose resemblance to the Esquimaux patterns. On one object the figure 

of a scaly fish is distinctly represented. The ornaments consist of canines 

I of wolf, incisors of ox and other animals, with ear-bones of horse or ox, all 

' drilled for suspension. One curious object is the first digital phalanx of a 

I ruminant, drilled to a certain depth by a smooth cylindrical bore, on its 

lower surface near the expanded upper articulation. This is supposed to 

have been a whistle or call, and a shrill sound is yielded on applying it to 

' the lo^er lip and blowing into it. Three of these whistle phalanges are of 

^ reindeer, one of chamois. One relic of surpassing interest consists of the 
lumbar vertebra of a reindeer, pierced through and through by a flint wea- 
pon, which still remains embedded in the bone, fixed by calcareous incnuu 
tation. This is an obiect of great significance and extreme rarity. Human 
bones, although found, were very scarce ; but M. Lartet has refrained from 
alluding to them, with a reserve the reason of which is indicated by M. 

I Milne-Edwards. In forming an estimate of the value of the relics of art, 

1 the reader will bear in mind that they are the productions of the u npolish ed 
and unground ' Stone period;' the tools employed having been thin cfiTps 

' and delicate flakes of flint. Such, at least, is the fair inference drawn 
with our present lights from the negative evidence, not a trace of metal in 
, , any shape having been met with in the Dordogne Caves.' But if primeval 
, man really had made such progress in the conceptions of art without having 
yet attained the knowledge of metals, it will be as curious an anthropolo- 
gical phenomenon as are the art objects themselves, which express that 
degree of luxury which ease, leisure, and comfort beget. Beindee r*s ^ogp 
is notoriously the most worthless and incompact of cervine "antlers ; ^t is 
<«adi]y whittled by a knife, which is not the case with stag's horns. 

** The labours of M. Lartet and Mr. Henry Christy on the Dordogne 
Caves commenced in August, 1863. They have been continued ever since,* 
and are still in progress. Yahiable and instructive as is the Dordogne col- 
lection, it is surpassed in certain respects by another, from the ' Bruniquel 
Cave,* in the south of France, more recently formed by other observers. 
The Bruniquel series, it would appear, does not embrace the same range 
of art, but it is richer in the department of weapons and implements, such 
as harpoons, spear-heads, etc., which are larger, more numerous, better 
finished, and in better preservation. These precious materials were offered 
in succession to the French Government and to the British Museum. 

. J • Ferfide Albion ' has got them : they are now in the national collection. 

. ^ The result does infinite credit to the zeal, enterprise, and activity of the ad- 
ministration of the British Museum. But the satisfaction which so valuable 
an acquisition necessarily excites is not wholly unmixed. The investigation 

of truth is above and beside national predilection. The * Bruniquel Cave* 

aeries is now divorced from the collections in France, of which it forms a 
complement, and upon which M. Lartet has been engaged since 1861, when 
he published his important researches on the Sepulture-Cav^ of Aurignac 
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Those who take an interest in the advancement of our knowledge of thd 
inhject would have congratulated themselyes if the Bruniquel materials 
had heen placed in his practised hands, to be included in the work which 
he and Mr. Henry Christy are about to publish on the ancient remains of 
man of the * Cave period m France. 

*• One circumstance in the case deserves to be generally known. The . 
instinct of a collector is to amass, hoard, and retain. Mr. Heniy Christy ) 
is the possessor of one oFthe choicest private arcTiseological collections in ) 
£urope. M. Lartet and he explored the Dordogne Caverns on a large / 
tcale, with the object — first of exhausting the ground, and next of distri- 
butii^^ duplicates. They have presented huge slabs of the floor-matrix* | 
eontaining embedded every variety of object, to all the principal museums ' 
in Europe, and selected siets to persons of all countries having a recognized j 
position as labourers in the same field ; and tliis, too, before their own re* . 
searches were published. In their case a higher impulse extinguished the 
mere collector's instinct. No comment is required. — Sir, your obedient ' 
aervant, H. Fjllcokeb. 

<* 21, Park Oresceni, Portland Place^ March 10. 

" P.S. — At the meeting of the Academy of Sciences (February 29) a 
note on the same and cognate subjects was communicated by the Marquis 
de Yibraye, who has laboured so meritoriously on the ossiferous caves of 
France." 

On Sohb Fobahinifbba. fboh thb Tebtiabibs of Tbinidad. — ^Ai 
page 38 of the ' Report on the Geology of Trinidad ' is given a figure of a 
remarkable stratum of asphaltic rock. This stratum is nearly vertical in 
position, and projects from the cliff to some little distance into the waters 
of the Gulf of Paria. Though a considerable part of it has been removed 
since the drawing referred to above was made, it yet seems to possess a 
superior power of resistance to the encroachment of the waves than the 
remaining portions of the cliff. Upon a close examination the vertical mass 
is found to consist chiefly of the remains of Nummulites and Orbitoides, 
two genera of Foraminifera, whose shells, as is well known to geologists 
and paleeontologists, form in various parts of the world thick masses of rock ; 
the Orbitoides being generally characteristic of the Eocene period in the 
western hemisphere, while the Nummulites are regarded as indicative of 
the Middle Eocene in Europe and Asia. Here, however, we find the re- 
mains of both these generated in strata of supposed Miocene age.* Num" 
mulites is regarded as a strictly Tertiary form of Bhizopod, while Orbi> 
toides has been found in the Chalk or Upper Mesozoic deposits, as well as 
in the Lower Tertiary formations. 

Of the Orbitoides vast numbers are contained in the San Fernando Tec- 
liaries. They are found alike in the gypseous marls which constitute so 
large a portion of those deposits, and in the asphaltic portions of the 
group. In the marls they chiefly occur in the nodular concretions, and in 
the indurated veins and layers. In the singular mass of rock figured by 
Messrs. Wall and Sawkins, the Orbitoides seem to form the greater part 
of its bulk. They are not referable to any species of which I have seen 
figores. The Nummulites found in the same deposit present a decidedly 
close resemblance to N, lavigata^ but the chambers seem to be, in the San 
Fernando specimens, larger relatively to the size of the whole shell. When 
a portion ot the rock is submitted to heat, and the asphalte thus driven off, 
the Nummulites generally fall into two pieces, each of which presents a 

* Beport on the Geology of Trinidad, pp. 85 and 162. 
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trftDsrerse section of tlie she]!, showing distiiictly the chambers which, 
during tiie life of the animal, contained its softer parts. Were it not for 
this circumstance, it mi^ht have been difficult to have obtained sections of 
these shells, as owing to their fragility they would scarcely bear the pro- 
cess of grinding down, however delicately conducted. 

Some specimens of Bryozoa have occurred among the Orbitoides, hat I 
have not succeeded in detaching a speNsimen. They are so brittle that the 
most careful manipulation is insufficient to prevent them from falling to 
powder under the hand of the operator. I have not detected any other 
organisms in the same bed as the Orbitoides and Nummulites ; but both 
above and below it are found Tertiary fossils, probably not of more recent 
date than the Miocene age. I hope to be able to present observations on 
these fossils at some future time. Suffice it for the present to state that 
the evidence derived from them is not inconsistent with the presumption 
of the Miocene origin of the deposits in question. We know too little as 
yet of the Tertiaries of this part of the world to be able to pronounce a 
more decided opinion ; but should the supposition of the Middle Tertiary 
age of the San Fernando Tertiaries be lutimately established, we should 
have here the remarkable phenomenon of the association of an Old-World 
with a New- World form of Lower Tertiary Ehizonod in a deposit of Mid- 
die Tertiary age. It would indeed be ver^ possible, in that case, that the 
homotaxical representatives in Europe of tlie deposits at San Fernando 
may be found amongst the lower members of the Miocene group. But 
this observation womd not necessarily extend to those portions of the Ter- 
tiaries which are found inland, at Mount Tamana, Jordan Hill, and St. 
Croix, for instance. The fossils from those places, as well as those from 
Manzanilla, and other parts of the east coast of the island of Trinidad, 
seem to belong to a somewhat later date. — E. J. Lbchubbs Gufpt. 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 



The " Eules for Zoological Nomenclature," elaborated by the Strickland 
Committee of the British Association in 1842, have been reprinted in & 
pamphlet- form, under the authority of the British Association, by Messrs. 
NeilJ, of Edinburgh. The vagueness and uncertainty of the nomenclature 
of animals has been one of the greatest detriments to science, and before 
the framing of these rules was infinitely worse than it is now. Indeed, so 
long as naturalists take different views of the natural affinities of animals, 
there must and will be diversities of classification. The widest circulation 
and the universal adoption of this scries of propositions will be the best 
antidote for the evils arising from still continued injurious practices. The 
object of the present issue is to get suggestions for the amendment and 
perfecting of the rules submitted to Sir W. Jardine and the new committee, 
before the next meeting of the Association in June. 

The Proceedings of me Liverpool Philosophical Society contain — "The 
Ancient Fauna of Lancashire and Cheshire," by Dr. Collingwood ; and '* On 
a New Theory of the Generation of Steam, with an Explanation of the 
Geysers of Iceland," by Mr. E. J. Eeed, H.M. Chief Naval Constructor ; 
and " On the Manufacture of Stone-Implements in Ancient and Modem 
Times." " 
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DB. FBANKLAND ON THE GLACIAL EEA. 

Bt thx Editob. 

Some of the novelties presented at the lectures at the Eoyal Insti- 
tution have, from the hour they were spoken, taken rank with the 
discoTeries of the age and the data of science ; amongst such are 
some of the most important results of the researches of Davj, 
Faraday, and Tyndall. Others, as might be naturally expected, have 
risen to no higher rank than that of hypotheses or an hour's amuse- 
ment, and after exciting some discussion and comment, have passed 
away into that oblivion to which all but fundamental or practically 
useful facts are, sooner or later, consigned. Amongst those familiar 
voices which we are there in the habit of hearing, few are listened 
to with more pleasure, profit, or instruction, than that of Professor 
Vrankland, especially when he restricts himself to those branches of 
chemistry in which he is so eminent. The Glacial period and the 
former incandescence of the earth are two themes that geologists 
are eternally dwelling upon — whether with profit to themselves or 
with any advantage to their hearers it would be very difficult to say. 
For once Professor Frankland has left those realms of chemistry 
within which he is a monarch to run a lance at the same time both 
for and against geologists. Basing a theory on the supposed exist- 
ence of an internal molten mass constituting the core of our globe, 
is taking for it about as secure a basis as any one might be presumed 
to have who attempted to balance his body at the top of a mounte- 
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bank's pole, ihe oilier extremitj of which was held bj infirm and 
trembling hands. Hia bodj might be pat in proper attitade and 
poaition, and dulj manceuTred to acquire ezactneaa of balance ; bat 
if the ahakj hands gare waj, the fidl might be sadden and seTere. 
The supposed fire-origin of granite waa one of the original causes 
of the inrention of the internal-heat theory ; but modem researches 
hare distinctly shown that certainly one at least of the petrological 
elements of that rock — ^namely, quarts — as seen now as a consti- 
tuent of that Tory granite, neyer could have been subjected to the 
influence of dry heat. Another difficulty arises in respect to the 
internal molten state of our earth : if the core of our globe be in 
that condition, it would follow there must be internal tides, unless 
the solid crust of the earth were of immense thickness, and of a 
rigidity, at least, four times that of steel; for not less than that 
would suffice to resist the internal tidal tendency, taking the thick- 
ness of this crust as estimated by Mr. Hopkins. It is evident beyond 
question that a liquid mass, whether fluid at ordinary temperatures, 
such as the waters of the ocean, or rendered fluid by internal hea^ 
must be equally subject to the laws of attraction ; and consequently 
the moon would haye an influence upon the internal molten core, as 
she has upon the external oceans. 

Now, Professor Frankland — ^repudiating all the explanatory theories 
which have been hitherto giren to account for superficial differences 
of temperature, from Lyell's different distribution of land and sea 
doctrine, to that of the higher elcTation of all mountainous tracts 
during the Gbcial age suggested by Professor Kamts — based his 
new hypothesis on what he regarded as the incontroTertible fact of • 
the internal molten fluidity of our earth. The descriptions of the 
fiords and the ice-scored land of Norway, which Dr. Frankland has 
lately visited, were exceedingly interesting and instructive; but 
when the Professor came to deliver his new hypothesis, we at onee 
felt ourselves launched on the waves of an unnavigated sea, and saw 
many reasons why the bark of the adventurous savant should be 
deemed too frail for geologists to venture in. To say that the hypo- 
thesis was ingenious is only to give it its just meed of praise; to say 
it was substantial is quite another thing. It was this : — We are all 
familiar with the ordinary stilL There is the boiler where the vapour 
is raised, the spiral tube in which it is condensed, and the receiver 
into which the condensed fluid falls. Compare the earth, its atmo- 
sphere, and its mountains to the still. From the ocean the vapour 
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rises ; " the atmosphere," sajs Dr. Frankland, ** is the true condenser, 
for the aqueous vapour that rises in it to its utmost heights radiatei 
iU heat into space ; the mountains are the receivers of the rain and 
snow precipitated." So far we have no objection to the doctrine. 
But to apply it practically to the production of the phenomena of 
the '^ Glacial period," which everybody knows was a geological period 
of intense cold, almost immediately preceding our own historical age, 
and possibly, according to recent ideas, absolutely including the early 
portion of the human era. Before this, according to the general 
tenor of geological notions, the earth had from the beginning of time 
possessed a gradually diminishing but still always higher temperature 
tlian it does at present; but whether this doctrine is not, upon 
stratigraphical evidences, open to grave doubts, we are by no meanti 
sure. Admitting this, for the sake of the argument, we have to see 
how Dr. Frankland applies Professor Tyndall's radiant-heat principles 
to the production of a period of intense cold. 

The points which he deemed his theory must meet are thus stated. 
The glacial phenomena must extend over the whole globe ; their oc- 
currence must be of geologically recent date ; they must have been 
preceded by ages during which glacial action was wanting ; and they 
must be followed by a time during which there was a re-tendency 
towards an ameliorated condition of temperature. Moreover, Dr. 
Frankland considers it essential to show that during their con« 
tinuance atmospheric precipitation was greater, and the snow-line 
lower, than at present. All these conditions. Dr. Frankland asserts, 
would naturally result from the gradual cooling of our planet ; so 
that^ according to his view now put forth, " the sole cause of the phe- 
nomena of the Glacial epoch " — or period of universal intense cold 
all over the earth — ^^ was a former higher temperature of the ocean 
than that which obtains at present." Admitting that our globe was 
once 80 hot that all the water now in it was then in nvhibue and not 
in the ocean cavities at all, he goes on to its first condensation into 
liquid, and then from the cessation of the boiling of the seas through 
a gradual diminution of temperature down to their actual state ; a 
corresponding refrigeration of the land being contemporaneous. It 
was, he says, during the later stages of this cooling operation that 
the Gkcial epoch occurred. For this result, however, he is con- 
strained to the assumption that the earth and the sea-water have 
cooled at different rates. To prove this he brought forward experi- 
menta upon tlie differences of cooling between a cube of granite and 
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one of water respectiyely heated to a giTen temperatare, and ihea 
timed for the periods that elapsed in the giving out or radiation of 
the heat they had imbibed, for a reduction of ten degrees. These 
experiments we are so obtuse as not to see the corroboratiTe force 
of, for it may be asked whether, if it take five times as much heat 
to raise one body to the same temperature as the other, we might 
^ot expect to find one body proportionately longer than the other in 
parting with the heat it had obtained. It seems to us that the ex- 
periments would have been more to the purpose if a mass of molten 
lead had been covered by an iron-bottomed trough of water, in which 
a given mass of granite soldered down to the intervening iron plate 
had been partially immersed. Such, at any rate, would have been 
conditions more nearly resembling those presumed for our earth. 

Of course, the nebular hypothesis of the formation of stellar globes 
from the condensation of vaporous matter in space, and the evolution 
of light and heat in the process, was brought in as the primary origin 
of the presumed internal molten state of our earth ; but it will be 
well to bear in mind that our largest telescopes have resolved, one 
after the other, the numerous luminous patches in the vast heavens 
^^ gigantic clusters of sun-stars, and that up to this moment there 
is no proof whatever of any former nebulous state in our own or any 
other solar system. Nor waa the oft-quoted nebular hypothesis the 
only support Dr. Frankland tried to get from astronomy. He has 
been searching the moon for more than a year with a reflecting tele- 
scope of 7 inches aperture, and has found Iwo streaks on her surfiEu^ 
which he thinks may be the marks of glaciers with their terminal 
moraines. One of these fancied moraines is at the termination of 
that remarkable streak which commences near the base of the gigantic 
crater Tycho, through the ring of which it breaks,^-* fact not omitted 
in Dr. Frankland's illustrating diagram, and which would alone much 
more naturally assign its origin to the class of volcanic phenomena. 
The other extends from Bheita, the crater-rim of which is also broken 
down, as it would be by the passage of a lava-stream. But as the 
author of the new hypothesis admits that,« with regard to the proba- 
DUity of former gUicial, or even aqueous, agency on the surface of the 
moon, difficulties of an apparently veiy formidable character present 
themselves, we need not pursue further these lunar fancies-far 
such we cannot help regarding them. 

It will naturally occur to those who are not familiar with ice- 
making machines, that if warmer water in the sea wiU produce a 
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universally colder climate, and an equally wide-spread lower descent 
of the line of perpetual snow on our mountains, that when the sea 
was boiling, and the evaporation yet more abundant, the colder still 
should have been the condition of our planet's land-surfaces, until, 
in fact, the snows of the land should have touched the waters of the 
boiling ocean, and have melted only on the margins of its shores. 
This ailment would indeed have been viewed as the reduetio ad ah- 
furdum ; but the Professor does not bring us quite to this dilemma. 
He presumes the radiant heat of the earth was sufficient to drive 
outwards the upper atmospheric sphere of radiation and condensa- 
tion far above and beyond the loftiest mountains. We give the 
conclusions to which these speculations lead their author — ^namely, 
'^ that a liquid ocean can only exist upon the surface of a planet so 
long as the latter retains a high internal temperature." " The moon 
becomes thus," he says, '' a prophetic picture of the ultimate fate 
which awaits our earth when, deprived of an external ocean, it shall 
revolve round the sun an arid and a lifeless wilderness." A not 
very comforting prospect truly, which we doubt not will be very 
long indeed before it commands popular assent. 



ON REMAINS OF THE ME0ACEB08 RIBEENICU8 IN 
GYPSUM IN lEELAND. 

Bt David Leslib, M.D. 

The '' Irish Elk '* has been hitherto only found in the shell-marl 
underlying extensive turbaries. It is a true deer, intermediate be- 
tween the fallow and rein-deer. In England it has been found in 
lacustrine beds, brick-earth, and ossiferous caves (Owen). The sub- 
ject of the present paper is a dorsal vertebra belonging to a skeleton 
quite as large, if not larger than the specimen in the College of 
Sargeons Museum, London, with which it was compared. It was 
found on the Shirly property, in a bed of gypsum, county of Mo- 
naghan, Ireland. This gypsum-bed is very extensive, beine; many 
square miles in extent, underlying the glacial drift, embedded in and- 
sometimes alternating with a fine ferruginous day. The subjacent 
rock is the older or lower coal sandstone, which lies unconformably 
on the mountain limestone, which reposes on the Silurian, the latter 
forming hills of 500 or 600 feet elevation in the immediate neighbour- 
hood. The surface-soil is formed of ancient drifts of different ages, the 
one containing enormous blocks of mountain limestone, the other, 
the older, more compact, and containing small fragments, very rare, 
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of a limestone, which, from comparison, ig Bupposed to have been 
brought from the counties of Tyrone and Fermanagh, by a current 
that denuded all the western aspects of the Grejwacke ranges of 
hills, producing very markedly the phenomena of " crag and tail," 
which are there to be seen in endless examples. 

On the summits of man^ of the drift-hills are fonnd some enor- 
mous blocks of mountain limestone, evidently deposited from floating 
icebergs, which ran aground in the shallow waters as thek hills 
emerged from the deep, and there deposited their gigantic burdens 
as the ice melted away. 

The accompaning sketch (PL XI.), made by George Morant, Esq., 
Shirly House, gives the true relative position of the fossil. The ver- 
tebra was found embedded in gypsum, about 1 foot below the surEetce 
of the gypsum rock. The section in the plate gives — alluvium 2 
feet ; peat 1 ; glacial drift 6 ; gypsum 1 foot ; then the vertebra in 
the rock, which extends downwards to a thickness of 40 feet. Thus 
we find an unquestionable vertebra of Megaceros HibernicM em- 
bedded in solid gypsum, of an age much older than any glacial drift. 
The total absence of fossils in the ferruginous clay and gypsum, 
which are of contemporaneous origin, made it impossible to give any 
other than a stratigraphical age to the bed, in which the vertebra 
was found, it being placed beneath the oldest drift and lying on the 
lower coal-sandstone. The Irish Elk is therefore of much greater 
geological antiquity than what has been hitherto supposed. 

Tunbrid^e, AprU 2, 1864. 



NEW SPECIES OF TEEEBRATELLA, FEOM THE 
BAEGATE STONE. 

Bt Mb. C. J. A. Metbb. 

. I send some drawings and a short description of a pretty little 
Brachiopod from the Lower Greensand of Godalming, of^ which, un- 
fortunately, I possess at prosent only a few single valves, viz. 7 dorsal 
and 4 ventral valves. These are, however, sufficiently perfect to en- 
able me partially to describe the shell, and I take the present oppor- 
tunity 01 so domg, with the hope that, at some future time, better 
specimens may come to light. (See PI. XII. Figs. 1-6.) 

The species is apparently new, local in distribution, and, so far as 
I am at present aware, confined to the '' Bargate stone " of Guildford 
and Godalming, the position of which is near the base of the ferru- 
ginous or upper division (of Fitton) of the Lower Greensand. From 
the partial outward resemblance of this shell to that of Terehratella 
Menardi, and from the fact of the hinge line and medial septum in 
the dorsal valve being of the same form in both, I am inclinea to con- 
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Bider this species as a Terebratella : the peculiar form of the dorsal 
Talve has suggested its specific uame. 

TerdfrtUella tr{fida^ n. sp. Shell (judgiuff from a comparison 
of several single valves) as wide as long, in old specimens perhaps 
rather longer than wide ; convex in both valves : donal valve mode- 
rately convex, and divided into three portions; a large, elevated, 
mesial fold, in the shape of an acute rib, occupying the entire central 
division, on either side of which, on the lateral divisions, there exist 
one or two ribs of small elevation, followed occasionally by a third of 
still smaUer size ; the whole being crossed by numerous concentric, 
strongly marked lines of growth. The hinge line is but slightly 
curved. 

The ventral valve is much deeper than the opposite one, has a deep 
angular sinus, and on each side of the lateral portions of the valve, 
two or three ribs ; the beak seems to have projected but little, in one 
of my specimens appearing to have been truncated almost as abruptly 
as in T. Menardi, and showing evidence of a small flattened space or 
hinge area between its ridges and the hinge line : the foramen is rather 
large. 

The interior of one of the dorsal valves exhibits a small, elevated, 
longitudinal septum, commencing from beneath the hinge plate, and 
extending to nearly half the length of the valve. Shell-structure 
punctuate. 

Dimennotu. — The largest dorsal valve in my possQ38ion measures 
4}^ lines in breadth by 4 in length ; another specimen measures 5^ 
lines in breadth by 4 in len^h ; the largest ventral valve measures 
5^ in breadth by the same in length, and, as in this specimen the 
beak is nearly perfect, one may suppose the length and breadth in 
this species to be nearly equal ; the greatest breadth of the shell is 
usually close to the hinge line. 

Approaching most nearly in form to T, Menardi, this species is, 
however, readily distinguished by its very large and simple mesial 
fold. 

The two first examples of this shell I obtained from a small quarry 
near Tewsley, south of Godalming; the others are from a quarrv 
about a quarter of a mile west of St. Katherine's Hill, near Guild* 
ford, where it occurs in company with T, Menardi, Lam., T. oblonga^ 
Sow., and Terehratulina striata, Wahl., var. (T. auriculata f^ D'Orb.) ; 
these are, however, all extremely rare. 

8, Church Bmldi9ff9, Clapham Common, 

£xPLi.NiLTION or PULTE XII. 

Fig. 1. Dorsal vtlvt, magnified ; 4. Front view of ditto; 5. Another donal valve; 
6. Interior of ditto, with medial aeptom; 2. Ventral valve; 8. Ditto, aide yiew. 
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Oeolopeal Plagiarism. 

The following copy of a letter published in the ' Reader,' has been 
sent to us for insertion : — 

"Geological FLAGUBiaic.— To the Editor of the 'Reader.' — Sir,— 
Under this head I obserre a letter in the last impression of the ' Reader/ 
which is by no means flattering to myself, and I would therefore now be^ 
to make a few remarks by way of explanation. ' F. G. S.' is not incorrect 
in supposing that he ' had seen the same ideas, and possibly some of the 
same expressions, not long before in the Memoirs of the Geolosical Sur- 
yey.' 1 acknowledge the similarity of idea in the passages quoted by him, 
and the sameness of expression of which, in one or two cases, as a student 
and a beginner, I haye been unfortunately guilty, and which, but for an 
OTcrsieht, would have been indicated by myerted commas. But when I 
show now that has arisen, I hope 'F. G. S.' will understand my excuse; 
and should this meet the eye orMr. Geikie, that that gentleman will accept 
my apology. On reading oyer, some time ago, the Geological Suryey's 
Memoir on Edinburgh, I was struck with Mr. Geikie's remarks on ' De- 
nudation ' in chap, xiii., which, by the way, applied to Midlothian gene- 
rally, and not to Arthur's Seat in particular. The idea which more es- 
pecially attracted my attention was that Midlothian had been subjected 
to a process of denudation at two different and widely-separate periods in 

geologic time, and as I happened to be studying the geolo^ or Arthur s 
eat at the time, I naturally desired to haye a clearer idea of the effects of 
denudation on that particular hiU. The result was the paper in question, 
which, as you can easily imagine, was written in the spirit of Mr. Geikie's 
remarks, but at the same time with the desire to giye greater prominence 
than he has done to the idea aboye-mentioned. The plan of my paper is 
quite different from the chapter in the Memoir, and is aU I eyer intended 
to ' be regarded as original.' I certainly ou^ht to haye mentioned the 
source from which I haa gathered a portion of my information, and herein 
I confess I haye made a mistake ; but at the same time ' F. G. S.' and Mr. 
Geikie will remember that these ideas on the denudation of Midlothian 
are by no means new, but haye been more or less entertained by our Io<^ 
geologists for some time back, and haye eyen been made the subject of 
papers before the Edinburgh societies, as my own was before its appear- 
ance in the pages of the ' G^logist' — ^I am, ^ut, yours respectfully, J amss 
Haswbll. 

*" JEdUUmrgH, 28ft{ March, 1864." 



The Eternity of the Universe; in H^ew Phraseology, of the Heaoene 

and the Earth, 

Sir,— After many years' reflection upon the subject, I have come to the 
conclusion that the true Scriptural doctrine — ^whicn at the same time com- 
mends itself to reason — ^is, that the uniyerse (in Hebrew phraseology, the 
heayens and the earth) is eternal ; in other words, that as there always haa 
been and will be a God, so there always has been and will be a uniyerse,— 
in Hebrew phraseology, an earth and heayens. I haye come to the 
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opinion, that where geologry ends, there the Mosaic record begins. This 
interpretation is exceedingly simple, and removes all difficulties. We have 
only one question to deaf with, and that a very simple one, namely, does 
the Mosaic record on the one hand, and geology on the other, testify to 
the same condition of the earth at the only point where they come in con- 
tact P This question can be answered in a tew words. 

Moses says, *' In the beginning Gk)d created the heavens and the earth. 
Now the earth it was a wreck and a ruin ; and darkness (was) upon the 
face of the deep ; and the spirit of God (was) hovering over the face of the 
waters." 

The meaning of these words will be best seen in the following para- 
phrase : — ♦ 

" The following is the true history of the creation of the heavens and 
the earth : — They were created by God, and they were created in six days. 
At the time when their creation commenced the earth was in a truly de- 

Slorable condition. It was a wreck and a ruin. The ploughshare of ruin 
ad passed over it, leaving it waste and desolate, dark and damp. Murky 
vapours ascended from the abyss of waters, effectually shutting out the 
light of day. Being deprived of li^ht, the earth was destitute of heat ; 
consequently animafand vegetable hfe was extinct. The Spirit of God re- 
garded the earth in this its desolate condition with tender solicitude, even 
as a mother-bird hovers over her young when in misery and pain." 

According to the exposition of the learned commentator Macknight, 2 
Pet. iii. Q, 6 is a parallel text, referring to the period of the Drift, or, as it 
IS sometimes called, the period of alluvial and diluvial deposits : — '' By the 
word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the 
water and in the water, wherebv (that is, b]r which heavens) the world that 
then was, being overflowed with water, perished." 

Such is the testimony of Moses and the Apostle Peter. 

What says geology r While I am writing, a voice is heard from the 
mountains on the other side the broad Atlantic, attesting the truth of the 
Biblical record. I quote the following paragraph from uie ' London Jour* 
nal,' March 19, 1864 :— 

" I%e Earth made Cold by JSJja^.— Professor Agassiz lately delivered a 
course of three lectures in Boston, U.S., and the greater nart of the last 
one was devoted to a description of the phenomena which indicate that 
the continent of North America had at one time been overlaid by dense 
and unbroken masses of ice, movin^^ from the north to the south. The 
traces of such an agency are found m the peculiar drift deposited on the 
surface of the continent, from the Arctic to the 36th or 40th parallel of 
latitude, being in its nature and composition such as wotdd be deposited by 
immense cakes of ice, pushing forward the debris of the soil over which 
they moved, and bearing on their top the irregular masses of stone which 
are found in the region designated. That the direction of this moving 
mass of ice was from north to south is proved by the abrasion of hills 
having an acclivity facing towards the north, where the southern descent is 
without such characteristic marks. After stating the grounds on which the 
' earthquake theory ' was inadeauate to explain the phenomena of this . 
drift. Professor Agassiz estimated that the ice which deposited this drift 
and produced its other attendant phenomena must have been 6000 or 6000 
feet thick. But whence came ^e cold which produced such a thickness of 
ice ? This query was answered by supposing that there had been injected 
into the sea, from tiie subterranean fires of the earth below it, a vast mass 
of melted material, thus producing an immense volume of vapour, which, 

vol.. Yn. 2 
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abcaping for atfM into the upper air, was oondensed, and fell in the shape 
of snow and nail. By this mans of snow and hail the temperature of tne 
earth's climate was reduced from the comparative warmth which preceded 
it, even in Arctic regions, and the world entered on ' the cold period,* which 
it was the object of the lecturer to describe and to account for while de- 
scribing. Professor Agassiz said that this was the winter which preceded 
mans advent in the world," 

Is not my point made out P Is not the thohu and vohu of Moses iden* 
tical with the eold period ^ the winter ^ the world, of Agassiz P Surely there 
can be only one answer. 

It seems almost superfluous to refer to the boulders which are found in 
Norway and on the coasts of north-western Europe, which evidently be- 
long to the period of the Drift, and which have been borne to the spots 
where they are now found on moving ice. 

I think. Sir, your readers must allow that my point is clearly made out» 
namel]^, that Moses and the geologists are of one mind as to the deplorable 
condition of the earth at the time when the Mosaic record and geology 
come in contact. I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Fbbdx&ick Ftsh. 

Wal^ave, AprU 7, 1864. 

P.S. I take the meaning of the fourth day's creation to be, that the 
sun, moon, and stars, which had been previously obscured, then became 
visible. Henceforth the earth was to receive light from those luminaries, 
and not to be supplied with miraculous light, as on the first day. 



The Scottish Pleraspis, 



Dear Sir,->— If not occupyine too much Sfjace, I would feel obliged b^ 
your. inserting in an early numoer the following remarks on the communi- 
cations in your numbers for March and April from the Bev. H. Mitchell 
and Mr. E. K. Lankester ; these I have the less hesitation in offering, as, 
while fully appreciating the vaUie of the criticisms of one who has done so 
much towards adding to our know^ledge of this genus as Mr. Lankester, I 
can at same time fully corrolK>rate the correctness of Mr. Mitchell's re- 
storation, in his interesting letter, in almost every particular. 

In a former letter (Geol. Feb. 1863) X had occasion to remark that Mr. 
Lankester, in a notice (Deo. 1862) of a former and much less correct re- 
storation of our Scottish Pteraspis by Mr. Mitchell (Nov. 1862), had not 
made sufficient allowance for probable specific difference of form. I muat 
here state my belief that the same mistake has again occasioned some of 
Mr. liankester's remarks in his last letter. I had recently an opportunity 
of inspecting Mr. Mitchell's series of specimens of this nsh, and of com- 
paring them with my own. The^ all undoubtedl^r belong to the same 
species, and are in my opinion distinct from Pteraspis rostratus and other 
. English species. 

Hie oniy points in Mr. Mitchell's latter restoration which appear to me 
scarcely correct are, that the breadth seems rather eza^^geraceo, and that 
the posterior margin is represented as formed of straignt lines, while it 
oonsists of a double curve, concave posteriorly. The lateral posterior 
angles are produced, forming well-marked but very short cusps, pointing 
biuskward and slightly outwards. From this and also from the well-marked 



OOBBCBPOlTDSircB. 171 

and finiflhed lateral outline of the posterior head-plate, I think it extremely 
improbable that this species ever possessed the lateral small plates forming 
the comna of Pteraspts roatrtUus ; certainly none of the many fragments in 
our collections show any vestige of these. One of my specmiens has the 
occipital spine in ntu, and in several of Mr. MiteheH's the spine is shown 
detached; thus differing from the occipital crest of Cephalaspis, which 
forms an integral portion of the head plate. This spine is short, stout, 
striated lon^tudinally, and is deeply inserted in the substance of the head 
}>iato, in which it seems to have been inmovably fixed. In their composi- 
tion tiie head-plates are quite similar to that of the English species, some* 
of Mr. Mitehell's specimens having, as noticed by him, the exterior stria- 
tion, the internal reticulated markings, and the inner nacreous plates op 
lamellsD well preserved. From his specimens I have little doubt that the 
perforations at b, in the figure given in your number for March last, are 
indeed the eye orbits ; while those at a are too distinctly marked to have 
been the result of accidental fracture, whatever may have been their nature. 
As drawn in Mr. Mitehell's latter restoration, and in my figure (Geol. 
Feb. 1863), the test consists of only two distinct plates, an anterior and 
posterior, with a distinct spine. 

No light has yet been thrown on the nature of the under surface of the 
head, some of our many fragments may possible belong to this part of ite 
body ; to me, however, they all seem mere broken firagmente of the upper 
cephalic plates. 

As to the oral appendages, until very recently I was of opinion that 
these were of the nature indicated in Mr. Lankester's letter, both in this 
genus and in Cephalaspis. This opinion was founded not only on negative 
evidence, but also on tne form of the plate protecting the under sur&ce of 
the head of the latter genus, and in my letter referred to (Feb. 1863) I 
expressed this conviction pretty strongly. During the course of last au- 
tumn, however, I had the good fortune to open out some magnificent spe- 
cimens of Cephalaspis LyelU, in which the position and character of the 
mouth and teeth are distinctly exhibited. The mouth opened immediately 
under the cephalic plate, the gape occupying about one-third of the entire 
outer margin, the upper maxillse, or jaws, anchylosed with the cephalie 
plate, forming an integral part of it, and are finished with a single row of 
short, stout, sughtly flattened teeth, which extend quite round to tne comua 
or cusps. In one of my specimens, a portion of the lower jaw is preserved 
with its single row of similar teeth. From the decided analogy between 
Cephalaspis and Pteraspis, it is probable that the latter had been similarly 
provided. One of Mr. Mitehell's specimens seems to bear this out, having, 
as noticed by him, the anterior margin of the anterior plate turned down- 
wards and inwards, as in aU our moderately well preserved heads of Ce* 
phaiaspis. The analogy between these genera is further confirmed by Mr. 
Lankester's most interesting discovery of the scales of Pteraspis, stated 
by him to be similar to the dorsal series of Cephalaspis, — ^meaning, I pre- 
sume, the bony rings covering the body of this creature. These, however, 
my specimens show to have been again covered externally by scales similar 
to those covering the cephalic plate. 

It seems to me that as yet the nature of the Cephalaspidie is very imper- 
fectly understood. I stronsly suspect the cephalic plate to consist of the 
various cranial bones anchylosed, while the bony rings protecting the body 
ecjually appear to represent the vertebrae and nbs ; all covered externally 
with scales, or rather dermal scutes, thus indicating that this family may 
have held among the fishes a place somewhat, although by no means ex- 
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actiy analogous to that held by the Chelonians amongst the more highly 
or^^anized reptiles. Much careful investigation is necessary, and still more 
perfect specimens are required before this can be fullr wrought out. 

It is right here also to state that to Mr. Mitchell oelongs the merit of 
first discovering Pteraspis in our Scottish rocks, although it is only very 
recently that I was aware that he had procured and recognized fraementa 
of this fish some time anterior to my discovery of its remains. Belieying 
our Scottish Pteraspis to be specifically distinct from the other species yet 
found, in a paper which I hope to have the honour of communicating at 
an early meeting of the Geological Society of London, noticing it aJong 
with some other Forfarshire &he8, I propose his name as a specific affix 
for it, and that it should be known as Ptereupu Miichelli, 

I am, dear Sir, Yours ever truly. 

Jambs Powms. 

EeswaUa, Aprils 1864. 

Spiral Planetary Orbits. 

Sir, — ^Your highly suggestive article on "Spiral Planetary Orbits" 
(vide * Geologist ' for March) gave rise to some ideas which may prove in- 
teresting to those of your readers who are partial to speculative inquiries. 

The generally accepted explanation of the planets' translatory motion is, 
that those bodies were projected once fur all into free space with great ve- 
locity, and that as they meet with no resistance they will always continue 
their course. 

The existence of free space here assumed, is, however, very doubtful, 
since we can hardly reconcile a perfect vacuum with the transmission 
through it of light and heat, for we know of no such thing as physical 
force existing independently of matter. But, as you have already shown, 
if matter does occupy space, then, however rarefied it may be, there must 
be resistance, friction, and consequently retardation of planetary motion. 
This slackening of the speed, by destroying the equihbrium of the centri* 
petal and centrifugal forces, would contract the orbits, and ultimately 
cause the planets to fall into the sun. The equilibrium of the two forces 
once destroyed, both the decrease of speed and the increase of attraction 
would tend to the same end, and the motion towards the sun would be so 
continuously and immensely accelerated that the final catastrophe would 
not perhaps be so far distant as mi^ht at first be imagined. 

To such a view of planets revolving in a plenum, without any supply of 
motive force but that first acc^uired, some difficulties present themselves, 
not the least of which is, that if the results of retarded planetary move- 
ments are expected to evince themselves in the future, they may also be 
looked for at present, as phenomena indicative of such retarded movements 
during time past ; for we know not, neither can we imagine, what proportion 
the past bears to the future. 

But can we discern any such phenomena? Not in the planetary cir- 
cuits, for the centripetal and centrifugal forces still appear to balance each 
other, their equilibrium remains undisturbed, and we do not find that those 
planets nearer the sun have a decreased orbital velocity. On the contraiy, 
for " the angular velocity of a planet's movement in its circuit is inversely 
as the square of its distance from the sun." 

How, then, can we reconcile the continued regularity ofplanetary mo* 
tion with the existence of a resisting medium in space P Does it not ap- 
pear as though we should have to discard the '' projected once for aU '* 
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hypoihesis, and assame the existence of a sastained or continually acting 
motive power? 

Then, recalling to mind the correlation of the physical forces, and view- 
ing heat and the other forces as directly or indirectly convertible into their 
equivalents of motion, we are induced to ask, may not force emanating 
m>m the sun be the sustaining cause of planetary centrifugal motion P 
Here we should have a continuous supply of force, which, bv counteract- 
ing the centripetal force and the resistance of ether, would prevent any 
contraction of the orbits. Moreover, by such means, we could understand 
how it is that planets nearer the sun have a greater velocity than those 
more distant, for the increase of heat and consequentiy of velocity they 
received would be equal to the increase of attraction, and heat, velocitv, 
and attraction would all be inversely as the square of the distance of tne 
body from the sun. This we find to be the case. 

According to such a view, our journey around the sun would only cease 
when that luminary failed to supply the necessary amount of force. But, 
were the sun to become dark and cold, no life could exist on our globe, no 
changes could take place in the conditions of matter, there comd be no 
liquids, no gases, so that the contact of earth and sun at such a time would 
be the coUision of two dark, gloomy, silent, lifeless masses of inert 
matter. 

The revolution of satellites around planets, as for example that of the 
moon around the earth, might perhaps be accounted for by supposing the 
earth's motion (which we cannot believe to be wasted), converted iiito 
frictional heat at the surface, which, together with the moon's heat, might 
act as sufficient centrifugal force to counteract their mutual attraction. 
The moon's revolution, m conjunction with the earth, around the sun 
would be perhaps the result of that luminary's heat or force acting on 
planet and satellite as a connected system. 

The greatest difficulty which presents itself to the view of solar force 
producing motion is the fact that we only know heat as a molecular force. 
But M. Eaye, in the ' Comptes Kendus,' supposes the existence of a repul- 
sive force exerted by the sun, not to be expressed by attraction with a 
negative sign prefixed, but bearing the same relation to molecular repul- 
sion as celestial attraction does to terrestrial attraction. 

Lastly, let us call the comets into the witness-box, and see what those 
eccentric individuals have to say on this subject. In an article entitled 
"Cometary Phenomena" ('Intellectual Observer,' 1863), we find the 
following ; — " It is evident that the whole of the mass is vehemently 
acted upon by some influence emanating from the sun, the continuation 
and accumulation of which, after the perihelion passage, seem to point 
to a calorific rather than a more instantaneous electric or magnetic action." 
Again, Mr. Marsh, in writing of comets in the ' American Journal of 
Science and Arts,' attributes the peculiar character of cometary matter to 
the extreme and violent changes which it undergoes in its rotation around 
the sun. Halley's comet, for example, at one time approaches the sun to 
within 66 millions of miles, and then recedes to the enormous distance of 
3370 millions of miles. At the time of its perihelion, or least distance, it 
passes through one heliocentric degree of its orbit in 15*7 hours, and receives 
m a given time 3600 times as much heat as when it reaches its aphelion or 
greatest distance, in which position its motion is so slow, that six years 
and a half are required for its passage through one heliocentric degree. 
Thus, it will be seen, that comets with eccentric orbits are subject to vio- 
lent changes of temperature and velocity which do not affect (to such an 
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eztoni) planets whoae orbito appfoximate more doeely to tlie circular 
form. 

la oonduiioii, it may be said that in the absence of a continuous supply 
of motive force, it is quite as difficult to reconcile a plenum with planetary- 
regularity as a vacuum with the transmission of light and heat. 

I am, Sir, yours obediently, 

John Fbmtbcobt, F.C.S. 
London, April 6, 1864. 



COLONIAL GEOLOGY. 



LEAVES FROM MY AUSTRALIAN NOTEBOOK. 

BT THOMAS HABBI80K, OF UELBOUKKB. 
NO. I. CAPB SCHANCK, ITS BASALTS AND CAYBS. 

This spot, although barely, as the crow flies, fifty miles from Melbourne, 
is not easy of access. Its bold, precipitous, and iron-bound coast-line 
offers no harbours ; the district boasts of neither town nor township — an 
Australian name for a little village, just as a city in America may mean 
half-a-dosen tenements, — a few farmers till the rich soil of the neighbour- 
hood, and some three or four squatters hare stations thereabouts ; the 
traffic between such a place and the metropolis is small, and on its not al- 
together bad roads coaches are unknown. To proceed thither one must 
take his own or hired horse or vehicle, or he must go on foot. Adoptinpr 
the latter alternative, the better plan will be to land at Schna^per ]Point 
or, supposing the steamer should be running, at Dromana. TIua, the last 
townsnip on the route, is composed of soine two or three houses, as many 
hotels, and a long pier, built apparently to accommodate the latter. Close 
adjacent, and the nrincipal landmark near, is Arthur's Seat, a hill or 
mountain of some thousand feet in altitude. This consists of a central 
granite mass, surrounded by Tertiary, Silurian, and Basaltic rocks. The 
ascent is easy and the height by no means great, but being situate on a 
sort of peninsula, the view from the mountain top is extremely fine, em- 
bracing, as it does, an extensive panorama of Western Port, Port Phillip, 
Bass Straits, and in one direction the vast spread of still uncleared land 
lying between the seacoast and the Australian Alps. 

In visiting the spot I was unable, during the short time at my disposal* 
to detect traces of the Tertiary deposits having been in the least disturbed, 
BO that, although the surface of the adjoining district appears to have been 
alternately raised and submerged several times, the clianges must have 
been brought about by movements in which the older granite and the 
newer strata alike participated. Descending from the mountain, the road 
lies for some miles further along the coast of the adjacent hay. In this 
part of the journey very little of the picturesque presents itself, the 
student of geology may, however, see in some measure how rocks are 
formed, by a careful contemplation of the numerous sandbanks running 
along the shore ; and may, moreover, chance to find, stranded upon the 
beaoh, more than oae specimen of that representative of a bygone age, 
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80 intiere^tinj^ to ihe student of oolitic and oretaoeonis fossik, the CeHra^ 
don Pkilipsi. 

Leaving the beach, in order to cross the peninsula at its narrowest part, 
the bush track to be followed leads over an extensive limestone district 
and an immense number of little hills, called locally " cups and saucers,"' — 
a name derived from each hillock resembling a sort of rounded cup or 
basin turned upside down. A more tame or dreary bit of scenery can 
scarcely be imagined. In the valleys it is impossible to see twenty yards 
before you, and on the higher portions of the ground you see nothmg but 
the eternal round-topped hills, each so like its fellows, that, supposing the 
sun does not shine, one is certain to lose his bearings unless tne compass 
is constantly studied. What trees there are appear stunted and deformed, 
and in summer the scrub below is either parched up by heat or blackened 
by bush-fires. Ever and anon you come across a dilapidated hut, used, in 
the days of building speculation or a dearth of coals, as the abode of 
either a lime-burner or a wood-cutter ; but there is nothing very pleasing 
in the spectacle. Of streams of water there are none, although springs 
are said to be readily found at a very moderate depth. Being once lost 
hereabout for eight hours, with an empty pooket-nask, an unpleasant re- 
mittiseence of a recent breakfast on salt meat, and beneath the parching' 
BUB of an Australian summer, I have a most vivid recollection of the lo^ 
calitjT, and the particular joy experienced when, like the soldiers of tlie old 
Ghreoan general, I was able to cry, " The sea ! the sea !" and survey from 
the last dry " cup and saucer " of the set or series the fine spectacle of 
Bass Straits rolling its giant waves lazily on the beach. 

The first thing striking the tourist on the Straits side of the peninsula 
is the number or sand dunes everywhere apparent. These are still in pro- 
cess of f<»ination, stretching vk^ith a gentle slope towards the sea, present- 
ing a t<^erably steep escarpment inland, looking the very pictures of 
desolation, bare as they are of all herbage, save where a few sand-reeds 
have taken root» or where some already half-buried tree stretches its few 
leaf-covered branches above the drifting sand. 

The limestone hereabout is remarkable for containing numerous con- 
cretions shaped like branches and roots. Settlers in the neighbourhood 
declare these to be petrified trees, long since buried as before described ; a 
belief in some degree borne out by the large number of trees seen to be, 
more or less, completely covered up in all directions by the ever -moving 
hills. Certainly the resemblance to petrified trees is exceedingly great, 
and down the centre of more than one of these bodies I have myself found 
running a small portion of decaying wood ; so that if the ligneous substance 
does not actually petrify, it may act as a sort of conductor, whereby water 
it guided through the mass, c^nenting, in time, the grains of sand and 
oomininuted shdls into a stone harder than the surrounding rock. 

The wide extent of sandy beach and the friable nature ot the limestone 
is hardly favourable to the development of very precipitous cliffs, and 
genmlly, even where the coast is highest, the ground slopM with tolerably 
steep descent towards the sea. After a time, nowever, a singular change 
in the cliff formation is apparent. A jutting headland is distinctly seen» 
in the distance, presenting its lowermost and basement stratum to the 
waves as a straignt and perpendicular wall of rock, whilst higher up there 
is the formerly observed doping portion, the whole looking somewhat like 
the edge of a plank bevellea to the extent of half its thickness. This ap* 
pearance is the natural result of the lower portion being basalt and the 
tipper being limestone^ similar to that bef(»e described. This «liff, com<* 



176 THX GEOLOGIST. 

posed of these two strata, rises in some places to nearly two hundred feet. 
Cape Schanck itself, a projecting toneue of land, is nearly of this altitude, 
ana is surmonnted by a lighthouse oearing its name, and towering up- 
wards for another fifty feet. 

Generally speaking, the cliffs are nearly impracticable for either ascend- 
ing or descenaing, but immediately eastward of the Lighthouse Point the 
bftfalt suddenly dips, and the bottom of the limestone being but little 
above the sea-leyei, a slope is formed, by means of which descent is a 
matter of but little difficulty ; scrambling down this, the spectator finds 
himself in a little cove — dry, save during storms from the south-west — and 
which, from its cindery appearance, might be a sort of Testibule to Tar- 
tarus. At one place, where the cliffs are most perpendicular, is seen a 
small opening, which, explored, turns out to be the entrance to a cave, 
from whose roof depend immense stalactites of fantastic forms. It often 
happens that caves m volcanic rocks are the result of a fault, consequent 
on two streams of molten matter meeting and forming an imperfect joint; 
but the cave under consideration apparently owes its origm to a soft 
strata of basalt (presently to be alluded to), which being eaten away by 
successive tempests and the percolation of land-spring, has left the cavily 
as at present. The stalactites are simply a deposition of lime gathered 
by water gradually filtering through the limestone stratum by which the 
cliffs are surmounted hereabout. 

The force of water driven into waves by continued storms may be studied 
here with great advantage. Looking out from this solitary mlet, as sea 
aft«r sea comes tumbling in, the scene is grand in the extreme. Bocks 
such as Martin loved to paint as foregrounds to his pictures, are here seen, 
alternately white with foam or black as some huge sea-monster shaking his 
dripping sides above the brine. Nor is the beautiful absent in this seques- 
terea spot. In sheltered nooks sea-anemones spread out their flower-like 
tentacles, and troops of tiny, brightly-painted mollusca crawl lazily over the 
sea-washed boulders. Adown in crystal pools, left by the retreating tide, 
appears a bottom thickly covered with seaweeds of a hundred hues. 
Looking at these, one s torts, perhaps from their propriety, a body of 
migratory crabs, who take tremendous "headers" downward into the 
limpid water, and hide in sore affright mid groves of fucoids. 

Just out at sea, beyond the slanting tongue of limestone by which the 
descent has been made, stands a solitary piUar of basalt fifty feet in height, 
and known as the pulpit rock. In these da}[s of iron-clads and cupola- 
ships, looking at the mass from one point, it is not difficult to associate its 
peculiar form with that of a huge, half-submerged battery with a single 
turret. The mass of limestone, too, close adjacent, bears no slight resem- 
blance to the iron-roofed * Merrimac' Seen together, these two objects 
might reasonably be taken for the ' Monitor ' and her famed antagonist, 
which, meeting m deadly strife, were going down head first beneath the 
billows. 

Along the whole range of coast from the above spot to Western Head 
are scattered evidences of phenomena interesting to me geologist. In one 
spot a spring, after percolating the limestone rock and bubbling out fr^m 
beneath the foot of the cliff, coats the shingle with calcareous sinter, and 
forms a conglomerate of basaltic pebbles, shells, and corals ; in another, 
masses of seaweed drifting ashore with stones entangled in their roots, show 
how portions of a distant rock may be transported and eventually dropped 
on some deep sea-bottom where currents are unknown. Here there are 
oaves large enough to hold a hundred smugglers, and close beyond a natural 
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aroh that might ha^e been baiit bj gigantic Titans ; a little further, and 
there ia a basaltic stack rivalling a cathedral in dimensions, or a lofty 
pillar, poised on a slender base, rears itself in some sheltered bay. 

Near Western-Fort entrance, the basalt dips downwards into a sort of 
basin, in which a whitish Tertiary rock, looking at a distance like chalk, but 
Tery different in appearance from that rock when closely examined, has 
been deposited, and is literally built up of spines of Echinids, shells of 
mollosca, and the broken carapaces of large crustaceans. The whole of 
these remains, with the exception of the spines, are much broken ; the 
latter are so well preserved that youths in the neighbourhood collect them 
to use as slate-pencils : for such a purpose they answer most admirably. 

About a mile westerly from this rock, the upper portion of the basalt 
having been denuded down to the water's edge, a pavement of hexagonal 
and pentagonal blocks is displayed. These, the blocks, are of such regu- 
larity as to resemble a work of art rather than one of nature. Here, as in 
most portions o£ the district along the coast, the basalt is arranged in a 
manner which resembles stratification. First of all, at the sea-level, or 
near it, is a compact rock, sometimes columnar, although from its low level 
this feature is not particularly noticeable, unless, as in the case above cited, 
the ends of the columns are laid bare ; next there is a thin bed of red- 
oehrish clay, comparatively soft and friable; and above, forming the 
summit of the clins, save where the limestone appears as a capping, is a 
thick mass of basalt, only rudely, if at all of a columnar structure. 

No idea can be formed of the extent downwards of this lower bed, it 
never having been passed through. The thickness must, however, be con- 
siderable, since basalt only assumes a crystalline form when collected and 
cooled in large masses. 

As a rough guess, I would suggest that the entire formation is the result 
of at least two outbursts of molten material, and that the clayey stratum 
referred to had collected either as scum and scoriie arising from the molten 
matter, or as detritus deposited thereon by aqueous agency. Over this the 
upper basalt was afterwards poured out. Subsequently the district sunk 
beneath the sea, allowing Tertiary rocks, after covering the whole, to be 
deposited ; last of all, the formation was raised to its present levels and the 
process of denudation commenced. 

This denudation would be greatly facilitated by the existence of the soft 
layer just referred to. On this the waves, as they do at present in eating 
out caves and arches, would act successfully. Once undermined to any 
great extent, the fall of lar^e portions of cliff would be a matter of cer- 
tainty, and strewn upon the oeach as boulders and shingle kept in motion 
by successive surges, every fragment would act the part of a muller grind- 
ing and being ground to powder ; thus the talus would be cleared away, 
and the sea would be permitted once more to eat away the soft and yield- 
ing stratum. 

Beflecting upon these phenomena^ the mind is naturally astonished at 
the idea of a sea of molten materials stretching over an area of fully two 
hundred square miles. Nor is the subsequent wasting away and denuda- 
tion by waves and ocean currentSi to the extent which oecomos evident by 
a merely casual observation, one whit less startling. Basalt similar in 
mineralogical character, and of like geologic age, forms the surface-rock of 
Philip, is covered by a thin capping of Tertiary deposits in French Island, 
and overlies the Carboniferous strata on the a^oining midnLind near 
Griffith Point, No one examining these several baraltic masses can 
doubt of their having been onoe continuous. The various channela lead* 
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iiig to the ooean, together with the gnater part of Weatera Port Bay 
itself, miut have beea litcrallj cat oat by the coatioaal inflaic and efiax of 
the tidal wave. Some of the difficalty may be avoided by sappoaing a toil 
strata undermined by the huge breakers of the Pacific, as previously 
alluded to, but even then the time necessary for accomplishing the re- 

Jiuired result almost surpasses belief. Shingle in every stage of formation 
rom fine sand to angubur boulders, huge landslips whose fall must as- 
suredly have been of eomparatively recent date, and rocky masses so under- 
mined as to render their speedy crumbling into a mass of detritus^ a matter 
of certainty, — all point to Uie same conclusion, that the disintegration of the 
indurate material has been solel v the result of aqueous a^ncies long con- 
tinued. Still, both theory and fact alike declare the immensity of the 
period required to bring about the changes witnessed. The colonist re- 
members the shingly beach as ever shingle ; the mass of talus seems to have 
undergone no visible change ; and the rocks, whose bases are undermine4t 
and whose stability thus seemingly destroyed, appeared just as near their 
dissolution when some adventurous circumnavigator left his vessel in the 
offing, and landed hereabout for the first time some century ago. 



PROCEEDINGS OF GEOLOGICAL SOCEBTIES. 



SCHOOL OP MINES.— DR. PEBCT'S LECHTRES ON CHEMICAL OKOLOGT. 

Lbcturb III., December 17, 1863. — At our last meeting attention was 
especially directed to the subject of alimiina, a base consisting of a metal 
termed " aluminium " and of oxygen. It exists extensively diffused through 
nature, and is the essential constituent of all clays, or, at all events, is an 
essential constituent of all clays. It exists in nature beautifully crystal- 
lized, and is then known as corundum. When coloured blue it is termed 
sapphire, when red, ruby. Sometimes this corundum occurs opaque from 
the presence of impunties, and then we have it in the form of common 
emery. In the laboratory of the chemist, dried alumina is known simply 
as a white amorphous powder, excessively insoluble and infusible. Having 
described the physical and chemical properties of alumina, we proceeded 
then to examine certain methods by which it can be obtained in a crystal- 
line form. We will now pass on to consider further this part of our subject. 

In the first place, the lecturer claimed attention to a singular and beauti- 
ful mineral " staurolite," which has been prepared artificiiuly^. A word by 
way of caution. It does not follow that the methods by which we can pre- 
pare mineral matters crystallized in the laboratory, should be precisely 
those which nature herself has adopted on a great scale, though in many 
cases there is no doubt that the processes employed are reallv identical 
with those which nature herself has employed. Then, again, there is an- 
other very important point to bear in mind. The same mineral substance 
may be produced by methods entirely distinct. The well-known and beau- 
tiful mineral termed •' febpar " can be produced both by the agency of 
liquids at a tolerably high temperature, and also directly by igneous fusion. 
Specimens of magnificently crystallieed felspar have been tiJcen from fur- 
naces, where tliere is no doubt about the mode of its production. And 
now for this mineral, staurolite, which is a silicate of alumina. We are in- 
debted to Deville for a singular experiment regarding the formation of tiiis 
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mtDeral. It does Dot at all follow that his plrooess should be exactly that 
which nature herself has adopted, but still it is remarkably illustrative of 
what mnj occur, and on that account is worthy of notice in detail. We take 
a porcelain tube, and plaee it vertically in a furnace. It is open at both 
ends, and we introduce through the upper part of the tube the fi^as, fluo- 
ride of silicon. At the top we have a layer of alumina ; then there is a 
layer of silica ; and so on in alternation — alumina, silica, alumina, silica-* 
beginning with alumina, and finishing with silica. We will heat that tube 
to red-wniteness, and then note the result. The gas, fluoride of silicon, 
is a compound of fluorine and silicon. When it comes in contact with 
the alumina, a curious reaction takes place. A portion of the silica is 
deposited here, and we get the mineral silicate of alumina, a corre- 
sponding proportion of the aluminium displaced and volatilized in the 
form of fluoride of aluminium. It is important clearly to understand this 
part of the operation. You perceive that we bring fluoride of silicon' in 
contact with alumina, that is, with a compound of aluminium and oxy- 
gen. A reaction takes place between those two substances at this tem- 
perature, whereby silicate of alumina is produced. The mineral, stauro- 
lite, happens to be this particular silicate of alumina, and fluoride of 
aluminium is evolved. That descending, and coming in contact with the 
stratum of silica beneath, undergoes a change similar to that which the 
fluoride of silicon underwent in the first instance, and we get the same 
mineral formed in the second layer from silica as was formed in the first 
layer from alumina — in one instance by the action of fluoride of silicon, 
and in the other hj the action of fluoride of aluminium. At the second de- 
composition there is fluoride of silicon evolved, which acts upon the alumi- 
nium below exactly as in the first instance ; and so it goes on in succession, 
and at length you obtain the tube full of the mineral staurolite — this sili- 
cate of alumina, and yet you have onbr employed a small amount of fluoride 
of silicon in the first instance to effect tnis transformation. Thus, by a 
small amount of this body, you can convert an indefinite Quantity of uu- 
mina and silica into this mineral. As much fluoride or silicon finally 
escapes from the tube as entered it in the first instance. It is one of the 
most beautiful and striking experiments in the whole of this department 
of science. The staurolite produced in this waj is crystallized. 

We pass on to a few remarks on another cunous and important mineral, 
— namely, topaz. This is a compound, the precise rational composition of 
which does not appear to be very clearly understood even at tne present 
time. It is essentially a silicate of alumma containing fiuorine, but some 
doubt is entertained as to the exact mode in which that fluorine exists in 
the compound. 

Now, one might have reasonably anticipated that topaz might have been 
produced in some such way as that just explained with regard to the pro- 
duction of staurolite ; but, according to Deville, who tried the experiment, 
topaz cannot be so formed. There is, however, some little discrepancy in 
the statements which have been made on this point ; for Daubree states 
that it is formed by heating alumina to redness m a current of fluoride of 
silicon. We must wait for further information, seeing that these two 
chemists disagree on the subject. But if topaz cannot be so formed, a pe- 
culiar mineral termed " zircon," which is a silicate of zirconia (zirconia cor- 
responding in formula with alumina), may be produced in beautiful crystals 
when the fluoride of silicon is passed over zirconia. Take a tube contain- 
ing zirconia, and heat it to a ^ood red-heat, or more than that, and then 
pass OT€r the gas fluoride of silioon, and you obtain the mineral crystallized 
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--a silicate of ziroonia. It oocnn, Deyille says, in octahedral crystab, and 
these crystals exactly resemble those of Monte Somma, in Yesuyins. He 
assures us that they naTe the same faces, the same aujB^les, and the same ex- 
ternal characteristics ; so that he concludes that it is almost certain that 
they must have resulted from the same process— from the same operation 
of fire. Every mineralogist knows that certain speoiEc minerals have pecu- 
liarities accordiug to the locality, and these must depend upon certain con- 
ditions attending their formation. Kow, as these crystals of sircon possess 
such an assemblage of characteristics, we may reasonably admit that 
Deville's conclusion has something like a good foundation to rest upon. 
Then he further remarks, it may be demonstrated that the small (quantities 
of fluor existing in the metamorphic rocks, or rather beds of this kmd, have 
suiEced to form indefinite quantities of zircon. We shall, by-and-by, 
direct attention to the subject of fluor, which may have played a very im- 
portant part in the economy of nature, — a much more important part than 
many persons are yet disposed to admit. It is, as we shall see, a very 
widely-diflused element, though occurring only in small quantity. 

When the same experiment was made entirely with zirconia instead of 
alumina, the whole contents of the tube were completely transformed into 
zircon. Zircon occurs in rocks which, there is reason to believe, have been 
exposed to a tolerably high temperature. It occurs in the syenite of Nor- 
way, for example, replacing felspar; so that the rock consists only of 
hornblende, zircon, and a small quantity of quartz ; hence the rock is 
designated " zircon-syenite." 

The next mineral which it may be interesting to examine is the mineral 
termed " cryolite," which, in fact^ forms a geological bed. It is an ex- 
ceedingly remarkable mineral, fusible at a comparatively low temperature. 
It is a compound of fluoride of sodium and fluoride of aluminium. Its 
formula is 3NaFl -f AljFl,. It is an anhydrous mineral — that is, free 
from water. It contains about 13 per cent, of aluminium. It is found in 
Greenland in a layer of fpeiss, and in the vicinity of mica. According to 
Bischoff, there is a quantity of mica about it, which he supposes has played 
a very important part. The bed of cryolite is eighteen feet thick. Cryolite 
is associated with various minerals which undoubtedly are of aoueous 
origin. For example, iron p^ites — though certainly not prepared at a 
hipn temperature — copper pyrites, galena, and sparry iron ore, which cer- 
tainly never could have occurred at a high temperature, — these are the as- 
sociates of cryolite, and they tell us the story of its formation. It is clearly 
produced by the agency or water as a solvent. It may be produced by 
melting together directly fluoride of aluminium and fluoride of sodium. It 
may ako be formed in the wet way by digesting fluoride of sodium with 
excess of hydrochloric acid and common gelatinous alumina. 

Bischofl* supposes mica to have played a very important part as a source 
of fluorine,;— indeed, as a source ot fluorine in common fluorspar which we 
meet with in so many localities. 

The next subject for our consideration is one of considerable importance 
—of the highest importance ; it is that of calcium and lime. 

All lime, like alumina, contains a metallic base. Calcium, the base of 
lime, is exceedingly light, has a yellowish colour, is readily fusible, and 
exceedingly oxidizable, so that it is impossible to expose it to the air with- 
out its undergoing oxidation — contrary to what we have seen is the case 
with aluminium, xtecently, some important experiments have been made 
by Wohler on the subject. He has discovered certain combinations of car- 
bon and calcium equivalent to those known in iron — in the form of pig iron. 
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It 18 with lime especially, and its componndB, that we have to do. Lime 
IB compoaed of one equivalent of calcium and one of oxygen. You are all 
familiar with the properties of lime — an amorphous body, white, or more 
or less coloured with impurity, and which, on the application of water, . 
slacks ; that is, it absorbs water, the water enters into combination with 
it, and becomes solid, and on its passing from the liquid to the solid state, 
a large amount of heat is eyolve<L The lime falls to pieces, having become 
hydrated, or, in common language, slacked. It is slightly soluble in water, 
as erery one knows, producing the well-known liquid called lime-water. 
When combined with water — for it must be hydrated — ^it unites readily 
with carbonic acid, forming carbonate of lime. 

Carbonate of lime is a muieral which occurs very extensirely in nature, 
forming beds of chalk, limestone, and two rery important minerals, namely, 
calcite and arragonite. Carbonate of lime is a compound of one equivalent 
of carbonic acid and one of lime. It is known in three distinct states. 
There is, first, the amorphous or chalk-like state : we will call it chalk. It 
is perfectly non-crystalline or amorphous. There is, then, the form of 
arragonite which occurs in prismatic crystals, and belongs to the prismatic 
system. The third form or carbonate of lime is that of calcite or calcspar, 
which is rhombohedral, crystallizing in the beautiful rhombohedral crystals 
with which every minenJogist is familiar. Arragonite varies in specific 
gravity from 293 to 301. This is a point to nole. The calcite has a lower 
specific gravity, ranging from 2*69 to 2*76, so that not only in their crys- 
talline system, but also in specific gravity, are these two minerals distm- 
guished clearly from each other. 

The next point is the solubility of carbonate of lime. In treating this 
subject of chemical geology, the lecturer was selecting all those points 
which he conceived had a direct geological bearing ; and it is requisite to 
pay rather close attention, which, perhaps, may be considered tedious, to 
this part of our subject. One part of car Donate of lime dissolves in 1 10,000 
parts of pure water, in round numbers : it is 110,132 parts really. This car- 
Donate of lime dissolves to a much greater extent when carbonic acid is 
passed through the water, and it then forms what is termed bicarbonate of 
lime. One part of carbonate of lime dissolves in 998 parts of water con- 
taining carbonic acid, according to Bischoff, the carbonic acid being passed 
through the water for an hour. He has made several experiments upon 
this subject, which are remarkable. He finds that the solubility varies to 
a great extent with the nature of the carbonate of lime operated upon. 
Thus, 11'15 parts of chalk were dissolved in 10,000 parts of water by pass- 
ing carbonic acid through for an hour. He performed this experiment 
three times, and each time he obtained pretty nearly the same result ; 
but, when he tried the experiment with carbonate of lime precipitated from 
a salt of lime, passing the carbonic acid through for about the st^ne time as 
he did in the experiments with the chalk, he found that 28 parts dissolved 
in 10,000 parts of water. There is another very striking statement; but 
which will require further corroboration. It is, that burnt muschelkalk 
dissolved to the extent of 136*3 parts in 10,000 parts of water, by passing 
carbonic acid through the water lor an hour and a half. 

In passing, he would mention the fact, that when arragonite is exposed 
to a red-heat, it falls to powder ; and it was supposed for a long time that 
this powder consisted of minute rhombs of calcite. This, however, is 
denied by Gustavo Hose, who contends that the powder is strictly amor- 
phous. 

Let us now consider the mode of formation of arragonite, or the oondi- 
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tions under which ifc may be produced ; and, when we understand these 
conditions, we shall find that the information afforded will tend to eluci- 
date the formation of certain geological phenomena, especially with refer- 
ence to temperature. It will indicate to us the temperature and other con- 
ditions under which rocks containing arragonite may haye been formed. 

Arragonite may be formed by dropping common chloride of calcium in 
molten carbonate of notash or soda. The method is to melt the carbonate, 
and then drop in the chloride of calcium. Decomposition occurs, and 
chloride of potassium or sodium and carbonate of lime are formed. We 
owe to Gustave Bose several experiments upon this subject, which, though 
they may seem somewhat minute and tedious, are extremely important and 
interesting. In the molten state the mass is clear, but it becomes opaque 
and white on solidification. Upon washing the product with cold water, 
an amorphous carbonate of lime or chalk wss produced. It was always 
obtained at first in minute microscopic globules, perfectly amorphous, or 
non-crystalline ; but Bose tells us that after twenty-four nours tlie whole 
became changed into rhombic crystals of calcsnar. That is a curious point, 
and the lecturer asked particular attention to the temperature of the water 
employed, and the degree of dilution, for all depended upon those two con- 
ditions. On the other hand, by boiling the product in water, instead of 
washing it with cold water, the globules are almost instantly changed, 
not into rhombs of calcspnr, but into prisms of arragonite. This little dif- 
ference of temperature, then, is sufficient to effect this great change. These 
microscopic ciy stals of arragonite being left to cool in the water, become 
transformed into rhombs of calcite. He found that the same results were oh* 
tained by substituting chalk, arragonite powder, or calcspar, for chloride of 
calcium. Some experiments on this subject were made a long time ago hj 
Becquerel, to whom we are deeply indebted for a great variety of experi- 
ments bearing on the subject of mineralogy. He was one of the first to 
take up the subject energetically. He formed arragonite by leaving plates of 
selenite or gypsum during several years in contact with a solution of bicar- 
bonate of soda of the specific gravity of 1*070. The result of the decomposi- 
tion was sulphate of soda and carbonate of line. The carbonate of lime pro- 
duced appeared in the form of crystallized arragonite. The ciystals consisted 
of very acute double pyramids, base to base, thus producing a very acute 
dodecahedron. The same result was obtained in a few days by heating to 
the boiling-point (100° C.) plates of selenite in a solution of bicarbonate of 
soda, saturated cold. The solution was contained in hermetically -sealed 
tubes of glass, and great pressure was given by a very ingenious artifice. 
There was no necessity in this case for raising tne temperature of the glass 
very high to get the pressure. The pressure required was about five at- 
mospheres, and this was obtained by half filling the glass with the solution 
in question, and then putting in a &w drwps ofbisulphide of carbon, which 
is an exceedingly volatile body. It was inert, having no effect what- 
ever upon the solution, but it enabled him to get a pressure of five atmo- 
spheres at this low temperature. He tells us that the crystals of arrago- 
nite which he thus formed were very distinct and very limpid, and in ten 
days they were Tou*^hs of an inch on the side. 

These various points are apparently trivial, but in their application they 
may be of considerable importance, as what appear to be small things very 
often are. Gustave Bose found that, by leaving a very dilute aqueous so- 
lution of carbonate of lime in excess of carbonic acid, ^eely exposed to the 
air, arragonite was formed. All depends upon the solution being very 
dilute and at the ordinary temperature. If a common solution of earb<^- 
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nftto of lime in excess of carbonic acid is thns left exposed, yon will gv?t^ 
not arragonite, but crystals of calcite. This is a remarkable fact. Bj 
heating a common solution of carbonate of lime — that is, a solution con- 
taining the ordinary amount of carbonate of lime dissolved by virtue of the 
presence of carbonic acid— you get arragonite, and not calcite. An ordi- 
nary solution of carbonate of lime, or — what is equivalent — a much stronger 
one, gives calcite by exposure at the ordinary temperature ; and this same 
solution, when heated, denosits arragonite. If such a solution be evapo- 
rated in a platinum vessel, the residue contains carbonate of lime in all 
three forms, namely, the amorphous or chalk, arragonite, and calcspar. 
This is an important point. 

Having obtained these results, Eose then went on to investigate the pre- 
cise changes corresponding to different degrees of temperature. Tliese are 
his chief results : — ^At 100 Centigrade — that is, the boihng-point of water — 
the greatest part of the residue was arragonite in characteristic small 
prisms. At 90° the most arragonite was formed, and the crystals were 
larger than at other temperatures. At 7(f the rhombic crystals of caJo- 
spar predominated, and were accompanied by hexagonal plates and small 
stars of calcspar, and the arragonite crystals were small. At 60^ there was 
more calcspar, and the proportion of plates and stars, as compared with 
the rhombs of calcspar, increased. The arragonite crystals were thicker, 
and often bent or curved. At 30° no arragonite whatever was formed. 
The rhombic crystals of calcspar were comparatively large, and there were 
still some plates and stars. It is very remarkable that he should get these 
Tarieties of deposit under these different degrees of temperature and solu- 
tion. All the arragonite occurred at a higher temperature than 30% and 
the hexaTOnal plates of calcspar were formed at a lower temperature than 
70^. Calcspar is always formed in solutions containing carbonate of lime, 
when carbonic acid is set free. By exposing in a warm place a well-stop- 
pered vessel containing a concentrated solution of carbonate of lime in ex- 
eess of carbonic acid, crystals of calcspar were deposited. 

Experiments were also made by Eose, with especial regard to the influ- 
ence of the degree of dilution, and so forth, upon the result. He took two 
ordinary small flasks — one containing; a very dilute solution of carbonate 
of soda, and the other containing a dilute solution of chloride of calcium ; 
he tied them together, and then immersed them in a cylindrical vessel of' 
water. He left them under the water, and, in consequence of difiusion, a 
inixtare took place with extreme slowness, the chloride of calcium mixing 
with the carbonate of soda. In this case, the result was the formation of 
arragonite ; and if the solutions were a little stronger, he then got calcspar. 
The conclusion, therefore is, that, under special conditions of dilution, ar- 
Tftffonite may be formed even at the ordinary temperature. 

In native arragonite a little carbonate of strontia is found frequently, but 
not always. Its maximum amount, taking a goodly number of analyses 
recorded, is stated at 2^ per cent. It ranges from a trace to 2} per cent. 
At one time it was supposed that the carbonate of strontia was a universal 
and essential constituent of all arragonite, and that this determined its 
crystalline form. That opinion, however, has been shown to be an error, be- 
cause we not unfrequently find arragonite free from strontia. A little water 
is also generally present in arragonite. The extremes given by a number 
of analyses are 0*17 per cent, and 0*41 per cent. * Water is given as a con- 
stituent in all of them. Arragonite is deposited from hot springs, as at 
Carlsbad, where there is a well-known spring. It occurs also in gypsum 
•i Molina, in Arragon, and at Dax, in the Luides. It is also found in ba- 
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Baltic rock in the serpentine rock in the Yallej of St. Nicholas, in Pied- 
mont, in lavas in Vesuvins and Iceland, in tieds of brown iron ore at 
Saalfeld, the Harz, and St^ria. 

We now come to the mmeral calcite, calcspar, or Iceland spar. This 
calcite is pure carbonate of lime. So far as analyses tell us, some speci- 
mens of Iceland spar are absolutely chemically pure. Sometimes they 
contain about one-half per cent, of water, and they not unfrequently enclose' 
foreign matters, such as copper pyrites and sand. 

Next, as to the formation of <»Jcite. Calcspar, or crystallized carbonate 
of lime, crystallizes in the rhombic system. We have seen that it can be 
produced by means of water ; we will now consider its production through 
the agency of fire only. We have all heard of the famous experiments of 
Sir James Hall ; they were commenced in 1798, and the results were com- 
municated to the Boyal Society of Edinburgh. He informs us that he 
took amorphous carbonate of Imie, or chalk, and by exposing it to a high 
temoerature under considerable pressure, he succee<led in conyertins it into 
saccnaroidal limestone, like Carrara marble. The lecturer had had an op- 
portunity of seeing one specimen prepared by Sir James Hall, and he must 
say that the result did not strike him as conclusiye. But now for the eyi- 
dence. He enclosed carbonate of lime in gun-barrels, and resorted to vari- 
ous expedients of plugging those gun-barrels, such as plugs of soft metal, 
and so forth. He tnen exposed a portion of the gun-barrel to a high tempe- 
rature, taking care to arrange the tube horizontally in such a manner that 
the plug of soft metal should not be melted ; and he obtained a hard sub- 
stance like limestone afler having exposed chalk to these conditions. He 
says, " My first application of this scheme was carried on with a common 
ffun-barrel cut oflTat the touch-hole, and welded very strongly at the breech 
by means of a plug of iron. Into it I introduced the carbonate, previously 
rammed into a cartridge of paper or pasteboard, in order to protect it from 
the iron, by which, in some former trials the subject of experiment bad 
been contaminated throughout during the action of heat. I then rammed 
the rest of the barrel full of pounded clay, previously baked in a strong 
heat ; and I had the muzzle closed like the breech, by a plug of iron welded 
upNon it in a common forge, the rest of the barrel being kept cold during 
this operation by means of wet cloths." This gives you an idea of one of 
his experiments. Then he comes to the use of fusible metal. He employed 
tubes of glass. It is desirable particularly to examine the evidence upon tliis 
subject, because it is one on which much stress has been laid. The lecturer 
did not wish to question unnecessarily the accuracy of Sir James Hall's 
conclusions, but he might remark that the carbonate of lime being heated to 
a high temperature in contact with glass, the result would be altogether 
vitiated, and the crjstdlization could not be said to depend merely upon 
the outward conditions to which the substance was exposed. We find &at 
in other experiments he used small quantities of carbonate of lime in con- 
tact with silica and clay ; but the presence of these two bodies would very 
much modify the result. In other experiments he used borax, and that 
again would altogether vitiate the result. Therefore, the conclusions 
drawn from these experiments are unworthy of being received — ^at all 
events, without further evidence. He tells us that in sevend caaes the 
material which he obtained, although resembling crystalline limestone, fell 
to pieces on exposure to the air. That, however, is not the property of 
crystalline limestone. No doubt the investigations of Sir James Hall were 
conducted with perfect honesty and candour, and they must have involved 
a great deal of expense ; but, as far as we know, recourse was never had 
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to chemical analysis, and without that no result ought to be received. In- 
deed, Sir James Hall himself confesses his deficiency in chemical know- 
ledge. He tells us that in various experiments he got a product in glass- 
like drops which were semi-transparent, and this clearly proves that the 
carbonate of lime operated upon could not have been pure. Having care- 
fully gone over these experiments, the lecturer had no hesitation in stating 
that ne considered them to be unsatisfactory. " By the lens," he says, 
" this same surface was seen to be glazed all over, though irregularly, 
showing here and there some air-holes. In fracture it was semi-transpa* 
rent, more vitreous than crystalline." Last of all, he uses platinum, to 
obviate the effect of the iron. The effect of the iron would be to act as a 
strongly reducing agent upon the carbonic acijl by the formation of car- 
bonic oxide, and tiie tendency to decompose the carbonate, would, of course, 
be facilitated by reasons which are well known to chemists. 

It appears after all that Sir James Hall obtained some results which 
would certainly lead us to believe that, by the application of a strong red- 
heat, carbonate of lime would acquire a crystalline structure ; but it is ex- 
ceedingly desirable that these experiments should be repeated with all 
possible care, that the question may be cleared up satisfactorily. Ko 
doubt they would involve considerable expense ; but if proper care were 
taken, and proper apparatus employed, there is no doubt that we should 
obtain something like very decisive results. The Hall experiments extended 
over several years ; but, looking at the results, he coidd not feel that confi- 
dence which seems to be generally reposed in them. Some years ago, 
Gustave S*ose took up the subject, and came to the conclusion that Sir 
James Hall had been entirely mistaken ; but more recently he has come 
to an opposite conclusion. But Eose's experiments are by no means so 
conclusive as they might be. In his recent experiments, which are pub- 
lished only this year, and will be found in the 118th volume of Poggen- 
dorTs Annalen, by employing a wrought- iron vessel, electro-plated with 
nickel, and capable of bein;^ closed, — so avoiding the contact of iron at a 
high temperature with the carbonate of lime operated upon, and, conse- 
quently, the reducing action of that metal on the carbonic acid of the car- 
bonate of line, — he succeeded in changing arragonite into a substance 
having the characteristic appearance of Carrara marble. The experiment, 
he tells us, was conducted in a Sieraen's gas-furnace — that is, a furnace 
capable of sustaining a long-continued and high temperature. A closed, 
unglazed porcelain vessel was employed, and exposed to a white heat 
during half an hour ; and he informs us that under these conditions a piece 
of lithographic stone became greyish-white in fracture, and, under a lens, 
was found to be finely granular. The product was analysed, and con- 
tained—lime. 56'61 ; magnesia, 0*41 ; carbonic acid, 4237 ; residue, 0*15. 
Pure carbonate of lime contains 56 per cent, of lime and 4i per cent, of 
carbonic acid: what was the undetermined residue? The presence of a 
small amoimt of silica might make a considerable alteration in the result. 
After carefully examining tb^ way in which Rose's experiment was con- 
ducted, it appears to me inconclusive. It is obvjpus that there could have 
been no sensible degree of pressure. The porcelain vessel was not in the 
least injured, so that the temperature must have been much below that 
which we can now command — as, for instance, in the fusion of platinum. 
It is most desirable that we should have some further investigation on the 
subject. The British Association might take up the question with advan- 
tage ; they have funds at their command, and it would bo exceedingly de- 
sirable to settle this important point once for all. 

VOL. VII. 2 B 
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What we call carbonate of lime in nature — ^take even the purest marble 
— ^is not pure. At one time the lecturer was anxious to investigate this 
point, and he went to a sculptor and obtained numerous varieties of marble, 
but in not one of them did ne fail to detect alumina. Chalk is an impure 
body, and the presence of foreign matter might altogether modify the re- 
sults of experiments made with it. There is, for example, a well-known 
variety of ure-brick, which consists almost entirelv of silica. Upon taking 
hold of it, you will find that it is a hard, solid, enduring brick. You may 
ask, " How could you ^et this silica to unite so as to form a hard brick F" 
For a long time it was kept secret : it was done by the intermingling of a 
very smafl proportion of lime, which caused the formation of one solid 
brick ; and it is verv possible that foreign matters might be present, and 
modify the result of experiments made on the crystallization of carbonate 
of lime. We ought to appeal to chemical analysis to inform us what we 
are doing. It is vain to rciy upon experiments where chemical analysis is 
not brought into use, or we may be led into serious error. 

The next question we shall have to consider is, the derivation of lime in 
nature. What ready source of carbonate of lime is there in nature P Ac- 
cording to Bischoff, in his valuable and compendious book on chemical 
geology, it exists iu the so-called Plutonic rocks in combination with 
silica, forming silicate of lime ; and this compound is decomposed by water 
containing carbonic acid, even when in mechanical suspension in the water. 

Dublin Eoyal Society. — January 18. — Mr. E. J. Reynolds read a 
paper " On Spectrum Analysis." In the latter part of his discourse, the an- 
plication of the method of spectrum- analysis to the examination of minerals 
was treated of. In examining refractory minerals in order to obtain the 
characteristic spectra of the metals contained in them, the author employs 
a peculiar form of gas-jet, which is essentially a Herapath's blowpipe-jet 
urged by a current of steam rendered acid by hydrochloric acid. The 
steam-jet should never be so powerful as to blow the test specimen off the 
platinum wires. By this means the decomposition of many minerals is 
effected without having recourse to the previous action of ordinary che- 
mical agents upon them, as has been hitherto necessary in preparing them 
for examination in the spectrum apparatus. The discussion of the real aid 
to be derived from the application of the spectrum analytical method to 
mineral analysis was then entered upon, and Mr. Reynolds expressed his 
belief, on experimental grounds, that the various spectra materially inter- 
fered with each other, notwithstanding the statements of MM. JBunsen 
and Kirchhoff and others to the contrary ; and he showed that the presence 
of a considerable proportion of sodium and barium compounds, in a mix- 
ture of salts of dinerent acids and bases, serves to completely mask or in- 
tercept the spectra of lithium, potassium, strontium, and calcium when 
present in comparatively small quantities. After discussing this portion 
of the subject at some length, the author expressed his belief that the me- 
thod of spectrum- analysis, as it now stands, beautiful and delicate though 
its indications are, must be looked upon rather as a useful aid to the or- 
dinary analytical process than as a method of analysis perfect in itself 
under all conditions. Mr. Reynolds concluded by observmg that he has 
hitherto been unable to find any traces of rubidium or caesium in any Irish 
minerals ; but thallium was found in three specimens of copper-pyrites 
from different portions of the Knockmahon mines, Bonmahon, co. Water- 
ford, and in one specimen of the same mineral from Ballydehobb mine, co. 
Cork. The amount of the metal present in every case was extremely 
minute. 
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Royal Institution. — February 26. — The Friday eveningr lecture was 
" On the Quaternary Flint Implements of Abbeville, Amiens, Hozne, etc., 
tbeir Greological Position and History." By Joseph Prestwich, F.R.S. 
— ^Mr. Prestwich remarked upon the imputation of rashness, and even of 
credulity, which discoveries such as that of the flint implements often en- 
tailed upon geologists. He contended that geologists were, on the con- 
trary, generally disposed to be incredulous. At one time they believed 
that fishes were no older than the Carboniferous strata ; that reptiles first 
appeared during the Liassic period; and that mammalia could not be 
traced beyond the Tertiary strata ; and it was a long time before they were 
satisfied that fishes go back to the Silurian, reptiles to the Carboniferous,* 
and mammalia to the IMassic period. And so with man. Ten years ago 
there was scarcelv a geologist m this country who would not have deemed 
the occurrence of the works of man in any beds older than the recent al- 
luvium impo'^sible. The discoveries made by Toumal and Christol in the 
south of !t ranee, thirty years since, of the remains of man associated with 
those of extinct mammalia, were rejected by geologists unanimously ; nor 
were the analogous discoveries of Schmerling in Belgium more favourably 
received ; whilst Frere's remarkable notice, so far back as 1797, of the dis- 
oovciy, at Hozne, in Suffolk, of flint weapons mixed up with the bones of 
lai^e extinct animals, was allowed to lie dormant for sixty years. 

Even so late as 1856, a communication by the Torquay Natural History 
Society, respecting the occurrence of worked flints with the fossil bones in 
Kent's Cave, — ^a fact already, years before, noticed by the Rev. Mr. 
M'Enery and by Mr. Godwin-Austen, — was deemed, by the Geological 
Society, too improbable for publication. 

. Mr. Prestwich doubted whether, prior to 1858 and 1869, there were 
twenty men of science in Europe who would have admitted the possibility 
of the contemporaneity of man and of the extinct mammalia. He in- 
stanced Dr. Grant as one of the small number who, on abstract principles, 
treated the question as an open one. He also noticed the tone of confi- 
dent disbelief with which tne asserted occurrence of flint implements in 
certain geological deposits in the Somme vallej was spoken of when he 
made inquiries respecting this subject in Pans in 1856 and 1867, and 
which for a time turned him from the inquiry. Such instances might be 
multiplied. The speaker did not bring them forward as indicating any 
perverse opposition, but to show how reluctant geologists were to abandon 
the belief generally held on this subject without the clearest proofs, and 
close and careful search on their part. Such, he remarked, is the inevit- 
able progress of all discovery. Facts deemed contradictory to received 
theory are often long rejected, some as clearly failing in proof, others as 
non-proven. Evidence is hesitatingly received, and has to force its way 
tiirough a resisting stratum of incredulity ; but, as in the searching re- 
sistance oflcred by close tissues in the separation of mercury from its 
dross, that portion which passes through issues the brighter and purer the 
more difficult the transit, and the stronger the pressure exercised. 

Allusion was then made to the distinguished paleontologist. Dr. Fal- 
coner^^ne man of science at least in this country with whom the convic- 
tion that the remains of man might be traced back to periods greatly 
antecedent to our ordinary records, had grown, during a long course of 
years, from probabilities suggested by Eastern research, into certainty es- 
tablished by extensive investigation among the European fossil-bone 

• Possibly to Ihc Old Red Saadbtonc. 



188 THK OBOLOOI8T. 

caves. Beferrrine to liis late exploration of Brixham Cave in 1858, the 
attention which the well-certifiea discovery of flint implements in un- 
doubted association with the remains of extinct mammalia and of reindeer 
attracted amongst geologists was remarked upon. The speaker visited 
the cave in company witn Mr. Pengelly, and was much struck with the 
force of the evidence, though, for various reasons, he considered that cave 
evidence alone was not sufficient. Urged by Dr. Falconer to go and exa- 
mine the geological evidence respecting the flint implements in the valley 
of the Somme, he afterwards paid his long-intenaed visit to Abbeville 
(where he, on the verv first day, was fortunate enough to find three 
ixorked flints at Menchecourt.) He was joined, on tne next day, at 
Amiens, by his friend Mr. John Evans. The geological evidence, and the 
character of the flint implements, satisfied them both that here again was 
an undoubted case of contemporaneity of the works of man with the 
remains of the extinct mammalia. All the author has since seen on many 
subsequent visits to the Somme valley, sometimes alone, but more fre- 
ouentfy in company with other geologists, has tended to confirm his first 
opinion. He tnen proceeded to notice some of the phenomena he had 
seen, and to give bis conclusions respecting them. He had intended 
to have described the several localities in France and England at which 
flint implements had been found, but found that time would not allow his 
going beyond Amiens. This was the less important, as Mr. Lubbock had 
so recently given an able account in the same room of most of these 
places ; and his auditors were probably most of them acquainted with the 
more general account given by Sir Charles Lyell in his recent work on the 
'Antiquity of Man.* 

Mr. Prestwich then went on to describe the remarkable discovery of 
M. Boucher de Perthes, and how much honour and credit were due t6 
him for his untiring perseverance, in face of general discouragement, for 
a period of twenty years, and for twelve years after the publication of his 
elaborate work, *Antiquit<5s Celtiques et Ant^diluviennes.' Incited by 
this work. Dr. Eigollot, an antiquary of Amiens, discovered flint imple- 
ments in great numbers near that town ; but his careful memoir on the 
subject, although it attracted the momentary attention of some ^French 
geolofnsts, was allowed to drop comparatively unnoticed. Geologists ad- 
mitted the antiquity of the beds, and antiquaries admitted the workman- 
ship of the implements ; but neither would own to a conjoint interest and 
belief in them. 

Before entering upon the details of the sections, Mr. Prestwich pro- 
ceeded to make a few remarks upon the conditions under which the mnt- 
implement- bearing beds were found, and how their importance and the 
time they represent were to be judged of. He observed that sea-formed 
deposits afibrded massive and tangible monuments of the length of time 
required for their accumulation. But on laud time passes, and builds no 
such monuments of its duration. The sand and shingle beds of a rapid 
river would be little, if at all, thicker now than a thousand years ago, for, 
instead of accumulating in the channel of that river, they are incessantly 
removed, and carried eventually out to sea, where they contribute to the 
formation of the great sedimentary deposits constantly going on there. 
The time represented by river deposits (apart from the recent silty alluvia) 
is not therefore to be measured by their thickness; and we must not at- 
tach the less importance to the beds containing the flint implements, be- 
cause, being formed by river action, they are necessarily small, fragmen- 
tary, and superficial. But while in the sea the accumulation of matter 
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lifls formed a relative meaenre of time, on land the extent of denudation 
resnlting from the removal of a portion of that matter sapplies an obverse 
scale. In the former case the lapse of time is chronicled by constantly 
accruing deposits, whereas in the latter case the deposits cannot exceed a 
certain thickness. They are constant quantities, ana their dimensions are 
no meaanre of their age. The only test of their age consists in their or- 
ganic remains, and in the depth of the valleys below the terraces on which 
portions of them are lodged. In speaking of river action, the author does 
not refer to the slow and sluggish streams of this country, but to the more 
active streams of countries of greater rainfall, or to old conditions of 
former periods. 

Mr. Frestwich then proceeded to refer to a large pictorial section of the 
celebrated pit nt St. Acheul, near Amiens. The artist had not visited 
Amiens, but had skilfully contrived to give a sufficiently accurate repre- 
sentation of the town and valley, for the purpose of showing the general 
relation which the ground there bore to the surrounding district. The 
details of the pit were, however, all given from actual survey by the 
speaker. The surface of the ground at the pit is 100 feet above the level 
of the Somnie, which flows m the valley at the foot of the hill. The 
valley itself is about one mile broad. The hills on either side, rising to a 
height of 200 to 300 feet, consist of chalk, with a few and distant cappings 
of Tertiary strata. 

On platforms of various breadths, generally on the top of low hills ad- 
joining the valley, patches of gravel occur at intervals more or less long 
from the lower to the upper end of the valley, whilst a more connected 
series of gravel beds skirts the base of the valley. The chief portion of 
the valley is, however, occupied by alluvial beds, beneath which the last- 
mentioned gravels, with their brick-earth, puss. 

The higher level gravels rarely contain organic remains. The pit at 
St. Acheul affords a singularly good example of these beds, and is unusu- 
ally rich in organic remains, and also in flint implements. 

The section exhibits : — Feet. 

1. Brick-earth (Loess) without organic remains 10 to 15 

2. A variable bed of whitish, marly sand, with numerous 

Jreshtoater and land shells of recent species, and a few 
mammalian remains 3to7 

3. Variable beds of subangular flint gravel — some white, 

others ochreous and ferruginous. Kumerous fossil 
hones 2JiA flint implements^ and a ie^r shells as above, ir- 
regularly dispersed throughout 5 to 14 

These beds repose upon a base of chalk. The site having been long oc- 
cupied as a Gallo-Eoman cemetery, the upper brick-earth is intersected 
with pits and graves, — in some there are stone, or rather hard chalk, cof- 
fins, whilst in others the nails and ironwork alone remain, the wood hav- 
ing entirely decayed away. These portions of disturbed ground are 
easily recognized by their darker colour, their contents, but more espe- 
cially by the break they produce in the stratification of the beds. So long 
as the groimd is xmdisturbed the lines of the brick-earth, the lamination of 
the sands, and the rough bedding of the gravel are continued in horizontal 
planes without break. Any interference from above breaks these lines 
and mixes the different beds, and renders the disturbance at onc« apparent. 
In the absence of any such indications it is to be assumed the fossds and 
the flint implements are in undisturbed ground. 

The flint implements are found scattered irregularly through the gravel. 
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bat they are more nnmeroaB in the lower part It has been estimated 
that there is one implement to one cubic yard of gravel. They occur 
singly, and, as far as we know, lying flat. The spot where one was found 
m situ by Mr. Flower was pointed out in the section, and also the spot 
where the speaker and Mr. Evans extracted one. These worked flints 
partake of all the mineral characters of the ^vel — ^the result of contem- 
poraneous deposition. Some retain their original dark colour, others are 
stained yellow and brown ; some have their outer surface converted to a 
bright white ; many are encrusted with thin patches of carbonate of lime ; 
and many again exhibit dendritic markings, — all being conditions in per- 
fect harmony with the mass of broken subangular flints composing the 
body of the gravel, of which they are, iu fact, component parts, showing 
one and the other like characters of age. Several hundred specimens 
of flint implements from this pit have passed under the speaker s inspec- 
tion; thirty selected specimens were exhibited, showing the principal 
forms which prevailed, and in which the workmanship and design were 
most apparent. Few can feel any doubt who inspect a series of this na- 
ture. It is not so much evidence of art and skill that we look for, but 
primarily of design. The speaker did not dwell on this point, which is 
now generally accepted. It has been well treated by Mr. Evans and 
others. 

The fossils consist of perfect and uninjured, though very friable, land 
and fresh-water shells in the following proportion, and of bones, mostly 
broken, and teeth of the following animals. The list is necessarily only a 
sketch. 

Famma of the Quaternary Qravelt of the Somme Valley. 

ANIMALS. SHELLS. 

Elephas primigenins. 14 spedeB of Itnd shellt. 

Elephas antiqans. 



I 

n 



Rbiooceros tichorhinus. 9 species of marine aheUii ( A.bbe- 

Hippopotamus. villa only). 
Urans spekeos. 

Hyoena speLsDa. 21 species of freshwater shells. 
kFelis. 

'Cervns All these are of species living 

(2 or more species). in Franee, and all bat one 

Bos in England, except the Cy- 

(2 or more species). rena llnminalis, now living 

EquQS in the Nile and Centru 

(2 species). Asia. 



Proceeding to interrogate the section with a view to determine the 
causes which led to the ^rmation of these beds, the nature of the climate 
which then prevailed and their age, the following conclusions were de- 
duced : — 

I. The mineral ingredients of the gravel are chieflv broken flints de- 
rived from the chalk of the district in general, but with these there occur 
fragments and blocks of Tertiary sandstone and Tertiary fossils, which 
comd only have come from places ten to twenty miles higher up the val- 
ley. Therefore the agency, whatever it was, that brought the debris her© 
must have proceeded m a direction down the present valley, the Tertiary 
debris being found along that line as far as the sea. Further, the cause 
could not have been a general one extending beyond the present hydro- 
graphical basin, for none of the older rock d<5bns from the valley of the 



PBOCXEDIKOS or GEOLOGICAL SOCTKTTEB. 191 

Oise, which is only separated by a watershed six miles brood from that of 
the Somme, passes from it into the latter yalley. 

2. The presence of freshwater shells in some of the intercalated beds, 
manj such as live in clear and rapid streams, indicates a probable fluviatile 
origin for these deposits. 

3. The mammalian remains and land shells giye evidence of dry land. 
The occasional occurrence of bones in the position they hold danng life- 
sliows that the carcases and limbs of animals were dropped into the old 
shingle before they were freed from their integuments, or within a short 
time after death, whilst the perfect state of preservation of the land shells 
is an indication of their not having been transported far. 

All these characters tend to prove that these beds are to be referred to 
old river action. This, however, must have taken place when the river 
occupied a level about 100 feet higher than it does now. It is true that 
similar gravels, containing similar mammalian remains and also flint im- 
plements, occur at lower levels (forty feet) in the valley, whence it is in- 
ferred that similar causes were in operation when these also were de- 
posited. But it is plain that the two could not have been deposited at the 
same time. For the deposition of the high-level gravels on the supposi- 
tion that the valley had been previously excavated, would have required a 
river at some times filling a channel more than a mile wide and 100 feet 
deep— a state of things not to be accounted for under anv circumstances. 
The alternative therefore of a river flowing at the higher level and gradu- 
ally excavating its channel is adopted. 

The character of the climate may be inferred from the fauna. The 
land and freshwater shells are of species now living in France, but they 
also range as far north as Russia, Fmland, and Siberia. They are there- 
fore such as, though occurring in temperate climates, are capable of exist- 
ing in high northern latitudes. The animal remains furnish more positive 
testimony. The woolly mammoth and rhinoceros were fitted by their 
coating to endure the rigours of a cold climate, such as Russia ana Sibe- 
ria, where their remains abound, and where they seem to have fed on ve- 
getation common to such latitudes. A species of tiger now lives in Central 
Asia, and is often tracked and himted down in the winter on the snow and 
frozen lakes of that region. The reindeer, of which we have the remains 
in the valley of the Somme, and the musk ox, which occurs in the same 
deposits in the valley of the Thames, indicate still more clearly the north- 
ern tendencies of this group. There is a difficulty about the hippopota- 
mus, but the elephant and rhinoceros originally presented the same diffi- 
culty ; and there seems no reason why in this case also the extinct species 
should not be found to have been fitted to live in a severe climate. 

These conclusions are corroborated by the physical phenomena. Mr. 
Prestwich pointed on the large section to numerous blocks of sandstone 
but little worn, and varying in weight from half to five tons, which could 
hardly have been carried and deposited, as now found, by water alone. 
He ^so showed various contortions in the upper beds of gravel (whilst the 
lower ones were hardly disturbed), and in the laminated sands overlying 
them. These he attributed to ice-action. The blocks, to transport from 
places higher up the valley on ice-fioes at the breaking up of the ice in 
the spring, and the contortions to the grounding of ice-floes on the soft 
sand and loose gravel, impinging into them and piling up the gravel, as 
Dow occurs on the bauks of some of the Canadian rivers. He pointed es- 
pecially to the pendent masses of brick -earth isolated in the upper part of 
the sands^ and which he attributed to angular masses of ice brought down 



192 TBI eZOLOOIST. 

in flood time, grounding on the brick-earth and pushing a portion of it 
into the underlying beds of sand, where, as the ice gradually melted, it 
would be left, caught, and aqueesed in by the sand pressing itself into 
place again. 

The two classes of eridence are, therefore, conformable. It is in har- 
mony also with the existence of the large beds of brick-earth or loess 
overlying the gravel, and which is, doabtless, the deposit of the old river 
during floods, usual in a severe climate at the time of the melting of the 
winter snows. The winter climate may probably have been as rigorous as 
that of JNorthem Russia or Northern Canada. Such a climate would not 
be any bar to the presence of man, whose works are found in these old 
shingle beds. It is true that none of his remains have yet been found iu 
these denosits, but they are found in caves of the same age. The abun- 
duice or animal remains is the almost inevitable consequence of a country 
subject to great river-floods, by which large numbers of animals are always 
destroyed and swept down ; man, on the coutrai^, guards against such 
risks. Along the Northern American rivers of the present day* although 
the remains of the buflalo and other animals occur in profusion, the re- 
mains of man are scarcely ever met with. There is every reason to ezoect 
that this further and desirable proof may be fortlicoming at no long 
distance of time. 

Lastly, the speaker stated that the present river Somme only carries 
down fine silt and mud, whereas the old river transported large masses of 
coarse shingle ; therefore, it is to be inferred that the old river was one of 
much greater power than the present one. During floods especially ite 
power must have been very great ; with greater transporting power the 
river would possess greater excavating power ; at the same time the dis- 
integration of rocks, especially such soft rocks as the chalk of this district, 
produced by severe cold, combined fiith the eflects of ground ice lifting 
up from the bed of the river large quantities of the shingle, would hasten 
the deepening of the valley. As it deepened, terraces of shingle have 
been left at places on the slopes. It may be difficult to imagine a river 
with so limited a collecting ground filling a valley a mile wide, but this 
the speaker supposes to have been the case only during floods, and that 
the ordinary channel of the river was very much smaller. He instanced 
a case in India where Dr. Hooker mentions a river which was only eighty 
yards wide when he crossed it, but which, after the rains, covered a 
channel three miles wide, and ran ten to twelve feet deep. Ihe melting 
of the snow in the spring produces the same result in arctic regions as 
heavy and continued rains in southern regions. 

Mr. Prestwieh next exhibited a diagram to show what he conceived to 
be the diflerent phases of the phenomena, from the period when the beds 
of St. Acheul were formed, until the valley assumed its present form and 
dimensions. The plan, which was formed of a series of superimposed sec- 
tions, showed — 

1. The old river during the depontion of the shingle and sand banks of 
St, Acheul. — In this the bed of the river was occupied with large shinj^le 
banks, which were left dry during the time the river was low. Mr. Prest- 
wieh supposes these to have been resorted to by early man, in consequence 
of the number of large flints they contained, for making flint implements 
on the spot. This may be one of the reasons why they are so nimierous 
at St. Acheul, which was shown to be one of those old shingle banks pre- 
served from that time. Ice-floes dropped large blocks of sandstone into 
the shingle. A space shut ofi* in part by a shingle bank would account for 
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the more tranquil accumulation of the middle sand-beds of St. Acheul, 
and for the more numerous shells living there undisturbed. During flood, 
the river rose probably to a height of twenty to thirty feet above its ordi- 
nary level, as shown by the brick-earth (without gravel) deposited higher 
up the hill on the road to Cagny. The next stage showed — 

2. The^gravel beds of St. Acheul after they toere left dry, except during 
floods. — riere the valley had been excavated to several feet below the level 
of the St. Acheul beds, but during floods the river still extended over 
them and deposited the brick-earth. Ice-floes grounded and indented the 
upper beds of sand and gravel, causing contortion of the strata. 

3. The river at the time of the formation of the lota* level gravel beds of 
St. JRoch and Amiens. — The valley had now deenened to the extent of fifty 
to sixty feet below the level of St. Acheul, and the low-level gravels of 
St. Eoch were deposited under similar conditions, only that ice-action is 
not so strondy marked. It is in these beds that the remains of the hip- 
popotamus first appear. The flint implements found in them are of a 
somewhat diflerent type to those of the higher level gravels. The flake 
form is more prevalent. 

4. 2^he low- level gravel of St. Hoch, left dry except during foods. — 
Here we have a repetition of the same state of things as found at St. 
Acheul; the shingle being covered up during floods by brick-earth or 
loess. 

5. I%e valley at the present pe7*iod, — The progress of excavation shows 
the valley deepened to its full extent. The river has lost its old power, 
its flood waters now rising only two to three feet, and its channel being 
restricted within a very narrow compass. The old and rough channel left 
at the end of the Quaternaiy period is covered to the depth of ten to 
twenty feet by fine alluvial soil and peat. All the great pachyderms have 
become extinct, but the reindeer, bison, and great fossil ox survived 
during Bart of the more modem time. Almost all the small and fragile 
land and freshwater shells have continued in uninterruped descent to the 
present day. This fact seems almost conclusive against any general cata- 
clysm havmg passed over the surface. This concordance between the 
physical features and the contem^rary life, and the capability the hypo- 
thesis here ofiered gives of explaining each and every one of the pheno- 
mena, affords strong presumptive proof of its truth. 

Before concluding, Mr. Prestwich observed that he might be expected 
to say a few words respecting the age of the flint implements. IVo ques- 
tions were involved in this,— one the length of time elapsed since the 
clope of the period of the extinct mammalia ; the other, how far back into 
that period the flint implements can be traced. In the description of the 
sections, it had been previously pointed out, that the Quaternary period 
could probably be brought down immediately to the time when our valleys 
began their modem accumulation of silt and peat. The period of time, 
therefore, first to be measured is that which has been required for the for- 
mation of these latter deposits. On this point there is considerable dif- 
ference of opinion amongst geologists. The occasion did not afford time 
to enter into the details of the question, and the speaker therefore con- 
tented himself with an expression of opinion offered with reserve. He 
considered that more time and better data were required to make a sure 
estimate ; nevertheless, he was satisfied that the evidence, as it exists, 
does not warrant the extreme length of time so frequently supposed. The 
recent alluvia covering the latest Quaternary deposits of our valleys are 
rarely more than forty feet thick, in most cases not more than twenty 
YOL. TII. 2 c 
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feet. The rate of accumulation, though it may often be alow, is very va- 
riable. A Homan road in the valley of the Lea was found covered by 
two feet only of alluvium. Another such road in Cambridgeshire was 
covered with five feet of alluvium. The entire depth of the alluvium wa« 
not, however, ascertained in either case. M. Rozet gives another instance 
of a Boman road, which he considers to have been kept in repair until 
about the eighth century, traversing the valley of the Dheune. Its uaved 
and even surface is now covered by twelve inches and a half of alluvial 
soil. A little lower down the valley this alluvium, which is very uniform, 
has been ascertained to be about thirteen feet thick. This he estimates 
would have required for its accumulation about 10,000 years. The allu- 
vial soil reposes there immediately on the so-called diluvium. The rapi- 
dity with wnich the alluvia soil will accumulate under favourable condi- 
tions is often very much greater. In places, thick beds of alluvium and 
of peat have been formed since the Eoman occupation. Looking at these 
facts, and at the general fact, that as a rule, in the valleys of the Somme 
and of the Thames, for example, the Roman, British, or Graulish remains 
are found at a deptli from the surface bearing a considerable proportion 
to the entire thickness of the alluvium, the probability is, that the com- 
mencement of the alluvial deposits is not to be carried back indefinitely. 

One reason for believing tlie accumulation of the silty alluvium of our 
valleys to have been more rapid at one time than now is, that these val- 
leys, left rude and rugged at the end of the Quaternary period, would be 
subject to more frequent floods until their inequalities were filled up and 
levelled. Mr. Prestwich concluded by observing that for these and various 
other reasons he was confirmed in the opinion he expressed in 1859, that 
" the evidence, as it stood, seemed to me as much to necessitate the bringing 
forward of the extinct animals towards our own time as the carrying back 
of man in geological time." In making that observation, he had chiefly 
in view the distance of time at which the last of the great extinct mam- 
malia disappeared. If there should have been, between the modem 
valley alluvia and the latest Quaternary beds, some intervening period of 
time of which we are ignorant, that distance ma^ be materially prolonged. 
If, on the contrary, they followed in immediate succession, — and he 
thought we have evidence that such was the case, for there seems rea- 
son to believe that some of the large pachyderms still existed at the 
commencement of the alluvial period, whilst we biow that many of the 
ruminants lived on uninterruptedly from one period to the other, — he did 
not, for his part, see any geological reasons wliy the groat extinct mam- 
malia should not have lived down to comparatively recent times, possibly 
not further back than 8000 to 10,000 years. 

'* But this only brings us to the threshold of that dim and mysterious 
antiquity in which first appear those rudely-wrought flints — those evident 
works of design — those palpable shadowings of man. Here our chrono- 
logy fails us su together. It we look at our broad and long valleys, and 
then at the comparatively small streams now winding through them, and 
suppose these streams to have been the same in past times as they now 
are, we could hardly avoid the conclusion that the time required to pro- 
duce such excavations with such means must be almost incalculable, ^ut 
if the view here proposed be correct, it would follow that with rivers so 
large in proportion to those now occupying the same valleys, with floods 
of a force now unknown in the same districts, with a cold so severe as to 
shatter the rocks and to hasten the removal of their debris, we should 
have, I contend, agencies in operation so far exceeding in power any now 
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acting in these countries, that it is impossible to apply the same rules to 
the two periods. The changes described must hare progressed with a ra- 
pidity or which we, at the present day, can in these latitudes hardly form 
sn adequate conception. 

" But, although I would shorten the Quaternary period by the extent of 
the differences here alluded to, it still remains of gpreat length and import- 
ance, stretchine back into a far remote antiquity, and it is far into this 
period that we nave traced these works of man. Although at present we 
are without a scale or measure to determine that antiquity, we need not 
abandon the hope that, by continued and careful observation, we may 
eventually succeed in forming some comparative estimate of it. The first 
men who, after traversing the plains of Lombardy, approached the Alps, 
could scarcely have failed to realize their vast dimensions, although with- 
out the means to determine their exact height ; so we, from the relative 
magnitude of the phenpmena and the variation of life, can sufficiently well 
realize the remoteness of the time in question, although we do not possess 
the data whereby to measure its duration, and determine its exact dis- 
tance from our own time." 

EoYAL Gbolooical Socibtt op Ibeland. — April 13. — Tke Eev- 
the Vice-Provost of Trinity College, President. 

The President announced that as the change in the constitution of the 
society, which was announced on the notice-paper for the evening, might 
necessitate some slight change in the bye-laws, ne would request that any 
gentleman who had candidates to propose for the honour of Fellowship of 
the society would mention their names, so that they might be balloted for 
at the next meeting. > 

The following names were then proposed: — A, Gahan, Esq., C.E. ; H. 
Eussell,- Esq. ; E. T. Brabazon, Esq. ; E. Glascott Symes, Esq. ; and 
Sandford Palmer, Esq. E. H. Ellis, Esq. was pronosed as an Associate. 

Mr. Scott read the following report from Council : — The idea has been 
frequently mooted within the last few years, that it would be advisable to 
have the name of the society altered, so as to make it the Geological 
Society of Ireland, as the title Geological Society of Dublin appears to 
conEne its labours to the immediate vicinity of this city ; whereas by the 
original resolution, passed in 1832, its objects were so defined as to em- 
brace the whole of Ireland. In addition to this change, several influential 
members were of opinion that the addition of the word " Eoyal " to its 
title would be of great importance, as indicating that her Majesty was 
disposed to recognize its labours. The council accordingly, at their meet- 
ing on the 17th of February, appointed a sub-committee, consisting of the 
Eev. Professor Haughton, with the treasurers and secretaries, with full 
powers to act as they thought best. The sub-committee drew up a 
memorial, which was suitably engrossed, and they requested the following 
members to sign it : — The Earls of Enniskillen, Bandon, and Dunraven ; 
Lords Talbot de Malahide and DunaUy ; Sir li. Griffith, Bart., with the 
President. They further requested Lord Talbot de Malahide, as a former 
President of the society, to nave the kindness to forvrard the memorial to 
the Home Office, and they enclosed with it a complete copy of the Journal 
of the society for her Majesty's acceptance. The council have the honour 
to submit the reply which her Majesty has been graciously pleased to 
return to their memorial ; and they cannot but, in the first instance, con- 
gratulate the society on this proof that their labours during the past year 
have been appreciated, as they would consider they deserve to oe ; and 
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Becondly, express a hope that the fact of the recopjnition of this body as 
the "Koyal Geological Society of Ireland" may incite the Fellows to still 
further exertions in the cause of their fayourite science. In conclusion, 
the council desire to tender their most sincere thanks to Lord Talbot de 
Malahide, to whose kindness they consider themselyes mainly indebted 
for the successftil issue to which their application has been bronofht. 
They would also express their warmest acknowledgments to Mr. Robert 
Mallet, F.ll.S., who, though no longer resident in Dublin, is still unremit- 
ting in his interest in the society, of which he has been so long a distin- 
guished member, and whose unceasing exertions in regard of this special 
accession of dignity to it hare at last been cro\med with success : — 

•* WhitehaU, March 28, 1864. 
" My Lord, — I have bad the honour to lay before the Queen the petition, 
transmitted in your letter of the 17th instant, of certain members of the Geolo- 

fical Society of Dublin, on behalf of that Society, and I am to inform your 
jordship that her Majesty has been graciously pleased to comply with the prayer 
of the petition, and to signify her desire that the Geological Society of Dublin be 
henceforth called * The Royal Geological Society of Irdand,' and that, the mem- 
bers thereof be styled * Fellows of the Royal Geological Society of Ireland.* I 
am commanded by her Majesty to oonyey to the Society her thanks for the copy 
of the Journal of their proceeding?, forwarded by your Lordship, which has been 
placed in the Royal Library at Windsor. — I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship's obedient servant, (Signed) " G. Gbet. 

" The Lord IWbot de Malahide." 

Mr. Ormsby read a paper on ** A Polished and Striated Surface in the 
Limestone of Ross Hill, County Gal way." On the Midland Railway, 
between Galway and Oranmore, there is a low range of hills, overwhich. 
the line passes nearly at the surface of the ground. Some time since it 
was thought expedient to lower the road here to improve the gradients. 
When the surface clay was removed, a large portion of the top of the rock, 
for upwards of three hundred yards in length, was found to be brightly 
polished, grooved, and striated. Several borings were then made in the 
fields on each side, and different results obtained ; but they all showed 
that the surface of the limestone beneath was smoothed and nolishcd over 
a very considerable area. In various places in the rock were deep grooves, 
as if a plough had been driven over it, the cut« having in some cases sharp, 
jagged edges and a bold outline, — in others, soft, gentle slopes, like ripple 
marks on a sandstone. These deeper grooves and the principal strise 
were in a direction nearly parallel to the railway, or magnetic east and 
West, while a series of minor striations run north-east and south-west. The 
former seem to be due to the violent rubbing of ice, most probably in the 
form of a glacier, and the latter may be ascribed to the subsequent action 
of the drift. 

Mr. Jukes said that the society was indebted to Mr. Ormsby for the 
care with which he had investigated the subject, to which his own attention 
had been drawn by Mr. Ormsby in the course of last winter. He had 
lately visited the locality himself, and he could only say that the pheno- 
menon was much more striking on a large scale than could be supposed 
from the iBspection of a hand specimen. Surfaces fifty or sixty yards in 
length were laid bare, auite smooth, and dipping at a uniform angle of 
about half a degree. Tnese smooth surfaces n ad oeen covered with clay, 
and their appearance was very different from that of surfaces which had 
been long exposed, showing how the erosive action of the air destroyed the 
markings of the direct action of ice. He (Mr. Jukes) did not know wbe- 
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ther the polish was supposed to be produced by ice itself or by the clay 
beneath moyin? ice, an agency which would seem to him to have been ne- 
cessary. At all events, from the gently undulating character of the coun- 
try, it would seem that the ice did not belong to local glaciers, but more 
probably to a large sheet covering the whole surface of the district. In 
connection with this subject he would mention that his friend Dr. Mel- 
ville, of Oalway, had expressed the opinion that in the neighbourhood ot 
that town they had the true " boulder clay " of Scotland, while in the east 
of Ireland the superficial deposit had been subjected to a considerable sift- 
ing action, which had changed its character. The general opinion at the 
present day is that this boulder clay is not aqueous drift, but consists of 
the debris of rocks ground down on dry land. Not far from Galway he 
had observed a sandy clay full of boulders, so compacted together as to 
form a sort of conglomerate, in parts almost stratified, whicE had been 
probably formed by the pushing action of the ice slipping from the land 
to the sea. 

The Secretary read a paper bv W. Harte, Esq., C.E., " On a New 
Echinoderm from the Yellow Sandstone of Donegal." The fossil which I 
have the honour to bring under the notice of the Boyal Geological Society 
of Ireland, and of which I request their acceptance for their museum, was 
obtained by me lately in making a road on the western shore of Lough 
Eske, about six miles from Donegal. The specimen is a cast in the yellow 
sandstone, the markings being in an unusually good state of preservation. 
The shape is orbicular— -depressed, — the base is wanting, and the cast seems 
to have yielded by pressure and is spread out, somewhat of a bell -mouthed 
shape, though this has been effected with very little distortion or disar- 
rangement of the plates. The interambulacral spaces are composed at 
the lower extremitv of the fossil of five rows of plates, and it is probaUe 
that they exceeded that number at the base. The two rows next the am- 
bulacra are pentagonal except the upper plates, which are nearly trian- 
gular. The other three rows are hexagonal, very irregular, and nearly all 
become obsolete before reaching the ambulacra. These hexagonal plates 
are almost smooth, or at least only marked by venr minute tubercles, of 
which, I think, traces can be detected. The genital and side pentagonal 
plates are very different. The genital plates have each a large perforate 
tubercle, as in Archseocidaris, surrounded by a depressed ring, and this is 
again surrounded by a ring of about sixteen pores. Of the rows next the 
ambulacra the first plate (counting downwards from the apex^, which is 
nearly triangular, has a small tuberdie. The rest of the plates m this row 
are all pentagonal, and both they and the tubercles increase in size down- 
wards. The second, fourth, and seventh plates have each one large tuber- 
cle, surrounded by a depressed ring, ana this again by a circle of very 
small tubercles. The third, fifth, and sixth plates are quite plain. The 
foregoing description applies to all the interambulacral spaces, so that thus 
we have a series of concentric circles in the pentagonal rows at increasing 
distances from the apex down. The ambulacra are large ; the perforations 
are situated in two depressions, and consist of three rows of two each (six 
rows in all) in each ambulacral depression. Three small plates cover each 
space, and there are two perforations in each plate. Four of the ambula- 
cral plates equal in depth one of the side plates. The dividing ridge shows 
the ambulacral plates well, having one small tubercle in each. A detached 
portion of either this same, or of another of these specimens, appears on 
the same stone close to it, showing the plates of the ambulacra very dis- 
tinctly. There are no traces of any spines that I can see in this fossil, im- 
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like the fo«il8 of ArchflBocidaris to which I shall presently allude. This 
specimen appears to have been stripped of its spines before bein^; buried 
in the sand. I have, howcTer, fonna in the same bed, and near the same 
place, a few detached plates and the casts of what appear to be spines. I 
also find traces of large plates in some of the friable shales near it. The 
fossils associated with this specimen are not numerous. I have sent up a 
good specimen of Psammodus porosus from the same bed. In the lime- 
stone which underlies the sandstone there are a great abundance of fossils, 
of which by far the most characteristio are remains of AjrchsBoeidaris, which 
occur in the greatest profusion. They are found in groups of plates and 
spines ; nearly all of tnese groups present more or less tne same assem- 
blage of hexagonal and pentagonal plates, the former tubercled, with nu- 
merous spines both smooth and muricated, giving the idea that each of 
these groups represents the remains of one or more of these animals as 
they fell to pieces. In no case do I find among these any pentagonal 
plates provided with tubercles like those of the cast in the sandstone ; and 
accordmgly differing, as it does, from both Palschinus and Archieocidaris, 
I think that there can be no doubt that it is a new addition to the Echino- 
derms of the carboniferous period. — The paper was illustrated by a careful 
drawing of the specimen on an enlarged scale, for which the society was 
indebted to the kindness of Mr. Bailey, who, on being called on by the 
President, observed, that in his opinion the fossil belonged to the genus 
Archseocidaris, but was certainly a new species. He was led to this con- 
clusion from the fact that the whole family of the Cidaridss presented an 
appearance like that shown on the specimen, viz. that the plates exhibited 
one large tubercle. In the more recent specimens all the plates were tu- 
bercled, while in this Paleeozoic fossil the tubercles only appeared on a 
few of them. He would only observe, in conclusion, that the society owed 
a great deal to Mr. Harte, by whose care and diligence this fossil had been 
discovered and laid before them, like many others which they had received 
from the same locality within the last few years. 

Mr. Emerson Beynolds then read a short communication upon '* ThalH- 
ferous Pyrites, from Ballydeliob, county Cork." He said that he had ex- 
amined several Irish ores for this element since he had laid his last notice 
on this subject before them in 1863, but that the present specimen was the 
only one in which he had succeeded in discovering thallium, and here only 
in small quantity. 

Geolooicil Society. — April 13. — 1. "On the Geology and Mines 
of the Nevada Territory." By Mr. W. Phipps Blake. — In describing the 
physical features of the countiy, the author observed that it is an elevated 
semi-desert region, composed of a succession of longitudinal mountain- 
ranges with intermediate valleys and plains, the most abundant rocks 
being metamorphic and igneous ; but Tertiary strata and Carboniferous 
Limestone also occur. 

The author then described the hot springs, which are extended along a 
line of fissure in a granitic rock, and parallel to the mountains, and which 
deposit silica in an amorphous and a granular state, sulphur bein^ aiao 
seen in the cracks and cavities of the siliceous deposit. He considered 
these phenomena to illustrate the formation of a ouurtz-vein in a fissure. 

Mr. Blake then gave sn account of certain mmeral veins in porphyry, 
which yield sulphurets of silver (including crystals of Stephanite, but veiy 
little ruby silver) and a little gold; also galena, copper pyrites, iron 
pyrites^ and a little native silver, the veinstone being a friable quartz. The 
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prevailiDg direction of the veins was stated to be nearly north and south ; 
and the author remariced that they were richer in gold near the surface 
than at greater depths. 

2. "On the Eed Sock in the Section at Himstanton." By Mr. 
Hariy Seeley, F.G.S., of the Woodwardian Museum, Cambridge. — The 
physical structure of the rock was first considered, aud it was shown to 
De divisible into three beds, the uppermost of which is of a much lighter 
colour than the rest, the middle being concretionary in structure, and the 
lower sandy. These three beds; with the overly mg white sponge- bed, 
were consi^red to belong to one formation, and were treated of m this 
paper as the Hunstanton Bock ; but the thin band of red chalk some dis- 
tance above was considered, though of similar colour, to be quite distinct, 
as also was the Carstone below. 

Mr. Seeley then showed that near Cambridge the Shanklin sands and 
the Gault have both become very thin, so that tnere is a great probability 
of the latter beijig unconformable to the beds above as well as to those 
below. He considered the lower part of the Carstone to be of the age of 
the Shanklin sands ; and as the chalk is not unconformable to the Hun- 
stanton rock, he concluded that the latter could not be the Gault, but must 
be the Upper Greensand, — a conclusion which he afterwards showed was 
supported oy the evidence of the fossils, and the occurrence of phosphate 
of lime. 

The seam of soapy clay which separates the Hunstanton rock from the 
chalk was supposed to have resulted from the disintegration of a portion of 
the former, tlie red colour of which the author endeavoured to show was 
due to Glauconite. 

The upper part of the red rock of Speeton was thought to be possibly 
newer than that of Hunstanton, and perhaps to represent the time which 
elapsed between the formation of the latter and that of the band of red 
chalk. 

In conclusion, Mr. Seeley remarked that as the phosphate of lime is con- 
fined to Bed No, 2, and as many individuals of Gault species occur in Bed * 
No. 3, while others of a chalk character are met with in Bed No. 1, it is ^ 
very probable that the Hunstanton rock is a more typical example of the 
Upper Greensand than is seen at Cambridge, and majr represent also those 
periods which separate that formation from other divisions of the Cretace- 
ous system. 

FOEEIGN INTELLIGENCE. 



Ok bomb Mammalian Bemains fbom the Neiohboubhood of 
Vienna. By Dr. Zittel. — A beautifully preserved upper jaw of Anchi- 
therium Aurelitmense has been found in tne brown coal of Leiding, near 
Pitten (south of Vienna). Since the late Mr. Partsch some years since 
stated the occurrence of this remarkable species in the Neogene limestone 
of Brack, on the Leitha (south-east of Vienna), it has not been found within 
the basin of Vienna. The jaw under notice, an inferior tooth from the 
marine sands of Grossbach, and an upper tooth from the brackish ** Tegel " 
of Nussdorf (west of Vienna), prove this animal to have occurred in each 
of the three periods during whicn mammalia made their appearance within 
the Vienna basin. 

On some Uppbe Cbbtaceous Cceloptychia. By Director Homes. — 
Mr. Grotrian, of Brunswick, has presented the Imperial Museum of 
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Vienna with a series of five species of this genus of Spon^aria {Ccela- 
ptychittm a^ariroideSf Goldf., C. deciminnm^ Koem., C. incunvum, Roem., 
C. subciferum, Rocm., and C. lohaium, Goldf.), all of them beautifullj 
preserved and prepared with uncommon care. These fossils occur near 
Vordorf, two hours' distance north of Brunswick, in a mass of Upper Cre- 
taceous Limestone, which at places appears through the uniform diluvial 
deposits characteristic of the extensive plain of North Germany. Belem- 
nitella mucronata, D*Orb., B. quadrata, D'Orb., Micraster coranguinum^ 
Lam., and Ananchytes ovata, !LEim., are the choracteristic organic remains 
in this limestone. Uoelopty chia are not exclusively confined to the upper or 
Belem nitella- horizons of the Cretaceous deposits. The rarest among them 
are C. incisum, C snlciferumt and C. lobatum. 

On the Bayreuth Sandstones. By Professor Giimbel. — These sand- 
stones, remarkable for the abundance of fossil vegetable remains preserved 
in them, are equivalent to the bone-bed strata of Wiirtemberg. They are, 
in every locality hitherto known, invariably overlaid by the normal lowest 
Liassic strata, with Ammonites anffulatus, Tkalossites, etc. These pas- 
dage-beds, which are neither decidedly Keuperian, nor properly Liassic, 
would be best distinguished from both by the special denomination 
" Khsetic division." 

On some Nkogbne Fossils from Transylvania. By Chev. Fr. 
Ritter von Hauer. — Mr. Bang has presented to the Museum of the Im- 
perial Geological Institute a series of organic remains from the argillaceous 
sphaerosiderite of Biharcz falva (Transylvania), metamorphized into brown 
hydroxide of iron. Among them are many specimens of a Congeria (C 
triangularisj Partsch), and a cast of a Paludina (P. Sadleri, Partach), 

? roving once more the lignitiferous and ferriferous basaltic breccias of 
'ransylvania to be geologically equivalent to the Neogene Cerithian strata. 
(Proceed. Impl. Geol. Instit. Vienna, May 19 and Dec. 1, 1863.)* 

* The above notes are commanicated by Count Marschall, of Vienna. 
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Popular GeoloQjf of Darlington. By R. T. Manson, Vice-President 
Naturalists' Society. * DarlirgtonTimes ' Office, 1864. 

This little work is in pamphlet form, containing thirty- two pages ; and 
consists of six articles, originally written for tjie * Darlington and Stockton 
Times/ in 1860, which, having been altered and enlarged, are now re- 
printed. The first chanter is devoted to the " Bulmer stone," in North- 
gate — a famous granite ooulder ; the second, to the quarries near Sheldon 
station, worked in the " Stinkstein " and Permian beds ; the third, to the 
coal strata of Thukley and Sheldon ; the fourth, to the great Whin Dyke; 
and the fifth, to the Trias of Darlington itself. An appendix. Riving the 
localities for fossils, is added ; and acknowledgments to Mr. Howse, of 
Sunderland, Mr. Janson, of Darlington, Mr. Edward Wood, of Bichmond 
— the last of whom possesses a most valuable collection of fishes from the 
locality described— brings this useful, instructive, and popularly written 
work to a close. Such local books can but induce to spread a taste for re- 
search and the collecting of fossils. We hope the sale will remunerate the 
author and publishers. 



THE GEOLOGIST. 



JUNE 1864. 



THE PEIMART TKANSLATION OF THE EAETH. 
By the Editor. 

If reference to the correspondence on my speculations in theoretical 
geology and astronomy which have been printed in this Journal, I wish 
to take this opportunity of saying, that if in the cases of the Bev. 0. 
Fisher, p. 54 in this volume, and of Dr. Leslie, p. 295 in Vol. VI., I 
have inserted such comments on any of the physical hypotheses to 
which from time to time I have given expression without replying 
to those comments, thftt I do not therefore acknowledge my opponents 
to be right, nor, on the other hand, do I intend to pass them over 
slightingly as wrong, or as unworthy of attention. I simply thought 
it best not to get into controversy tohile my own ideas were being 
enunciated. I cannot, however, concur in the Bev. O. Fisher's view s 
as to the possibility of the earth's velocity, if initial primarily, being 
maintained, nor of a larger orbit for our planet being a result of any 
retardation of her motion. I am well aware of Kepler's law referred 
to, and I have my own opinion both of its value and its application. 
Mathematics may derive a result from a given basis, but mathematics 
never yet gave birth to a basis of facts. That two added to two 
make four may be mathematically demonstrated, but no amount of 
mathematical reasoning would prove four to be derived from two and 
two. It is evident it might have been derived from 8 + 1, or 1+1 + 
1 + 1. Just so if the orbital velocity of our earth had been imparted 
to it by explosion, by condensation, by any projectile force whatever, 
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its tendency of motion must have first been in a straight line ; and as 
the projectile-force would have been greater at its origin than after 
ages upon ages of retardation, the earth would therefore primarily 
have had a greater antagonistic force to the attraction of the sun, and 
the higher the centrifugal force, the greater the expanse of her orbit. 
The more we twirl a mop the more it spreads^and no amount of Kepler's 
laws, or anybody else's, would get over the physical fact, or convince 
people against their eyesight or their senses. Astronomers must 
make their calculations and predictions upon definite forms, such aa 
circles, ellipses, parabolas, parallelograms, and so forth. They must 
assume these if they do not exist — and they do not. But there is no 
astronomical calculation rigidly correct, and the slightest deviation 
is fatal to the doctrine of the permanence and fixity and unalterability 
of the celestial mechanism and planetary motions. There is no such 
fixity. All is change everywhere through boundless space — slow, 
elaborating, perfecting; altering, changing, destroying — change — 
like life and death — everywhere without exception. 

To return to the point asserted, that " if the distance of a planet 
from the sun be increased, the velocity in the orbit will be di- 
minished." If the velocity of the earth be due to a primary projection, 
that projection could not have been cireular ; there is no such force 
as circular projection known. We cannot shoot round a comer even 
with a bent gun. Therefore if the earth's orbital motion be due to 
any original projectile-force, the primary direction of the earth's 
course must have been direct ; and this normal course can only have 
been turned into a circular revolution round the sun by the sun's 
superior attractive power. If, then, the superiority of the sun's at- 
tractive power over the earth's direct motion be increased by the 
diminution of the original projectile-force through ages of slight re- 
sistance by the ether of space, then the ever-increasing difference of 
that superiority will ever and ever be reducing the orbit into closer 
and closer proximity to the central attracting sun. Thus therefore 
it is evident that if the world acquired its orbital motion, or rather 
its translation through space, by any explosion, or condensation of ne- 
bulous matter, or any other source of projectile-force, its orbit must 
be a constantly increasing or a constantly diminishing spiral. It is 
quite evident also that if the earth did possess any given and definite 
initial velocity, that velocity must remain the same, unless affected 
and diminished by the resistance of the medium through which it 
travels. If one hundred miles a second were the initial velocity of 
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the earth, removing the earth's orbit to the confiDes of celestial space 
could not increase that velocity by a mile, an inch in a second, if the 
resisting medium remained the same. The force that started gave 
the velocity, and the earth must get an additional kick, so to speak, 
while running, to have its orbital velocity increased. Now force acts 
equally in all direclions ; and if a grain of gunpowder were exploded 
in mid air, it would blow out in all directions alike. So if any ex- 
plosion or explosive condensation of nebulous matter took place in 
space, it would act in all directions alike ; it would be a sphere of 
explosion, or a globular result from the condensation of matter within 
a given spherical area of space. The motion of such an explosion 
would be like sunlight radiating in every direction ; the motion pro- 
duced by such a condensation would be exactly the reverse, or like 
the crushing in-rush of air into an exhausted globe of glass — an in- 
coming to a central spot from all around. Neither explosion nor 
condensation in space could give rise to projectile-force; and if there- 
fore this world was formed by the condensation or the explosion of 
nebulous matter, neither that condensation nor that explosion could 
cause the translation of our resulting earth from one "part of space to 
another. There could be no projection of a world in space without a 
wall or fulcrum of denser space for the projecting force to act against. 
A cannon ball could not be projected from an open tube ; the gases 
of the gunpowder in the cannon act against the breach and find a 
fulcrum there. Where are gases exploding in open celestial space to 
find a wall of resistance that shall give the explosion a projectile- 
force ? We cannot conceive. Neither explosion nor condensation 
therefore could give rise either to direct or to revolutionary orbital 
motion round the sun ; it is impossible. It even seems more natural 
to seek for the causes of planetary orbital motion in motions of the 
ether of space. The incandescence of the sun must put any ethereal 
matter surrounding it for millions upon millions of miles around in a 
state of intense vibration. If the sun be in combustion — and spec- 
tral analysis shows it to be — oxygen or some other combustion-sup- 
porting gas must, one would fancy, be constantly indrawn towards 
it ; while the heated and unburnt particles of the ether of space, or of 
the products of combustion, would as constantly be driven out into 
space. Might there be thus produced in the circumambient area 
around our luminary constant in-settings and out-settings of gaseous 
particles the friction of which against a free spherical planet might 
effect a rotatory motion of it ? If so, would the length of day and 
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night depend on the strength of these settings ? If the supply of 
fire-supporting gases swept in grand spiral currents to the central 
burning sun, would the planets float in these currents in spiral or- 
bital revolutions P Then, indeed, Kepler's law would hold good that 
the further from the sun the slower the orbital motion. But with 
an original projectile velocity that result could never happen. 



rOSSIL BIEDS. 
By the Editor. 

{Contitiuedfrom page 58.) 



It is certainly very much out of stratigraphical order to jump 
from the fossil bird-remains of the Stonesfield Slate to those of the 
Tertiary beds of the Paris basin ; nor is such a step in any accord- 
ance with historical order. We are simply compelled to take it, 
through the necessity of saying a few words in explanation of certain 
plates which have been issued with the previous numbers of this 
volume. The gap, however, in the historical series is not so very 
wide; and it is by no means useless in this place to run over afresh 
the review which the great Cuvier made of the labours of his prede- 
cessors. A section of vol. iii. of his famous work, ' Becherches sur les 
Ossements Fossiles,' published in 1812,* was devoted to the remains 
of birds. " Naturalists," he begins, " are agreed that, of all animal?, 
birds are those whose bones or other relics are the most rarely found 
in the fossil state. Some even absolutely deny that any have ever 
been met with ; and indeed, by oue of those singular accidents re- 
served for the beds of gypsum of our neighbourhood, there are 
scarcely any other well 'preserved fossil bones of birds than those 
they have furnished." He then, to show the correctness of this 
statement, and the then recent knowledge even of the fossil birds of 
the pldtrieres of Paris, glances over the statements of Walch, Her- 
mann, Camper, Blumenbach, Faujas, Lamanon, Gesner, Luid, Wal- 
lerius and Linnoeus, Davila and others, the accounts of most of 
which have been already given in our previous articles. 

" AValch, he savs, " had met with several ; Hermann added otherf. 
Their indications serve us as guides, without however exempting us 
from going to the original ; for the first deceives himself many times 
in spite of this precaution." Conrad Gesner, he observes, early de- 
clared that the stones named after birds, such as the hieracites and 
the perdicites, had no other affinity with them than resemblances of 
colour ; but " rude figures of birds," he adds, " accidentally traced in 
coloured stones, certainly do not properly belong to the Omitholites, 

* We qaote from the 5 th edition, published in 1835.— S. J. M. 
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any more than stones or pebbles having some sort of similitude to 
parts of birds, such as the * cock * of Agricola and the * hen ' of My- 
liu3, imprinted on the schist of Illmeuau. Other authors have also," 
he continues, ** regarded very gratuitously as Ornitholites some fossil 
bones, merely on account of their lightness and slenderness, but which 
a very slight examination would suffice to prove those of fish, small 
quadrupeds, and sometimes even to be parts of shells and crusta- 
ceans." 

" Thus the sulcata littoralu rostrata of Laid (Lith. Brit. t. 17) appears 
to me but the extremity of the dentated spine of the fin of some fish. 
The • beaks ' of the environs of Weimar and Jena, of which Wallerius 
and Linnsas speak, are only, according to Walch, who has been in that 
country, bnt superficial resemblances. Bom. Delille, in the Catalogue of 
the Cabinet of Davila, cites a beak from the environs of Eeutlingen (Cat. 
iii. p. 226), which has been adopted by Linnseus, and a bone from Cron- 
staat, which appeared to him to be a fowl's ; but his ' beak^ seems to be only a 
bivalve shell showing itself obli(^uely at the surface of the stone. If it 
were a true beak, it differed prodigiously from all that we now know of 
existing birds ; and as to the Done, there is neither descri^jtion nor figure 
in his work. Scheuchzer speaks (Mus. Dil. p. 106) of a bird's head in a 
black schist of Eisleben ; bnt he adds immediately, that ' one might also 
take it for a ^Uyfiower,' — quite sufi^cient to judge it by. Others (Lesser, 
Lithoth4oLy Wallerius) quote the description of the environs of Massel by 
Hermann, as if he there spoke of bones of birds; but that author really an- 
nounces only little hones, without saying that they may be those of birds. 
The error of compilers with respect to the petrified cuckoo (coucou) of 
Zannichelli* is still greater and truly funny. He alludes to the fish 
coucou, a species of Trigla {Trigla ciumlus, Linn.; in Italian, pesce capone), 
and not to the bird. Other reports have neither descriptions nor figures 
sufficient to justify them. Such is that of Yolkman, in his ' Silesia Sub- 
terranea ' (p. 144), and those brought forward by the systematic mineralo- 
gists. ... It is clear that incrustations do not l>elong to our subject ; and 
if the accounts of them were all true, they would prove nothing as to the 
existence of Ornitholites." 

Tliere remained then, after these eliminations by Cuvier, in the 
works of previous authors only the relics in certain schists, such as 
those of (Eningen, Pappenheim, and Monte Bolca, which could have 
any claims to a serious examination, and which could really have 
been taken for Ornitholites by thorough naturalists. 

** Now," says Cuvier, " nearly all that has been cited is more or less equi- 
vocal, or, at least, is not substantiated by sufficient figures and descriptions. 
These schists abound in all sorts of fish and other products of the sea ; the 
bones in them are compressed. Who would dare to flatter himself as be- 
ing able to distinguish in this state a fish-bone from a bird-bone P The 
feathers even, are they easy to be distinguished from the SertulariaoP 
How, then, can an inconsiderable portion be judged of, such as a member P 
The best authority for an investigation of this kind undeniably should 
be that of M. Blumenback ; but he limits himself to saying, that there 

* Dargentville, Or. p. 3S8, and Walch, Com. sur Know. ii. p. 11. 
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have been found at (Eningen honet of littoral birds {'os d'aiseaux de 
rivage), in M^m. d'Hist. Nat. (Trad. Fr.) ii. 408. As to those of Pappen- 
heim, he refers to the Memoirs of the Academy of Manheim (Act. as Theod. 
pal. V. pars, phys. 63) ; but it is surely questionable, from the locality given, 
whether it may not be a very singular reptile, of ^ hich we shall speak here- 
after (our Pterodactyle), and not, as M. Blumenbach calls it, a palmipede 
bird, Zannichelli had what he called a * beak* from (Eningen ; but was it 
more real than that of Davila P"* Scheuchzer cites a feather from the same 
place (Mus. Dil. p. 106 ; Pise. Quer. p. 14 ; Phys. Sac. i. t. 53, f. 22) ; but 
he did not convince Fortis, who believed it was only a Sertularia (Jour, de 
Phys. flor. an viii. p. 334) ; nor Hermann, who, he says, is always ridiculing 
this pretended feather (op. cit. p. 340). We should have them under our 
eyes to judge. Fortis was not more convinced of the examples of ^eathera 
from Monte Bocla, which he saw at Verona (op. cit. p. 334), two of which 
have been published by M. Faujas (Annales du Museum d'Hist. Nat. vol. vi. 
p. 21, pi. 1). I confess, however, that if there are any portions able to carry 
conviction, they are those which I have examined with the greatest care 
many times, and in which I can discover no character whatever to distin- 
guish them from feathers (des plumes). But, in supposing they may be 
such indeed, they would prove nothing against my previous assertion ; 
there have been none as yet well preserved, except in our gypsum." 

Cuvier then refers to Lamanon's description, in 1782, of the bird 
found at Montmartre by M. Darcet, and of which he admits there can 
be no doubt. He notices, however, that Lamanon has put in the 
feathers of the wings and tail, and has unfortunately given his ima- 
gination a little play ; he insinuates, also, that the drawing is not 
very like the original. He moreover tells us that Fortis, who had 
conceived strong prejudices against the existence of Ornitholites, 
examined afresh what had been described by Lamanon, and gave a 
figure according to his own ideas ; thereby affording a very remarkable 
illustration of the degrees of difference the same object may assume 
under eyes that regard it in a different aspect. " We can distinguish 
nothing," says Cuvier, " in the figure given by Fortis ; the bead is 
upside down, all the inequalities of the stone are exaggerated, the 
osseous imprints weakened ; in short, the author declares he can see 
in this fragment only a frog or a toad." 

The fact is, however, as Cuvier states, and there can be no doubt 
at all that this specimen is a veritable omitholite. 

" But," he adds, " one could hardly have dared to sustain it if there had 
not since been found in our plaster-works pieces more characteristic and 
suited to confirm it. Peter Camper mentions one, but without describing 
it, in an article on the fossil bones of Maestricht, published in the Philo- 
sophical Transactions for 1786. It is a foot found at Montmartre, of 
which M. Camper, jun., has sent me a drawing, which I have had engraved 
in the *Bulletm do la Soci^t^ Philomathique,' for Fructidor, An V III. 
I had myself a second piece, also a foot. This was from Clignancourt, 
below Montmartre. I described it in a note read before the Institute the 
13 Thermidor, An VIII., and published in the * Journal de Physique * of 

• Was not the aptychus of the Ammonite aometimes noticed under the term '* beak " 
by 8ome of the old writers P — S. J. M. 
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the sameiaontb, p. 128, etc., with an engraying (pi. ].)» which was repro- 
duced in the * Bulletin de la Soci^t^ Philomathique,' for Fructidor, An Vill., 
and afterwards in different foreign journals. On this occasion I learnt 
there existed two others in the hands of a private person at Abbeville, 
M. Elluin, engraver, who had also received them from Montmartre ; and 
M. de Lamdtherie gave a copy, in the same number of his Journal (pi. ii.), 
of a drawing sent him by Mr. TrauU^. It was the body of one bird and 
the leg of another. It was easy to see that the leg did not belong to the 
same individual, and also that the incrusting stone came from another bed. 
Such is the judgment of MM. Baillet and TrauU^ (Joum. de Phys. 
Therm, an viii. p. 132), which M. de Burtin confirms in a note to a de- 
scription of this fossil, published by M. Goret, of Abbeville (Trs. Soc. 
d'Emulation). Having had the specimen for some time under our eyes, we 
have assured ourselves of the correctness of this fact. There have been, 
then, since 1800, four different well-marked fragments ; that of M. Darcet 
makes the fifth. Since then I have continued my researches, and have 
found such a great number that there can be no longer any doubt that our 
plaster- beds contain many remains (heaucoup de dSbris) of birds." 

These specimens, which he had collected, Cuvier then goes on to 
describe, beginning with the feet, "as being the most striking parts 
even for least accustomed eyes." " Indeed," he continues, •* the foot 
of any bird whatever is composed in an absolutely particular manner, 
and does not resemble that of any other animal." 

The specimens of fossil birds from the environs of Paris figured 
and described by Cuvier are : — 

" 1. A very complete leg and foot of a common species from the Gypsum 
(vii.) * ; 2, end of tibia and foot complete of same species ; 3, foot of^bird 
from M. de Lani^therie's cabinet (vi.) ; 4, fragments of the foot of a bird, 
showing the first phalanges of the thumb and outside and middle digits, 
probably the same species as No. 6 (iv.) ; 6, inferior mandible 5 6, copy 
of EUum's specimen ; 7, tarsal bone of a bird of the same species as 
Ko. 11; 8, leg of bird, showing the entire tibia, the thumb, and three 
other digits very complete (vii.) ; 9, foot of bird of same species as 
Ko. 11 (v.) ; 10, bird's foot described and figured bv Cuvier in 1800 
(viii.) allied to (vii.) species, and of the order Gralla (storks and herons) ; 11, 
leg and foot of a bird much smaller than No. 4 (v.) ; 12, Darcet's speci- 
men, a different species from any other (x.) ; 13, the two sides of a badly- 
preserved body, M. Elluin's specimen, drawn by Cuvier; 14, phalange of 
a bird's foot of a larger species than any of the others (i.) ; 15, portion of 
the wing of a bird, with the end of the humerus, the cubitus, the two car- 
al bones, the imprint of the apophysis of the metacarpal bone carrying 
be thumb and the imprint of a part of another metacarpal ; 16, portion of 
wing in the cabinets of M. de Lametherie, allied to the sea-larks {Pelidna, 
Cuv.) (viii.) ; 17, rib of fossil bird; 18, radius ; 19, radius (x.) ; 20, hume- 
rus of littoral bird, anterior and posterior faces (iv. P) ; 21, humerus (ix.) ; 
22, humerus (ix.) ; 23, end of omo^late of a bird resembling, in diminutive, 
that of a cormorant ; 24, femur ot a bird near to the genus Fclican ; 26, 
femur of a bird of the order GrallcB and the genus Ibis ; 26, portion of the 
trunk and both wings, and femur of a fossil bird (ix.) ; 27, well-preserved 

* The Roman namerals indicate Cuvier's species. Cuvier did not assign any names 
to the species he indicated. 
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omitholite from Montmartre, of the fiunily CMlinaeea {v.), showine tiie 
nnder-beak, its right ramus nearly entire, portions of both sides of the 
base of the craniam, yertebrss of neck, right clayicle, and parts of the lefi, 
small portion of the omoplate, the sternum much crushed and disfigured, 
and an equally disfigured impression of the pelvis, the tibia, and many 
other intelligible parts ; 28, the four phalanges of a medius of a bird of 
prey, like their analogues in the buzzard (ii.) ; 29, lower mandible ; 30, a 
* frog-bone * (junction of the two clavicles) ; 31, coracoid bone ; 32, another 
coracoid ; 33, metacarpal and phalanzes ; 34, inferior mandible of a bird 
(v.) ; 35, humerus (v. P) ; 36, another numerus ; 37, small humerus of (z.) 
and 38, leg and foot of the same species. No. 33 ; 39, small bird's foot 
(ix. P) ; 40, metacarpal of bird of prey of large size, and with long wings of 
the dimensions of the bald-buzzard, probably the same species as No. 24 
(xi.) ; 41, another metacarpal of a bird of prey, much smaller, and having 
much shorter wings, probabljr of the same species as No. 48 ; 42, skeleton 
from Montmartre (ix.), the ^ing extended, humerus nearly entire, sternum 
crushed, feet and right leg well shown, as are also other bones ; 43, well- 
preserved and characteristic skeleton from Montmartre, of the same 
species (ix.) as the foregoing, showing the head and beak, portion of 
the * frog-bone,' back-bone, ribs, wing-bones, legs and feet, and other 
parts, very little disturbed from their natural condition ; 43, mutilated 
humerus of a singular species, and like that of the screech-owl ; 44, ra- 
dius ; 45, well-preserved foot ; 46, badly-preserved foot of same species as 
No. 11 (v.)." 

It will be seen then that Caviar founds on these bird-remains no 
fewer than ten species. His first on the foot, described by him 
in 1800, in which the thumb or hind-toe is wanting (No. 10) ; but we 
see in the specimen the little bone, which carries it in many birds. 
These characters are much more complete in No. 8 ; the femur in 
that specimen is wanting, but the tibia is much more entire, and the 
thumb and the three other digits are very complete, and furnished 
with all the articulations they ought to have ; the foot of this speci- 
men having the tibia and tarsus a little longer than the first, is made 
another species by Cuvier. Of M. de Lam^therie*8 specimen, Cuvier 
makes a third species ; of M. Elluin's a fourth ; of the foot No. 15, 
which he thinks somewhat smaller than the last, a fifth ; of No. 38 a 
sixth ; of the four phalanges forming the medius of a bird of prey, 
No. 28, allied to the buzzard, a seventh ; of the phalange of the great 
bird. No. 14, an eighth ; and of the small foot. No. 39, a ninth 
species, all founded on the debris of the walking limbs alone. He 
founds three other species on the beaks in Nos. 5, 29, 39, respectively. 
We can scarcely analyse further Cuvier's work without giving ad- 
ditional figures, which our fast-closing limits will not allow. We can 
therefore only add that our Plates give examples of — No. 43 (PI. III., 
fig. 1) ; No. 42 (PI. VI., fig. 3) ; No. 41 (PL VI., fig. 2) ; No. 39 
(PI. VI., fig. 1) ; No. 25 (PI. VI., fig. 4) ; No. 20, anterior and pos- 
terior views (PI. VL, ^, 5) ; No. 15 (PL VI., fig. 7) ; No. 13 a 
(PI. VI., fiff. 6) ; No. 13 6 (PL IV., fig. 2) ; and regret being cut off 
in the middle of our survey of the bibliography and present state 
of ornithological palaeontology, the only manageable portion for any- 
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tiling at all like iconcisely showing the very imperfect state of our 
present knowledge of the past history of organic life on our globe. 



ON THE GLACIAL DEIFT OF FUENESS, 
LANCASHIRE. 

By Miss E. Hodgsok. 

The following sketcli of the glacial deposits of Fumess is not pre- 
tended to be complete ; it is, in fact, nothing but a sketch : neither 
can it presume to be free from errors. The marine drift, especially, 
has not received all the attention it demands, but will, I hope, with 
tiie clays and peats of Fumess, form a subject for a future memoir. 
The deposits in the section are referred doubtfully to their periods. 

Striated Bock Swfaees. — The district of Furness ; its south-^sfitern 
part, however, does not perhaps present so many of those remark- 
able records of the glacial period, the striated roc^-surfaces, as are to 
be met with in more mountainous districts. The rocks, especially 
the Carboniferous Limestone and Permian formations, either lie in a 
great measure hidden under a thick covering of deposits, or, as in the 
hills of the Upper Silurian strata, are of such a solt decomposing na- 
ture, that they retain very little primitive facing. 

Occasionally, however, striations may be found. A little way in 
shore, west from the estuary of the Crake, at the head of Morecambe 
Bay, a rock-surface recently exposed by the removal of the overlving 
material, and now quarried away, showed a series of parallel shallow 
groovings from an inch to an inch and a half apart ; the intervening 
spaces plane and smoothed, and having very fine stri». The striao 
and grooving had a direction from E. to W., or perhaps a little N.E. 
to S. W. The rock presented an extraordinary and beautiful appear* 
ance, with no signs of fracture, but on attempting to break off a 
specimen, it was found to be literally crushed to pieces as if it had 
been an egg-shell : so that no specimen exhibitinc; more than one 
groove and smooth space could possibly be obtained. 
' South of this, and still not far from shore, but with a hill of more 
than 800 feet elevation lying between, stri» are found taking a S.W. 
by S. direction. The same occurs very distinctly on other spots near. 
Further west, on Ben Crag, a hill of nearly 500 feet elevation, the 
same N.E. by N. and S.W. by S. striation is observed, protected by 
the grassy sod. 

It is found again with a very little variation on the Carboniferous 
Limestone, where it underlies the Boulder-clay on the shore between 
Bardsea and Aldingham. Some exposed beds of the limestone, 
levelled off and polished, have it very persistently, in fine parallel 
lines, now nearly worn out by the sea. 

This direction of stri® corresponds with the general trend of the 
Rills of Fumess, as well as with the line of the centre of Morecambe 
Bay.- 'But even where :this.is not the case, whese. the atnke.of .the- 
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bills, 80 to speak, is N.W. and B.E., with a narrow vale or channel 
lying between, the stri» will be found baring the same nndeTiating 
direction right across from N.B. by N. to S.W. by S. This is 
exemplified in the hills bordering the vale of Newland, near Ulver- 
stone, where a brook now runs from 800 to 400 feet below the heights 
on each side. There is no question, however, but that the gill is 
deeper than when the ice crossed it, but the striation is repeated on 
the N.E. side down to 275 feet from the top, and at rather more than 
125 feet above the brook ; while it is a curious fact that this happens 
to be about the elevation above the brook, of the lowest obtained 
stri» on the S.W. side. 

At the same time, although this is very likely to be the prevail- 
ing tendency of strisd in Fumess, yet there are exceptions, and a 
slight deviation will sometimes occur between two points within a 
short distance of each other. Thus, on Ganieswell Hill, deep 
groovings pass from N.N.E. to S.8.W., while rather more than half 
a mile oif the striation is from E.N.E. to W.S.W. Yet neither of 
the two striations can have any connection with the present features 
of the locality. The gill that passes under Ghimeswell on the west 
cuts directly ^. and S., and the rocks with the latter striation are on 
the south-eastern slope of a fell, down which small drainage depres- 
sions pass to the E. and S.E. 

It should be conceded, I think, to the inexperienced student, that 
there may be great difficulty sometimes in selecting glacial strisD out 
of " wentliered " lines of cleavage and stratification in the slate rocks. 
The difficulty is not when they present their edges sharp, close, and 
regular; but when e.a. somewhat resembling the spreading leaves of 
an opened book, they have been further worn into horizontal hollows, 
ruts, or grooves ; and this, possibly, by the glacier passing over at 
right angles to them, rather than parallel with them, as would be at 
first suggested. The above is only one out of other instances of de* 
ception met with on decomposing slate rocks. It must occasionally 
happen that true stri» may run parallel with either the cleavage or 
bedding ; but in these doubtful cases I have uniformly abandoned 
them, and it is not unlikely that good genuine stris, which the ex- 
perienced geologist would have noted down, may thus have escaped. 

On the craggy heights of the moors, as well as in some places on 
the shore, the aspect of the rocks indicate that the principal denuding 
force has been carried over from the north. They generally present 
their smoothed sides to the north or north-east, their rugged ones to 
the opposite point ; deep ruts passing up the smooth incline answer- 
ing in point of depth to the opposition that incline had presented. 
In some instances the edges of the cleavage planes have been ao 
shaved off, grooved across at right angles, and rounded, as strikinglj 
to resemble the laminated structure of a shell-hill contour. 

With regard to the form and outline of many of our bills, the 
beautiful description given at some . lenc^th by Mr. Gkikie, of the; 
glaciation among tlia mountains of Scothind, might well amrre for a 
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description of these. Indeed, so truly do the glacial footsteps tell 
the same tale everywhere, varying only in degree of magnineeuce, 
that it would seem there can be only one set of terms happily and 
faithfully to record it in. Fumess is not without '* that union of 
prominent yet rounded crag and gently curving hollow whicli indi* 
cates the passage of the ice-sheet, with hardly less clearness than the 
ripple on the shore tells of the retreat of the sea,"* and lit up by the 
slanting rays of the evening sun, assuredly it yields nothing in point 
of interest and loveliness to the prouder types of Scotland. Besides 
being of frequent occurrence on our moors, this feature is especially 
conspicuous on the hills at Newland, and from thence, obscured a 
little by plantations to the head of the bay, where it again becomes 
traceable up the valley of the Crake. It first arrested my atteution 
and had its true cause assigned to it in my note-book, after visiting 
in the autumn of last year the Eoches Moutonnees in the vale of the 
Botha at Ambleside, described by Mr. Hull,! and cited by Sir G. 
Lyell in his * Antiquity of Man.' J " When a geologist," says Mr. 
Oeikie, " has once familiarized himself with its varieties even in one 
locality, there are not many landscapes in the country where he will 
fail to detect its presence." 

BoeheM Mouionnees. — True Eoches Moutonnees lie on the eastern 
outskirts of Ulverstone. There is one close to the railway viaduct 
over the canal ; it has been quarried, but still retains much of its 
remarkably rounded form. Another in the peat-mosses on the N.E, 
of the canal, is buried under the railway embankment ; the domed 
top long refused to afibrd good foundation. 

Stream Valleys. — In a deep narrow gill of the Silurian strata, close 
to Ulverstone, the striation seems to denote that the glacier in its 
progress has taken the curve of the gill, as it swerves from W. by N. 
and E. by S. to N.W. by N. and S.E. by S. It is difficult to fix the 
amount of glaciation in this gill ; rocks of Devonian age have been 
swept out, but to what extent they may have been developed it is im- 
possible to guess. I have always associated its ij;laciation in point of 
age (whether correctly or not I cannot say), with the forming of 
some remarkable indentations on the moor of Osmotherley, about a 
mile distant. These miniature glens, as they might be called, are 
deep, dry, parallel hollows, having a N.W. and S.E. direction, con- 
verging a little as they descend the moor-side, and fall into the drain- 
age line leading to Ulverstone. Doubtless they difi'er little in cha- 
racter from many other depressions on the moors, but the singular, 
almost mural outline, they assume on the horizon is very arresting 
to the eye, and although they may mark the course of occasional 
rivulets, yet it is scarcely likely they are water-formed unaided by 
ice. As yet, however, no stria have been detected in them. The 
crags in the vicinity are greatly crushed, a circumstauce not alto- 

* Geikie, ' On the Phenomena of the Glacial Drift of Scotlaud.* 
t HuU, Sdin. New Phil. Joarnal, toI. xL p. 81, 1860. 
i Geol: lividpore of the Antiq. of Man. 
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getber to be assigned, I beliere, to atmospberic agencj, either in this 
or any of the numerous instances of crushed strata on moors. Most 
of our stream-valleys, doubtless, owe their present features to the 
softening of the climate and the final melting down of ice ; a tran- 
sition not wholly insignificant in its effects even here, when we regard 
those escarpments of deposits, whether marine or glacier-formed, 
which tower loflilj along manv of their lines, sometimes on one side, 
sometimes on the other, and individually faced, perhaps, by a gentle 
verdant slope, that, with the gurgling brook below, seems to hide, as 
it were, under a calm disguise, all the tumult of the past. One of 
these escarpments on the line of the Pennington Beck is crested by 
"hummocks" of boulder clay, so artificial in form that tradition 
holds them as the site of an ancient castle, a half-encircling hollow, 
apparently water-formed, answering for the remains of the castle* 
ditch. 1 have an impression that geologists familiar with the phe» 
nomena of the period, would experience little difficulty in assigning 
this (together with much of the physical aspect of that truly inter- 
esting vicinity) entirely to glaciation and its subsequent modifying 
agencies. Almost every stone and pebble about the place is wonder- 
fully grooved and striated. 

The other features of our stream -valleys are the stripes or terraces 
which at various elevations and distances mark the former river-pos-* 
sessions, inasmuch as when tried by the spirit-level, they are found 
to be on an extremely gentle incline, thus affording additional evi- 
dence that all our brooks have been rivers, and our rivers mighty 
streams. Deposits of river-gravels occur at some heights above the 
present brooks, as in the vale of Newland before alluded to. There 
deposits of dark gravels and sands lie in underneath the hillside 
boulder clay, while the latter appears to have been scooped out by the 
flow and wash of the down-passing current, into a true overhanging 
river-bank, 60 feet above the bed of the present stream. 

Boulder clay. — In slightly sketching out the position of the boulder 
clay in Furness, what knowledge I have of the nature and composi- 
tion of that deposit is mainly derived from the teaching of the admi-^ 
rable memoir before referred to, ' On the Phenomena of the Glacial 
Drift of Scotland,' aided by the close examination of numberless 
specimens obtained from many localities. Its stones and boulders 
rounded J angular ^ flattened^ smoothed, striated, seldom ofremots trans- 
porfation, disposed without stratification in a more or less clayey ma^ 
terialy are the characters by which it may be distinguished here. But 
there are other peculiarities of the boulder clay in Furness for which 
the above work somewhat prepares the student. These are the bars, 
thin seams, or beds of gravels and sands, which very frequently are 
found running through it. These are neither fluviatile nor marine ; 
they precisely resemble in lithological character the true boulder clay 
in which they occur :, the stones, in some instances at least, have 
scarcely lost their striation', and clearly owe their stratified disposal 
to the percolation of wat^r« In fapt, such beds must have been 



OK THE GLACIAL DBITT OF FUB5£88, LAKCA8UIBI. 218 

simply melting zones in the heart of the glacier. Sometimes thej 
rest upon the rock surface under the boulder clay, at others they 
alternate with it in more or less equal thickness throughout its 
depth, and occasionally they are found lying next the surface-soil. 
No doubt by being now, what they became then, passages for water, 
they are constantly and gradually extending themselves into the hard 
substance of the boulder clay. 

By obtaining rough sections of numerous well-sinkings in th6 
boulder clay, under the town of Ulverstone, a pretty accurate know- 
ledge of these stratified beds is arrived at. They are known to the 
sinker as waterbars, and are, I think, identical in character with 
those seen in section on the moors, and in the Furness railway cut- 
ting. They are often found dry : hence several are passed before 
one containing water is reached. 

They are described as having an average dip or incline of one 
quarter of an inch in five feet. The gravels lie between yellow sand- 
bed .<, which are smooth on their interior surfaces (i.^. the surfaces in 
contact with the gravels) and very compact. The pebbles are chiefly 
" hright-hlue " (Silurian). Occasionally granite pebbles occur, and 
have this peculiarity, that the beds containing them are seldom more 
than two inches thick. The boulder clay is said to shade off gra- 
dually in colour from the yellow sands to that of its own, which is 
generally bluish, though occasionally other tints prevail. Under the 
west of the town the boulder clay is so hard as to break the pick 
point, is very dry, and free of gravel 9oams for a great depth. 

This interesting deposit occurs ii^ patches on our hills, is spread 
more thickly on our moors, descends next the rock-surface into the 
vales, forms fine sections on our south-eastern shores, and declines 
down under the marine stratified drift, at the southern end of the 
promontory. 

At the Lindale moor iron mines, a good section of nearly half a 
mile is displayed by the sinking of the ground since the removal of 
the underlying ore. The following measurements were taken for me 
in two places along this section : — 

SoU. ft. in. , 

Bonlderclay 5 

Sand and gravel 2 6 

Boulder day 3 

SoU. 

Bonlderclay 6 

Sand and gravel 2 

Boulder day 9 

There is a pretty general uniformity in the upper deposits through- 
out the length, but in some parts the lower Doulder clay attains a 
much greater thickness. Tlie gravels dip gentl;^ to the south-east. 
In long drv weather the laminated sands become inconspicuous ; but 
here and there a red tinge pervades the series and denotes the occa- 
sional presence of water charged with iron. The boulder day hefe 



214 TJIB eXOLOOIBT. 

is of a dark ochreoos colour, in facfc, just the colour of the highly de- 
composed Silurian pebble, and seems perfectly to answer to its final 
debris. The stones in good preservation, are much striated, and the 
boulders beautifully smoothed and grooved. In this aremt^ encircled 
partly by rock (Silurian) with boulder clay in section, and partly by 
the refuse heaps, the student of glacial phenomena may find ample oc- 
cupation. Ice^scratched boulders of limestone and intercalated iron- 
ore, are there thrown to light ; while lying out exposed, are huge blocks 
of the former, marvellously cut and hacked in every possible direction. 
The effect of turbid water upon stone is shown here. The limestone 
blocks within its influence have undergone great decomposition, and 
are moulded down into grotesque figures ana shapes, similar to what 
are seen on the surface of limestone commons, and used for orna- 
mental rock-work. Their surfaces are rough as sandstone, coated 
with a fine, almost impalpable, red powder. They are imbedded in 
a dark brown substance, probably " Black Mack," described by Mr. 
Cameron, vol. xiz. page 27 of the ' Quarterly Journal of the Geolo- 
gical Society.* 

When the stratified beds in the boulder clay rest upon the rock, 
although the rounded or planed outline may be preserved, it is found 
to possess a much rougher surface than when covered by the unstra- 
tified boulder clay. This is seen on the rounded rock by the via- 
duct before noticed ; one side of which is covered by the following 
beds: — 

Soif. ft. in. 

Boulder clay, with striated stones 8 

Large stones and sand SO 

Pebbles mixed with sand 16 

Grey sand 6 

Larger pebbles S 

ShaSrp grey gravel 8 

The Silurian rock under these is beautifully hollowed out and 
rounded, but it is extremely rough to the hand, is very soft, and 
shows svmptoms of decay. 

In a limestone quarry, north-west of Ulverstone, in a well-sinking 
nearer the town, and also, I believe, in the railway-cutting, rough- 
ened and curiously-shaped limestones, similar to those near the Iron 
ore, have been met with, lying under stratified gravels, capped with 
boulder clay. In the quarry instance, I imagine the upper bed has 
been much broken up, antecedently to the moulding and roughening 
of the fragments. They are imbedded in a soft plastic clay ; clearly, 
I think, a deposit from water. 

But there is another, and perhaps more difficult problem connected 
with the boulder clay, which is, when loose gravels and sand, in no 
respect differing from that deposit in lithological character, lie next 
the surface-soil. 

This is the case on Oill Brow : a moraine bank, a mile to the 
south-east of Lindale moor, at about 300 feet elevation above the 
,Bea. 
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A miniDg section there gives : — 

8oU, ycb. ft 

Loose gravel and sand 5 

Hard boulder day to rock 9 

The stones in the loose strata of grayel and sand are some of them 
well striated. The thickness of deposits on the top of the hill, is 
much greater than below. 

This bank, and another contiguous to it, appear to be extensions 
of moraine matter from the higher grounds or Lindale Moor, High 
Banks, Carr Kettle and Walthwaite Moors, and lie immediately 1^ 
tween these and the Plain of Swarthmoor, which is one larg^ spread 
of boulder claj. Gill Brow would moreover, in all probabUitv, form 
a side bank on the great ice-flood line of the Pennington Beck, al* 
though now situated nearly a mile from the stream. The loose gravel 
stratum therefore might be part of the delta of that flood. !No other 
suggestion nresents itself to my mind. The striations would forbid 
the gravels being regarded as marine. 

In the section formed by the railway-cutting, now grown over, the 
stratified beds were observed "running in very thin seams*' through 
the boulder clay. They seem to be a constant and familiar accom« 
paniment to that deposit, in the Carboniferous and Silurian grounds 
of Furness. With the boulder clay on the Permian, I am not yet so 
well acquainted. Its most southern inland extension, I believe, is at 
Harbarrow, three and a half miles from the south point of Furness \ 
not far from here, it probably declines down under the red marl of 
Leece. In piercing through that deposit, near the Leece Tarn, for 
water, it was supposed to be the boulder clay that was reached at the 
depth of 112 feet. 

StrtUified Marine Drift. — ^It does not appear that the stratified 
marine drifb of Furness can be said to attain in an^ thickness, to 
elevations much above 100 feet. TraveHed and unstnated boulders, 
some of great size, water-rolled stones foreign to the district, and 
stray fragments of shells, are certainly met with ; the latter even up 
to 500 feet, but no undisturbed truly marine deposits exist at sucn 
elevations to my knowledge. Several large stones, quite foreign to 
the district, occur upon aud in the boulder clay of Lindale and the 
neighbouring moors ; whether they may be regarded as the remnants 
of out-swept marine drift, and as marking the base of renewed gla- 
ciation, it is difficult to say. Many of them, notwithstanding their 
hardness, have all the appearance of glacial friction, being much 
smoothed down and flattened. 

Probably they are marine deposits, which we find lying above a 
mile in shore, at the Ulverstone Railway Station, and extending up 
the Pennington Yale, to a little above 100 feet ; but I believe these 
are met by, and to some degree commingled, and interstratified with 
old fluviatile deposits. 

In sinking a well some years ago on the south of the toWn, be* 
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tween the one hundred and the seventr-five contours, a bar of amall 
bivalve shells* was discovered, 8 feet below the surface, in a deposit 
of fine sand. I have not yet found any on this horizon in other loca- 
lities, but it may. be worth ^hile .prosecuting the search further. 
Passing southward marine drift appears to line the shore at about 
the same elevation from Ulverstone through the grounds of Conis- 
head Priory to Bardsea. Here they are cut off, and we do not re- 
cognize them again till we get below Leece, where they are found 
sweeping over the promontory from east to west ^in elongated ridges, 
one or two of which, by the gradual inroads of the sesi have come to 
form headlands on the southern shore. 

Coast'Une DepoiiU, — One of these headlands. Babbit Hill, at 
Barrow in Furness, saved from the sea by railway constructions, is 
now rapidly undergoing demolition to form levelled sites for streets, 
and lis long entombed granite boulders thrown out to the light of 
day. On the south coast of Furness, at Back-House-Close Point,t 
25 feet raised beaches, containing layers of existing British shells, 
and abutting against the headlanc^ have in the recollection of persona 
now living been cut away by the sea. It is the same at Gunninger 
Point, while in what may have been, so to speak, the recesses of 
the coast, some still remain ; only in their turn to yield eventually 
to the constant wasting of high tides. Traces of their broken lines 
occur all the way from Rampside to Aldingham, where they begin to 
recline on the bouldeir clay. The former tide-floor presented by 
this deposit appears to have supplied a clayeyness to the shell and 
pebble matrix, which renders their extraction, at this particular spot* 
extremely difficult, the mass being nearly as hard as the boulder 
clay itseUT. 

For the naming of the shells, I am wholly indebted to the kind- 
ness of my fnend Miss Giflbrd, of Minshead, Somerset: — 

SHELL LIST. 

Murex erinaeeut. Turbo fLUontia) rudU. 

Buednum undatum: Osirea edulia, 

Buceinum retieulatum. Ostrea (Pecten) variant. 

Purpura lapiliui» MyWlut edulis. 

TurrUella terebra. Oardium edule. 

Turbo CLUorina) litorea. Madra soHda, 

Twrbo CLUorim) neritoidet. Tellina tolidula. 

Turbo (Litorina) rudis was most abundantly found in the hard 
shell-beds at Aldingham. . Of this species, Mr. Woodward remarks, 
that it frequents ajhigher region than T. litorea, where it is scarcely 

* From the description, I judge they might he TcUina. 

t Some of the stones ip this cliff are striated, leading to the supposition that it mi§;1it 

Srore to be an outstanding rid^e of the boulder clay resting on Permian strata. As I 
id not discover the fact of their striation on the spot, it must be left undetermined for 
the present. Stratified beds of sands appeared in the upper part of the cliff, but its faoo 
wu mueAi olMeand by vister. tprjogs iraahin^the. isodsdown from. kh^Yt. _ . , 
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reached hj the tide. Murex erinaceus was only found in these beds, 
and rare. 

Proceeding northwards up the coast, the finest sections in Fumess 
of the boulder claj are exhibited in the cliffs or sea-scarps of Moat 
Hill, Edge Bank, Beanwell Bank, and Tea Wood, with heights ran- 
ging from 60 to 90 feet. Large Carboniferous (or mountain) lime- 
stone, boulders, and angular blocks seem readj to slide down ; while 
hard detached and fallen masses become separated in time by the 
dash and spray of the tides, and strew the shore. Some of the fallen 
blocks measure 20 feet in circumference, and retain deep groovings 
on their surfaces. 

North of Ulverstone, the boulder clay reappears at Hammerside 
Point, and constitutes a hill of 60 feet altitude, with an unknown 
depth. After this, it caps the Carboniferous and Silurian rocks of 
Plumpton and Threadlow ; and then retires back and is not seen 
again on our line of coast. 



. COEEESPONDENCE. 



On ike Outer Tegument of a Section of the Oenue Trigonia. 

Sir, — Permit me to direct the attention of palffiontolo^sts to a remark- 
able feature in a section of the ^enus Trigonia, which mdicates a wider 
separation of that section from its congeneric allies, and also an unsus- 
pected imperfection in the state of preservation of some of our most com- 
mon Jurassic testacea. It has long heen known that under the name of 
Trigonia eostata, some very different forms of that genus have been figured 
ana described by various authors from Jurassic rocks ranging from the 
Upper Lias to the Kimmeridge Clay, including fossils from Oolitic lime- 
stones, sandy rocks, argillaceous limestones, and from soft unctuous clays. 
Considering that the materials at the disposal of authors have been derived 
from such a variety of rocks, and of locahties, both European and Oriental, 
and that such numbers of the great gronp of the Costatae have been ex- 
amined and compared by so many authorities, it might have been expected 
that their natural-history characters had been fully ascertained, and that 
the little we have still to learn respecting them would have reference only 
to the separation or union of species, and to a more accurate definition of 
their stratigraphical range. I was therefore recently much surprised upon 
applying my pocket lens to the surface of a fine example of 21 Calgpso, 
D*Orb., to nnd that it exhibited a beautifully ornamented surface, consist- 
ing of lines of minute granules arranged vertically, and in every respect 
aipreeing with the outer tegument of Gresslya, Anatina, Groniomya, and 
Myacites, amongst the Myad» or Anatinidse. Of this latter familjr the 
fosail forms with granulated surfaces may be separated into two divisions, 
the one having laree and widely separated lines of eranules, the other 
with the granules dso linear, but very minute, and me rows closely ar- 
ranged ; Trigonia Cal^so, from the Scarborough Combrash, has this lat- 
ter Kind of ornamentation easily overlooked, ana preserved only under the 

TOL. Tii. 2 r 
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most faTOurable eircumfltances. Other Trigonin with snrfaces precisely 
similar are T. ehmgata^ Sow., from the Combraah of the same locality, 
and from the Oxford Clay of Dorsetshire ; T, costata, yar. lineolata, Ag., 
from the grej limestone of Scarborough ; another lunulate and lengthened 
form from the Upper Trigonia grit, Inferior Oolite near Stroud ; T. moni- 
lifera, Ag^ from the Coral Bag of Weymouth ; and T. marginata. Lye, 
from the Kimmeridge Clay of Wiltshire. This granulated surface occur- 
ring, as is now ascertainea, in so many species of the costated Trigonisp, 
whose general forms and other characters are yery dissimilar, renaers it 
eyident that the whole group of the Costatse is characterized by its pre- 
sence, although we may only expect to discoyer it occasionally in specimens 
derived from fine argillaceous deposits, and cleared simply by washing, or 
by usiug only a light brush. The other sections of Trigonia having tuber- 
cles, varices, or serrated ribs upon the sides, appear to have been destitute 
of this granulated tegument, as are also the recent Trigonis. I would also 
venture to remark that the value of the granulated tegument as a ground 
of distinction in the groups of testacea, does not appear to be sufficiently 
appreciated by some palaeontologists ; that it is of nigher value to us than 
as a separation between species, may be inferred from the fact that in the 
great family of the fossil AnatinidsB it characterizes all the species of the 
genera* in which it occurs, and that the present appears to be the first 
known instance in which a well-defined genus can be separated into two 
sections, the one having the surface granulated, the other smooth : in Tri- 
gonia, however, it is found to pervade only a single but large and well-de- 
fined group, which in its general characters is as clearly separated from 
the other lossil groups as urom the recent members of the genus. 

John Ltcbtt, M.D. 
Searhoroughj Mag Uh, 1864. 



On the Nebular Theory. 

Salford, Mag 17, 1864. 

Sir, — In No. 75 of your ' Greologist,* I find an article on Planetaiy 
Orbits, etc., written with a considerable degree of in jjenuity , in which you 
ask, and I suppose with no objection to a reply, for instances " of the evo- 
lution of light and heat by slow condensation of gaseous matter." Chemistry 
Supplies us with abundance of proof in this respect. One of the most 
familiar is shale loaded with iron pyrites, which, wnen exposed to the influ- 
ence of the atmosphere, often takes fire from the slow absorption of gaseous 
matter. 

So, on the other hand, excessive heat has greater power than chemical 
affinity, and will, if supplied in sufficient intensity, release the condensed 
oxygen again from its compound. Metals, too, have a very great power 
to condense gaseous matter within their pores, and this power is generally 
proportionate to their spongy and divided character ; but if heated, their 
affinity for gaseous bodies is likewise proportionately^ increased. But as I 
have just stated, heat has a greater power than chemical affinity, and there- 
fore no condensation of gaseous matter could take place until it was suffi- 
ciently cooled to be within the range of chemical power. 

Now the nebular theory aspumes that condensation is the result of slow 
cooling, and could not have taken place in any other manner ; consequently, 
no universal conflagration and condensation could simultaneously havo 
taken place, as your reasoning supposes. A^ain, if we closely examme the 
crust of the earth, especially amongst the igneous rocks, with which we 
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only profess how to deal, we shall find that they are combinations of the 
most mfiisible character, and, a prion, bodies which would be the first con- 
densed, especially when their strong; affinities are taken into consideration. 
And those bodies which are easily dissipated by heat are almost wholly ok- 
claded, such as water, carbonic acid, etc. 

There is another argument I wish to point out, which I think is 
erroneous. You suppose that the heat of the earth is sufficiently accounted 
for on the grounds or its retardation through the ether of space. A little 
reflection will show that a body once heated to its maximum temperature, 
from whatever cause, whether in passing through air or the ether of space, 
if the medium be uniform in resistance and the motion constant, the 
heated body must necessarily diminish in temperature until it is reduced 
to the same degree of heat as the medium through which it passes. The 
reasons are obvious. The original cause of heat in the case supposed is 
ethereal resistance, and the moving body eliminating boat is in consequence 
of the rearrangement of its constituent particles adjusting themselves to 
their altered condition ; and when this is attained the heated body must 
sink again to its normal condition of heat, and could not, I thinic, per* 
manentl3r retain a heat so much superior to the medium through which it 
moves, simply in consequence of resistance. 

I am. Sir, most respectfully yours, 

Thos. Gallaspib. 

[I am very glad to have my suggestions — I do not call them "views" — more fully 
discussed. Mr. Gallaspie however does not give any of the illustrations, with which he 
says chemistry abounds, of the permanent or rather long-continued production of light 
and heat by the slow condensation of gaseoue bodies. Take oxygen and hydrogen. 
They combine with explosion. The heat, I conceive, which drove these particles apart 
whilst they were gases, has passed off into the air, and become motion acting upon the 
particles of the atmosphere. The resulting produce is a drop of water, not boiling. 
Shales and metals are solid substances ; and even if we take metallic vapour, what should 
caose metallic vapour to exist in space P Where is the heat to come from anywhere 
except within the circuit of our earth's orbit, which should raise gold, iron, or even tin 
and lead into vapour. There seems to me not a particle of scientific evidence nor of pro- 
bability in favour of the nebular ^/poihesu — such it was first properly termed, such it 
still, to my mind, remains. 

The other point as to the effect of the resistance of the ether of space — although I do 
not agree with Mr. Gallaspie — is better put. The point raised by me was this : if the 
earth's motion in her orbit be due to any original impetus given to our planet, then the 
resistance of the ether of space to the earth's motion must give rise to friction, and this 
friction must be, by the laws of the correlation of the physical forces, be changed into 
tome other force than motion. What is lost by friction as motion must become heat, 
light, electricity, chemical, or molecular action. As to what is the temperature of space, 
we have yet to learn what that temperature is in the area of the earth's orbit. Mr. 
Gallaspie should bear in mind that if this heat of our portion of space be due to the heat 
of the snn, it can be estimated. But certainly friction may raise a body, gaseous or 
solid, to, and maintain it at a higher temperature than the surrounding air or gaseous 
medium. The production of fire by a lacifer match, or the rubbing of two sticks toge- 
ther, shows this. If the heat produced by friction cannot be carried off by the con- 
ductivity of the atmosphere, it will be accumulated in the object. As the orbital speed of 
the earth is, on the spiral-orbit hypothesis, slowly and constantly diminishing, there should 
be thus consequently a slow and constant diminution of the heat acquired by the past 
accumulation from higher friction — that is practically a slight cooling of the globe 
throughout past ages, and at present going on. The amount of this would be negatived, 
outbalanced, or controlled by the inward tendency of the earth to nearer proximity to 
the sun. I regret much that space docs not permit me to say more in this place. — 
S. J. Mackib. 21th May, 1864.] 
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LEAVES FROM MT AUSTBALIAN NOTEBOOK. 

BT THOMAS HAEBISOK, 07 MKLBOUBHB. 
VO. II. — THX XOCXKS BBDS OF 80HVAPPXB POIKT. 

To my mind, the very prettiest of Yictorian watering-places is that 
known as above. It is so, not from brick-and-mortar embellishments, bat 
because still left as made by nature. Nothing can be more striking than 
the contrast which this quietest of all quiet spots presents to the harry 
and bustle incidental to the Victorian metropolis. Beaching the pier, a 
quaint-looking structure admirably matching the scenery arouna, one 
seems to have ieu^tually gone backwards twenty or thirty years in AustraliaiL 
history, and to be gazing on a scene such as Melbourne itself may hare 
presented ere gold discoyeries had revolutionized the colonies. 

Even when regarded from the steamer, miles away, the view is especially 
prepossessing. Not distinguished b]r any very srand features ; tne hills 
swelling into gentle heights, thickly timbered and dotted at intervals with 
villa residences peeping from out lawn-like clearings ; the cliffs of diverse 
colours, as formed oy the wearing away of granitic or sandstone tongues 
of land ; and the numerous little coves and miniature inlets, of which the 
doubling every fresh headland gives some novel view, form a bit of scenery 
half-countrified, half-maritime, as especially pleasing to the Australian, as 
are Heme Bay, Mar^rate, or the Isle of Wignt, to me London cockney. 

Geologically, the district to be noticed forms a sort of irregularly- 
shaped basin, bounded on the north and south bv the granitic masses of 
Mounts Martha and Eliza, on the east by a considerable patch of Silurian 
rocks, and on the west by the land-locked bay of Port Phillip ; the whole 
having been filled up with Tertiary strata, of which the surfeuie-rook is 
probably of the Pliocene period. 

Two miles northerly from the pier, and at the foot of a spur ranning 
from Mount Eliza, a small bed of Carboniferous shales are plainly visible 
at low water. These contain fragments of plants peculiar to the Yictorian 
Carboniferousperiod, which appears to have been not earlier than the 
Oolitic era. Tne situation of this smaU outlier gives the beds some little 
interest. Most of the Victorian coal-bearing rocks occupy a district form- 
ing a broad stripe some thirty miles wide, and extending from near Cape 
Otway to Gipps Land. Carboniferous strata crop out extensively around 
Geelonff, and are known to exist, as imderlying beds, over the whole 
peninsula of Bellarine (a district marked on the map by diagonal lines 
alternately dotted and black, and sloping towards the rignt) ; whilst the 
same strata, commencing on the eastern shores of Western Port, form the 
coal district of Cape Patterson, and run, with but few breaks, under the 
principal part of South Gipps Land. The question, therefore, naturally 
arises, as to whether the strata of Schnapper Point and Bellarine were not 
once continuous P If so, unless formed by denuding agencies. Port Phillip 
Bay must be the result of a fault of depression, caused, it may be, by the 
chasm left on the vomitting forth of vast quantities of basalt over the whole 
of south-western Victoria during the Tertiary period. 

As bearing in some degree upon this subject, the sinking of the district, 
I may notide that the aborigines speak of a time when uie river Yarra 
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(the mouth of which is some fifteen miles north of the line forming the 
tipper margin of the map), onee ran on uninterruptedly to Bass Straits, 
the intervening portion of country heing then dry ground. Such tradi- 
tion of a depression having taken place auring the human period scarcely 
accords with the observed Tacts of the land being still in process of eleva* 
tion, and of the lower spots near Melbourne having been, until very lately, 
the bottom of estuaries. Peradventure, the story may be referred to 
another source. The entrance to the bay is exceedingly narrow, not 
much over two miles in width. The rocks on both sides are identical, and 
were probably at one time continuous. If this continuity existed for any 
lengthened period after the adjacent shores had arisen above high*water 
mark, it is evident the waters of the ocean would be shut out completely, 
and what is now the Bay of Port Phillip must have existed as a huge salt 
lake. No large rivers debouching into this, and numerous shoals exist- 
ing in every portion, it is easy to conceive that the waters would grow 
gradually shallow, and that many spots would become dry land; the 
whole forming a large swamp, through the centre of which a chain of 
lakes might have stretched themselves to what is now the channel running 
between Points Nepean and Lonsdale, satisfying nearly every requirement 
of the aboriginal legend. The barrier separating the two waters might, 
in time, be broken through by waves and tempests. This done, the rush 
of tide during its flux and efflux would speedily form a channel ; and the 
area, aft^r having existed as a hunting-ground for the savage aboriginal 
inhabitants, would be transformed into a commodious harbour, sheltering 
the ships of a great and civilized nation. 

The cliffs, and most part of the surface-rock of the Schnapper Point dis- 
trict, are of a somewhat modem Tertiary grit, identical with that found 
near Brighton ; very ferruginous, occupied in many places by patches of 
lignite, but for the most part not highly fossiliferous, although in certain 
localities numerous conglomerated shell-beds are by no means of rare 
occurrence. To the wearing away of these upper l^ertiarv rocks into a 
precipitous coast-line, the watering-place owes its reputation for picturesque 
scenery ; although, from their wide extent, and from the fact that the lower 
beds are covered up, the country immediately inland is rendered singu- 
larly uninteresting to a geologist. 

At two spots, however, respectively two miles north and south of 
Schnapper Point Pier (one of them being closely adjacent to the Carbonife- 
rous beds previously alluded to), is a considerable outcrop of a much older 
stratum, generally pronounced to be Eocene, and contemporaneous with that 
upon which is erected the European capitals of London, Paris, and Vienna. 

The southern of these outcrops is very prettily situated. For nearly two 
miles the upper and red cliff runs parallel with the coast, at a distance of 
some 200 or 300 yards inland ; on tne coast itself a second cliff is noticed, 
worn into the most fantastic forms, and between the two is an intervening 
valley, resembling in some slight degree, at certain points, the famous 
Undercliff of the Isle of Wight. The real or fancied similitude to the above 
well-known spot has, perhaps, induced many persons to refer the valley at 
Schnapper Point to the same origin as that giving rise to the features inci- 
dental to the southern coast of the ** beautiful island." A very slight ex- 
amination will show that this local theory is an erroneous one. The upper 
or ferruginous strata are comparatively friable and easily denuded, whilst 
the lower and Eocene beds are either compact argillaceous limestone, or 
okay of great tenacity. The coast rising — as the whole coast has certainly 
done — the upper beds would be eaten away more readily than the low-er ; 
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and whilit the lower thiu stood oat as a sort of terrace, some portiong of tbe 
upper strata would be left uudenuded thereupon, the old wave- washed 
rocks of a former period ; hence the second cliff and its fantastic and highly 
picturesque configuration. This theory is strikingly borne out by the fact 
that, wherever these Eocene beds appear, there the terrace appears also, 
prominently noticeable, as is the outcrop of the gault from beneath the 
chalk all round the valley of the Weald of Kent, Surrey, and Sussex in 
England. 

The beds referred to are evidently of considerable depth, although, from 
being situate but very little above the water-line, their extent downwards 
cannot easily be arrived at. The upper portion, for several yards in thick- 
ness, is composed of clay, seeming to have been re-deposited, and in which 
few, if any, rossils are met with. Immediately below tnis stratum is a great 
thickness of blue clay, in some places hardened into the compact argil- 
laceous limestone before mentioned. Both as clay and as stone this bed is 
literally crowded with fossils, in a state of preservation quite startlinir to 
the stranger. Many of the shells retain ttieir pristine colour, and look 
equally bright an d pe rfect with those of the still living moUusca thrown 
upon the beach. Were it not for their strange and ancient shapes, it would 
be no easy matter to distinguish between these relics of an immensely dis- 
tant age and shells of the present day. In state of keeping, the marine 
ezuviu Eocene beds are innnitely better preserved than those which, found 
in the raised estuary deposits near Melbourne, are regarded as scarcely, if 
at all, anterior to the human period. 

My own experience in searching for organisms among these Eocene 
strata, reminded me somewhat of a discovery made by the ** Uncommercial 
Trareller,*' — to wit, that " when at night one drunken man unaccountably 
turned up, another drunken man assuredly turned up soon after to keep 
the first company." What I noted bein^, that whenever I dropped upon 
a fine large specimen, I, without exception, dug up another or two close 
beside it. Not by any means, I should imagine, the result of chance, but 
that the shells rolling along an uneven sea-bottom would naturally fall 
into holes and hollows, and just as naturally be washed from off any ele* 
vated positions. 

Nautili, cypridsB, conidse, volutidss, dentalia, cerithidsD, siliquariie, muri- 
cidffi, and bryozoa, are very common, scarcely a square yard of ground 
being free from some of them, either perfect or in fragments. Among 
the cyprids is that singular form Cypraa eximia, and oQiers of gigantic 
dimensions. 

The great quantity of tropical species, few, if any, of which are now dis- 
coverable in V ictorian waters, suggest a variation of climate since the 
Eocene period in this part of the world, analogous to that remarked in the 
northern hemisphere. Nor is the great quantity of molluscous and echino- 
dermatous, together with an almost total absence of crustacean and verte- 
bral remains, less worthy of remark. Although the amount of life, ac- 
cording to the former types, must have been prodigiously developed during 
the period, but very few traces of any superior marine animals are dis- 
cernible. In two hours, and within a space of barely twenty square yards, 
I dag out with a common spade from fifty to a hundred distinct species of 
shells, echinidfie, and corals ; yet neither on the above nor any subsequent 
occasion have I there met with either crustacean or vertebrated remains. 
The absence of the latter is the more remarkable, seeing Uiat the Cestracio^, 
common enough in Australian waters, especially feeds upon shelly mollosca, 
and might therefore be expected to ft^quent a place whereat such par- 
ticular food happened to be abundant. 
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A Victorian geologist (M. Blandowski), in a paper read before the Eoyal 
Society of Victoria, explains the absence of the aboye-nanied snb>king- 
doms, by snggesling that the higher deyelopment and superior locomotire 

Sowers possessed by their varions members, allowed of escape daring the 
eposition of that muddy sediment completely enveloping the more slug- 
gishly moving of their contemporaries. Such an hypothesis would of 
course involye a supposition of the muddy sediment having been suddenly 
deposited ; a circumstance hardly reconcilable with the fact that the beds, 
where fossiliferous, appear to contain shells pretty equally distributed 
throughout a considerable thickness, and are not, as would result from a 
sudden deposition like that supposed, made up of a thick layer of un- 
fossiliferous clay reposing upon a stratum of shells and organisms. Among 
the fossils, too, which I have by me, is a pecten, having an incrustation of 
bryozoa upon its inner surface — ^proof positive. I imagine that the shell 
must, after the death of its inmate, have lain during some time uncovered, 
or the growth of such parasite, in such position, could not possibly have 
taken place. And again, although every shell appears perfect and unworn 
by friction, yet in fdlconchifers and brachiopocLs the valves are disunited, 
and in univalves the operculum is invariably absent. If it is allowable to 
strain a point, I would suggest that previous convulsive movements had 
totally destroyed or greatly diminished the number of all the superior 
marine tribes in these waters ; and that the lower classes, escaping the 
catastrophes by virtue of fheir less sensitive organizations, and subse* 
quently multiplying greatly, simply that their enemies had been destroyed, 
had grown to oe more than ordinarily numerous. 



PEOCEEDINGS OF GEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES. 



GsoLoaici.L SociBTT. — March 9. — ^W. J. Hamilton, Esq., President, 
in the chair. 

1. " On the Discovery of the Scales of Fteraspis, with some Eemarks 
on the Cephalic Shield of that Fish." By Mr. E. Eay Lankester. 
The successive steps by which the genus Pteraspis came to bie established, 
and the grounds on which the prevalent opinion as to its ichthyio nature 
rests, having been noticed, the author proceeded to describe in detaU the 
•oales, — ^which have lately been discovered at Cradley, near Malvern, and 
which alone were required to remove all doubt aa to the aflfinities of the 
genua, — comparing them with those of Cephalaspis, to some of which they 
bear a great resemblance ; and he concluded by giving a description of 
the markings on the surface of the cephalic shield of Pteraspu rostraius. 

2. "On some Remains of Bothriolepis from the Upper Devonian Sand- 
•tonea of Elgin." By Mr. G. E. Roberto. Remains of a large Dendro- 
doid Cielacanth obtained by the author in Elgin were referred by him to 
the genus Bothriolepis. These consisted of two large casts of a central 
head-plate, with portions of the test; a natural cast considered by him to 
represent the parietal, squamosal, scapular, and coracoid bones ; casts of 
the nasal bones, and teeth of the upper jav ; together with tooth-like 
bodies, which were suggested to be teeth, originally situated in the poste* 
nor region of the mouth. The ornament borne upon the head-plate was 
next deaeribed by the author ; and, in oonolusion, the affinitiea between 
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the genera Bothriolepw, ABterolepu, PteraspiB, and Ceplialaspii were dis* 
cussed. 

3. " On Missing Sedimentary Formations from Suspension or BemoTal 
of Deposits, — their general relations and importance/' By Dr. J. J. 
Bigsby. In this paper the author brought together nearly all the known 
instanees of gaps or blanks in the stratigraphical succession in different 
countries. Of the two formations which are in apposition through the 
absence of one or more formations, which thus constitutes a blank, Dr. 
Bigsby applied the term ** Boof " to the upper, and " Floor " to the lower. 
He then described briefly the principal instances, arranging them accord- 
infr to the age of the formation constituting the *' Boof," and drawing cer- 
tarn inferences from a consideration of them respecting the influence of 
oscillation of level* emergence, denudation, etc., m their production. In 
his concluding observations Dr. Bigsby observed that these gaps indicate 
that there always have been areas of dry land, and also showed that they 
prove the geological record to be, in places yery much obscured, if not 
entirely obliterated. 

Gbolooical Societt.-— IforcA 23. — 1. " On some new Fossils from the 
Lingula-flags of Wales." By Mr. J. W. Salter. — Since the author's paper 
last session on the discovery of Paradoxides in Britain, the researches of 
Kr. Hicks have brought to liffht so many new members of the hitherto 
9canty fauna of the ramordiid zone, that Mn Salter was now enabled to 
descnbe two new ||[enera of Trilobites, and a new genus of Sponge, and to 
complete the description of Paradaxides Davidu. He also remarked that 
the fauna of the Lin^a-flags shows an approximation, in some of its ge- 
nera, to Lower Silurian forms, and some — the shells and a cystidean — are 
of genera common to both formations ; but t he Crustacea , which are the 
sures t indices of the a^^e of Paleozoic rocks, are of entirely distinct genera ; 
and {heir evidence quite outweighs that of the other fossils. The Primor- 
dial zone is, moreover, in Britain separated from the Caradoc and Llan- 
deilo beds by the whole of the Tremadoc group, at least 2000 feet thick. 
2. "On .the Millstone-grit of North Staffordshire, and the adjoining parts 
of Derbyshire, Cheshire, and Lancasliire." By Mr. £. Hull and Mr. A. 
H. Green. — ^In this paper the Millstone-grit series was described, from the 
eastern edge of tbe Lancashire coal-field southwards to the coal-fields of 
North Staffordshire. After giving a general sketch of the geology of the 
district, and defining the upper and lower limits of the Millstone-grit, the 
authors explained a series of sections, running from east to west, at in- 
tervals across the country. In the most northerly of these the group 
consists of five thick gritstone-beds, separated by seams of shale, and 
attains a thickness of more than 2000 feet ; while on the extreme south 
-all but two of these beds have thinned away, and the whole thickness is 
there not more than 300 or 400 feet. 

Between the base of the Millstone-grit and the Carboniferous limestone 
lies a group of shales and sandstones, with thin earthy limestones towards 
tilie bottom, which seem to hold the place of the Yoredale Bocks of York- 
shire. The mineral character of these beds was described, and their place 
noted on the sections. 

A short notice was also given of two small in-liers of Carboniferous 
limestone, namely, at Moxon, east of Leek, and st Astbuiy, near Con- 
gleton. 

GiOLOOiCAL SociSTT.— ^jirt7 27.— 1. "On the Geology of Arisaig, 
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Nora Scotia." By the Rev, D. Honeyman. — ^A careful examination of 
the country in the neighbourhood of Arisaig enabled the author to con- 
Btmct ikree sections and a map, showing the geologictd constitution of 
the district. Two of these sections were nearly parallel to one an- 
other, running from north to south, and taken some distance apart, 
while the third was nearly at right angles to the other two; thus a 
tolerably accurate idea of the geology of Uie country could be ob- 
tained. The author described each of these sections in detail, giving lists 
of the fossils found in the different beds, which prwed them to oe of 
TJpper Silurian age ; and he further considered tnat thev justified the 
adoption for the subdivisions of these Nova-Scotian Silurians of the 
terms Mav-hill, Lower Ludlow, Aymestry, and Tilestones, the first and 
third of which had been used for them previously by Mr. Salter. Besides 
Silurian rocks, there occurs in the western part of this district a conglo- 
merate of Lower Carboniferous age, while trap-rocks occur on the north 
and south. 

2. " On some Eemams of Fish from the * Upper Limestone * of the Per- 
mian Series of Durham." By Mr. J. W. Kirkby.— The object of this 
pap«r was to record the discovery of fish-remains in the upper mag- 
nesian limestone of the Permian formation, which is higher in that 
series than any vertebrate remains had been previously known to occur. 
The strata exposed in the quarries were described in detail, especially 
the bed from which most of the fish were obtained, and which is known 

' as th e " flexible limesto ng." 

The author stated that at least nine-tenths of the specimens belong to 
PaUBoniscus varians, the remainder belonging to two or three species of 
the same genus, and to a species of Acrolepts. Detailed descriptions of 
the difierent species of fish were given, as also were short notices of the 
species of plants sometimes found associated with them, one of which he 
believed to be Catamites arenaceust a Triassic species. The occurrence of 
Palaonisci with smooth scales was stated to be antagonistic to Agassiz's 
conclusion, that the Permian species of that genus have striated, and the 
Coal-measure species smooth scales. In conclusion, Mr. Kirkby remarked 
that the fauna of the period appeared to have an Estuarine facies, and he 
expressed his opinion that the fishes were imbedded suddenly, as a result 
of some general catastrophe. 

3. " On the Fossil Corals of the West Indian Islands. Part 3 : Mineral 
Condition." By P. Martin Duncan, M.B.— The results of the process of 
foesilization, as seen in the West Indian fossil corals, being yery remark- 
able, and having much obscured their specific characters, tnus rendering 
their determination extremely difficult. Dr. Duncan found it necessary to 
thoroughly examine their diflferent varieties of mineralization, and to com- 
pare their present condition with the different stages in the decay and 
fofisilization of recent corals as now seen in progress. Thus the author 
was enabled to show the connection between the destruction of the mi- 
nuter structures of the coral by decomposing membrane and certain forms 
of foesilization in which those structures are imperfectly preserved ; and he 
likewise stated that the filling-up of the interspaces by granular carbonate 
of lime and other substances, as well as the induration of certain species, 
during a ** pre-fossil " and ** post-mortem " period, gave rise to certain Ta- 
rieties of fossilization, and that the results of those operations were perpe- 
tuated in a fossil state. 

The forms of mineralization described by Dr. Duncan are— Calcareous ; 
Siliceous ; Siliceous and Crystalliae ; Siliceous and Destructive ; Siliceous 

TOL. VII. 2 Gt 
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Casts; Calcareo-iilioeoaB ; Calcareo-fliliceoiis and DestractiTe; Caicareo- 
siiiceoiu Casta. 

In describing these fonns especial reference was made to those in which 
the structures were more or less destroyed during the replacement (by 
silica) of the carbonate of lime which filled the interspaces, and daring 
that of the ordinary hard parts of the coral. 

In explaining the nature and mode of formation of the large casts of 
ealices from Antigua, the author drew attention to the fact that tlie silifi- 
cation is more intense on the surface and in the centre of the corallam 
than in the intermediate region ; and, when examined microscopically, it 
could be seen that the replacement of the carbonate of lime began by the 
silica appearing as minute points in the centre of the interspaces and of 
the sclerenchyuka, and not on their surface. In conclusion, the relation of 
hydrated silica to destructire forms of fossilization was discussed, toge- 
ther with the influence of all the forms enumerated above in the preserva- 
tion of organisms, and as one cause of the incompleteness of the geological 
record. 

May 11. — 1. " On a Section with Mammalian Bcmains near Thame." 
By Mr. T. Codrington, F.G.S. — A railway -cutting through a hill between 
Oxford and Thame having exposed a section of certain gravel- beds, from 
which many mammalian remains were collected, the author now gave a 
short description of the sectiou, and a list of the bones he had obtained 
from it. The hill is nearly surrounded by the Thame and two small tri- 
butaries, and consists of Kimmeridge clay capped by a bed of coarse 
gravel overlaid by sandy clay. The gravel consists of cnalk-flint^, pebbles 
derived from the Lower Greensand, and fragments of mica-schist, etc., 
indicating a northern-drift origin ; it contained many bones of Elephant, 
Khinoceros, Horse, Ox, and I)eer, and a single phalanx of a small carni- 
vore, but no flint implements were discovered. 

2. " On a Deposit at Stroud containing Flint Implements, Land and 
Freshwater Shells," etc.* By Mr. E. Witchell, F.G.S.— -In the construc- 
tion of a reservoir near the summit of the hill above the town of Stroud, the 
author observed, about two feet from the surface, a deposit of tufa con- 
taining land-shells, with a few freshwater bivalves ; in it he subsequently 
discovered several flint flakes of a primitive type, and in the overlying 
earth a few pieces of rude pottery. As the deposit is situated on the spur 
of a hill nearly separated m>m the surrounding country by deep valleys, 
and as Mr. Witchell considered it to be comparatively recent, he concluded 
that it had been formed in a pond or lake, which had been caused by a 
landslip from the higher ground producing a dam that stopped the down- 
flow into the valley of the water of the neighbouring springs. 

3. " On the White Limestone of Jamaica, and its associated intrusive 
rocks." By Mr. A. Lennox, F.G.S.— The White Limestone of Jamaica 
was described as including a basement series of sandstones and shales, a 
hard white limestone, a yellowish limestone, and an uppermost member 
consisting of dark- red marl ; it was estimated to be at least 2500 feet thick ; 
and the author stated that, at the junction of the calcareous rocks with the 
granite, the former was often more or less altered, and this appeared to be 
the best proof of the Tertiary age of the latter. Mr. Lennox then ad- 
verted to a diagram-section of the rock-formations of Jamaica by the late 
Mr. Barrett (Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xix. p. 515), which he con- 

• Described already by Mr. John Jones, of Gloucester. Sec • Geologist,* Vol. VI. 
p. 807.— En. Gkol. 
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sidered erroneous on the following grounds:— -(1) he knows no section in 
JaniAica in which the relation of tne White Limestone to the Hippnrite- 
limestone is seen ; (2) the White Limestone he belicTes to be of Miocene 
age ; and (3) the shaly and sandy beds represented in the section as over- 
lying the White Limestone ke considers to be undoubtedly in infra-posi- 
tion. The author then discussed the qiiestion of the age of the White 
Limestone, first on phy^sical grounds, and afterwards palsontolo^eally, in* 
ferring that it was decidedly of Miocene date ; and m conclusion he re- 
marked that the White Limestone had probably been deposited slowly in 
a tranquil sea, and discussed its relation to the Tertiary beds of the other 
West Indian Islands. 

4. " Facts and Obserrations connected with the Earthquake which oc- 
curred in England on the morning of the 6th of October, 1863." By 
Fort-Major T. Austin, F.G.S.— Earthquakes in the British Isles attract 
usually but little notice, owing probably to the mild form in which they 
generally occur ; but that one treated of in this paper, owing to its greater 
Tiolence, aroused attention to the subject. The aisturbance was said to 
extend from a point in St. George's Channel forW or fifty miles to the 
north-west of Pembrokeshire to Yorkshire, and the focus of the disturbance 
to be situated near the former spot. The author brought forward a num- 
ber of facts for the norpoee of proving the intensity of the shock, the time 
at which it oceurrea, the number of vibrations, their direction (which was 
considered to be from W.N.W. to E.S.E.), and the occurrence of inci- 
dental phenomena, and concluded by passing in review the natural causes 
competent to produce these and other characteristics of earthquakes. 
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Ths Mbasubbmeitt of Hbiohts by thb Ajtbeoii). — The following 
explanation of the use of the aneroid in taking heights is given by Mr. 
Spenoer Browning, of the Minories, in a pamphlet publiwed by him. 
His aneroids, especially his mountain- and small pocket-instruments, are 
unequalled for finish and accuracy. 

The theory on which the measurement of heights is effected by the 
barometer, tne aneroid, or thesympiesometer, is exceedingly simple, though 
the application of the theory depends on formulsB which have required 
mathematical skill to construct, and which include ** constants " obtained 
by delicate experiment. 

Theory, — Let m and m* be two stations on a mountain side : required to 
find the difference of elevation between them. 

The aneroid (or barometer or sympiesometer) having been corrected for 
the effect of temperature uuon its own mechanism, shows at m the weight 
of a column of air, having the vacuum box of the instrument for its base, 
^and reaching from m to tne extreme limits of the atmosphere. Similarly, 
an observation at m' gives the weight of the upper portion of an identical 
column of air, reaching from m' to the limits of the atmosphere. 

Conseouently the excess of pressure at m above that at m' gives the 
weight or that part of the column which extends from the level oim to the 
level of m'. 

Knowing the weight of the column, if we also ascertain the specific 
gravity of the air that composes it, we have data for calculating its height. 
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To learn the specific giwity of the column, two main influencea ^»^« *f 
be taken into account. There are also aecondary ones, of so htUe import- 
ance that we shall not notice them here. , . xl. .«*^ 

(A) The specific grayity of the air, other circumstances being the »™J^' 
bean a definite raSo to the pressure it sustains ; that is, the greater me 
pressure, the more it is condensed and the more does a cubic foot ot ancn 
condensed air weMsh. The lower strata of the atmosphere are therefore 
denser than the higher. i. . xl «« 

(B) The specific gravity of the air, other circumstances being the same, 
is greater in proportion to its coldness. Air that is cold weighs more than 
air that is hot. . i 

l^brwittto.— These principles are simple enough. Erpenmente maae 
with extraordinary care haye shown the amount of the above influences, 
and the laws by which they act. Mathematicians, and notably lia I'lace, 
have thrown the whole into a formula conveniently adapted for computa- 
tion. It is substantially as follows, in which the letters A and B reler to 
the paragraphs (A) and (B), and S represents the secondary considerationa, 
from which we abstain : — ^ « ^ 

The height of m' above m = (A,, — A,)x{l+B+S}. 

The calculation of the weight of a column of air, reaching to the limiU 
of the atmosphere, on the principle (A), for all pressures of the barometer, 
at intervals of yfeth of an inch, has been made, and forms, in some mo- 
dified shapcf, the Jirst of the usual barometric tables. 

Browning's new aneroids, besides being graduated to inches of barome- 
tric pressure, are also graduated according to the length of the column, de- 
termined on the principle (A) ; the starting-point having been bo taken, 
that when the barometric pressure is 30 inches, the graduation marks 
feet. The graduation is always made on the assumption of the tempera- 
ture of the air being 32° Fahr. A« is the graduation that would be mdi- 
cated, under that hypothesis, at the station w, and A». that at m'. 

To correct these results on the principle (B), the temperature of the air 
is observed at m and again at m*. The mean of the two temoeratures 
gives at least an approximation to the mean temperature of the entire 
column of air. The excess of this mean temperature above 32°, divided 
by 450 (one of the constants that have been determined by experiment), 
forms B. 

In other words, if t be the temperature at i», and ^ at j»', 
B ^ (<—32°) 4- (^^—32°) >^ 1 _ ^+<^— 64*^ 
2 4oO 900 

Hence the first and the important part of La Place's formula is-* 



<^_^,x(l+«±fc»}. 



Example I. — Suppose a single traveller to wish to take the height of a 
mountain, m', above the valley, m. He observes at w, before startmg, that 
his aneroid points, say to 460 feet, and his thermometer to 50° Fahr. On 
reaching the top of the mountain m', he finds his aneroid to give 9560 feet, 
and his thermometer to be 40° Fahr. 

^=50 
thenA,.=9560 <'=40 ... ^^ ^ 

A =_450 ,^1^7^90, and '-±1=^ = ^ 

A«.— A.= 9110 ^^ ^W 

True height of -) -|^ ~ 7: | 

m' above m. J0370 9110x|5^=260 

-^ 900 
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If there were two obsenrers, they wonld of course work simultaneously, 
one in the valley and the other on the hilltop, to guard against such ma- 
terial change of temperature or pressure as might take place while a single 
trareUer was climbing. 

Example II. — If the trareller desire to know his eleration above the 
sea and has no simultaneous observations to refer to, he must cusvme the 
pressure at the sea-level to be at its average, viz. 30 inches, and make the 
oest guess he can at what would be the temperature of the air ; the tem- 
perature decreasing, on a rough average, 1^ for each 300 feet elevation. 
Let us suppose it in the above case to be 52^ ; then the height of Mj above 
the sea is tnus worked out : — 

/=62 



A,— 0=9560 



^=40 ,<-!-<'— 64 28 
^, and 



<-h<'=92 



900 



900 



900 



\ about = 308 



The following tables refer to S, and explain themselves. They are 
the only ones that have to be applied to an aneroid or to a sympieso^ 
meter : — 



Tabu I. 



Tablb n. 



Correction for the differenoe of 
graTityinvorioiu latitudes. Cor- 
rection positive from lat. 0" to 
46°, negative from 46° to 90°. 


Table for decrease of gravity in a verti- 
cal, acting on the density of the air — 
always additive. 


ferenee of 
level. 


Latitudee. 


Appro u- 

matedif. 

ferenee of 

leTel. 


Hdgfat of Aneroid at Lower 
Station. 



90 


10 
80 


20 
70 


30 
60 


40 
50 


inches. 
16 


inches 
20 


inohee. 
24 


inches. 
28 


feet. 
16,000 


feet. 
10,000 


feet. 
6,000 


feet. 
2,000 


1,000... 

5,000... 
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The aneroid may be briefly described as follows :— 

The weight of a column of air, which in the ordinary barometer acts on 
the mercury, presses in the aneroid on a small round German-silver box, 
both surfaces of which are corrugated in concentric circles, to improve the 
elasticity of the metal. The indications are thus obtained without the use 
of mercury or any other fluid. 

The new aneroid, which has been so favourably received and extensiTely 
patronized by members of the Alpine Club, is the result of a series of ex- 
periments carried on continuously for several years. The first point ac- 
complished was the perfect compensation of the instrument for tempera- 
ture. This was effected by introducing a compound bar of steel and brass 



230 THE OBOLO0IST. 

to form one of the leyen wKioh tranBmits the morements of the Tactmm 
ehamber to the hand. For this important improTement a priEe-medai wai 
awarded to Spencer, Browning, and Co,, in 1862. 

Mr. Browning's aneroids possess the following advantages : — 

Int. They are most carefully corrected for temperature, from about 30^ to 
100^ Fahrenheit, by compound ban of metal, on the principle of the 
chronometer balance-wheel. 

2nd. They are divided by actual comparison with a Kew verified gauge, 
every inch varying in length : oUier makers mark an equal scale on the 
dial, and endeavour to regidate the works so that the niovement shall 
correspond. Any scientific person will soon see that this is a mechanical 
impossibility. 

3rd. They have vacuum boxes made of fine hard-tempered gold, which 
impart the property to them of returning closely to their zero after ex- 
periencing a change of pressure of 16 inches. 

4th. They have the centre pivots jewelled, to diminish fHction as far as 
possible : greater sensitiveness is thus obtained, and from the more accurate 
fitting of the centre staff, the instrument is not so liable to change its lero 
in travelling. 

A card, with a table of the index errors of the instrument, is given with 
each aneroid ; or the instrument will be sent to Eew for verification upon 
payment of 5#., if a fortnight's time can be given. 

When an aneroid has changed its zero, it has been customary to correct 
it by turning a screw at the back of the instrument, which aets through the 
medium of the mainspring on the vacuum chamber. 

This, however, is attended with two rather serious objections :— 1st, it 
alters the tension of both the mainspring and the vacuum chamber, which 
do not settle down for some time ; and, 2nd, it alters the range of the whole 
instrument. 

These objections can now be obviated by a beautiful but simple contri' 
vance, suj^gested to Mr. Browning by Francis Gkdton, Esq., F.!K.S. This 
consists m making the dial turn round on the barometer case. By this 
arrangement the instrument is readily corrected by turning the dial until 
the required division comes under the pointer. 

These aneroids should be held in a horizontal position while being read, 
and not tapped previous to taking an indication. 

TsBTiAST Mi.KMi.LiA AKD Shblls. -— The Tertiary beds of Madrid 
contain, according to Messrs. Sullivan and O'Beilly, blones of Anoploths' 
rium Paleotherium, Antelope, Cervus, Sus, Rhinoceros, Hippopotamus, 
Mastodon. The Tertiary cfolomitic limestone near Guadalaxara is often 
completely full of the shells of Limnaa planorhis, Paludina, HeUx, etc. 

Ebbata in Fossil Bibds. — The following corrections in the references 
to the Plates require to be made :— At page 18, line l2,yor " see PI. IV.," 
read see fig. 2, PL III.; line 13, after ("fig. 116") insert see PL IV. 
fig. 3 ; at pa|[e 23, second line from bottom,/or " PL V.," read PI. XII. 
It will be oiesirable, throughout the entire series of papers, to refer to the 
figures in the Plate by the notations given in the Explanation of the Plates 
at page 233, rather than by those given in the articles, as some errors have 
occurred.— S. J. M. 

£iiBATA.--Page 87, last paragraph, for " R, Ungeriana; and £eius*s 
B, ammonoides," read " B, Ungeriana, and Eeuss's B. ammonoides ;" it 
not being intended to liken the last to B. Akneriana next mentioned. 
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CuBBBNT Classificatioh OF F08SIL SpoHOBS.— The following classi- 
fication, certainly very erroneona, appean to be, as nearly aj9 may be, 
that which is current amongst British geologists. The Editor would 
be much obliged by communications as to proposed and necessary amend- 
ments. 



I. OcXLLAEiniB. 


Marginospongia. 


Coscinopors, 


Pleurospongia. ^ 
Hemispongia. 


Guettardia. 

Ventriculitei {Ocellaria). 

Brachiolites. 

Cephalitea {Cribrotpangia ; Tragot, Gold- 


YerrucospoDgia {^ Manon). 
Sparsispongia ( — Siromatopora) . 
Stellispongia. 


fiiss, non Schweg.). 


y. AMOSPBOSPONOIDii. 


CGBloptychium. 




Retiftpongia. 


Cnpalospongia. 


Thalamospoogia. 


PlocoMophia. 


PalieospoDgia. 
Porospongia. 


Meandrospongia. 
Amorphospongia {AchUUum). 


Goniospongia. 


Turonia. 




Strematoporm. 


ir. SiPHONlDA. 


Spongia. 


Eodea {Seyphia). 




PerispoQgia. 


VI. Halichondeid-k. 


Camerospongia. 


Cliona(Fu>a; JEntobia), 


VcrticUlitca. 


Halichondria. 


Cnemidiam. 


Thoosa. 


SiphoDia {ffalirrhoa; Polypotheeia) , 


Spongilla. 


llippalimua {Seyphia). 
Choanitet. 


Alcyonella. 
Geodia. 


Jerea (according to Morris). 


Tethya. 


Paramoudra. 


Grautia {Leueaiia). 


III. Ltmnoseida. 


DonBtervillia. 


Lymnorea. 


VII. Clionid*. 


Tremospongia. 


Cliona. 


Leiospongia. 


Talpina. 


Actinospongia. 




Rhizospoogia. 


VIII. Umcxbtaik. 


Mamnullopora (Lymnorea). 


Conis. 


IV. SPAKSlSPONOlDil. 


CoBcinopora. 
Steganodictyam. 


Chenendopora {Manon), 


Udotea. 


Forospongia. 


? Steganodictyam. 


Jerea (according to IfOrbigny). 


Stromatopora. 



Intimations from collectors as to the collections they hare formed, 
would also especially oblige. — S. J. M. 

COAL-BBDS OF THB NOTTINGHAM CoLLIBBIBB. — Ecutwood CoUiery.-^ 

The coal is of excellent quality, free from dust, throwing out great heat ; 
durable and clean in burning, and said to be veiy superior for general 
household purposes. Watnall, Beauvale, and Brinsley Collieries. — The 
" Comb Coal," the highest workable seam, is 2 feet 6 mches thick, and is 
used for household pi^rposes in the midland counties of England. It is a 
free and bright burning coal, leaving a small quantity of red ashes. EcuU 
wood and Coytnanhay Collieries. — The deep soft coal is most extensively 
worked for household purposes ; it is about 180 yards below the " top hard 
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coal,*^ and abont four feet thick. The markets for this coal are London and 
moat of the counties south of Derbyshire. It is free burning, leaving a 
small quantity of brown ashes. The " bottom hard coal " is about 20 yards 
below the deep soft coal, and is 3 feet 6 inches thick. It is used exten- 
sirely for locomotive purposes by the London and North-Western, Mid- 
land, Great Northern, ana other railways in England. It is also used for 
^neral steam purposes. In the midland counties it is extensively used for 
iron-making. Like the top hard coal, it bums without clinker, and will 
bear exposure to any atmosphere for years without deterioration. It is 
procured in large blocks. The evaporative power in ordinary working of a 
locomotive is nearly 71b. of wat-er for lib. or coal consumed. Sigh Park, 
Begaarlee, Underwood, Watnall, and Old Brinslev Collieries, — The " top 
hard coal," one of the highest workable seams in Derbyshire and Notting- 
hamshire, is 6 feet thick, and is used extensively for locomotive purposes 
by the London and North-Western, Midland, and other railways in Eng- 
land. It is also used for steam navigation, and is one of the purest and 
best iron-making coals. It burns without clinker, and bears exposure to 
any atmosphere for years wiUiout deterioration. It is procured in large 
blocks witnout small, and is generally preferred for household purposes in 
the counties of Lincoln, Eutland, and Leicester. The evaporative power 
in ordinary working of a locomotive is 71b. of water for lib. of coal con- 
sumed. 

An Eabthquaks in Sussex. — Shortly before midnight on the 30th of 
April last, a curious phenomenon was experienced at Maresfield, Sheffield 
Park, Fletching, Chailey, and the neighbourhood, and which has been at- 
tributed to the shock of an earthquake. As may very naturally be sup- 
posed, the occurrence created some degree of alarm at the time, and has 
since formed the subject of general conversation in the part of the county 
where it was experienced. The shock seems to have oeen confined to a 
somewhat limited area, and is fortunately unaccompanied by any serious 
results. It was, no doubt, generally felt about the same moment, and al- 
though the difference of a few minutes has been stated at various places, 
tliis circumstance is probably owing more to the variation of the time as 
recorded by the owners' timepieces than to any actual difference. At 
Maresfield, the phenomenon was experienced at nine minutes past eleven, 
and is described in a letter from Captain Noble as an extraordinary vibra- 
tion lasting fifteen seconds, and shaking the doors, windows, and beds at 
Maresfield Lodge with some violence. The oscillation and vibration were 
likewise generally felt throughout the parish. At Sheffield Park, the seat 
of the Earl of Sheffield, the earthquake was felt by the members of the 
noble earl's family and household. The time recoraed hero is six minutes 
past eleven. Among other indications the butler heard the mortar fall be- 
nind the wainscot, and a loose bar attached to a window-shutter oscillated 
and struck the shutter. Lord Pevensey and Mr. Douglas Holroyd, who 
were at Sheffield Park, distinctly felt the shock. At Scaymes ilill, it is 
stated that the bells at the public-house distinctly vibrated ; while at 
Fletching, the family of Mr. Jones were disturbed by a rumbling noise. 
Similar sensations were experienced at Buckham Hill and at Chailey — 
more especially at two cottages at the latter place, where the shock seems 
to have been more severely felt. Writing from Maresfield to the * West 
Sussex Gazette,' Captain Noble says : — " It may be worth while to record 
a curious phenomenon observed at Maresfield last night (April 30th), inas- 
much as, after our experience of the 6th October ult., it may very probably 
be referable to an earUiquake. About 11 h. 9 m. G.M .T., an extraordinary 
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Tibration was felt here, lasting, as nearly as I can gather, some fiftees 
seconds, and shaking the doors, windows, and beds in this house with some 
violence. Most curiouslj, I felt nothing of it myself, but sereral of my 
servants left their beds in alarm. One of the ladies of my fiunily describes 
the sensation she experienced as that of having her bed moved to and from 
the wall against which its head stands, as though some one had got under- 
neath it and were trying to lift it. As the bedstead in quesUou stands 
nearly S.E. and N. W., this may serve to give an idea of the path of the 
earthquake-wave, if such it were. I learn from various sources that Uiis 
oscillation and vibration were felt all over the parish. Finally, three of 
my female servants were again alarmed some time aHier midnight by a 
rushing sound, as though of violent hail, passing close to their windows, 
although, on looking out, nothing was visible, nor has either hail or rain 
fallen here since the 28th ultimo." [It has been reported that a second 
shock was felt soon afler midnight, but not so forcible as the first] In the 
town of Lewes, it appears, the shook was distinctly felt. One lady states 
that while speaking to her servant in the kitchen, a few minutes after 
eleven o'clock, she heard a sudden shaking of the front door and windows, 
the uniuusl violence of which greatly alarmed the servant girl. Thinking 
the shaking noise was occasioned by the return of her husband, wiio had 
been out upon some business, the servant went to look* and was surprised 
to find that no one had entered. As the house stands in close proximity 
to the railway, and is frequently shaken by the motion of passing trains, 
this violent agitation of the door and windows was at the time attributed 
to this cause. Shortly afler midnight, when this lady had retired to rest, 
she states that she heard a peculiar and rushing sound, as if of hail or rain 
being forcibly driven against the windows. Many persons supposed there 
must have been a serious explosion of gunpowder somewhere, and one gen- 
tleman says, *' I was sitting reading on tne ground-floor at the time, and 
my chair quite shook under me.'* The shock does not appear to have been 
attended with serioas consequences of any kind. 

Thb Geologist Magazine. — Future communications respecting ' The 
Geologist ' should be addressed to Mr. Mackie, 25, Golden Square. Back 
numbers and volumes previous to 1862 may be obtained of Mr. Gregory, 
26, Golden Square, W. Bemittances and applications for Vols. \. V I. 
and VII. are to be made to the present publishers, Messrs. Beeve and Go. 
—Ed. Geol. 



REVIEWS. 



JSTotet on the Geology and Mineralogy of the Fromneei o/SpanM 
Santandar and Madrid. By W. K. Sullivan, Ph.D., and J. P. 
O'Beilly, C.E. London : Williams and Norgate. 1863. 

As very little is generally known of Spanish geology, everj^ contribution 
that makes us better acquainted with what must be an mtereating country is 
more than usually acceptable. The volume before us is composed of papers 
originally printed in the ' Atlantis ' (vol. iv.), and relates chiefly to mmerals 
and mining-matters. It is, however, abundantly illustrated with maps, views, 
and sections, and gives a good deal of information of the stratified deposits 
of the district between the Bay of Santandar and the river Deva. It com- 
mences with an outline sketch of the physical geography of the province 
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of Santandar, an area some 60 miles by 25, and an outline of the geology. 
Mountain-chains are its dominant physical feature, the southern boundary 
resting on the Cantabrian chain. The .centre and sonth-west of the pro- 
vince are occupied, according to the authors, by tvro groups of rocks ; one, 
the most massive, and constituting some of the highest peaks of the south- 
west, is represented chiefly by a limestone remarkably jagged in its out- 
lines, hard and splintery, generally white externally, where exposed, but 
ffreyish internally, and often almost black in its lowest part. At its base 
this limestone seems to be associated with a hard grey sandstone rock, 
and both rest unconformably on thick beds of slate-clay. Beds of con« 
glomerate, formed chiefly of quartz pebbles, with an extremely hard 
siliceous cement, are associated with the slate-clay. The limestone rocks 
appear very much upheaved, and the strata are of the nearly vertical, and 
forming a succession of anticlinals, the general strike of which may be 
taken as E. a few degrees W. 

The second group of rocks consists of beds of variegated clays alter- 
nating with soft sandstone beds of slate-day, thin beds of marly limestone 
of a dark grey colour alternating with thm layers of black marly clay. 
The predominating colour of the sandstones is red. The limestone rocks, 
npon which the beds of clay, sandstone, etc. rest, rise to the south and 
south-west in the lofty mountains of the Picos de Europa. 

After detailing with full particulars numerous sections, the author 
attempt to summarize and deduce the stratigraphical succession and 
relative ages of the difierent rocks. To do this, they first take such hori- 
zons as are naturally sufficiently definite. The nummulitic series offers 
one which is not only convenient as the newest or uppermost, but is also 
topographically the first, being near the sea-shore. The nummulitic rocks 
rest on cretaceous beds, which occupy a narrow band of country near the 
sea, in the west of the province, and become largely developed towards the 
east. Those on the north side of the Bay of Santandar have been studied 
hy M. de Yemeuil, who considers the beds lyins between the Bay and 
the lighthouse to belong to the Upper Chalk Mans, and the authors suffi- 
ciently establish their position as the first horizon below the nummulitic 
beds. Those beds which form the quay of Santandar strike off towards 
the west, and are found not only to overlie the dolomite of Pena Castillo 
and the immense mass of the same rock lying about the south-west of the 
Bay of Santandar, but may be traced along the coast up to San Pedro, 
and inland to Eeocin and La Florida. This dolomite is in some places 120 
metres thick. The beds which underlie contain Calamophyllia Stokesii, 
Shynckonella rimosa, Ostrea deltoidea, Photodomya lyrata. Ammonites 
hifrons. Ammonites serpentinus. Pectens and belemnites are seven, which 
are undoubtedly Jurassic, while in the dolomite itself ammonites similar to 
those of the underlying beds. The authors therefore put this dolomite at 
the top of the Jurassic series, and make of them a second well-defined 
horizon. 

About the upper boundary there can be no difficulty, but it is otherwise 
with the lower limits. Beneath the dolomite are a series of beds of hard 
shelly argillaceous limestone, with variegated clay-beds passing into red- 
dish-grey sandstone, beneath which are thick beds of red micaceous sand- 
stone ; next follow the beds of compact blue or black limestone, containing 
metalliferous deposits, and forming the axis of the east and west chain 
called the Dobra. Beyond Monte Dobra, in the valley of Los Corrales, 
there is a repetition of the thick beds of red sandstone. In the upper 
members of this series many Jurassic fossils have been found ; but, accord- 
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ing to the autbors, none at all in the great beds of red sandstone ; heno9 
the question, are all these beds Jurassic, or does the red sandstone repre« 
sent an island of the Trias P llie authors incline to the opinion that all 
the rocks between the dolomite and the Dobra are Jurassic, including 
the Dobra limestone itself. If the Dobra limestone be jurassie, the authors 
contend that the eastern part, if not the wlu>le of the Cantabrian chain, 
which reach 2600 feet, are likewise Jurassic ; and that the conclusion then 
is inevitable, that the j-jirassic formation extends into the province of the 
Asturiaa, and that the whole of the gedlogy of the eastern part of that 
province requires rectification. 

After the geology, the third part of the book is devoted to the geognos- 
tical relations of the more important metaUiferous deposits, and the fourth 
to the mineralogical structure and chemical composition of the ores, with 
some remarks upon their mode of production ; and finally, we have chap- 
ters on the deposit of sulphate of the soda in the valley of «i arama, near 
Aranjuez ; on the chemical composition of a lacustrine dolomitie lime- 
stone in the neighbourhood of Madrid ; and on some curious molecular 
changes produced in disilicate of zinc and some of its compounds with 
carbonates by the action of heat. This work is well worthy of the attention 
of geologists. 

Geological Essays, and Sketch of the Geology of Manchester and the 
Neighbourhood. By John Taylor. London : Simpkin, Marshall, and 
Co. 186i. 

It is refreshing to take np a book on Geology in which we find ourselves 
free from the set phrases and pratings of the old school of geologists, or 
the hackneyed and tiresome inveighings against the hard woras of science, 
so common in the multitude of works on so-called popular science. Of 
geological nomenclature, at least, Mr. Taylor takes a more sensible view 
than most of his "popular" contemporaries, and he at least considers geo- 
logical classification as the grammar of geology, without which — 

**The student could no more make headway than he could read Horace or Virgil 
without having first learned to construe in Latin." " Nomenclature," coutinnea Air. 
Taylor, *' is the ' slough of despond/ through which every man must wade ere he can 
cultivate the acquaintance of any science whatever. It is the Cerberus which guards the 
gates of its under-mysteries, the cipher whose knowledge unfolds the gathered wisdom 
of centuries; aft r this difficulty has hecn overcome, no man will stand up more for its 
utility or 6nd it more serviceable than he who at first sight was about to turn away with 
mingled feelings of disgast and despair ; and although such a classification is anything 
but perfect, and by no means to be relied upon as infallible, it serves as a clue to the 
mode of natural operations in bygone epochs. In short, its utility may be seen by the 
fact that it has been originated by those very men who wandered for years amid the com- 
plexities of geology, often without so much as an idea of their labours ; and these tech- 
nological terms are the results of their patient investigations and long years of experi- 
ence." 

We cannot always agree with the author however, who, it is only just 
to say, follows closely to received opinions, some of which, it is well known, 
we have long been disposed to contest. One of these points to which he 
adheres is the old igneous origin of certain crystalline rocks : — 

" We may learu from this," he says, " that the various rocks of igneous origin owe 
their numerous modifications to the circumstances under which they have solidified, not 
to any difference in (heir origin ; the on'y changes being what they have lost or what 
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they may have ^ined in passing through previoas formed rocks. Had it not been for 
the OQtburst of snch igneous rocks, our ' old and craggy earth/ as Cowper calls it, would 
have been full of yawning chasms, and its solid crust would have presented an appearance 
something similar to a clay-bank that has been exposed to a July sun. Bat the fluid molten 
matter has been squirted from beneath into all the fissures which had been formed from the 
contraction of the masses after their formation, and has bound and cemented them together. 
Nay, were it not for the existence of such outlets to the^f^ry reservoir below these volcanic 
venlt^ our world could not have lived out half its days. These have been, in all stages of 
its history, the eafety-vahea to let off the superfluous potency, instead of being pent up 
and exploding the thin shell 'formed by the stratified rocks, or causing the earth to 
come to an untimely end by its disjointed continents wandering in several (^r^t/f through 
space, in a manner similar to that hypothetical planet Pluto." 

Mr. Taylor has said here nothing new which others have not said before, 
but the passages we have set in italics will show the incongruity of the 
items of whicn this igneous theory is compounded ; for how that which 
has cemented together tne fractures of the shell of our earth can be a means 
of outlet for the liquid matter beneath, is not clearer than is the source of 
the heat that made and maintains a molten core attributed to our planet. 
As to the origin of these so-called igneous rocks, just let us put againt these 
old parrot-repeated dicta what Sterry-Hunt, one of the best of modem 
geologists, has recently written in his " Contributions to Lithology," in 
BiJliman*s Journal. 

" I have already, in other places, expressed the opinion that the various eruptive 
rocks have had no other origin than the softening and displacement of sedimentary de- 
posits ; and have thus their sources within the lower portions of the earth's stratified 
eoveringy and not beneath it. The theory which conceives them to have been derived 
from a portion of the interior of the earth still retaining its supposed primitive condition 
of igneous fluidity, is, in my opinion, untenable. It is not here the place to discuss the 
more or less ingenious speculations of Phillips, Dnrocher, and Bunsen as to the constitu- 
tion of this supposed fluid centre, nor the more elaborate hypothesis of Sartorius von 
WalterhauHcn as to the composition and arrangement of the matters in this imaginary 
reservoir of Plutonic rocks. The immense variety presented in the composition of 
eruptive masses, presents a strong argument against the notion that they are derived, as 
these writers have supposed, /row two or more tones of molten matter, differing in com- 
position and density, and lyi/tg everywhere beneath the solid crust of the earth, which, 
in opposition to the views of many modern mathematicians and physicists, the school of 
geologists just referred to regard as a shell of very limited thickness. The view which I 
adopt is one, the merit of which belongs, I believe, to Christian Keferstein, who, in his 
' Naturgeschicbte des Erdkorpers,' published in 1S34, maintained that all the unstrati- 
Jted rocks from granite to lava are products of the transformation of sedimentary strata, 
in part very recent ; and that there is no well-defined line to be drawn between Neptu- 
nian and Volcanic rocks, since they pass into each other" 

The general tenor of Mr. Taylor's Essays however is very good, and 
his book is a very readable and useful one, especially in all that he has to 
say on the local geology of those districts in which ne has resided. Thus 
the accounts of the Lancashire coal-field and of the strata in the vicinity 
of Manchester, are exceedingly interesting, while the illustrations of fossil 
plants and shells are very appropriately selected. 

Flora qf Su^rrey. By J. A. Brewer. London: Van Voorst. 1863. 

This is a full and comprehensive catalogue of the flowering plants and 
ferns found in the county, with the localities of the rarer species, from the 
manuscripts of the late J. D. Salmon, F.L.S., and from other sources, 
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compiled for the Holmeadale Natural History Club, at Beigate, by Mr. 
Brewer. The work is in small octaro, and contains nearly 370 pages, and 
two large excellent folded maps — one of the geology, the other botanical 
provinces ; and it will be useiul to add, that the geological map can be 

Surcbased separately in sheet, case, or on rollers. In accordance with 
fr. Salmon's plan, the county has been divided into nine districts or 
divisions, for the purpose of more readily ascertaining the particular loca- 
lities of the plants. The geological map has been prepared and coloured 
from one drawn by Mr. Prestwich, and we need not say will consequently 
be acceptable to all who are interested in the geology of the county. 
The three principal groups of geological strata are the Wealdon, the 
Cretaceous, and the lK>ndon Clay ; Beading and Woolwich beds, Thanet 
sands, and other Tertiary beds surmounting the Chalk. Here and there, 
especially along the river- valleys, are accumulations of gravel and drifb 
deposits. The whole of the north-eastern division of the county belongs 
to the London Clay formation, and is comparatively low; and consequently 
the various elevations on the north side, such as Denmark, Heme, and 
Bichmond hills, although of no great elevation, still command extensive 
prospects. It also forms the hills running southward along the Kentish 
Dorder by New Cross, Forest Hill, Sydenham, and Norwood. It is 
estimated that in some situations the liondon CLay is nearly a thousand 
feet thick, but that that portion which extends into Surrey does not exceed 
600 or 600 feet. The principal feature of the northern district is again 
the London Clay, covered in places by the Bagshot sand, as in the vicinity 
of Esher. The whole of the north-western division consists of London 
Clay, for the most part covered with the Bagshot sand, and presenting a 
poor, hungry, unimprovable soil, as at Bagshot heath itself, which lies within 
this region. Large masses of the siliceous sandstone known as " grey 
wethers " are found there. The entire eastern division is occupied by the 
Cretaceous rocks, with the exception of a small portion of the Beading 
and Woolwich beds, and the Thanet sands, whicn occur to the east ot 
Croydon. The Chalk occupies a considerable area, and forms a portion of 
the North Downs. The Upper Greensand, or freestone, forms tne foot of 
the escarpment of the Downs, and extends from Godstone by Merstham 
and Beigate through the county into Hampshire. The central division is 
principaUy occupied by the Chalk, but its north-west an^le shows London 
Clay, which at Ockham Heath and Send is covered with Bagshot sand ; 
ana a narrow slip of the Woolwich and Beading beds runs along the 
northern margin of the Chalk. The western division is principally occu- 
pied by London Clay, but a narrow ridge of chalk, known as the '* Hog's 
Dack,'* runs almost the whole length of the southern boundary, and at the 
foot of which the Gault and Upper Greensand crop out. The south-eastern 
division is, with the exception of a narrow strip of Lower Greensand on 
the north, occupied by the Weald Clay — the Hastings sand appearing at the 
south-eastern comer. The southern division is equally divided Mtween 
the Greensand and Weald Clay. The principal stratum in the south- 
western division is the Lower Greensand. 

The following is a brief analysis of the distribution of the plants : — 
The total number of species occurring is 117 ; the number confined to the 
valley alluvium, 7 ; to the superficial gravels, 19 ; to the Bagshot sands, 9 ; 
to the London Clay, 14 ; to the Beading and Woolwich beds, 2 ; to the 
Chalk, 55 ; to the Upper Greensand and Gault, 5 ; and to the Lower Green- 
sand, 28. 
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Deicriptive CcUaloffue of the Salisbury and South Wilts Museum^ 

Salisbury: Bennett. 1864. 
Proceedings (fthe iTutuguration <f the Salisbury and South Wilts Museum, 

Salisbaiy: Bennett. 1864. 

The establishment of a new mnsenm is always a matter of note, but 
that of an important one in so remarkable a district, both archsologically 
and geologically, as Wiltshire, is nnusnally interesting. The inauguration 
took plaoe in January of the present year, an account of which was dt^ 
sent to us, but want of space prevented our noticing it at the time. We 
also received an illustrated descriptive catalogue of 112 pages and 14 
plates, which is a very model of what shoula be done for every local 
museum. The stone, bronze, and early iron objects have been catalogued 
by Mr. E. T. Stevens; the mediaBval series and the pottery, by Mr. 
Nightingale ; the medieeval seals, by Mr. W. Ormond ; the mammalian 
remains of the Pleistocene period, by our talented contributor Dr. H. P. 
Blackmore, and the birds by Mr. Henry Blackmore. It should be dis- 
tinctly understood that this is not a mere bare enumeration of the objects 
deposited in the museum, but that popular and intelligible explanations of 
the uses, objects, purposes, and nature of the objects registered, are freely 
and fuUy appended. Too much praise cannot be given to those who have 
thus «tnven to make tiie Salisbury Museum instructive to visitors of all 
denomiaations and degrees of education and intelligence. 

Geological Survey qf Canada. 

The Beport of Process of this most important survey, from its com- 
mencement to 1863, illustrated with nearly five hundred woodcuts, has 
been produced by the officers, Sir William iJogan, Director, Mr. Alexander 
Murray, Assistant Geologist, Mr. T. Sterry Hunt, Chemist and Mineralo- 
gist, and Mr. Billings, Paleontologist. A noble volume it is, of all but a 
tnousand pa^es, worthy of the clever, active, and indefatigable Director, of 
his able staf^ and creditable in production to the printer and the engraver ; 
for Montreal, in this respect, could not be expected to rival our own me- 
tropolis, but the typography and press-work are remarkably good for 
colonial work. An atlas of maps is to accompany the volume, but is not 
yet complete. The Geological Survey of Canada was instituted by the 
!nrovincial Gk>vemment in 1843, and smce then results have from time to 
time been submitted to the Legislature and published. The present volume 
contains, in a perfect form, the substance of those periodical reports, with a 
great deal of original matter ; and the work, as now presented, is a grand 
record of the full labours of the Survey. 

Flora JBeffastiensis. By Balph Tate, F.G.S. 

As Belfast was without a complete local Flora, the little book before us 
will supply a decided want, and emanating from a gentleman who is an ex- 
cellent geologist as well as a botanist, those special points which give the 
peculiar value which local Floras have to tiie iield-eeolo^ist, will naturally 
have received due and more than usual attention. The list of plants seems 
to us a very full and perfect one ; but it is the introductory description 
of the physical features of the district that geologists will fiiid most in- 
structive. It is well known that relations exist between the various soils 
and the plants which grow upon them ; but as drifl and other superficial 
deposits are commonly widely spread over many areas, it follows that the 
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classes of plants grdwing over the surface do not necessarily^, and very 
commonly do not, represent the varieties of the rocks constituting the main 
geological structure of the county. Wherever a diversity of rock occurs, 
we have a corresponding diversity of species, and these again are increased 
or diminished in numbers in accordance with the amount of disintegration 
Bufi'ered, the capacity to imbibe water, and other conditions of the rocks. 
The district under consideration is divided by the Belfast Lough and the 
river Lagan into two well-marked sections, both as to the geological strata 
and as to geographical relations. The northern section is occupied by the 
Belfast Hill Bange, the basis of which is the Keuper formation rising in a 
steep incline. The New Bed is surmounted by the Lias, the Upper Cre- 
taceous rocks and Basalt forming a bold escarpment extending from White- 
head to Lisbum, with an average elevation of a thousand teet, from the 
heights of which the land slopes gently inland, forming plateaus of great 
extent. The southern section, excepting some patches of the newest 
Tertiaries in the neighbourhood of Bangor and in the Knock Valley, is 
composed of Palasozoic rocks. Surmounting the Silurians are the free- 
stones of the Old Bed Sandstone, in some places capped by Greenstone 
Porphyry, a mere strip of Carboniferous Limestone occurring at Castle- 
Espie. Beds of the Permian age occupy the coast-line at Caltra. The 
districts of Lagan, Knock, Baliyaliolly present extensive marshes, and 
peat-bogs are encountered at high elevations in the northern section, as on 
the Black Mountains. With a region so varied in its geological surface, 
and so diversified in its physical aspects, we might expect to find a great 
variety and diversity of plants ; ana so it is : Mr. Tate records 602 8i)ecie6. 

Professor Phillips^s * Guide to Geology.* 

There is no book we know of more worthy to be put in the hands 
of beginners in geolog^r than the pretty work of Professor Phillips, tbe^ 
gfth edition of which is now before us, nor is there any more fitted Jot 
giving alhiSimentary knowledge to the general public, especially such as 
wish to get sufficient knowledge to understand the main discussions of 
such importance as are now being carried on. Professor Phillips's long 
experience as a teacher has well fitted him for giving such instruction. 
He is an acute thinker, a voluble speaker, and possesses a love of his 
science and great earnestness. There is a tendency in his thinking 
towards speculativeness which makes his writings more suitable to the 
understanding of ordinarily educated persons, and peculiarly pleasant to 
those who wish to understand the controversies of the day. At the same 
time the main philosophical principles of geology are not neglected, and 
the object of the science, the earth's condition as a planet considered, and 
the nature and character of the primitive land discussed ; the elementary 
substances which enter into the composition of rocks, their stratigraphical 
arrangement given, the origin of rocKs stratified and unstratified, the phy- 
sical geography and generiu structure of the earth pointed out. The sub- 
aqueous production of land, its elevation, the relative antiquity of its 
various portions, the changes of climate, the series of life and vegetation 
which have existed in past time, the various proposed methods of estimat- 
ing the lapses of geological time, are other subjects equally well and clearly 
treated, the last two chapters being devoted to lithology, and to tables 
and calculations. 
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